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Important Reminders:

**Winter Break is from Dec 22Zhdan 2nd

**|RIs will be held irsandpoint Jan 28&md in
Post Falls Jan 27amdJan 29th

**Portfolio Conferences for gradesskhis month
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the portfolios themselves, but in
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Charlotte Danielson

By the end of the month, all I-DEA stu-
dents will have participated in portfolio
conferences. Student portfolios are a
powerful way to focus the attention to
student learning: what they are learn-
ing, how well they are learning it, and
how they are demonstrating the learn-
ing.

The portfolios involve two components:
the process and the product. You may
be tempted to focus primarily on the
product, but the process of developing
the portfolio is equally important. The
portfolio itself is a collection of student
work, while the developmetrof the port-
folio is at the heart of a successful port-
folio. The development process in-
cludes 4 steps: collection, selection,
reflection and projection. Your teacher

Parent to Parent

Giving Is Receiving
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the greatest gifts to give; is the gift of
time. We all have something to offer,
and there is no better time than now-
to make a difference in our commu-
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be measured, it is beyond value!
Volunteering is neighbors helping
neighbors; volunteering helps those
inneed, shut-D Oz UOwWUT T wx
homeless, hungry, or sick, and just a
little time can make all the difference.
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take an interest in the needs of our
community, our children will natu-
UEOOawi 6O600OPS ww?,
there are countless, unplanned re-
wards that happen naturally through
volunteering. If you have 15 minutes,
consider placing a food or toy dona-
tion in a local donation box. If you
have 30 minutes, call or check in on a

help you with any one of these steps.

Benefits of student portfalios include; .
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Teaching important skills:  Portfo-
. lio development provides opportu-
Cnities for reflection and self evalua-

Student awareness of quality work : Stu-
dents learn to identify what quality work is.
Engagement & involvement : Students are
shareholders in their own progress.
Motivation : Presenting work to an audi-
ence may increase motivation.

Shared accountability : Accountability is
shared between the parent and the student,
with the student assuming more responsi-
bility.

Improved communication : Portfolios de-
velopment provides an opportunity for
ongoing communication between the par-
ent, the student and the contact teacher.
Formative (ongoing) assessment: Assess-
ment is done throughout the process of
creating the portfolio.

Clarity of expectations : The portfolio crite-
ria outline clear expectations and standards.
Seeing growth over time : Through the
development of the portfolio, you can see
the development of skills and knowledge

shut-in. Maybe you have an hour, add
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weekly shop, or become a pen pal with
military personnel. If you have 3
hours, you could host a story time,
donate blood, or bake and deliver
cookies to a nursing home. If you have
a day, check into Big Brother, or the
Big Sister program, maybe you are you
looking for a special project check out
these references for volunteer opportu-
nities in our community, such as; Elder
help Info@elderhelpofnorthidaho.org
OUw" UE BlittpA w+ U0 O w
www.craigslist.com, you can also con-
tact your Chamber of Commerce,
Health and Welfare, or phone book for
local churches, nursing homes or vet-
eran centers.

Children live what they learn, and
when our children volunteer the natu-
ral rewards are endless! Volunteering
builds character, and valuable life

tion.

Although portfolio development
can sometimes be challenging, my
hopes are that you found the proc-
ess well worth the time and effort.
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over time and it is through this
process, that he/she will learn that
their work and efforts genuinely
matter.

Linda Sterk,

Director, I-DEA
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We all have something

skills are learned just to name a few;
leadership, responsibility, generos-
ity, understanding, awareness and
passion.
to offer, from the smallest to the
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Grandma and Grandpa! Their time,
expertise and life experiences are
treasured in daycares, schools, hos-
pitals, nursing or Veteran homes.
There are so many ways to give the
gift of time, be creative, be inven-
tive, and remember the most impor-
UEOUwWUT pOT wbU60UOWUI EE
a little time.

I hope your holidays are merry
and bright, Karen


mailto:Info@elderhelpofnorthidaho.org
http://www.craigslist.com
http://www.craigslist.com
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In every
conceivable
manner, the

family is

link to our

past, bridge
to our
future.

-Alex Haley

Student Activities

Idaho Jr. Duck Stamp
Contest

Portfolio Workshop
January 8" 2:00-3:30 @ PFRC

grade your

annual U.S. Postal Stamp t ©
as part of a conservation Rachel Happeny ey
education program. All entries receive 208457-1019 or ’
a certificate of participation, but CaShqappeny@idahoidea,org.

prizes are also available for the top

three stamps at the national level.

