
O n January 11th, 2010,        

Governor Otter gave the 

State of the State address outlining 

some of the great things going on 

around Idaho. The news for K-12 

schools was not as good, as he also 

announced budget cuts that would 

affect K-12 public schools         

immediately, including I-DEA. This 

cut was anticipated and did not 
come as a surprise to most school 

leaders. We also anticipate that the 

state Legislature will make further 

cuts for the 2010-2011 school year. 

Some of you may wonder how 

these budget cuts will affect I-DEA 

families. 
     Let me start by assuring you 

that I-DEA will continue to find 

ways to cut costs that have little or 

no impact on student learning. 

Since the cuts to next school year 

have not yet been determined by 

the state legislature, it is impossible 

to anticipate exactly how deep the 

financial cuts will be, but we are 

already planning ways to minimize 

the impact of these reductions on   

I-DEA students. 
     I-DEA will immediately be      

further reducing staff travel      

expenses, printing costs, mail outs, 

and communications expenses. 

From the parent perspective, this 

will mean that some of the       

information you have previously 

received via US mail will be sent via 

email instead. Checking your I-DEA 

email every day or two will ensure 

that you have the most up-to-date          

information and resources.       

Regionally, administrators are 

meeting with staff to examine ways 

to further reduce expenses in each 

region of the state. Some of the 

reductions I mentioned above may 

come as a slight inconvenience for 

staff members and I-DEA families, 

but they represent less impact on 

student learning than many of the 

alternatives.  We 

ask for your      

understanding as we 

implement these 

cost saving measures. 
     I-DEA will also be applying for 

even more grants. We already  

apply for a substantial number of 

grants each year that bring in a 

significant amount of money, but 

we will expand this effort to bring 

in additional revenue to I-DEA. 

     On a related note, I want to 

thank you for your efforts in the 

education of your children. At        

I-DEA, we believe that students 

should receive the highest quality of 

education. All budget-related     

discussions focus on how we can 

continue to offer the best        

educational opportunities to     

students with the resources that 

we have. 

From our Director  

 ~Contributed by Jason Bransford, I-DEA Director  

Parent to Parent 
 ~Contributed by Karen Bartlett, Community Coordinator for Southeast Idaho  
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Planting the seeds of tomorrow, TODAY. 

IDAHO DISTANCE EDUCATION ACADEMY  

Important Dates:  

Feb 1, 2010 

2nd Semester Begins 

Feb 12, 2010 

ILP Amendments Due 

Feb 15, 2010 

Presidents Day - 

School Closed 

Feb 26, 2010 
Monthly Progress      

Updates Due 

 

L ove and Logic gives parents 

easyðtoðlearn tips for raising 

kids who can think for themselves 

and make wise decisions, even 

when adults arenõt watching.    

Parents can raise responsible, selfð

disciplined kids, enjoy a happier 

family, and strengthen our great 

nation at the same time.  Teach the 

value of    selfðdiscipline to your 

kids by    following these tips: 

Tip 1: Model self -discipline. 

When your kids can hear you, 

model selfðcontrol by saying things 

like:"I sure would like to go faster, 

but I better stick to the speed 

limit."  

Tip 2: Give your kids a small 

taste of democracy at home. 

Kids who have never been allowed 

to make decisions when they are 

young lack the skills essential for 

making wise ones when they are 

older. Give your children plenty of 

opportunities to practice by     

providing many simple choices. 

Tip 3: Teach your children to 

learn from small mistakes.  As 

children grow   larger, so do the 

consequences of their poor       

decisions. Love and Logic parents 

help their children learn from their 

mistakes while young, so theyõll 

have the wisdom to avoid larger 

ones when theyõre older.  

Tip 4: Lock ðin self-discipline 

with the "Empathy +          

Consequence" formula. The 

seeds of wisdom and self-discipline 

are planted when children see their 

poor decisions lead to             

uncomfortable consequences. 

However, some parents destroy 

the teaching value of consequences 

by delivering them with anger.  

 

Donõt wait until itõs too late! Get 

started with Love and Logic and 

join the thousands of parents who 

are raising more responsible kids, 

building happier families, and 

strengthening our nation 

(Adapted from RAISING         

PATRIOTIC KIDS: Teaching     

Selfðdiscipline with Love and Logic 

by Dr. Charles Fay: 

www.loveandlogic.com) 

 

If you are interested in 
Cont. p. 5 



M y mother raised 

African violets.  

