
“The magic of portfolios lies not in the 

portfolios themselves,  

but in the process used in creating them”. 

                                                                        

Charlotte Danielson 

 

By the end of the month, all I-DEA stu-

dents will have participated in portfolio 

conferences.  Student portfolios are a 
powerful way to focus the attention to 

student learning:  what they are learning, 

how well they are learning it, and how 
they are demonstrating the learning. 

 

The portfolios involve two components:  
the process and the product.  You may be 

tempted to focus primarily on the product, 

but the process of developing the portfolio 
is equally important.  The portfolio itself is 

a collection of student work, while the 

development of the portfolio is at the heart 
of a successful portfolio.  The develop-

ment process includes 4 steps: collection, 

selection, reflection and projection.  Your 

teacher can provide you with more infor-

mation to help you with any one of these 

steps. 
 

 

 

Benefits of student portfolios include: 

Student awareness of quality work:  

Students learn to identify what quality 

work is. 

Engagement & involvement:  Stu-

dents are shareholders in their own 
progress. 

Motivation:  Presenting work to an 

audience may increase motivation. 

Shared accountability:   Accountabil-

ity is shared between the parent and the 
student, with the student assuming 

more responsibility. 

Improved communication:  Portfolios 

development provides an opportunity 
for ongoing communication between 

the parent, the student and the contact 

teacher. 

Formative (ongoing) assessment:  

Assessment is done throughout the 
process of creating the portfolio. 

Clarity of expectations:  The portfolio 

criteria outline clear expectations and 

standards. 

Seeing growth over time:  Through 

the development of the portfolio, you 

can see the development of skills and 

knowledge over time. 

Teaching important skills:  

Portfolio development provides 
opportunities for reflection and 

self evaluation. 
 

Although portfolio development can 

sometimes be challenging, my hopes 
are that you found the process well 

worth the time and effort.   Your child’s 

portfolio will evolve over time and it is 
through this process, that he/she will 

learn that their work and efforts genu-

inely matter. 
 

Linda Sterk, 

Director, I-DEA 

Southeast Edition:   From the Director 

January 2009 Ring out the old, ring in the new, 

Ring, happy bells, across the snow; 

The year is going, let him go; 

Ring out the false, ring in the true. 

 

Alfred, Lord Tennyson  

ID
A

H
O

 D
IS

TA
N

C
E 

ED
U

C
A

TI
O

N
 A

C
A

D
E
M

Y
 

I
D

A
H

O
 

D
I

S
T

A
N

C
E

 
E

D
U

C
A

T
I

O
N

 
A

C
A

D
E

M
Y

 

Parent to Parent 
As you are well aware by now, home educat-
ing your children is not just a ―walk in the 
park.‖   You, the educating parent, spend 
countless hours searching, planning, making 
adjustments for individual learning styles 
and interests, making and executing lesson 
plans, and still fretting and worrying if you 
are doing enough, or ―doing it right.‖  

Many of us, at the beginning of each new 
year, make ―New Year’s Resolutions.‖  This 
year, it might be fun to set a goal enriching 
your home educating experience!  All you 
need is www.google.com, a little bit of 
imagination and a few supplies, and wa-la! 

A few things to keep in mind, when setting 
your goals are: 

Write it down!!!!!!!  An unwritten goal 

is just an idea. 

Break the goal into smaller manage-
able parts.  Be sure each part is clearly 
defined. 

Have a strong belief that YOU CAN 

SUCCEED! 

For example: The goal is to enrich your home 
educating experience by having a relaxing, fun, 
hands-on experience.  That topic can be bro-
ken down into individual subjects.  

GOAL: FACILITATE A FUN, HANDS-ON 

EXPERIENCE WITH MATH  

Google search:  M & M’s Math 

Click on link to website:  http://

score.kings.k12.ca.us/lessons/ 

         (which lists NCTM and California State                                

         Standards for the activities –can be                  

         easily compared to Idaho State Stan-            

         dards!)      

Print out &make supply list 

Shop 

Play M & M’s math with your kids! 

Fill out charts and graphs—make them 

colorful 

Take pictures for portfolio conference!!! 
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Inside this issue: 

Please remember, that we, as your commu-
nity coordinators are also home educating 
parents.  We, like you, are continually 
striving to improve the overall educational 
experience for our children.  Feel free to 
contact us with your home educating 
questions and concerns!  WE ARE HERE 
FOR YOU!!! 

