
students currently enrolled in I-DEA 
and their siblings will be given priority 

over new students in the selection proc-
ess.   If your students are currently en-
rolled in I-DEA and if you are adding 
siblings, you can be confident they will 
be accepted into I-DEA for the 2009-
2010 school year. 

If you know someone that would bene-
fit from being enrolled in I-DEA, please 
let them know enrollment is currently 
open.  Over the years, we have come to 
realize many of our new families enroll 
in I-DEA because they talked to a 
friend or family member that was cur-
rently enrolled in our school.  If you do 
refer a family, please let them know to 
include your name on the online appli-
cation under òHow did you hear about 
I-DEAó.   We would like to show our 
appreciation for the referral with a 
$20.00 Barnes & Nobleõs gift certificate.  
You will receive the gift certificate for 
each family you refer that is enrolled in 
I-DEA at the end of the 1st quarter.  
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Important Reminders: 

2009-10 Enrollment Opens March 16th 

ISATs in Lewiston are April 14th & 15th  

Anchors due April 17th  
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Inside this issue: 

I love this time of year!  I love the changes 
that April brings and the hope for the 
warm days of summer and vacations.  I 
love the spring rains that give life and 
breathe to our flowers, gardens and crops.  
I love seeing my childrenõs projects come to 
completion and the proud smiles that ac-
company them.  And I love visiting with 
families who are interested in our school!   
I-DEA has so much to offer!  One 
of the biggest advantages that makes 
I-DEA so unique is the parent 
choosing the curriculum to fit the 
learning style and level of their child.  
What other school does that?  Other 
schools use the òone curriculum fits 
alló approach.  The other advantage 
of I-DEA is who does the teaching.  
Once again, we have the best of 
both worlds!  The person who 
knows the child best is giving them 
one-on-one tutoring and instruction 
at the pace of that particular child.  
For some, that pace is accelerated 

and for others it is valuable and perti-
nent review.  No time wasted waiting 
for òthe other students.ó The other 
teacher your child has is the entire 
staff of competent and energetic 
teachers all the way from kindergar-
ten through the final years of high 
school!  For every class taken in the 
secondary years (7-12) there is a 
qualified teacher ready and willing to 
help out with any problem that the 
parent or student may have.  In the 
elementary grades, our contact teach-
ers work weekly with both parents 
and students on the reading and lan-
guage skills and the curriculum that 
will work best for the child. 
In addition, I-DEA supports this 
teaching model with allotment funds 
so that you can purchase your com-
puter, curriculum for your courses 
and instructional support for the elec-
tive courses.   Finally, I-DEA has 
community coordinators that are 

home educators themselves who 
are there to mentor with you and 
provide activities, field trips and 
outings to enhance the learning and 
fun of your childõs education. It is 
easy to see why I get so excited 
visiting with new families and shar-
ing the beauties of our school.  If 
you know of a family that is inter-
ested in taking their children out of 
the refines of the brick and mortar 
school and desires to educate them 
at home, or a family that is cur-
rently educating their child at home 
and is looking for financial and 
educational support, please give 
these interested families my contact 
information.  I-DEA enrollment 
for the next school year begins on 
March 16th.  
Enjoy the April showers and I 
hope to see you soon! 
Susie MacPherson 
susiemacpherson@idahoidea.org 

Hello, 

As you know, I-DEAõs enrollment 
for the 2009-2010 school year is 
now open.  You should have re-
ceived an enrollment packet during 
the week of March 16th.  I encour-
age you to complete the form, 
2009-2010 Parent/Student Com-
pact, Enrollment Agreement and 
Income Survey and send them in at 
your earliest convenience.  Enroll-
ment will remain open until June 1, 
2009.   

As a charter school, I-DEA is re-
quired to set the enrollment open-
ing and closing dates, as well as an 
enrollment cap.  For the 2009-2010 
school year, the enrollment cap is 
set at 900 students.  If the enroll-
ment cap is exceeded on June 1st, 
all students requesting admissions 
will enter the lottery process.  It is 
important to note per Idaho Code, 

This is our way of saying thank 
you for your support and efforts 
in building the I-DEA school 
community.   

Sincerely, 

Linda Sterk,  

I-DEA Director 

mailto:susiemacpherson@idahoidea.org


Community Events for Palouse! 

