
can provide you with more information to 

help you with any one of these steps. 

Benefits of student portfolios include:  

 

Student awareness of quality work :  Stu-

dents learn to identify what quality work is.  

Engagement & involvement :  Students are 

shareholders in their own progress. 

Motivation :  Presenting work to an audi-

ence may increase motivation. 

Shared accountability :   Accountability is 

shared between the parent and the student, 

with the student assuming more responsi-

bility.  

Improved communication :  Portfolios de-

velopment provides an opportunity for 

ongoing communication between the par-

ent, the student and the contact teacher. 

Formative (ongoing) assessment :  Assess-

ment is done throughout the process of 

creating the portfolio.  

Clarity of expectations :  The portfolio crite-

ria outline clear expectations and standards. 

Seeing growth over time :  Through the 

development of the portfolio, you can see 

the development of skills and knowledge 
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In my 12 years of educating at home, I 
have always found the post holiday time 
of year to be the hardest time to teach.  
The excitement, parties and surprises are 
over and we still have over half a year of 
school left!  What am I ever going to do? 
Here are some motivational suggestions. 

Students who take control of their edu-
cation are more motivated and success-
ful in school.  How do you do this?  The 
first step is to set goals.  If your child 
didnõt set any goals at the beginning of 
the school year, have them set some 
now.  It is never too late to make goals.  
If they did make goals at the beginning 
of the school year, go back and evaluate 
them.  Which ones did they accomplish?  
Celebrate these accomplishments!  
Which ones need to be changed or de-
leted?  Are there any new goals?  Stu-
dents who set and achieve their goals 
will take more personal ownership for 
their education. 

The next step to motivating your kids is 

to let them take control of their own 
education.  We talked about this last 
month with flexibility and letting your 
children decide what time of day they 
would like to study their various classes.   

Another way to have them take control 
of their education is to have your child 
pick a topic ð any topic - that they want 
to explore and learn about.  As they are 
doing their project, try to involve as 
many different medias, senses (touch, 
taste, feel) and crafts that you can think 
of.  Read books, watch movies or dis-
covery channel stories on the topic.  Go 
on field trips or have parties relating to 
their topic.  If their topic is on: 

The Old West, visit a train park or 

take a ride on a steam engine. 

Indians, make a dugout canoe or 

dream catchers. 

Expansion out west, have a party 

with the theme being the Oregon 

Trail 

Solar System, make a solar system 

out of Styrofoam balls. 

 

Get more bang for your buck by allow-
ing these projects to become science fair 
projects, historical fiction novels, family 
projects, display boards, community 
service projects, anchor 
assignments, portfolio sub-
missions or IDFY presenta-
tions. 

If you need some fresh 
ideas for the rest of the 
school year, come to our 
next Momõs Night Out and 
we will help you brain-
storm.   

Susie MacPherson 

Ɂ3ÏÌɯÔÈÎÐÊɯÖÍɯ×ÖÙÛÍÖÓÐÖÚɯÓÐÌÚɯÕÖÛɯÐÕɯ

the portfolios themselves, but in 

ÛÏÌɯ×ÙÖÊÌÚÚɯÜÚÌËɯÐÕɯÊÙÌÈÛÐÕÎɯÛÏÌÔɂȭɯ

Charlotte Danielson  

 

By the end of the month, all I -DEA stu-

dents will have participated in portfolio 

conferences.  Student portfolios are a 

powerful way to focus the attention to 

student learning:  what they are learn-

ing, how well they are learning it, and 

how they are demonstrating the learn-

ing. 

The portfolios involve two components:  

the process and the product.  You may 

be tempted to focus primarily on the 

product, but the process of developing 

the portfolio is equally important.  The 

portfolio itself is a collection of student 

work, while the development of the port-

folio is at the heart of a successful port-

folio.  The development process in-

cludes 4 steps: collection, selection, 

reflection and projection.  Your teacher 

over time. 

Teaching important skills:  Portfo-

lio development provides opportu-

nities for reflection and self evalua-

tion.  

Although portfolio development 

can sometimes be challenging, my 

hopes are that you found the proc-

ess well worth the time and effort.   

8ÖÜÙɯÊÏÐÓËɀÚɯ×ÖÙÛÍÖÓÐÖɯÞÐÓÓɯÌÝÖÓÝÌɯ

over time and it is through this 

process, that he/she will learn that 

their work and efforts genuinely 

matter. 

Linda Sterk, 

Director, I -DEA 



Community Events for Palouse! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

IDFY meeting 

All teens join us for this very 
important meeting.   Fun and 

games are always a part of 
these get-togethers! 

Friday, Jan. 23rd 

Sisterõs Brew (back conference 
room) 

6:30 ð 8:30 

 

What a wonderful time we 

had at the U of I climbing 

wall several weeks ago.  It 

was great to see so many 

teens!  We also had some 

parents and little ones 

climbing as well.  With 

such a great turnout, we 

will certainly do this activ-

ity again! 

