
Hello, 

 

As the Director of I-DEA, I am so 

proud of the wide range of accom-

plishments of the students in our 

school.  Did you knowé 

A group of Boise area I-DEA 

students participated in the re-

gional Future City competition 

and won 1st place!  I-DEAôs 

Future City Team won the fol-

lowing categories:  Best Sim 

City Design, Best Model and 

Best Creative Transportation 

Design to Reduce Emissions.  

The team had the opportunity to 

compete at the National compe-

tition in Washington D.C. dur-

ing the week of February 15 -

21, 2009.  

A Post Falls I-DEA student has 

been recruited by Gonzaga Uni-

versity and offered a golf schol-

arship. 

We have Idaho Drug Free Youth 

(IDFY) chapters throughout the 

state of Idaho and the Southeast 

chapter participated in a service 

project helping young children 

purchase Christmas gifts for 

their family members. 

A Deary I-DEA student not only 

attends the University of Idaho 

classes through dual enrollment, 

but also worked in a neurosci-

ence lab in the Department of 

Electrical and Computer Engi-

neering right along with graduate 

students.   

An I-DEA student received 3rd 

place in the High School State 

Wrestling Championships in 

Nampa.  
Another Deary I-DEA student 

received a 13th place setting in 

the State High School Cross 

Country Championships held in 

Boise on November. 

For more information, details and 

photographs go to the Student 

Celebrations section (under Par-

ent Information) on the I-DEA 

website:  www.idahoidea.org.   

 

I also wanted to take this opportu-

nity to remind you enrollment for 

the 2009-10 school year opens in 

just a couple of weeks, March 

16th.   As a currently enrolled 

family, you will be sent a reen-

rollment form.  All you need to do 

is indicate your intent to reenroll 

and send the form back.  We look 

forward to having your children 

enrolled in I-DEA for another 

year! 

 

Sincerely, 

 

Linda Sterk 

Southeast Edition:   From the Director 
March 2009 
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Parent to Parent 
As spring approaches you may find 

your student needing a little motiva-

tion. Below you will find a few tips 

and ideas to get students excited 

again! 

Motivation/Rewards ïCreate moti-

vation by offering a reward for hard 

work or completion of assignments. 

Use things like play money, poker 

chips, or jellybeans in a jar ï choose 

a visual that will motivate your 

child. The reward can be as simple 

as going to the dollar store when all 

assignments have been com-

pleted,  letting your child select 

whatôs for dinner, have a movie 

night letting them choose the title, 

have a sleep over, or play catch with 

Dad.  

Make your student an active par-

ticipant - Children learn by doing, 

making, writing, designing, creat-

ing, and solving. Sitting and listening 

to Mom, or reading on their own all 

the time, dampens their motivation 

and curiosity. Ask questions. Don't 

tell them something when you can ask 

them. Let your little one explain to 

you why the three little pigs were 

hiding from the wolf, or your high 

schooler to explain whether or not 

Hamlet was crazy or crafty. Encour-

age them to suggest different ways to 

solve a problem or guess the results of 

an experiment.  

Grade for enhanced motivation - 

When grading, marking or providing 

input on your students work, use col-

ors like blue, black, green, or purple 

ink.  Stay away from colors like red, 

orange or reddish tones; not only are 

these colors hard to read, they say 

STOP! There is ñnothing funò about 

getting a paper back with more red on 

it than white. Mark correct answers 

along with incorrect ones.  Use a C 

and X to show correct answers.  If 

your student is not satisfied with a 

grade or a mark they have re-

ceived, encourage them to revise 

their work and resubmit it for a 

higher grade or mark. Involve 

your student in the development 

of the criteria that will be used for 

determining grades. Determine 

three to five ñthingsò that repre-

sent what the student really needs 

to be able to do well, or ñthingsò 

that keep your child progressing 

forward.   

  

No matter which method you use, 

just make sure to use one that will 

motivate and provide a reward for 

their efforts! 

Carrie Churba, 

Community Coordinator 

Magic Valley Region 

NOW ENROLLING FOR NEXT SCHOOL YEAR  

Please let everyone know that we will be accepting applications for the 
2009-2010 school year beginning  March 16, 2009.                             

