February 2010

IDAHO

DISTANCE

EDUCATION
CADEMY

[Educating Through Partnership One Child at a Time

ISTANCE EDUCATION ACADEMY

Planting the seeds of tomorrow, TODAY.

Southeast Region Newsletter Issue 7

From our Director
~Contributed by Jason Bransford, {DEA Director

n January 17, 2010, financial cuts will be, but we are  alternatives. We

Governor Otter gave the already planning ways to minimize ask for your =
State of the State address outlininghe impact of these reductions on understanding as we#
some of the great things going on |-DEA students. implement these
around Idaho. The news for-&2 I-DEA will immediately be cost saving measures.
schools was not as good, as he alsirther reducing staff travel I-DEA will also be applying for
announced budget cuts that would expenses, printing costs, mail outseven more grants. We already
affect k12 public schools and communications expenses. apply for a substantial number of
immediately, includingDEA. This From the parent perspective, this grants each year that bring in a
cut was anticipated and did not  will mean that some of the significant amount of money, but

come as a surprise to most school information you have previously  we will expand this effort to bring
leaders. We also anticipate that theeceived via US mail will be sent vig, additional revenue toDEA.
state Legislature will make further email instead. Checking youDEA On a related note, | want to
cuts for the 20162011 school year. email every day or two will ensure 4k you for your efforts in the
Some of you may wonder how that you have the most ufp-date education of vour children. At
these budget cuts will affecDEA  information and resources. y ’
families. Regionally, administrators are I-DEA, we believe that students
Let me start by assuring you  meeting with staff to examine waysshould receive théighest quality off
that I-DEA will continue to find to further reduce expenses in eacheducation. All budgetelated
ways to cut costs that have little orregion of the state. Some of the  discussions focus on how we can
no impact on student learning.  reductions | mentioned above may continue tooffer the best
Since the cuts to next school year come as a slight inconvenience for
have not yet been determined by staff members andDEA families,
the state legislature, it is impossibléut they represent less impact on
to anticipate exactly how deep the student learning than many of the We have.

educational opportunities to
students with the resources that

Parent to Parent

~Contributed by Karen Bartlett, Community Coordinator for Southeast Idaho

L ove and Logic gives parents to make decisions when they are poor decisions lead to
easytodlearn tips for raising young lack the skills essential for uncomfortable consequences.
kids who can think for themselves making wise ones when they are However, some parents destroy

and make wise decisions, even  older. Give your children plenty of the teaching value of consequence
when adul t s ar e roppbrtunitiasttacphacticedy by delivering them with anger.
Parents can raise responsible, elfproviding many simple choices.

disciplined kids, enjoy a happier Tip 3: Teach your children to Doné6t wait untilf

family, and strengthen our great learn from small mistakes. As started with Love and Logic and
nation at the same time. Teach thehildren grow larger, so do the join the thousands of parents who

value of sefidiscipline to your  consequences of their poor are raising more responsible kids,
kids by following these tips: decisions. Love and Logic parents building happier families, and
Tip 1: Model self -discipline. help their children learn from their strengthening our nation

When your kids can hear you, mi stakes whil e yAdaptedfromRASINGh ey 6 I
model seldcontrol by saying things have the wisdom to avoid larger PATRIOTIC KIDS:Teaching

like:"l sure would like togo faster, ones when t hey 0 rSelddisciplthewith Love and Logic
but | better stick to the speed Tip 4: Lock din self-discipline by Dr. Charles Fay:

limit."” with the "Empathy + www.loveandlogic.com)
Tip 2: Give your kids a small Consequence" formula. The
taste of democracy at home. seeds of wisdom and salfscipline

Kids who have never been allowedare planted when children see theiff You are interested in Cont. p. 5