She pampered them, kept them 

under timed lights, fed them special 

food ð she was consistent, paid 

attention to details, and was 

awarded with beautiful blooms.  I 

can relate this to the high school 

anchor assignments.  Successful 

students treat anchor assignments 
with as much attention and      

consistency as my mother did with 

her African violets. 
 One way to handle     

anchor assignments is certainly not 

to wait until the anchor due date 

looms, but to set aside an anchor 

òdoó day every week.   Work on 

one anchor for an hour, and when 

that hour is up, work on the next 

anchor, and then the next.  You will 

be able to complete some of the 

anchors on the first anchor òdoó 

day, depending on the various   

assignments.  The anchors that 

donõt get done are tabled until the 

next week when you have your 

next anchor òdoó day.  Some stu-

dents continue making their pro-

jects and essays better, garnering 

better grades. 
 The anchors not       

completed in the first week will 

most likely be completed in the 

next week or week after.  Finishing 

one or even several of the anchors 

frees up time to work on the ones 

that are left. 
 Some warnings here ð 

one, donõt wait until the next 

month to start on your next    

anchor.  Some of the anchor due 

dates come quite early,  so if you 

donõt start working on anchors 

until the month they are due, youõll 

be scrambling.  Be consistent and 

work on them every week.  That 

way you will be in control, instead 

of feeling the dread of the looming 

due date.  And two, if you finish up 

all your anchors, that doesnõt mean 

you get a day off ð you still need to 

be learning every single school day.  

Get started on next monthõs    

anchors, or study in your books, 

but be òin schooló every school 

day. 

 Working on anchors 

consistently in this way solves   

several problems.  Your quality of 

work will go up, and anchor due 

dates will no longer be dreaded, 

because instead they become   

Anchor òDoó Days - something you 

look forward to as a break from 

the regular routine.  Then, just like 

my motherõs African violets, see 

how you bloom! 

Anchor Due Date - or Anchor òDoó Days? 
 ~Contributed by Melinda Campbell, Contact Teacher, Southeast Region    

Online Programs with Diane ñ What is Title 1?  

 ~Contributed by Diane Neal, Online Curriculum Supervisor 

"What we want is 

to see the child in 

pursuit of 

knowledge, and 

not knowledge in 

pursuit of the 

child."    

 

George Bernard 

Shaw 
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Y ou may have been hearing that      

I-DEA qualified for Title 1 

Funding this year and are wonder-

ing what this means.  Title 1 is a 

federally funded program which 

targets   resources toward schools 

which qualify according to the in-

come level of the students (based 

on the number of students who 

qualify for free and reduced lunch).  

Once a school qualifies for funding, 

any student, regardless of income 

level, who is achieving below grade 

level standard may participate in 

Title 1 funded interventions.  To         

determine which students are    

eligible to participate, we look at 

standardized test scores (such as 

the IRI, ISAT, DMA and DWA), 

work samples, and teacher or    
parent recommendations.  For high 

school students, end of semester 

exams or anchor assignments are 

taken into consideration.         

Sometimes students come to us 

from their previous school already 

qualified for Title 1 services. 
This year, Title 1 funding is helping 

us serve students through several 

programs.  Our Extended Reading 

program serves students in grades 

K-3. Early Literacy Learning      

Activities (ELLA) workshops for 
kindergartners and their parents 

have taken place over the past two 

months.  A new software program 

was purchased to be used with 

students in grades K-12 who have 

specific academic areas that need 

special attention. 
This program is called EDUSS 

(Educational Software Solutions).  

EDUSS has modules in phonics, 

language arts, and math.  This is an 

online program which students may 

access from home after visiting a 

resource center to take a diagnostic 

assessment.  The diagnostic      

assessment will determine where a 

student needs extra tutoring and 

will set up a program of lessons for 

the child to interact with daily to 

make steady progress.  While the 

diagnostic assessment needs to take 

place in a proctored setting, the 

daily practice tutorials may be   

accessed from any computer with 

internet access. 

Parents of those students who have 

been determined to qualify for Title 

1 services will have received     

notification from their contact 

teacher.  These students will have 

the first opportunities to work with 

EDUSS.  Since we have purchased 

this software as a school, it is    

available for any student to use, not 

only the Title 1 qualified students.  

If you are interested in using 

EDUSS, let your contact teacher 

know.  He or she will schedule you 

to bring your student in for a    

diagnostic assessment. 