~Mariann Olsen 

IDEA 

Portfolio 

http://www.google.com
http://score.kings.k12.ca.us/lessons/mandm.html
http://score.kings.k12.ca.us/lessons/mandm.html


Science Friday 

Friday, January 9, 2009  10:00-11:30  Idaho Museum of Natural History 

Grades 5+    Meets Science Standards 1 and 3 

Come on down to the IMNH and explore the world that is hidden from our eyes.  We will learn how to properly use and adjust a micro-

scope, create our own slides and compare microscopic structures and learn what types of organisms live all around you. 

Things to bring:  $1.25 for the Museum 

 

Writing Help: 

Tuesday, January 6th & 20th  1:00-3:00    

Melinda will help any student who need feedback on an essay every Tuesday during the rest of the school year. Each student is allotted 

20 minutes and must call into the Southeast Resource Center at the scheduled time. Times must be scheduled ahead of time through 

Jerri. Please call 208-457-1388 to schedule your time. 

 

Poetry Hash: 

Tuesday, January 20, 2009  3:00-4:00   Elluminate  

Love poetry? Hate poetry? Just don’t get it? Attend the Poetry Hash Elluminate session with Melinda Campbell to make sense of it all.  

Click HERE for the link and don’t forget to sign on with your first and last name. 

Community Events 

Workshops 

Did you know: 
 

Mel Blanc - the 
voice of Bugs Bunny 
- was allergic to 
carrots. 
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Idaho Jr. Duck Stamp Contest 

What: An art contest for K-12 students designing the annual U.S. Postal Stamp as part of a conservation education program. All entries receive a certificate of partici-

pation, but cash prizes are also available for the top three stamps at the national level. When: Entries must be postmarked by March 7, 2008 and mailed to Michelle 

Funderburg at the I-DEA SE Resource Center, 4860 Burley Dr. #2, Chubbuck, ID 83202. For official contest rules and more information, please contact michelle-

funderburg@idahoidea.org. 

 

Community Outing – Chubbuck’s Petco’s Fur, Feathers & Fins 

Where: Petco, 4335 Yellowstone Ave, Chubbuck, ID.  When: Friday, January 16, 10:30-12.  Who: Grades K-8 (tour information will be based for 4th grade level, 

but all ages welcome) Important Information: LIMIT OF 25—RSVP required by January 8, Petco also requires its own permission form so please click HERE , 

print the form, and call me with the details (allergies, etc.) --contact Michelle F. 251-9597. Science Standards 1, 3, 5. Social Studies Standard 4. 

 

 

Community Outing – Idaho Fall’s Petco’s Fur, Feathers & Fins 

Where: Petco, 2375 E 17th Street, Idaho Falls, ID (by Toys R Us).  When: Friday, January 16, 12-1:30.  Who: Grades K-8 (tour information will be based for 4th 

grade level, but all ages welcome) Important Information: LIMIT OF 25—RSVP required by January 8, Petco also requires its own permission form  so please 

click HERE , print the form, and call me with the details (allergies, etc.) --contact Mariann 390-6133. Science Standards 1, 3, 5. Social Studies Standard 4. 

 

 

IDFY Meetings 

Idaho Falls: January 15, 2009, 3233 E. 1st Street, Idaho Falls. Contact Mariann Olson at 208-390-6133 or mariannolson@idahoidea.org 

Chubbuck: January 8, 2009, Southeast Resource Center. Contact Michelle Funderburg at 208-251-9597 or michellefunderburg@idahoidea.org. 

Burley: January 8, 2009,       Contact Carrie Churba at 208-431-7196 or carriechurba@idahoidea.org. 