Call 208-238-1388 or visit the website idahoidea.org for more             
information or an application. Visit us on the web at www.idahoidea.org 

http://www.idahoidea.org
idahoidea.org


Shakespeare Lecture: 

Tuesday,  February 3, 17, & 24th. 1:00-2:00 MST   Elluminate 

If you enjoyed the lectures about Shakespeare last semester, you will love these. Taming of the Shrew will start things off. The lecture is 

open for grades 9-12. If you attend 5 of the 6 lectures and answer the question embedded in the lecture, you may eliminate one of the 

MyAccess essays. 

Writing Help:  

Tuesday,  February 3, 17, & 24th. 2:00-3:00 MST    

Mrs. Campbell will help any student who needs feedback on an essay every Tuesday during the rest of the school year. Each student is 

allotted 20 minutes and must call into the Southeast Resource Center at the scheduled time. Times must be scheduled ahead of time 

through Jerri. Please call 208-457-1388 to schedule your time. 

Poetry Hash: 

Tuesday,  February 3, 17, & 24th. 3:00-4:00 MST   Elluminate  

Love poetry? Hate poetry? Just donôt get it? Attend the Poetry Hash Elluminate session with Melinda Campbell to make sense of it all.  

Click HERE for the link and donôt forget to sign on with your first and last name. 

Art Help:  

Wednesday, March 4th.  10:00-12:00 MST   Elluminate 

Jennifer Mecham will be available for anyone who needs help in their art class. Check Moodle for link and specific times for each class. 

Community Events 

Workshops 

Page 2 IDAHO DISTANCE EDUCATION ACADEMY  

Albertsonôs Healthy Eaters: 
Join us in the celebration of National Nutrition Month for a community outing to Albertsons!  ñThe Healthy EatersÊ field trip is 

designed to reinforce the nutrition and healthy living curricula taught in schools. At your local Albertsons, children will have a fun 

experience in a real life environment that will help prepare them to make healthy choices each day of their 

lives.ò  (www.fieldtripfactory.com) 

Idaho Falls region: 

Albertsons, 1901 South 2500 East, Ammon; Friday, March 13th, 11:00 a.m. ï 12:00 p.m.  RSVP required.  Contact Mariann at 390-

6133 or mariannolsen@idahoidea.org for more information. 

Pocatello Region:   

Albertsons, 330 E. Benton, Pocatello; Thursday, March 12th, 11:00a.m. ï 12:00 p.m. RSVP required. Contact Michelle at 251-9597 

or michellefunderburg@idahoidea.org for more information. 

IDFY  

Idaho Falls - activity Friday, March 20, at The Gables on Curlew and Chasewood, Idaho Falls, 1:00 ï 2:30 p.m. For more informa-

tion call Kandi Olsen at 523-2929 or Mariann Olsen at 390-6133 or e-mail mariannolsen@idahoidea.org. 

Chubbuck ï Thursday, March 12, 2:30 ï 4:00 p.m. at the SERC. Contact Keevin 237-6201 or Michelle at 251-9597 for more infor-

mation. 

Burley ï Thursday, March 12, 7:00 p.m., 1351 Almo Ave., Burley. Contact Morgan 647-0308 or Carrie at 431-7196 for more infor-

mation. 

 

BYU-Idaho Planetarium  

March 19, 2009 at 10:00 ñThe Secret of the Cardboard Rocketò  Join a presentation of a tour of all of the planets, as two children 

build a cardboard rocket and blast off into space for the ultimate adventure!   This outing is limited to 40 participants (chaperones 

included) at a cost of $2.00 per person.  PAYMENT BY CASH AT TIME OF ENTRYðMUST BRING EXACT CHANGE!   

RSVP REQUIRED!  Contact Mariann at 390-6133 or mariannolsen@idahoidea.org for more information. 

Regularly Scheduled  

Elluminate Help Sessions: 

Science Help: 

Thursdays 12-1 mountain    Click the link HERE  
Math Help:  

Thursdays 1-3 mountain    Click the link HERE  
Please remember to log in with your first and last name. 

