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pistance | From our Director

EDUCATION ~Contributed by Jason Bransford, {DEA Director

by CADEMY n January 1%, 2010, financial cuts will be, but we aralternatives
ucating Through Partnership One Child at a Time . ..
Governor Otter gave the already planning ways to minimia¢e ask

State of the State address outlinintpe impact of these reductions oryour under-
some of the great things going oppgA students. standing as wiSe
around Idaho. The news for -K2 I-DEA will immediately be furimplement}
schools was not as good, as he altiter reducing staff travel expenseshese cost savif/
announced budget cuts that woul@rinting costs, mail outs, anghg measures.
affect K12 public schoolscommunications expenses. From [-DEA will also be applying fg
immediately, includingDEA. This the parent perspective, this wileven more grants. We alread
cut was anticipated and did nomean that some of information yowapply for a substantial number ¢f
come as a surprise to most schodiave previously received via U§rants each year that bring in
leaders. We also anticipate that thenail will be sent via email insteadignificant amount of money, b{t
state Legislature will make furthe€Checking your -DEA email everywe will expand this effort to bringd
cuts for the 20162011 school year.day or two will ensure that youin additional revenue toDEA.
Some of you may wonder howhave the most upto-date On a related note, | want to|
these budget cuts will affectDEA information and resourcesthank you for your efforts in the)
families. Regionally, administrators areducation of your children. A

Let me start by assuring youmeeting with staff to examine waysDEA, we believe that studentp
that I-DEA will continue to findto further reduce expenses in eackhould receive thénighest quality of
ways to cut costs that have little oregion of the state. Some of theeducation. All budgetelated
no impact on student learningreductions | mentioned above magliscussions focus on how we cdn
Since the cuts to next school yeacome as a slight inconvenience faontinue to offer the best
have not yet been determined bgtaff members and-DEA families,educational opportunities td
the state legislature, it is impossibleut they represent less impact ostudents with the resources thaf
to anticipate exactly how deep thestudent learning than many of theve have.

Parent to Parent

~Contributed by Susie MacPherson, Community Coordinator

This time of year always | e ar foréchildren kindergartenReward your child with YOUR
finds us (and our childreni!l) and up, have them pick a topi t i meaéwalk together outside, ]

) ) any topic that they want to exploreh o t chocol at e, a g
with ~a lack of motiva- and learn. Involve as many differetttese to be done with you and w/
tion.  Here are some motiva-  medias and crafts that you can thingp|ings!
tional suggestions: of & movies, books, a party, foodMake Friday afternoons a free
Break up the day as much as craft projects, etc. t i me prévided they completd
p os s i bakecéokies, dojumpMake a game oueePLr yttifing durifgg th
ing jacks, play a quick game ofsee if you can get 5 math problemshrow a lunch Luau!
speed. done before | fi Rd semethinge spgcak Hoe sjé 6
Get out BkediewsinutesUse t he Oprizeetsymeéemd &l seé
to play tag, hide and seek, followour child earn a ticket for com- Ma k e dinner Uspleci a
the leader or sled down the hill.  pleting their school work, doingtablecloths, napkins, candles, chiga,
Use a fun t h dorechones w/b beidg asked, giving thgc.
themebased literature unit on thecook a compliment, helping a sib-Rearrange the furniture
weather, the ocean, bugs, chocding. After so many tickets, say 10,Set the tent up in the living
late, electricity, etc. they choose a prize out of a gralb o o mand then do school in thd
Let your kids take control of  bag. This makes it more compellingnti
their own education & then since the prize is a surprise. TheFace painting, finger painting,

they will be motivated to  prize could be a dollar store item...FEET PAINTING Cont. p. 2
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Melinda Campbell

"What we want is
to see the child in
pursuit of
knowledge, and
not knowledge in
pursuit of the
child."