When: Entries must be postmarke:
by March 7, 2008 and mailed to:
This Young Write

Michelle Funderburg offered to children in grades3KWe will
I-DEA SE Resource Center, 4860 focus on introducing children to the w

Burley Dr. #2, Chubbuck, ID 8320 ing process through literature, writin

For official contest rules and more Saring. and publishing. This interact
information. please contact writing group W|I_I be offer_ed once a
michellefun,dzr month and is designed to include bo

b idahoid the student as well as the parent.
urg@idahoidea.org Please RSVP with Rachel Happe

Community Events for PFRC!

Young Writers Workshop
January 9th 1:02:30pm @ PFRC

IceWatch USA E

a new program of Nature
Abounds, brings you the

é | opportunity to help scien-
p_S tists study how our cli-
> w& mate is changing.
fr '3

In as little as 10 minutes, you can
report information that will help to
analyze how our climate will change in
different regions of the United
States, and how our ecosystems are
reacting to the change.

Il ceWat ch neeBistyBur help. All
you need to do is:

%

School Photographs
Say Cheese!

Studio: Spectacular Image 1) choose a location to observe over

the winter, like a nearby lake, bay,
or river.

Photos by: Sheena
When: January 23, 2009

Location: Post Falls Resource
Center

2) Record and report your observa-
tions about precipitation, ice and
wildlife.

No specific skills required for this
other than to have a love for the
planet and a desire to help monitor
the weather and wildlife.

For appointment contact: kare-
nashenbrenner@idahoidea.org

Or call: 661 5099

MONTHLY NEWSLETTER

IDEA Writerads
7-8 grade session: Tuesdays, 112 PM

What An art contest for Kror families who would like to learn more on 4.6 grade session: Tuesdays, 2 PM.

-12 students designing thehow and why to develop portfolios and how_l_
studentdos wo

e ertr rosSiCIu

mark your calendars and bring your children
tothelDEA Wr i ter s
spending time on a valuable skill; WRIT-
ING! Students will have a wonderful oppor-
tunity to work on their language arts skills,
learn about the traits of good writing, create
and share a variety of writing pieces, and
meet new friends! If you have students in
grades -8, a letter will be MAILED to your
home with more information about thig
weekly club.
If you have questions or concerns, please e
mail me at the Post Falls Resource Center
(rachelreed@idahoidea.org)
or call 4571019.

ORachel Reed

“DAHO DRUG FREE YOUTH
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IDFY Chapter Meeting
7"- 12" grade students

Tuesday, January 20, 2009

3PM-5PM @ PFRC

IDFY is built for students by
students! The | -DEA Chapter
gives studentds an
participate in leadership roles
within our chapter, and within
our community. Chapter meet-
ings are educational and fun,
encourages student participation
in chapter events and community
service projects. For questions
contact:

karenashenbrenner@idhaoidea.org

or call 661 - 5099
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Shrforih ST 9N WP Wit

Cl ub!


mailto:karenashenbrenner@idahoidea.org
mailto:karenashenbrenner@idahoidea.org
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Civil Rights are the rights and
privileges to which we are entitled
under the laws that govern our nation.
In America, our civil rights are guar-
anteed in the Constitution, particu-
larly in the Bill of Rights and other
Amendments.

Even though the Emancipation Proc-
lamation freed the slaves in 1865 and
the 13th Amendment outlawed slav-
ery and guaranteed black Americans
the rights to which all American citi-
zens are entitled, many black Ameri-
cans in the South were not allowed to
exercise their civil rights, even until
the 1960s. The Civil Rights Move-
ment in the United States helped to
win equality for all Americans.

In 1987, a Presidential Proclamation
declared August 12 to be commemo-
rated as Civil Rights Day. This day is

Post Falls Regional Staff:

Educating Through Partnership One Child at a Time

19th Civil Rights Day

an opportunity to honor those who
worked to help create an America
where all Americans' civil rights
are protected. It is also a time to
stand up for the continuing protec-
tion of our civil rights guaranteed
in the Constitution.

In recent years, some have sug-
gested that Martin Luther King
Day be observed as Civil Rights
Day to commemorate the greater
cause to which Dr. King and so
many others dedicated their lives
for the good of us all.

Use literature to teach about

Civil Rights !

