
Emphasize the importance of effort. 

Provide your child with clear feedback 

on the learning goals.  

End the instructional units by asking 

your child to assess him/herself relative 
to the learning goals. 

Before presenting new content, ask 

your child questions that help him/her 
recall what they might already know 
about the content. 

Assign tasks that require your child to 

practice important skills and proce-
dures. 

Ask your child to construct verbal or 

written summaries of new content. 

Ask your child to represent the new 

content in nonlinguistic ways through 
pictures, enactments and graphic or-
ganizers. 

Present activities and assignments that 

require your child to compare and 
classify content. 

Ask your child to take notes on new 

content. 

North Edition 

From the Director: 

February 2009 

Important Reminders: 

Last Day to Amend Spring ILPs is Feb 5th 

Presidents Day February 16th No School 

Anchors are due Feb 20th 
M

o
n

th
ly

 N
e
w

s
le

tt
e

r
 

I
D

A
H

O
 

D
I

S
T

A
N

C
E

 
E

D
U

C
A

T
I

O
N

 
A

C
A

D
E

M
Y 

Parent to Parent 

Workshops 2 

Community Events 2 

Holiday Ideas 3 

Teacher Contact Info. 3 

Counselors Corner 4 

Online Programs 4 

Monthly Calendar of Events 5 

Inside this issue: 

Hello!  

As we say adios 2008, winter break 

and the recent òParade of Stormsó; 

we say hello 2009, and second se-

mester!  I am Karen Ashenbrenner, 

the Community Coordinator for the 

north, and a home educator of three 

I-DEA students in grades 12th, 7th, 

and 3rd.  I would like to send a warm 

2009 welcome to I-DEA families-

new and returning!  Through various 

activities and outings I have had the 

pleasure to meet many families, and 

I look forward to meeting those I 

have not!  Be sure to keep an eye on 

your parent email, each month ac-

tivities and events are announced in 

the monthly newsletter that will help 

in your planning.                                                                                            

How time flies!  It was only last Au-

gust when òNew Yearó, meant new 

school year.  This is always such a 

fun, new and exciting time!  When 

the boxes arrived the kids tore them 

open faster than I could mark the 

items off the inventory list! Not that I 

planned for what was to happen next, 

it just did.  We settled into a routine.  

We checked the schedule, we 

schooled, and I got the kids to ___, 

___ and ___.  Sound familiar?                                                                                                                    

If so, maybe you share my enthusi-

asm for the 2009 New Year.  A new 

beginning, second semester has ar-

rived.  Now is the time to utilize the 

flexibility and resources of I-DEA; it 

is the time to make changes to the 

student ILP, order materials and re-

sources, encumber funds for activities 

that will enhance and add fun into 

your childõs school day through the 

end of the year. You know the old 

saying; out with the old, and in 

with the new.                                                                                

Parentõs, is it possible you are ready 

to try something new? Perhaps line 

dancing, skiing, roller skating, sky-

diving-well, skydiving may be a 

little extreme, but hey, you never 

know! How about all of the above 

while on a momõs night out?  This 

fun activity is offered to parents in 

another part of the state, and if 

thereõs a need, I say 

letõs do it!                                                                                        

Karen                                                                                                           

karenashenbren-

ner@idahoidea.org 

Hello, 
I recently ran across some great 
ideas on highly effective teaching 
strategies in a book called What 
Works in Schools by Robert Mar-
zano.  The book outlines research-
based strategies that can be incorpo-
rated into your day-to-day instruc-
tion.  Here are just some of the tech-
niques that were included in the 
book that I thought you would find 
useful: 

Begin instructional units by pre-

senting your child with clear learn-
ing goals. 

Begin instructional units by asking 

your child to identify personal 
learning goals that fit within the 
learning goals presented by you.  

Ask your child to keep track of his/

her own performance on the learn-
ing goals. 

Recognize and celebrate any ob-

servable progress towards the 
learning goals. 

Present activities and assignments 

that require your child to con-
struct metaphors and analogies. 

Present activities and assignments 

that require your child to generate 
and test hypotheses regarding the 
content. 

 

If you would like more detailed 
information on these strategies, 
you can refer to What Works In 
Schools: Translating Research into 
Action by Robert Marzano (2003). 
Have a good day! 

Linda Sterk 

mailto:karenashenbrenner@idahoidea.org
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Community Events for PFRC! 