Silverwood Science Days 
 Ages 3-7 $14.83 (per day) 
           Ages 8-64 $18.04 (per day) 
 
PHYSICS DAY:  Wednesday, 
May 20th 

 
SCIENCE DAY: Thursday, 
May 21st  
 

This is a pre pay event 

Student may choose to partici-
pate on one or both days 

All payments are due in the 
Post Falls Resource Center by 
April 1, 2009 ð No Fooling! 

No late payments will be ac-
cepted under any circumstances 
No refunds 
This is a program where students 
and teachers can test the princi-
pals of physics and science for 
themselves, using the parks rides 
and other attractions.  Silverwood 
has developed challenging experi-

Student Activities  
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Momõs Night Out  
 

Monday, April 6th   
Rosauers, Lewiston 

7 ð 9PM  
 

If  you are looking 
for a relaxed evening 

with other Moms 
then come join us 
for coffee, dessert 

and a much             
deserved break!  

Bring your friends. 

The more the        

merrier! 

 
 Anchor Assignment             

Assistance (AAA) 

Come get assistance from the 
IDEA staff. Please bring a copy 
of the assignments that youõre 

wanting help with, and any mate-
rials that might be needed.  

 

April 7th  10am-12pm 

 @  Calvary Chapel,           
Lewiston 

 

April 9th  9-11am 

 @ Sisterõs Brew in Moscow 

 

ments to test studentõs knowl-
edge and reward them for 
their efforts.  PLUS:  aca-
demic competitions, educa-
tional opportunities by the 
Discover Channel movies, 
DEQ and KSPS. 
 

Curriculum and instructions 
are available off of the Silver-
wood website to prepare your 
student for a measurement 
contest, logo design contest, 
and an engineering and con-
struction skill test.   
 

For more information, contact 
Karen Ashenbrenner at kare-
nashenbrenner@idahoidea.org  
 

 Palouse Gym Day  - Our 

final one for the school 

year! 
What: Gym Day at the Hamil-

ton Indoor Recreation Center 

in Moscow 

When: Friday, April 24th   from 

9:30 ð 10:30 and once a month 

for the rest of the school year. 

For: K-5th grade I-DEA stu-

dents 

Gym Day has proven to be a 

huge hit on the Palouse!  Each 

dayõs activities and games are 

related to the Physical Educa-

tion Standards. Amy Clark 

teaches parents and students 

the skills and techniques for 

specific physical education 

skills. We start practicing 

these skills with Amy and the 

parents continue working with 

their kids on these skills at 

home. 
For more information contact 

Susie MacPherson (877-1550) 

or Amy Clark (596-9392) 

 

The Daisy 

and the 

Sweet Pea 

are the 

flowers of 

the month 

of April.  

mailto:karenashenbrenner@idahoidea.org
mailto:karenashenbrenner@idahoidea.org


Earth Day                                                           
is one of two observances, both held an-

nually during spring in the northern 
hemisphere, and autumn in the southern 
hemisphere. These are intended to inspire 

awareness of and appreciation for the 
Earth's environment.  

Make these charming herb pots and 
watch them grow all summer long! This 
project not only recycles, it creates new 
life. Your child can watch her plants grow 
for months to come and be proud that 
she created the container that holds them.  

What you'll need: 

Empty aluminum can  

Screwdriver  

Liquitex Basics Gesso  

Acrylic craft  

Acrylic sealer spray, matte finish  

Craft or popsicle stick  

Thin cardboard  

Pinking shears  

Black Sharpie marker  

5-10 small rocks, stones or pebbles  

1.5 cups Potting soil  

4-inch potted herb plant  

White craft glue  

Water  

How to make it: 

1. Wash and dry aluminum can.  

2. Turn can upside down. Parent should 
use screwdriver or pointed object to 
poke holes in the bottom of the can. 

3. Paint outside of can with one coat of 
Gesso. Let dry completely.  

4. Decorate however you like.  

5. Spray the outside of the completed can 
with acrylic sealer spray. Let dry.  

6. Place enough rocks or pebbles in the 
bottom of the can to form a single 
layer.  

7. Add enough potting soil to fill the can 
2/3 full.  

8. Remove potted herb from its container 
and transplant into the can.  

9. Fill edges with remaining potting soil, 
gently pat down so that plant is firmly 

in the can but not compacted so much 
that itõs too tight.  