George Bernard
Shaw

Diane Neal

Apangeal earning

Raz-Kids.com
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Anchor Due Date -or Anchor o0Do6 Days?
~Contributed by Melinda Campbell, Contact Teacher, Southeast Region

My mother raised African vio-ing on the various assignmenttol, instead of feeling the dread ofI

lets. She pampered them, kept he anchor s t h athe lodnoing due datee And td@ ififje
them under timed lights, fed thermare tabled until the next weekyou finish up all your anchors, that
special foodd she was consistentwhen you have your next anchod o e s n & t mean yd\
paid attention to details, and wad do 6 day . S 0 me yos still meedntd s learminy tevem|u
awarded with beautiful blooms. making their projects and essaysngle school day. Get started or

get
e

can relate this to the high schoobetter, garnering better grades. next mont hds anch

anchor assignments. Successful The anchors not completedy o u r books, but
students treat anchor assignmentia the first week will most likely beevery school day.
with as much attention andcompleted in the next week or  Working on anchors consis-
consistency as my mother did witlweek after. Finishing one or evetently in this way solves severa
her African violets. several of the anchors frees up timproblems.  Your quality of work
One way to handle anchorto work on the ones that are left. will go up, and anchor due dateg
assignments is certainly not to wait Some warnings hered one, will no longer be dreaded, because
until the anchor due date loomsd ondét wai t unt i linsteach they nbecorhe m @dmchoh
but to set asi detaronyoarmexth @amchoo dan@® Ddoady D something you look
every week. Work on one anchorof the anchor due dates come quitéorward to as a break from the

be

for an hour, and when that houri ar | vy, so i f y oeguladroutin@.t Thent just like myfo r k i

up, work on the next anchor, andon anchors until the month theynot her 6 s Af ri can
then the next. You will be abletoar e due, youdl | yolbleom!s cr.amb]| i ng.
complete some of the anchors orconsistent and work on them every

the first anchoweel dmbwaydyauywjll bednecgne n d -

Online Programs with Diane i What is Title 1?

~Contributed by Diane Neal, Online Curriculum Supervisor

You may have been hearing thakryices. make stead
I-DEA qualified for Title 1 Fundinghis year, Title 1 funding is helpingrogress.
this year and are wondering whatis serve students through sever&hile the
this means. Title 1 is a federallprograms. Our Extended Readindiagnostioc
funded program which targetprogram serves students in gradesssessment
resources toward schools whictK-3. Early Literacy Learningeeds to take
qualify according to the incom@éctivities (ELLA) workshops fomplace in a
level of the students (based on thkindergartners and their parentproctored
number of students who qualify fohave taken place over the past tweetting, the daily practice tutorials
free and reduced lunch). Once aonths. A new software progranmay be accessed from any com
school qualifies for funding, anyas purchased to be used Wityyter with internet access.
student, regardless of income levedfudents in grades 42 who have Parents of those students who have
who is achieving below grade levepecific academic areas that neéden determined to qualify for Title
standard may participate in Title Epecial attention. 1 services will have received
funded interventions. To deter-This program is called EDUSBotification from their contact
mine which students are eligible t¢Educational Software Solutionspeacher. These students will have)
participate, we look at standardize#DUSS has modules in phonidbe first opportunities to work with
test scores (such as the IRI, ISATanguage arts, and math. This is BDUSS. Since we have purchased
DMA and DWA), work samples,online program which students mathis software as a school, it is
and teacher or parent recom-access from home after visiting available for any student to use, not
mendations. For high school stuesource center to take a diagnosenly the Title 1 qualified students.
dents, end of semester exams dic assessment. The diagnostlE you are interested in using
anchor assignments are taken intassessment will determine where EDUSS, let your contact teacher
consideration. Sometimes studentstudent needs extra tutoring andnow. He or she will schedule you
come to us from their previouswill set up a program of lessons foto bring your student in for a diag-
school already qualified for Title the child to interact with daily to nostic assessment.

Parent to Parent, Cont. from pg 1

Dress up goofy

Produce psaoymeeth|ng y 0 read or something you
Have a f amiwhgre eadh ghliidtshaées thelrstorles that they wrote, or craft they did or song th

learned.
Have fun being creative and goofy! Email me and let me know what you did to spice up

your school year!

D
<

stu



I-DEA Northern Newsletter February 2010

Ask a Teache® Should | change my curriculum?