 

Hey, didnôt the CDA Eagle 

Cruise rock!  Almost 1/3 of 

the boat was from the 

Lewiston/Moscow area!  It 

was fun to drive up as a 

group and con-

tinue on with our 

activities after the 

cruise.   

Student Activities  
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Palouse Gym Day 

What:  Gym Day at the Hamilton 
Indoor Recreation Center in Mos-

cow 

When:  Friday, Jan. 23rd  from 9:30-
10:30 and once a month for the rest 

of the school year. 

For:  K-5th grade I-DEA students 

 

Come for a morning of activities 
and games related to the Physical 
Education Standards. Each month a 
different standard will be addressed.  
Amy Clark will teach parents and 
students the skills and techniques 
for specific physical education skills.  
We will then start practicing these 
skills with Amy.  Throughout the 
month, parents are to continue 

working with their kids on these 
skills until we meet the next month. 
We will test the kids on these skills, 
see the progress that they made, and 
then Amy will teach a new set of 
skills.   (We already have extended 
reading and extended math.  Now 
we have extended PE!) Each Gym 
Day will conclude with fun games 
that we will play together. 

For more information contact 
Susie MacPherson (877-1550) or 

Amy Clark (596-9392) 

 

 

 

Momõs Night Out 
Tuesday, Jan. 20 th   

Rosauers ð (in the Orchards) 

- Lewiston  

7 ð 9PM 

If you are looking for a re-

laxed evening with other 

Moms then come Join us for 

coffee, dessert and a much 

deserved break! .   

Bring your friends.  The more 

the merrier!  

 

Never doubt 
that a small, 

group of 
thoughtful, 
committed 

citizens can 
change the 
world. In-

deed, it is the 
only thing 

that ever has.  

ñ Margaret 
Mead  

Idaho Jr. Duck 
Stamp Contest 

 

What: An art contest for K-12 stu-
dents designing the annual U.S. 

Postal Stamp as part of a conserva-
tion education program. All entries 
receive a certificate of participation, 
but cash prizes are also available for 
the top three stamps at the national 

level.  

When: Entries must be postmarked 
by March 7, 2008 and mailed to: 

 Michelle Funderburg  

I-DEA SE Resource Center, 4860 
Burley Dr. #2, Chubbuck, ID 83202.  

For official contest rules and more 
information, please contact 

michellefunder-
burg@idahoidea.org 

mailto:michellefunderburg@idahoidea.org
mailto:michellefunderburg@idahoidea.org


Civil Rights  are the rights and 

privileges to which we are entitled 

under the laws that govern our nation. 

In America, our civil rights are guar-

anteed in the Constitution, particu-

larly in the Bill of Rights and other 

Amendments.                                              

Even though the Emancipation Proc-

lamation  freed the slaves in 1865 and 

the 13th Amendment outlawed slav-

ery and guaranteed black Americans 

the rights to which all American citi-

zens are entitled, many black Ameri-

cans in the South were not allowed to 

exercise their civil rights, even until 

the 1960s. The Civil Rights Move-

ment in the United States helped to 

win equality for all Americans.                                           

In 1987, a Presidential Proclamation 

declared August 12 to be commemo-

rated as Civil Rights Day. This day is 

an opportunity to honor those who 

worked to help create an America 

where all Americans' civil rights 

are protected. It is also a time to 

stand up for the continuing protec-

tion of our civil rights guaranteed 

in the Constitution.                                                                                                               

In recent years, some have sug-

gested that Martin Luther King 

Day be observed as Civil Rights 

Day to commemorate the greater 

cause to which Dr. King and so 

many others dedicated their lives 

for the good of us all.  

Use literature to teach about 

Civil Rights ! 

K-2  A Picture Book of Martin 

Luther King Jr. by: David 

Adler Happy Birthday Mar-

tin Luther King by: Jean 

Marzollo  

3-5 Martinõs Big Words: The Life 

of Martin Luther King Jr. by: 

Doreen Rappaport A Thousand 

Never Evers by: Shana Burg  

6-8  The Watsons go to Birming-

ham, 1963 by: Christopher 

Paul Curtis Through My Eyes 

by: Ruby Bridges  

9-12 The Civil Rights Movement in 

American Memory by: Renee 

Romano Freedomõs Children: 

Young Civil Rights Activists 

Tell Their Own Stories by: 

Ellen Levine 

January 19th Civil Rights Day  

Page 3 PALOUSE  EDITION 

We are on the Web! 

www.idahoidea.org 

PF Resource Center  

Contact information: 

Rachel Happeny, Receptionist 

Monday ðFriday  

8:30 am -4:30 pm 

208-457-1019 

rhappeny@idahoidea.org 

Palouse/Post Falls Regional Staff: 