March 30,  1858 

The pencil with 

eraser was 

patented.  

The first 

American 

factory to mass 

produce pencils 

was opened in 

1951. 

Most pencils 

sold in the U.S. 

have erasers. 

Europeôs do not. 

Pencils are 

purposely shaped 

so they do not 

roll off a desk. 

Pencils were 

issued to Union 

Soldiers are part 

of their basic 

equipment. 

https://sas.elluminate.com/m.jnlp?sid=1111&password=M.522C632A6895AF59D5EB330704F987
http://www.fieldtripfactory.com
mailto:mariannolsen@idahoidea.org
mailto:michellefunderburg@idahoidea.org
mailto:mariannolsen@idahoidea.org
mailto:mariannolsen@idahoidea.org
https://sas.elluminate.com/m.jnlp?sid=1111&password=M.B1E629DD9BC0BD8A5FE0E63A813008
https://sas.elluminate.com/site/external/jwsdetect/meeting.jnlp?sid=1111&password=M.FAFB48A97B9ED899D7B7BD9C3BB561


A typical pencil can: 

Draw a line 35 
miles long 

Write 45,000 
words 

Can write in 

zero gravity, 
upside down, 
and under 
water. 

Play dough color wheel:   

(Play-doh brand works well) Give each child 
a ball of the primary colors, (golf ball size 
should work) Have the student pinch off a 
piece of dough about the size of a mini-
marshmallow, of each color, and roll it into a 
ball. Have them press their pieces onto the 
primary color section of the attached tem-
plate. 

Using another piece of the red, yellow and 
blue play dough; have the kids make the 
secondary colors by mixing the primary col-
ors together.  They wonõt necessarily use 
equal amounts of both colors. For instance, 
it take more yellow than red to make a good 
orange color. 

 Red and Yellow = Orange 

 Red and Blue= Violet 

 Blue and Yellow = Green 

Have them save half of their secondary color 
and set aside to use to make the tertiary col-
ors.  Roll the remaining half into a ball and 
press it onto their paper. 

Next make the tertiary colors by mixing the 
following colors together. Again, they may 
need to adjust how much of the color they 
use, for instance you would use less red than 
orange to get a good red-orange color, be-
cause red is a stronger pigment than orange. 

 Orange and Red= Red-Orange 

 Orange and Yellow= Yellow-
Orange 

 Violet and Red= Red-Violet 

 Violet and Blue= Blue Violet 

 Green and Blue=Blue-Green 

 Green and Yellow= Yellow-green 

Have them press those colors on the re-
maining places on the color wheel. Once the 
play dough is dry it will stick to the paper. If 
it falls off later, it can be glued on with 
Elmerõs Glue. 

Supplies: 

Play-doh Red, Yellow and Blue 

Paper to press their play-doh on 

 

K-1 alternate activity: you could have the 
younger kids stop at the secondary colors . 

7-12 alternate activity: instead of using play 
dough, use paints. 

Color Wheel (K-6) 
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Student Discounts 

Mystique Theater in Chubbuck offers a 2-for-1 ticket special on Monday nights for area high school students with 
a current ID card (buy one get one free). Visit their website at www.mystiquetheater.com for dates and times 
of upcoming shows. 

Idaho Falls Symphony offers discounts on some of their concerts. Regular ticket price is $6, discount tickets 
with student ID is $1. Visit their website at www.idahofallssymphony.com for dates and times of upcoming 
concerts.at      

Student IDôs    
I-DEA now offers student identification cards. Please contact Jerri for more information by calling (208)-238-

1388 or by email at jerrifry@idahoidea.org. 

 

Portfolio Showcase/Talent Show 
Mark your calendars for May 1, 2009. The Southeast Resource Center will be hosting a Portfolio Showcase 

and Talent Show. Details will be in the April newsletter or talk to your contact teacher during the portfolio 

conferences. 

  

Attention 2009 Graduates 
Seniors be on the look out for information coming your way regarding the graduation ceremony in May. 