Diane Neal 

Melinda Campbell 



Q -It is already the middle of the 

school year.  Should I be making 

changes to my curriculum, or stick it 

out with what Iõve started? 

 

A -  February 1st marks the    

middle of this school year ð 

very hard to believe!  As teachers, 

this is a wonderful time of year for 

reflection.  Reflection on yourself as 

a teacher, and your student as a 

learner is key for any teacher.  Take 

a look at each of your students and 

ask yourself a few questions:  What 

has been working well for them this 

year?  What has not been working 

so well this year?  Are there any 

areas that have not been covered 

yet?  Are there areas that should be 

focused on?   
When you have the answers to 

your questions, it should tell you a 

few things about where to go from 

here for the remainder of the year.  

You may find that you need to 

change the way youõve been doing 

some things and get a little creative.  

You may need to shake up your 

curriculum a bit ð try adding some 

fun, culminating projects or dive 

into a thematic unit to hit some of 

the standards that havenõt been 

addressed yet.   
Take a look at your curriculum as a 

whole in each subject area, and 

assess where you are.  Have you 

covered about half of what you need 

to cover yet?  If not, you may need 

to do some mid-year adjusting to 

the pacing of your curriculum.  Your 

contact teacher can help you with 

this project, and may have some 

ideas for aligning the curriculum to 

the standards.   

Q  ð I submitted an order to my teacher.  Now what happens? 

 

A -   

 Your teacher will do an educational review to verify all items align with the studentõs ILP, are grade 

and age appropriate and are not excessive. 

Your teacher then submits the order to the Business Office. 

 The Business Office checks to be sure allotment is available for the order and determines where to     

obtain the items.  Items may be shipped from various vendors or I-DEA Central Services. 

 Purchase Orders are sent to the appropriate vendor. 

 Items from Central Services are prepared and shipped to you. 

If you do not receive all items within two weeks, contact the I-DEA order department at order-

dept@idahoidea.org or call the Business Office 800-871-5057.  Do not contact Central Services or the 

vendor. 

Contact the I-DEA order department if you have any problems with your order such as receiving a 

damaged or incorrect item.  

If you decide the item is not a good fit for the student, immediately contact your teacher to discuss 

options.   

Items purchased from a vendor must be unused and returned within 30 days in order to receive any 

Ask a Teacherð Should I change my curriculum? 
 ~Contributed by Mary Thompson, Contact Teacher, Salmon 

Ask An Administrator ñ What happens after I place an order? 
 ~Contributed by Barb Femreite, Director of Business Operations 

Ask a Community Coordinator ñ 
 ~Contributed by Karen Ashenbrenner, Community Coordinator, North-Rathdrum Region 

Q -How do I find out about    

student workshops that are 

offered in my area?  

A -Due to families enrolling in     

I-DEA at various times, this is a 

question that staff will often      

address.   A short cut to get your 

local information is for parents to 

go to the I-DEA Home Page 

www.idahoidea.org .  Here you will 
find a blue Idaho state map; click on 

the area, or region in which you live 

or are interested in finding        

information.  A local Resource 

Center  information page will open.  

To access your local information, 

click on the calendar tab. 

This year the web site got a facelift, 

and the My I -DEA  page was     

introduced.  The My I -DEA  page is 

a one stop shop where parents can 

check email, access the I-DEA 

school calendar as well as their local 

calendar that contains information 

on workshops, activities, events, 

local outing information, as well as 
manage student accounts.  It is good 

to familiarize yourself with this page; 

hover your curser over the green 

bar across the top of the My           

I-DEA  page, and drop-down boxes 

will open to offer various          

information about our school.  

Along the left you will find site 

choices in red listed under         

TASKS   or  RESOURCES, which 

with one click of the mouse  allows 

parents to manage student accounts, 

access to forms, parent handbooks, 

and much more! 