Deb Pence: Admin/Secondary Principal deborahpence@idahoidea.org  

Melissa Johnson: Counselor  melissajohnson@idahoidea.org  

Keith Myers: Secondary Math keithmyers@idahoidea.org  

Amy Clark: Secondary Health/PE  amyclark@idahoidea.org 

Lois Bly: Contact Teacher  loisbly@idahoidea.org  

Susie MacPherson: Community Coordinator  susiemacpherson@idahoidea.org 



To All Home Educators: 

 

As we near the end of the semester I 
know it can be challenging to keep stu-
dents focused and possibly yourself 
as well.   I would like to encourage 
you to keep to your routine as much 
as possible. This would include your 
daily lesson plans and material that 
you need to cover to meet your end 
of semester goals.   I recommend 
you take a moment to review with 
your learners where you started at the 
first of the year, the material that you 
have covered to date and finally show 
your children what portion is remaining 
to finish out the semester.  Perhaps you 
have done this already; this will accom-
plish a mental picture for students to 
visualize the completion of the semes-
ter.  Also they should feel great satisfac-
tion upon seeing the progress they have 
made and where they are going.  White-
boards can be very instrumental in illus-
trating your course of study and future 
projects and goals. 

Also a whiteboard can be an instru-
mental tool for when students get side-
tracked and start thinking about topics 
which deviate from the current lesson.   

For example if your child 
is working on a lesson 
and asks you a question 
which does not pertain to 
the lesson, there are three 
courses of action.                                               
*One response would be to 
interrupt the lesson and 

answer the question which may distract 
from the flow and completion of the 
assignment.                                          
* Another response would be to not 
respond and tell the child to keep 
working on the lesson at hand.  Many 
times a child would feel upset at this 
response and would probably keep 
thinking about the idea which would 
still interfere with the lesson at hand.   
*A third response would be to have a 
system in place for these occasions.  
The system would be talking to your 
child about how these interruptions 
impede the flow of teaching and learn-
ing and tell them that you want to hear 

their ideas but there is a better time 
for that. Let the child know that you 
are going to set aside time to go over 
their ideas and concerns at the end 
of the school day.  Then have sticky 
notes available at their 
workspace and when an 
idea comes up (not re-
lated to the assignment) 
they can write it down, put it at the 
corner of their desk and you will 
stick it up on the whiteboard or 
other given place.  Then at the end 
of the day you will read the notes 
and communicate with them about 
their ideas or concerns.  This way 
they know that you value and care 
about their input, thought s, ideas 
and concerns, yet it does not inter-
rupt your teaching and their learning.   

Happy Teaching,  

Melissa Johnson-Counselor 

ALEKS.  For those of you who have 

acquired subscriptions to ALEKS, now 

is the perfect time to re-evaluate how 

you are using it. Many parents find that 

having their student use ALEKS 2-3 

times a week is a nice way to add vari-

ety to math instruction. The online 

interface is a good break from the tra-

ditional pencil and paper exercises. 

Donõt overlook the dictionary of terms 

in ALEKS. 

Counselors Corner 
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Online Programs with Brenda! 

 

Happy New 
Year!  

 

This is always an interesting time of 
year for teachers and students. It is 
the start of a new calendar year, but 
it is also almost the midway mark of 
the school year. The excitement of 
the holidays is over and January can 
prove to be a bit challenging in the 
weather department. As you work to 
keep your students enthusiastic 
about their classes, it might be a 
great time to consider small changes 
in your daily routine. This would be 
the perfect time to incorporate the 
Online Resources that I-DEA has 
made available to you. If you havenõt 
used your online subscriptions a 
great deal, now is a good time to add 
a little variety to your weekly lesson 
plans. Here are some few sugges-
tions you might try: 

 

Discovery Education Streaming.  
When you log into DE Streaming, you 
will find a great informational home 
page that highlights units of study. 
Often there are quizzes already devel-
oped for you that work with several of 
the videos. These make great pre-
assessments and discussion topics to 
evaluate what your student already 
knows about a particular subject. Ac-
cessing this prior knowledge not only 
allows the teacher to know how to plan 
instruction but also is a great strategy 
for introducing students to a new topic. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

BrainPOP and 
BrainPOP, Jr. Be sure to 
check out the movie of the month. 
BrainPOP ties its monthly features 
to the calendar of holidays, birthdays 
of prominent people, and special 
recognized days of interest. Have 
you been using the extra activities 
that come with each of the featured 
movies? You can find home activi-
ties, quizzes and projects for nearly 
all of the videos. The home activities 
also provide you with background 
information before you begin a unit 

 

In every 
conceivable 
manner, the 

family is 
link to our 

past, bridge 
to our       
future.  

 

-Alex Haley  
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16  

 

 

19  

Civil Rights 

Day  

NO  

SCHOOL  

20  

Momõs 

Night Out  

 

21  22  

 

23  

 

Chapter Meeting  

GYM Day  

26  

 

End of 2nd 

Quarter  

27  

 

28  

IRIs in Lewis-

ton & Moscow  

29  

 

30  

 

Winter Break December 22nd - January 2nd 