 

A PEAK PREVIEW! START         

PLANNING NOW!  
The Silverwood Annual Physics and  

Science Days are coming 
Pre planning for registration and        

payment will be necessary! 
 

Ages 8-64 $16.99 (per day)                  
Ages 3-7 $13.99 (per day) 

PHYSICS DAY: Wednesday, May 20th 

SCIENCE DAY: Thursday, May 21th 
 

*This is a pre pay event 
*Student may choose to participate in 

one, or both days 
* All payments are due in the Post Falls 
Resource Center by April 1, 2009 No 

foolingõ! 
*No late payment will be accepted under 

any circumstance 
*No refunds 

 
Watch for more info!                                      

karenashenbrenner@idahoidea.org  

Student Activities  

Anchor 
Assignment 

Assistance (AAA) 
& Portfolio Help  

 

Come get assistance 
from the IDEA staff. 
Please bring a copy of 
the assignments that 
youõre wanting help 
with, and any materials 
that might be needed. 
See you there! 

 

February 13th    
9am-12pm @ the 

Post Falls Resource 
Center  
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IDFY Chapter Meeting: Tues-

day, February 17, 2009 
2-4 PM  

Wear you IDFY apparel! It is 
Merchant Drive Night   

Bring your I-DFY Student ID 
card &  

$5 for fast food dinner night out! 
 

Itõs cool to be you!  
For information contact         

karenashenbrenner@idahoidea.org 

 

 

Celebrate Pi Day!                                                                                                                                                                       
No, thatõs not a misspelled. Pi, a 

Greek letter , is the symbol for the 
ratio of the circumference of a 

circle to its diameter.                     
Pi = 3.1415926535..., is a infinite,     
non-repeating decimal that has 
been calculated to over a trillion 

digits. Pi is an essential component 
in Geometry, Physics, Engineering, 

and many other field.                                                                      
Pi Day is celebrated by math    

enthusiasts around the world on 
March 14th, or the date 3.14. There 
are competitions to see who can 

accurately recite from memory the 
most digits of Pi. Some people 

spend the day solving math related 
puzzles or playing math related 

games. Others use it as an excuse 
to enjoy some wonderful home 

baked Pie.                                 
Attached are some Pi related activi-
ties for various age groups. Break 
them out on March 14th and enjoy 

your own little Slice of Pi! 

Science Labs 

Michelle Rightler will be 

helping Biology students 

complete most of the 

labs for Spring semester all in one 

big lab day.  

Post Falls Resource Center  Thurs-

day, February 12  

Michelle will personally help each 
child complete the majority of the 
òlab portionó of each lab and they 
can do the write-ups at home.  Not 
all labs will be fully done, but most 
will. This is well worth the time and 
effort. Please RSVP  Michelle 

@ michellerightler@idahoidea.org 

I -DEA Writerõs Club!!! 

4-6 grade Tuesdays, 1 - 2 PM 

Feb 3rd, Feb 17th, and Feb 24th.   
Students will work on their language 
arts skills, learn traits of good writ-
ing, create/share a variety of writing 

pieces, & meet new friends!                   
If you have questions or concerns, 

please e-mail me at 
(rachelreed@idahoidea.org) or call     

457-1019.  ðRachel Reed 

The 3rd Tues of 

every m
onth!  

 

Silverwood Reading 

Program  
Check your e-mail for all the 

details!  

If you have questions,         

contact  

karenashenbren-

ner@idahoidea.org  

Valentines Day 

Party 

February 13, 2009                                                                                                                                   
2-4PM                                                                                                                                                                  
Grades: K-4th                                                                                                                                                                                                                             

Post Falls Resource Center 

Hurry to sign up space is        
limited!  

A Puppet Show ~ Were So Nutty 
About Sports 
*Dress up in a sports costume! 
*Decorate a cupcake! 
*Create your very own puppet! 
 
Hope to see you there!   

Young Writers Workshop 

February 6th 1:00-2:30pm @ PFRC 

This Young Writerõs Workshop is for 
grades K-3. We will introduce the writ-
ing process through literature, writing, 
sharing, and publishing. This writing 

group includes both the student as & the 
parent.  Please RSVP with Rachel Happeny 

(208) 457-1019 

mailto:karenashenbrenner@idahoidea.org
mailto:karenashenbrenner@idahoidea.org
http://www.piday.org/million.php
mailto:michellerightler@idahoidea.org
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Monday, February 16th                    

The third Monday in February is set aside 

each year to celebrate two great American 

presidents: George Washington and 

Abraham Lincoln.  