K-2 A Picture Book of Martin
Luther King Jr. by: David
Adler Happy Birthday Mar-
tin Luther King by: Jean

3-5

6-8

9-12

Martindés Big
of Martin Luther King Jr. by:
Doreen Rappaport A Thousand
Never Evers by: Shana Burg

The Watsons go to Birming-

ham, 1963 by: Christopher

Paul Curtis Through My Eyes

by: Ruby Bridges

The Civil Rights Movement in
American Memory by: Renee
Romano Freedomds

Young Civil Rights Activists
Tell Their Own Stories by:
Ellen Levine

Marzollo
PF Resource Center
IDAHO Contact information:
Rachel Happeny, Receptionist
DISTANCE ) dyaF'“_’;’ Y, reception!
ondaydFriday
EpbucATiON _ ,
A CADEMY 8:30 am4:30 pm
2084571019
rhappeny@idahoidea.org

Deb Pence: Admin/Secondary Principabeborahpence@idahoidea.org

Melissa Johnson: Counselomelissajohnson@idahoidea.org

Stephanie Childress: Secondary Foreign Languagtephaniechildress@idahoidea.org

Rachel Reed: Contact Teachemrachelreed@idahoidea.org

Hal Clark: Contact Teacherhalclark@idahoidea.org

Joanie Shultz: Contact Teachgpanschultz@idahoidea.org

Gwynne Fleener: Contact Teachegwynnefleener@idahoidea.org

Karen Ashenbrenner: Community Coordinatokarenashenbrenner@idahoidea.org

Lois Bly: Contact Teacherloisbly@idahoidea.org

Mary Thompson: Contact Teachemarythompson@idahoidea.org

Keith Myers: Secondary Matteithmyers@idahoidea.org

Amy Clark: Secondary Health/PE amyclark@idahoidea.org

Wor ds:

Cl
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Never doubt
that a small,
group of

thoughtful,
committed
citizens can
change the

world. Indeed,
it is the only

thing that ever

has.

i Margaret
Mead

Counselors Corner

To All Home Educators: Also a whiteboard can be an instru- their ideas but there is a better time
mental tool for when students get si for that. Let the child know that you
tracked and start thinking about top are going to set aside time to go over

As we near the end of the semester \hich deviate from the current lessc their ideas and concerns at the end

know it can be challenging to keep s For example if your child of the school day. Then have sticky
dents focused and possibly yours is working on alesson  notes available at their

as well. | would like to gncourag and asks you a question workspace and when a

you to keep to your routine as mu which does not pertain to idea comes up (not re-

as possible. This would include yq

the lesson, there are three |lated to the assignment)
courses of action. they can write it down, put it at the
you need to cover to meet your end *One response would be t corner of their desk and you will
of semester goals. | recommend interrupt the lesson and  stick it up on the whiteboard or
you take a moment to review with  anwer the question which may dist other given place. Then at the end
your learners where you started at tt from the flow and completion of the of the day you will read the notes
first of the year, the material that you 4ssjgnment. and communicate with them about
have covered to date and finally sho' « Apother response would be to not their ideas or concerns. This way
your children what portion is remaini yespond and tell the child to keep  they know that you value and care
to finish out the semester. Perhaps ' \yorking on the lesson at hand. Mai about their input, thought s, ideas
have done this already; this will accc times a child would feel upset at this and concerns, yet it does not inter-
plish a mental picture for students to response and would probably keep rupt your teaching and their learning
visualize the completion of the SeMe thinking about the idea which would
ter. Also they should feel great satis || interfere with the lesson at hanc Happy Teaching,
tion upon seeing the progress they h + third response would be to have
made and where they are going. Wt gystem in place for these occasions Melissa JohnseBounselor
boards can be very instrumental in ill 11,¢ system would be talking to you
trating your course of study and futul ¢ji4 ahout how these interruptions
projects and goals. impede the flow of teaching and lea

ing and tell them that you want to he

daily lesson plans and material tha

Online Programs with Brenda!

Discovery Education Streaming.
When you log into DE Streaming, y
will find a great informational home
page that highlights units of study.
Often there are quizzes already de
oped for you that work with several
This is always an interesting time the videos. These make great pre
year for teachers and students. It assessments and discussion topics
the start Of a new Calendar year, evaluate what yOUr student already
it is also almost the midway mark knows about a particular subject. A(

the school year. The excitement cessing this prior knowledge not on
. allows the teacher to know how to ¢

the holidays is over and January instruction but also is a great strate(

prove to be a bit challenging in th tor introducing students to a new to
weather department. As you worl

keep your students enthusiastic
about their classes, it might be a

Happy New
Year!

%‘?}:KS. For those of you who have

the perfect time to incorporate the2cduired subscriptions to ALEKS, n

Online Resources thabDEA has is the perfect time to-evaluate how
made avail abl e Yopareysyg,t Many paresding
used your online subscriptions a Nhaving their student use ALEKS 2
great deal, now is a good time to &8s & week is a nice way to add v
a little variety to your weekly lessd#y to math instruction. The online

plans. Here are some few Suggesi.ntel'face is a good break from the t
tions you might try: ditional pencil and paper exercises.

Dondét overl ook t : ’ . ter
in ALEKS.
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