Regularly Scheduled  

Elluminate Help Sessions: 

Science Help: 

Thursdays 12-1 mountain    Click the link HERE  

Math Help: 

Thursdays 1-3 mountain    Click the link HERE  

Please remember to log in with your first and last name. 

https://sas.elluminate.com/m.jnlp?sid=1111&password=M.522C632A6895AF59D5EB330704F987
mailto:michellefunderburg@idahoidea.org
mailto:michellefunderburg@idahoidea.org
http://www.fieldtripfactory.com/materials/petco/petco_ps.pdf
http://www.fieldtripfactory.com/materials/petco/petco_ps.pdf
http://www.fieldtripfactory.com/materials/petco/petco_ps.pdf
http://www.fieldtripfactory.com/materials/petco/petco_ps.pdf
mailto:mariannolson@idahoidea.org
mailto:michellefunderburg@idahoidea.org
mailto:carriechurba@idahoidea.org
https://sas.elluminate.com/m.jnlp?sid=1111&password=M.B1E629DD9BC0BD8A5FE0E63A813008
https://sas.elluminate.com/site/external/jwsdetect/meeting.jnlp?sid=1111&password=M.FAFB48A97B9ED899D7B7BD9C3BB561


Civil Rights are the rights and privileges to 

which we are entitled under the laws that gov-

ern our nation. In America, our civil rights are 

guaranteed in the Constitution, particularly in 

the Bill of Rights and other Amendments.  

Even though the Emancipation Proclamation 

freed the slaves in 1865 and the 13th Amend-

ment outlawed slavery and guaranteed black 

Americans the rights to which all American 

citizens are entitled, many black Americans in 

the South were not allowed to exercise their 

civil rights, even until the 1960s. The Civil 

Rights Movement in the United States helped to 

win equality for all Americans.  

 

In 1987, a Presidential Proclamation declared 

August 12 to be commemorated as Civil Rights 

Day. This day is an opportunity to honor those 

who worked to help create an America where 

all Americans' civil rights are protected. It is 

also a time to stand up for the continuing pro-

tection of our civil rights guaranteed in the Con-

stitution. 

 

 

 

In recent years, some have suggested that Mar-

tin Luther King Day be observed as Civil 

Rights Day to commemorate the greater cause 

to which Dr. King and so many others dedicated 

their lives for the good of us all. 

 

Use literature to teach about Civil Rights! 

K-2  A Picture Book of Martin Luther King 

Jr. by: David Adler 

 Happy Birthday Martin Luther King 

by: Jean Marzollo 

3-5 Martin’s Big Words: The Life of Mar-

tin Luther King Jr. by: Doreen Rappaport 

 A Thousand Never Evers  by: 

Shana Burg 

6-8  The Watsons go to Birmingham, 1963 

by: Christopher Paul Curtis 

 Through My Eyes by: Ruby Bridges 

9-12 The Civil Rights Movement in Ameri-

can Memory by: Renee Romano 

 Freedom’s Children: Young Civil 

Rights Activists Tell Their Own Stories by: 

  Ellen Levine 

Civil Rights Day/Martin Luther King Jr. Day/January 19 
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We are on the Web! 

www.idahoidea.org 

Contact information: 

Jerri Fry SERC Receptionist 

Monday –Friday 9-5 

208-238-1388 

jerrifry@idahoidea.org 

Southeast Resource Staff: 

Jason Bransford: Admin/Social Studies jasonbransford@idahoidea.org 

Michelle Rightler: Biology michellerightler@idahoidea.org 

Melinda Campbell: English melindacampbell@idaho.idea.org 

Andrea Buck-Baker: Contact Teacher andreabuckbaker@idahoidea.org 

Jennifer Aiton: Secondary Music jenniferaiton@idahoidea.org 

Michelle Funderburg: Community Coordinator michellefunderburg@idahoidea.org 

Paula Way: Contact Teacher paulaway@idahoidea.org 

Duane Blackburn: Special Education duaneblackburn@idahoidea.org 

Mary Thompson: Contact Teacher/IDLA Site Coordinator marythompson@idahoidea.org 

Amber Stimpson: Contact Teacher amberstimpson@idahoidea.org 

Terri Meyer: Business Teacher terrimeyer@idahoidea.org 

Carrie Churba: Community Coordinator carriechurba@idahoidea.org 

Jennifer Mecham: Art & Contact Teacher jennifermecham@idahoidea.org 

Mariann Olson: Community Coordinator mariannolson@idahoidea.org 



Happy New Year! This is always an interesting time of year for teachers and students. It is the start of a new calendar year, but it is 

also almost the midway mark of the school year. The excitement of the holidays is over and January can prove to be a bit challenging 

in the weather department. As you work to keep your students enthusiastic about their classes, it might be a great time to consider 

small changes in your daily routine. This would be the perfect time to incorporate the Online Resources that I-DEA has made avail-

able to you. If you haven’t used your online subscriptions a great deal, now is a good time to add a little variety to your weekly les-

son plans. Here are some few suggestions you might try: 

BrainPOP and BrainPOP, Jr. Be sure to check out the movie of the month. BrainPOP ties its monthly features to the calendar of 

holidays, birthdays of prominent people, and special recognized days of interest. Have you been using the extra activities that come 

with each of the featured movies? You can find home activities, quizzes and projects for nearly all of the videos. The home activities 

also provide you with background information before you begin a unit with your students. 