[
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Anchor Due Date -or Anchor o0Do6 Days?
~Contributed by Melinda Campbell, Contact Teacher, Southeast Region

ymotherraised dondt get done arld tyalulre da nwcrhtoirls,t heh
African violets. next week when you have your  you get a day o you still need to
She pampered them, keptthem next anchor 0 do deldaaing everySioghe eschaoltday:
under timed lights, fed them speciatlents continue making theirpro- Get st arted on next
food & she was consistent, paid jects and essays better, garnering anchors, or study in your books,

attention to details, and was better grades. but be 0in schoagl 6 e
awarded with beautiful blooms. | The anchors not day.
can relate this to the high school completed in the first week will Working on anchors

anchor assignments. Successful most likely be completed in the consistently in this way solves

w5+ students treat anchor assignmentsnext week or week after. Flnlshlngseveral problems. Your quality of

T with as much attention and one or even several of the anchors .
_ consistency as my mother did with frees up time to work on the ones Work will go up, and anchor due
Melinda Campbel her African violets. that are left. dates will no longer be dreaded,
One way to handle Some warnings heré because instead they become
anchor assignments is certainlynoone, dondt wai t Auwnrcthiolr tohbsorstEdgygus
to wait until the anchor due date  month to start on your next look forward to as a break from

"What we want is looms, but to set aside an anchor anchor. Some of the anchor due
- 0dod day every vdateskome quiteWarly, kso ifoyou ~ :
to see the child in one anchor for an hour,andwhend o n 6 t qs t a ryt wfwo r KMYn dnoot nh ear nocsh o'l'\rf sr e an
pursuit of that hour is up, workonthenext unti | the mont h NPWyaWoom! ¢ que, ylous!l
anchor, and then the next. You wilbe scrambling. Be consistent and
knowledge, and be able to complete some of the work on them every week. That
not knowledge in anchors on the fwayysutwil berinccontral, insiedd 6
day, depending on the various of feeling the dread of the looming
pursuit of the assignments. The anchors that due date. And two, if you finish up

child.”

the regular routine. Then, just like

George Bernard
Shaw

Online Programs with Diane i What is Title 17?

~Contributed by Diane Neal, Online Curriculum Supervisor

You may have been hearing thajualified for Title 1 services. make steady progress. While the
I-DEA qualified for Title 1 This year, Title 1 funding is helpingdiagnostic assessment needs to take

Funding this year and are wonder- us serve students through several place in a proctored setting, the
ing what this means. Title 1isa programs. Our Extended Reading daily practice tutorials may be
federally funded program which  program serves students in gradesaccessed from any computer with
targets resources toward schools K-3. Early Literacy Learning internet access.

which qualify according to the in- Activities (ELLA) workshops for  parents of those students who havi
come level of the students (based kindergartners and their parents  ,oan determined to qualify for Title
on the number of students who  have taken place over the past two1 services will have received
qualify for free and reduced lunch).months. A new software program o i

.. Once aschool qualifies for fundingwas purchased to be used with notification from their contact
" any student, regardless of income students in grades#2 who have ~teacher. These students will have
‘ level, who is achieving below gradespecific academic areas that need the first opportunities to work with

D

Diane Neal level standard may participate i gpecial attention. EDUSS. Since we have purchased
Title 1 funded interventions. To  This program is called EDUSS this software as a school, it is
determine which students are (Educational Software Solutions). . -iahje for any student to use, nat

eligible to participate, we look at EDUSS has modules in phonics, . o
standardized test scores (such as language arts, and math. This is an nly the T|.tIe 1 quallf.|ed s.tudents.
the IRI, ISAT, DMA and DWA),  online program which students mayf You are interested in using
Apanaeal.earnin work samples, and teacher or access from home after visiting a EDUSS, let your contact teacher
pang g parent recommendations. For highresource center to take a diagnosti&now. He or she will schedule you
school students, end of semester assessment. The diagnostic to bring your student in for a
% exams or anchqr assjgnments are assessment will determine where adiagnostic assessment.
Iy @ d taken into consideration. student needs extra tutoring and
Q ¢ %@@m Sometimes students come to us  will set up a program of lessons for

from their previous school already the child to interact with daily to
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Ask a Teache® Should | change my curriculum?