Letters will be mailed out the first of March with the details of everything you need to know and do.  

1= Primary, 2= Secondary, 3= Tertiary 

Tid-Bits of Information 

http://www.mystiquetheatre.com/
http://www.idahofallssymphony.com/
http://www.idahofallssymphony.com/
mailto:jerrifry@idahoidea.org


Iôd like to take this opportunity to thank all of you who responded to the parent survey about online 

resources. You were generous with your comments and I received valuable input about how you are 

using the online resources that I-DEA provides. Please be   assured that all of the comments have been 

reviewed and considered as we look ahead to the 2009-2010 school year. 

Do you like to find activities related to a specific month to include in your lesson plans? I would     

suggest that both BrainPOP and Discover Education Streaming are excellent sources for monthly    

calendars of commemorative events. In BrainPOP, the best place to start is to click on a new added 

feature, the BrainPOP Educators. Youôll find the highlighted features for that month, accompanied by 

their related teaching materials. You will also find the same BrainPOP Educators button on the main 

page at BrainPOP, Jr. And another great resource for you in BrainPOP, Jr. is the Grown Ups Guide. 

When you click on that button on the main BrainPOP, Jr. web page, youôll have several very helpful 

links. I like the Family Tips, Teacher Tips, and Lesson Ideas best. 

 

In Discovery Education Streaming, the very first page you see after logging in is a section 

near the top of the page called ñOn This Dayò. A list of videos and video clips for that 

topic will be active links for you. You can also choose ñView Full Calendarò to see      

everything available for the entire month. 

 

Counselorõs Corner 
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Online Programs with Brenda! 

Successful student planners require a team effort.   Planners should be developed by students, school person-

nel and parents, by the end of eighth grade. Idaho State Code requires the 4 year plan.  The purpose for the 

plan is to outline a course of study and learning activities for students to become contributing members of 

society.  A student learning plan describes, at a minimum, the list of courses and learning activities in which 

the student will engage while working toward meeting the school districtôs graduation standards. The learn-

ing plan should include a rigorous academic core and a related sequence of electives in academic, profes-

sional-technical education (PTE), or humanities aligned with the studentôs post graduation goals. The plan-

ner can be adjusted and revised at any time.  The intent of the plan is to encourage students to learn skill sets 

which will aid their future college and career goals.   

IDEA had a student who graduated last year who did a remarkable job in planning high school courses. She 

was interested in the field of medicine but not exactly sure of a   

specific job.  So when selecting electives she took extra courses in 

chemistry, advanced math, pre-calculus, biology and foreign       

language.  She also elected to take computer keyboarding and     

applications so her computer knowledge would be comparable to 

other high school graduates and enable her to transition into the  

college world with little trouble. Lastly she opted for dual credit at 

the local college her last two years with us. She earned over 30   

college credits which transferred to her chosen university.  Needless 

to say this young lady is well on her way to a successful,              

well-educated and vibrant life.   

Please contact me if you would like to visit about your studentôs 

planner, individual interests and future. I look forward to hearing 

from you. 

 

Melissa Johnson, IDEA  

More than half 

the pencils in 
the world are 
produced in 

China.  

Americans use 
more than 2 
million pencils 

a year. 



Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday 

2 3 4 5 6 

 

 

 

 

9 10 11 12 

11:00 Healthy  

EatersñPocatello. p.2   

SERC IDFY 2:30 

Burley IDFY 7:00 

T.F. Anchor Help 
Day in Jerome 11-2 

 

13 

11:00 Healthy Eaters 
in Ammon.  p. 2 

16 17   St. Patrickõs Day 18 

SERC Help Day           
9amñ3pm. 

 

 

19 20 First Day of Spring 

IF IDFY 1:00 

 

Anchor Due Today 

23 24 25 26 27 

Monthly Progress  

Updates Due 

 

Quarter 3 Ends 

30 31    

March 2009 

Remember: 

Daylight Savings Time 
Begins Sunday 

Spring BreakñSchool Closed until April 6, 2009 

Portfolio Conferences Grades 7-12 

Portfolio Conferences Grades 7-12 