George Washington is 

celebrated for being our 

nationõs first president 

and presiding over the 

Constitutional Convention.  Abraham 

Lincoln, our 16th president, is celebrated 

for the Emancipation 

Proclamation, abolish-

ing slavery.                                                                 

These two men receive 

the most attention for 

this holiday; however, 

many states may set 

aside this special day to celebrate other 

presidents.   Scholastic News (2008) re-

ports that Presidentsõ Day is an official 

national holiday and each state is allowed 

to decide how to celebrate it. This leads 

us to the question, how does Idaho 

celebrate this national holiday?                                                                        

Presidentsõ Day gives us an opportunity 

to reflect on our nationõs great leaders. 

We may take this time to examine 

presidential roles and responsibilities 

for ensuring the rights and privileges 

that we cherish as United States citi-

zens.  There are excellent resources for 

families to use as students explore the 

rich wonderful history of this national 

holiday.                                                                                                                

The White House Historical Associa-

tion offers well-developed lessons for 

student K-12 at http://

www.whitehousehistory.org/. This site 

includes beautiful virtual tours of the 

White House and an account of its his-

torical evolution.  The younger student 

will find fun information on the White 

House such as First Kids.  Did you 

know that there is bird watching inside 

the White House?  Click on eagles to 

begin this expedition.                                                                                                                                                          

Click the link for more information on 

the history of the Presidents of the 

United States at http://

www.whitehouse.gov/history/

presidents/.  Students can find informa-

tion about First Ladies at this site.  Offi-

cial presidential news and speeches can 

be viewed by clicking on the News tab.                      

Visit BrainPopJr. and BrainPop for 

background information and activities 

for Presidents.  Students will explore 

information about the elected leaderõs 

many responsibilities for creating poli-

cies, leading armed forces, and meeting 

with world leaders.  For I-DEA families 

the username is: idea2008, password is 

families. 
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We are on the Web! 

www.idahoidea.org 

PF Resource Center  

Contact information: 

Rachel Happeny, Receptionist 

Monday ðFriday  

8:30 am -4:30 pm 

208-457-1019 

rhappeny@idahoidea.org 

Post Falls Regional Staff: 

Deb Pence: Admin/Secondary Principal deborahpence@idahoidea.org  

Melissa Johnson: Counselor  melissajohnson@idahoidea.org  

Stephanie Childress: Secondary Foreign Language/Contact Teacher stephaniechildress@idahoidea.org  

Rachel Reed: Contact Teacher rachelreed@idahoidea.org  

Joanie Shultz: Contact Teacher joanschultz@idahoidea.org  

Gwynne Fleener: Contact Teacher  gwynnefleener@idahoidea.org  

Karen Ashenbrenner: Community Coordinator  karenashenbrenner@idahoidea.org 

Lois Bly: Contact Teacher  loisbly@idahoidea.org  

Mary Thompson: Contact Teacher marythompson@idahoidea.org 

Keith Myers: Secondary Math/ Contact Teacher keithmyers@idahoidea.org  

Amy Clark: Secondary Health/PE/ Contact Teacher  amyclark@idahoidea.org 

http://www.whitehousehistory.org/
http://www.whitehousehistory.org/
http://www.whitehousehistory.org/02/subs_expedition/index.html
http://www.whitehouse.gov/history/presidents/
http://www.whitehouse.gov/history/presidents/
http://www.whitehouse.gov/history/presidents/
http://www.brainpopjr.com/
http://www.brainpop.com/


Hello Families, 

I have recently had a neat discussion 
with one of our Contact Teachers, 
Rachel Reed.  She had great input 
regarding activities families can get 
involved with at home.  The activity 
we discussed was one the whole 
family can get involved with.  It 
revolves around the elementary stu-
dents and their daily learning. 

The students would set aside par-
ticular drawings, writings and/or 
activities and lessons that they are 
excited about.  They then could 
share these with the whole family 
during a designated weekly time.  
They could explain what they 
learned, what was exciting about it 
and other details.  When I re-
searched this topic on the web, I 
found many positive stories of how 
the students really got excited about 
sharing.  Some parents utilized this 
òshow and telló time as an opportu-
nity for teaching speaking and writ-

ing skills.  Rachel and I focused 
more on the sharing 
part and how kids get 
excited to share these 
projects and ideas with 
parents, extended family members 
and others who arenõt around dur-
ing the day when they are school-
ing. 