~Contributed by Mary Thompson, Contact Teacher, Salmon

-It is already the middle of theyear? What hasot been working into a thematic unit to hit some o
school year. Should | be makingp well this year? Are there any h e standards t
changes to my curriculum, or stick iareas that have not been coveredddressed yet.
out with what | &Yt Agthere areasthat should b&ake a look at your curriculum as
focused on? whole in each subject area, a
A- February ¥ marks the \when you have the answers t@ssess where you are. Have y
middle of this school yeal your questions, it should tell you goveredabouthalf of what you neeg
very hard to believe! As teachergeyw things about where to go fromto cover yet? If not, you may nee
this is a wonderful time of year fohere for the remainder of the yearto do some midyear adjusting tos
reflection. Reflection on yourself agoy may find that you need tdhe pacing of your curriculum. Yo
a teacher, and your student as @ hange t he way 9obtacsteashercanehalp yow wit
learner is key for any teacher. Takgome things and get a little creativéhis project, and may have some ™
a look at each of your students an§oy may need to shake up youideas for aligning the curriculum to
ask yourself a few questions: Whadrriculum a bitd try adding somethe standards.
has been working well for them thigyn, culminating projects or dive

B

Mary Thompson

Ask a Community Coordinator fi

~Contributed by Karen Ashenbrenner, Community Coordinator, NorthRathdrum Region

-How do | find out about click on the calendar tab. information about our school
student workshops that are This year the web site got a faceAlong the left you will find site
offered in my area? lift, and theMy |-DEA page waschoices in red listed under
-Due to families enrolling inintroduced. TheMy |I-DEA page is TASKS or RESOURCES, which
I-DEA at various times, this is @ one stop shop where parents cawith one click of the mouse allow:
question that staff will oftencheck email, access the-DEA parents to manage student accounj
address. A short cut to get yourschool calendar as well as their locatcess to forms, parent handboo g
local information is for parents tocalendar that contains informatioind much more!
go to the FDEA Home Pageon workshops, activities, events, Names and passwords are mailé
www.idahoidea.org Here you will local outing information, as well ag families upon enroliment. If yoi &
find a blue Idaho state map; click omanage student accounts. It is goafked additional information, or hell &
the area, or region in which you liveéo familiarize yourself with this pag&sontact your Community .
or are interested in findinghover your curser over the greenCoordinator or Tech Support and Karen Ashenbrenne
information. A local Resource bar across the top of theMy we will be happy to assist you.
Center_information page will openl-DEA page, and droglown boxes
To access your local informationwill open to offer various .:_@

Ask An Administrator i What happens after | place an order?

~Contributed by Barb Femreite, Director of Business Operations

Q o | submitted an order to my teacher. Now what happens?

- Your teacher wildl do an educational review t
appropriate, and are not excessive.

Your teacher then submits the order to the Business Office.

The Business Office checks to be sure allotment is available for the order and determines where to obta
items. Items may be shipped from various vendorsDEIA Central Services.

Purchase Orders are sent to the appropriate vendor.
Items from Central Services are prepared and shipped to you.

If you do not receive all items within two weeks, contact thBEA order department abrder-
dept@idahoidea.orgr call the Business Office 8@¥1-5057. Do not contact Central Services or the vendor.

e Contact the }DEA order department if you have any problems with your order, such as receiving a damaged
or incorrect item.

If you decide the item is not a good fit for the student, immediately contact your teacher to discuss options.

Items purchased from a vendor must be unused and returned within 30 days in order to receive any credit.
Not all vendors will accept returns. For example, software that has been opened cannot be returned.

e When you receive an item, confirm receipt online even if you wish to return it.