Discovery Education Streaming.  When you log into DE Streaming, you will find a great informational home page that highlights 

units of study. Often there are quizzes already developed for you that work with several of the videos. These make great pre-

assessments and discussion topics to evaluate what your student already knows about a particular subject. Accessing this prior 

knowledge not only allows the teacher to know how to plan instruction but also is a great strategy for introducing students to a new 

topic. 

ALEKS.  For those of you who have acquired subscriptions to ALEKS, now is the perfect time to re-evaluate how you are using it. 

Many parents find that having their student use ALEKS 2-3 times a week is a nice way to add variety to math instruction. The online 

interface is a good break from the traditional pencil and paper exercises. Don’t overlook the dictionary of terms in ALEKS. 

Counselorõs Corner 
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Online Programs with Brenda! 

To All Home Educators: 

As we near the end of the semester I know it can be challenging to keep students focused, and possibly your-

self as well.   I would like to encourage you to keep to your routine as much as possible. This would include 

your daily lesson plans and material that you need to cover to meet your end of semester goals.   I recom-

mend you take a moment to review with your learners where you started at the first of the year, the material 

that you have covered to date, and finally, show your children what portion is remaining to finish out the 

semester.  Perhaps you have done this already; this will accomplish a mental picture for students to visualize 

the completion of the semester.  Also they should feel great satisfaction upon seeing the progress they have 

made and where they are going.  Whiteboards can be very instrumental in illustrating your course of study 

and future projects and goals. 

A whiteboard can also be an instrumental tool for when students get sidetracked and start thinking about 

topics that deviate from the current lesson.   For example, if your child is working on a lesson and asks you a 

question which does not pertain to the lesson, there are three courses of action. One response would be to 

interrupt the lesson and answer the question which may distract from the flow and completion of the assign-

ment.   Another response would be to not respond and tell the child to keep working on the lesson at hand.  

Many times a child might feel upset at this response and will probably keep thinking about the idea which 

would still interfere with the lesson at hand.   A third response would be to have a system in place for these 

occasions.  The system would be talking to your child about how these interruptions impede the flow of 

teaching and learning and tell them that you want to hear their ideas but there is a better time for that. Let the 

child know that you are going to set aside time to go over their ideas and concerns at the end of the school 

day.  Then have sticky notes available at their workspace and when an idea comes up (not related to the as-

signment) they can write it down, put it at the corner of their desk and you will stick it up on the whiteboard 

or other given place.  Then at the end of the day you will read the notes and communicate with them about 

their ideas or concerns.  This way they know that you value and care about their input, thoughts, ideas and 

concerns, yet it does not interrupt your teaching and their learning.   

Happy Teaching, Melissa Johnson-Counselor 

Did you know: 

Every person has a 

unique tongue print. 

 



Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday 

   1 2 

5 6 

Writing Help 1-3 

7 8  
Idaho Falls Help Day 

        10-4 Public Library 

Burly Information Session 

1:30  

Burly IDFY 7pm. 

Chubbuck IDFY 6pm  

9 
Science Friday 10 at 

IMNH 

12 13 14 
Salmon IRI Testing 

15 
Idaho Falls IDFY 6pm 

16 
Idaho Falls & Chubbuck 

Petco Outing (see pg 2) 

19 20 
Writing Help 1-3 

Poetry Hash 3-4 

21 22 23 

26 

Monthly  

Updates Due 

27 28 
Idaho Falls IRI Testing 

Twin Falls IRI Testing 

29 
Chubbuck IRI Testing 

30 

January 2009 

School Closed 

High School Exams 

High School Exams 

IDLA Exams 

K-6 Portfolio Conferences 

K-6 Portfolio Conferences 