I sure have noticed how proud 
students are to come into the port-
folio conference and share their 
favorite and best work.  It is really 
a boost to their self esteem to have 
an audience that cares about what 
they have been accomplishing.  If 
you did set up some kind of weekly 
share out, I am convinced some of 
the material could be used during a 
portfolio conference.  I recently 
visited with a student who was 
preparing for a play and he literally 
recited every word in The Cat in the 
Hat.  I felt very proud and blessed 
to have experienced this success 

with him, and I look forward to 
attending the performance at a 
local childrenõs hospital. 

I know how busy we all get every 
day and itõs hard to find extra 
time, but if you can I believe 
your family and youngsters will 
grow closer together having 
òshared outó what was important 
to them.  I know many of our 
families have an evening already 
picked out for family time.  You 
may consider some time of edu-
cational sharing, this reinforces 
to the children that their daily 
learning is very important and 
special to each 
child. 

 

Thank-You for 

your time.   

Melissa Johnson,  

IDEA Counselor 

the top fastest growing, high tech 
occupations of today and the near 
future. It's like going out on more 
than 30 job shadow trips. This 
video shows jobs in the profes-
sional environmental occupations 
category, including Environmental 
Engineers, Wildlife Biologists, Soil  
Conservationists, Air Quality Spe-
cialists, Environmental Educators, 
and City & Regional Planners. 

Another resource we provide to 
you is INET. Go to 
www.inetclassroom.com and login. 
Login info for this and other web-
sites can be found on our I-DEA 
website under Parent Resources. 
Use the search term ôvirtual field 
tripõ and find many, many links to 
virtual field trips for almost any 
subject and grade level.  

And speaking of our Parent Re-
sources page, look there for a table 
of recorded Elluminate sessions I 
did first semester to be posted 
soon.  

Have a great trip! 

Counselors Corner 
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Online Programs with Brenda! 

We are off and running with the 
second half of the school year! Like 
many of you, this is the time of the 
year when I need a little boost to my 
enthusiasm. Students and teachers 
alike have been slogging through 
classes, buried in snow in many 
parts of the state, and tired of being 

cooped up indoors. Iõd 
like to share some 
ideas of how your 
computer can become 
your virtual getaway. 
Discovery Educa-

tion Streaming can be your ticket 
to many places around the world. 
Login to your account and use the 
search term ôfield tripõ and find 
some interesting videos to download 
and share throughout the week. 
Here are some highlights to con-
sider: 

At the elementary level there is a 
series called Magical Field Trips 
and they take students to a map-
maker, a post office, the Museum of 
Natural History, and the Denver 

Mint. And donõt miss Field 
Trips to Yesterday: The Road 
to Revolution. Be sure to click 
on the Curriculum Standards link 
to see which Idaho social studies 
standards for grades 3-5 are ad-
dressed with this video. 

Middle School students might 
enjoy the field trips to Washing-
ton, D. C., the Supreme Court, 
the White House and Philadel-
phia. Thereõs also a great field 
trip in search of insects, crusta-
ceans, and arachnids. Those 
Amazing Arthropods includes a 
teacherõs guide and an online 
quiz for students. And check out 
Recognizing Polygons and 
Polyhedrons in City Build-
ings. This might give you some 
great ideas for other geometry 
hunts in your own neighbor-
hood. 

High School students can ex-
plore career opportunities in the 
Emerging Career Video Li-
brary. This collection features 

Your 

computer can 

become your 

virtual 

getaway. 

  

 

 

http://www.inetclassroom.com


Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri 

2 

 

Groundhog Day  

3 

Writers Club 4 -6th 

grade 1 -2pm  

 

 

4  5   

 

 

Last Day to 

amend Spring 

ILPs  

6 

 

Young Writers 

Club 1 -2:30pm  

9 10  

 

11  

 

 

 

12  

Science Lab  

9am -4pm  

13  

Valentineõs Day 

Party 2 -4pm  

AAA  

9am -12pm  

16           

Presidentõs 

Day  

No School  

17  

Writers Club 4 -6th 

grade 1 -2pm  

IDFY meeting 

2-4pm  

 

18  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

19  

 

 

 

20  

 

 

 

Anchors Due  

23  
24  

Writers Club 4 -6th 

grade 1 -2pm  

 

 

 

25  26  

 

27  

 

Monthly          

Updates Due  

 

     

 

Remember: Last Day to Submit Order Encumbrances is February 28th  