~Contributed by Mary Thompson, Contact Teacher, Salmon

-It is already the middle of the year? What hasotbeen working into a thematic unit to hit some of

school year. Should | be makingp well this year? Arethereany t he st andards t een

changes to my curriculum, or stick iareas that have not been covered addressed yet.
out with what | 8yetd Argthejeateasdhat should bérake a look at your curriculum as a
focused on? whole in each subject area, and
- February 1 marks the When you have the answers to assess where you are. Have you
middle of this school yead your questions, it should tell you a coveredabouthalf of what you need
very hard to believe! As teachers, few things about where to go from to cover yet? If not, you may need
this is a wonderful time of year for here for the remainder of the year. to do some midyear adjusting to
reflection. Reflection on yourself asyou may find that you need to the pacing of your curriculum. Yo
ateacher, and your studentasa change the way yconiadtveachebaehelp yowithn
learner is key for any teacher. Takesome things and get a little creativethis project, and may have some
a look at each of your students andYou may need to shake up your ideas for aligning the curriculum to
ask yourself a few questions: Whatcurriculum a bitd try adding some  the standards.
has been working well for them thisfun, culminating projects or dive

Mary Thompson

Ask a Community Coordinator fi

~Contributed by Karen Ashenbrenner, Community Coordinator, NorthRathdrum Region

-How do | find out about click on the calendar tab. information about our school. ,

student workshops that are  This year the web site got a facelift,Along the left you will find site ) w\_\" \
offered in my area? and theMy |-DEA page was choices irred listed under ; »s TN

-Due to families enrolling in  introduced. TheMy I-DEA page is TASKS or RESOURCES, which . »

I-DEA at various times, this is @ one stop shop where parents canwith one click of the mouse allows e )
question that staff will often check email, access thddEA parents to manage student accoun| k<]

address. A short cut to get your school calendar as well as their locaccess to forms, parent handbooks
local information is for parents to  calendar that contains information and much more!
go to the IDEA Home Page on workshops, activities, events,  Names and passwords are mailed
vyww.ldah0|dea.org Here you ywll local outing information, as wgll as fgmilies upon enrollment. If you
find a blue Idaho state map; click oormanage student accounts. It is goo o . . il

o . . s>, . . need additional information, or helg#
the area, or region in which you liveto familiarize yourself with this page; ) %
or are interested in finding hover your curser over the green ~contact your Community
information. A locaResource bar across the top of thé/ly Coordinator or Tech Support and
Center_information page will open.|-DEA page, and droglown boxes we will be happy to assist you.
To access your local information, will open to offer various

Karen Ashenbrenne

Ask An Administrator i What happens after | place an order?

~Contributed by Barb Femreite, Director of Business Operations

Q o | submitted an order to my teacher. Now what happens?

eYour teacher will do an educational review /
and age appropriate and are not excessive.

e Your teacher then submits the order to the Business Office.

e The Business Office checks to be sure allotment is available for the order and determines Wher @ ‘
obtain the items. Items may be shipped from various vendorsEA Central Services. N

e Purchase Orders are sent to the appropriate vendor.

¢ |tems from Central Services are prepared and shipped to you.

« If you do not receive all items within two weeks, contact thBEA order department abrder-
dept@idahoidea.orgr call the Business Office 8@¥1-5057. Do not contact Central Services or the
vendor.

o Contact the IDEA order department if you have any problems with your order such as receiving a
damaged or incorrect item.

o If you decide the item is not a good fit for the student, immediately contact your teacher to discuss
options.

e ltems purchased from a vendor must be unused and returned within 30 days in order to receive any

&

Barb Femreite

Cont p5

al


mailto:orderdept@idahoidea.org
mailto:orderdept@idahoidea.org
http://www.idahoidea.org
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DISTANCE . .
EpucaTioNg  From our Regional Director
ACADEMY ~Contributed by Deb Pence, Director, Post Falls

[Educating Through Partnership One Child at a Time

he shortest and darkest daysinstructional delivery formats,  standardized assessments, the

of winter are behind us, as assessment options, and college duration, and have a chance to
well as the first half of the school dual credit options. The first Lo