Barb Femreite

Completeyou have verified receipt of all items on the order, all adjustments are complete and the invoice
has been paid. The amount of the order is what has been deducted from your allotment after adjust-

ments for actual shipping and actual cost of the items Cont. on pg 5


mailto:orderdept@idahoidea.org
mailto:orderdept@idahoidea.org
http://www.idahoidea.org

IDAHO
DISTANCE
EDUCATION
ACADEMY

[Educating Through Partnership One Child at a Time

Go online for the most
up-to-date calendar events
and information.
Click here.

www.idahoidea.org
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From our Regional Director
~Contributed by Deb Pence, Director, Post Falls

he shortest and darkest daysupport each student can bdeedback on how they are doing

of winter are behind us, asnade. We have a lot of greaEnsuring that kids are familial
well as the first half of the schoothings to offer in terms ofwith the format of the
year. This can only mean thanhstructional
spring will be coming sodnas assessment options, and collegiiration, and have a chance ta
the trees begin to leaf out anddual credit options. The firstpractice in advance reduce fear
flowers to push through theorientation session will be held aprior to the actual assessment,
earth, so our students truly begirthe Boise Resource Center orStandardized test results are the
to blossom and show the abilitfFebruary 24; watch your regionab y ar d st i c k 6 by
to apply the new skills they havealendars and email for dategerformance of our students and
been learning. When you stop tdimes/locations near you. Weeffectiveness of our staff,
think about it, children have thehink high school with-DEA is a administrators, and instructional
ability to attain so much academigreat place for students toprograms are judged. Encouragin
growth in the course of a yearcontinue to grow and bloomour students to do their best and
that it is truly amazing. academically! relieving anxiety through prior
In support of future growth for As a school, we hope thapreparation will make the
students, we will be offering amcademic growth this school yea@xperience more meaningful ang
I-DEA High School Orientationis reflected in the results of springpositive. If you would like more
for our currently enrolled 7" and testing and that students wilinformation or resources on
8" grade students and theimttend testing welprepared andupcoming assessments tc
parents. Students in these gradesot i vat ed t o 0 &dereoiate wrioa your t weekly
have reached the point wherk now. 6 | of t en planning, please gve yopr ¢antac
decisions about their futureconferences or administer weekljeacher a call and be sure to
schooling needs should beeading probes to K3 students at check out the ISAT practice
considered, and we want to offethe Post Falls Resource Centetytorials and resources on the
the information about-DEA high and consider these activities akesting page (behind yourDEA
school instructional programs s@reat opportunities for studentslogin on the website).
that informed decisions that besto build selfconfidence and get

Counsel ormMSZholdrshipsm e r
~Contributed by Melissa Johnson, IDEA Guidance Counselor

As we near the end of theinstrumental in illustrating yourdaho Science and Aerospace
semester | know it can be chaleourse of study and futureScholars Program. Idaho State
lenging to keep students focusegyrojects and goals. | admire th®epartment of Education and
and possibly yourself as well. Hard work each of you put intoNASA Ames Research Center,
would like to encourage you toeducating your children. Everwith the support of the Discovery
keep to your routine as much ayear | hear success stories fror@enter of Idaho and Idaho
possible. This would include youstudents and parents in regards tmmdustry and higher education
daily lesson plans and materiteir educating at home and theipartners, teamed up to provide

delivery formatsstandardized assessments, the

that you need to cover to meet
your end of semester goals. |
recommend you take a mo-
ment to review with your

learners where you started at
the first of the year, the mate-
rial that you have covered to
date, and finally show your
children what portion is re-

maining to finish out the semes-
ter. Perhaps you have done

this already; this will accompreparedness for life after higiSTEM) skills aligned with Idah@
plish a mental picture for studentschool. | am very proud of ourContent
to visualize the completion of thd DE A

semester.

great satisfaction upon seeing thsell.
progress they have made and | would like to congratulateemy at NASA Ames Research

going.one of our students, Scott, whoCenter in California.
be verywas accepted to participate in thdOB SCOTT !!!

where they are
Whiteboards can

800-871-5057 (District Office)

student s dheidcoucsa petfdrmanee, isdhol-
Also they should fediear about all your successes ass may be selected to participate

in an expensgaid, resident acad-

this exciting opportunity for
high school juniors in Idaho.

Idaho Science and Aerospac
Scholars (ISAS¥ a competitive
program that allows high school|
juniors to take an engaging
online NASAdeveloped course
on Space Exploration that
teaches a broad range of sci
ence, technology, engi-
neering and mathematics

Standards. Based on

NICE,

t

208457-1019 (Post Falls Resource Center)
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