Names and passwords are mailed to 

families upon enrollment.  If you 

need additional information, or help 

contact your Community          

Coordinator or Tech Support and 

we will be happy to assist you. 
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Karen Ashenbrenner 

Mary Thompson 

Barb Femreite 
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PO Box 338  

606 South Avenue  

Deary, ID 83823  

Phone: 208-238-1388 
Fax: 208-238-1390 

 

IDAHO DISTANCE 

EUCATION 

ACADEMY  

 www.idahoidea.org   800-871-5057 (District Office)  208-238-1388 (Southeast Resource Center) 

T he shortest and darkest days 

of winter are behind us, as 

well as the first half of the school 

year. This can only mean that 

spring will be coming soonñas 

the trees begin to leaf out and 

flowers to push through the 

earth, so our students truly begin 

to blossom and show the ability 

to apply the new skills they have 
been learning. When you stop to 

think about it, children have the 

ability to attain so much academic 

growth in the course of a year 

that it is truly amazing. 
In support of future growth for 

students, we will be offering an     

I-DEA High School Orientation 

for our currently enrolled 7th and 

8th grade students and their    

parents. Students in these grades 

have reached the point where 

decisions about their future 

schooling needs should be      

considered, and we want to offer 

the information about I-DEA high 

school instructional programs so 

that informed decisions that best 

support each student can be 

made. We have a lot of great 

things to offer in terms of       

instructional delivery formats, 

assessment options, and college 

dual credit options. The first   

orientation session will be held at 

the Boise Resource Center on 

February 24; watch your regional 

calendars and email for dates/

times/locations near you. We 

think high school with I-DEA is a 

great place for students to      
continue to grow and bloom  

academically! 

     As a school, we hope that 

academic growth this school year 

is reflected in the results of spring 

testing and that students will  

attend testing well-prepared and 

motivated to òshow what they 

know.ó I often sit in on portfolio 

conferences or administer weekly 

reading probes to K-3 students at 

the Post Falls Resource Center, 

and consider these activities as 

great opportunities for students 

to build self-confidence and get 

feedback on how they are doing. 

Ensuring that kids are familiar 

with the format of the           

standardized assessments, the 

duration, and have a chance to 

practice in    advance reduce fears 

prior to the actual assessment. 

Standardized test results are the 

òyardstickó by which the        

performance of our students and 

effectiveness of our staff,       

administrators, and instructional 

programs are judged. Encouraging 

our students to do their best and 

relieving anxiety through prior 

preparation will make the      

experience more meaningful and 

positive. If you would like more 

information or resources on  

upcoming assessments to       

incorporate into your weekly 

planning, please give your contact 

teacher a call and be sure to 

check out the ISAT practice   

tutorials and resources on the 

Testing page (behind your I-DEA 

login on the website). 

From our Regional Director  
 ~Contributed by Deb Pence, Director, Post Falls 
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A s we near the end of the 

semester I know it can be 

challenging to keep students fo-

cused, and    possibly yourself as 

well.   I would like to encourage 

you to keep to your routine as 

much as possible. This would 

include your daily lesson plans and 

material that you need to cover 
to meet your end of semester 

goals.   I recommend you take a 

moment to review with your 

learners where you started at the 

first of the year, the material that 

you have covered to date, and 

finally show your     children what 

portion is remaining to finish out 

the semester.     Perhaps you 

have done this     already; this will 

accomplish a mental picture for 

students to visualize the comple-

tion of the semester.  Also they 

should feel great satisfaction upon 

seeing the progress they have 

made and where they are going.         

Whiteboards can be very       

instrumental in illustrating your 

course of study and future      

projects and goals.  I admire the 

hard work each of you put into 

educating your children. Every 

year I hear success stories from 
students and parents in regards to 

their educating at home and their 

preparedness for life after high 

school. I am very proud of our 

IDEA students and canõt wait to 

hear about all your successes as 

well. 

 
I would like to congratulate one 

of our students, Scott, who was 

accepted to participate in the 

Idaho Science and Aerospace 

Scholars Program. Idaho State 

Department of Education and 

NASA Ames Research Center, 

with the support of the Discovery 

Center of Idaho and Idaho     

industry and higher education 

partners, teamed up to provide 

this exciting opportunity for high 

school juniors in Idaho. 

Idaho Science and Aerospace 

Scholars (ISAS) is a competitive 
program that allows high school 

juniors to take an engaging online 

NASA-developed course on 

Space Exploration that teaches a 

broad range of science,         

technology, engineering and 

mathematics (STEM) skills aligned 

with Idaho Content Standards. 

Based on their course perform-

ance, scholars may be selected to 

participate in an expense-paid, 

resident academy at NASA Ames 

Research Center in California.   

NICE, JOB SCOTT !!!          

Counselorõs CornerñScholarships 
 ~Contributed by Melissa Johnson, I-DEA Guidance Counselor 

Go online for the most   

up-to-date calendar events 
and information. 

Click here. 

http://www.idahoidea.org/Main/Calendars.aspx