. . i . ; practice in advance reduce fears

year. This can only mean that  orientation session will be held at™
spring will be coming sodnas  the Boise Resource Center on  Prior to the actual assessment.
the trees begin to leaf out and  February 24; watch your regional Standardized test results are the
flowers to push through the calendars and email fordatess/ oy ardstické by whict
earth, so our students truly begintimes/locations near you. We performance of our students and
to blossom and show the ability think high school with-DEAis @  effectiveness of our staff,
to apply the new skills they have great place for students to
been learning. When you stop to continue to grow and bloom
think about it, children have the academically! .
ability to attain so much academic  As a school, we hope that our students to do their best and

growth in the course of a year  academic growth this school yearrellevmg anxiety through prior

that it is trul¥ ]:amazing. h is reflected in the results of spring’cParation will make the
In support of future growth for i '
pp g testing and that students will experience more meaningful and

students, we will be offering an i :
DEA High School Orientation _ attend testing welprepared and  PoSitve: I you would fike more

for our currently enrolled "and moti vated to 0 s'ﬂf%m\}va_mo\pv B eEOUTEeR %ny
8" grade students and their know. o6 | often WPOMNY a%ses%mr%entsgtoo g
parents. Students in these gradesonferences or administer weekly 'COrPOrate into your w ekly
havg _reached the pplnt where reading probes to K3 students at planning, please give your contact
deC|S|o_ns about their future the Post Falls Resource Center teacher a call and be sure to
schooling needs should be . o " check out the ISAT practice
considered, and we want to offer 81d consider these facwltﬁs 8% {utorials and resources on the
the information about-DEA high great opportunities for students ) .

school instructional programsgso to build selfconfidence and get Te§t|ng page (behlnd YOUDIEA
that informed decisions that best feedback on how they are doing. login on the website).
support each studentcan be  Epgyring that kids are familiar
mgde. We haye a lot of great with the format of the

things to offer in terms of

administrators, and instructional
programs are judged. Encouraging

tfloli o

Counsel orMZcholdrshipsm e r
~Contributed by Melissa Johnson, IDEA Guidance Counselor

As we near the end of the seeing the progress they have NASA Ames Research Center,
semester | know it can be  made and where they are going. with the support of the Discovery

challenging to keep students fo- Whiteboards can be very Center of Idaho and Idaho
cused, and possibly yourself asinstrumental in illustrating your industry and higher education
well. I would like to encourage course of study and future partners, teamed up to provide

you to keep to your routine as  projects and goals. | admire the this exciting opportunity for high
much as possible. This would  hard work each of you putinto  school juniors in Idaho.

include your daily lesson plans aretlucating your children. Every Idaho Science and Aerospace
material that you need to cover year | hear success stories from Scholars (ISAS3 a competitive

to meet your end of semester  students and parents in regards tprogram that allows high school
goals. |recommend you take a their educating at home and theirjuniors to take an engaging online
moment to review with your preparedness for life after high NASA-developed course on
learners where you started at theschool. | am very proud of our  Space Exploration that teaches a
first of the year, the materialthat | DEA st udent s alrodd rangerobstieneea i t tlo
you have covered to date, and hear about all your successes astechnology, engineering and

Go online for the most
up-to-date calendar events
and information.
Click here.

finally show your  children whatwell. mathematics (STEM) skills alignec
portion is remaining to finish out with ldaho Content Standards.
the semester.  Perhapsyou | would like to congratulate one Based on their course perform-

have done this  already; this wilbf our students, Scott, who was ance, scholars may be selected to
accomplish a mental picture for accepted to participate in the participate in an expensgeaid,
students to visualize the comple- |daho Science and Aerospace  resident academy at NASA Ames
tion of the semester. Alsothey Scholars Program. Idaho State Research Center in California.
should feel great satisfaction upomepartment of Education and NICE, JOB SCOTT !l

www.idahoidea.org 800-871-5057 (District Office) 208-238-1388 (Southeast Resource Center)


http://www.idahoidea.org/Main/Calendars.aspx