10. Place can on a plate (to catch any wa-
ter drainage) and add some water to 
the newly planted herbs.  

11. Paint craft stick . Allow to dry.  

12. Cut a piece of thin cardboard into a 
small rectangle (about 1.5 x 3ó ) using 
pinking shears.  

13. Paint both side of the cardboard with 
Gesso, let dry.  

14. Glue the rectangle to the top of the 
craft stick.  

15. Use a black Sharpie marker to write 
the herb name onto the rectangle.  

16. Insert your plant marker into the soil, 
being careful not to crush any roots 
along the way.  

17. Place your new garden in a sunny 
window and remember to water them!  

18. Eat these herbs! Your kids will light 
up when they get to pinch off a basil 
leaf to add to your spaghetti sauce.  
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We are on the 

Web! 

www.idahoidea.

PF Resource Center  

Contact information: 

Rachel Happeny, Receptionist 

Monday ðFriday  

8:30 am -4:30 pm 

208-457-1019 

rhappeny@idahoidea.org 

Palouse/Post Falls Regional Staff: 

 

Deb Pence: Admin/Secondary Principal  

deborahpence@idahoidea.org  

Melissa Johnson: Counselor   

melissajohnson@idahoidea.org  

Keith Myers: Secondary Math/Contact Teacher   

keithmyers@idahoidea.org  

 

Earth Day 

Amy Clark: Secondary Health/PE/ Contact 

Teacher 

 amyclark@idahoidea.org 

Lois Bly: Contact Teacher   

loisbly@idahoidea.org  

Susie MacPherson: Community Coordinator   

susiemacpherson@idahoidea.org 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Observance
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Northern_hemisphere
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Northern_hemisphere
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Southern_hemisphere
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Southern_hemisphere
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Earth


Counselors Corner 
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Online Programs with Brenda! 

 

QQ. Can February 

March? 

 

A. No, but April 

May! 

 

 

APANGEA is here!                             

Do you have a 5th-12th grade student 

in I-DEA? Could that student use a 

little help in math? How about if an 

online tutor could walk that student 

through math problems step-by-step 

to gain confidence in solving real-

world math problems? Would your 

student like to be able to ask ques-

tions online to a math expert who 

can help explain those tricky 

math concepts that have her 

stumped? Would he perhaps 

like to earn points that can be 

used for gift cards or charitable 

donations while learning math? 

If you answered yes to any of these 

questions, then perhaps APANGEA 

is the answer you need right now. I-

DEA can provide this great online 

resource to math students in grades 

5-12 at no charge to your allotment. 

Talk with your contact teacher today 

for more details about APANGEA.  

 

 

 

 

 

BrainPOP Jr. 

ˊ Join Annie and Moby as they  

    explore Landforms from plains to    

    plateaus.  

ˊ Teach about different kinds of    

    homes with our Neighborhood  

    movie.  

ˊ Discuss the nervous system, sight,  

    sound, smell, taste, and touch  

    with the movie on Senses. 

Check out these timely movies 
available on BrainPOP and 
BrainPOP, Jr. for upcoming 

April memorial occasions: 

 

ˊ April 2: It's Autism Awareness 
Day. Show BrainPOP's Autism 
movie and discuss the neurological 
condition.  

ˊ April 3: Primatologist Jane 
Goodall turns 75 today. Study her 
work and contributions with our 
Jane Goodall movie.   

ˊ April 4: View the Maya Angelou 
movie on the writer's 81st birthday 
and find out why the caged bird 
sings. 

ˊ April 5: Today marks the official 
start of Major League Baseball sea-
son! Learn more about the national 
pastime with the movie on Baseball.  

ˊ April 7: On World Health Day, 
watch our movie on the Human 
Body and discuss all the amazing 
things it does to keep us running.   

All high school students. If 
you are considering going to 
college and applying for 
scholarships, here is some-
thing to consider. Top col-
leges are not necessarily 
looking for the smartest 
student, or the type of indi-
vidual who can do every-
thing.  They want you to be 
able to be a good student, 
and demonstrate a record of 

this, and also they want you to be 
able to add something to both their 
institution and society in general.  
They also interested in activities that 
show you can contribute to your 
community ð volunteer work, class 
officers, clubs, sports, music, art, 
etc.  Donõt make the mistake of 
waiting until your junior or senior 
year to take on a leadership role, 
engage in community activities, or 
try to beef up your credentials.  Col-
leges like to see some contribution 
along these lines earlier in the high 
school experience.   

Students have control over the ad-
missions process. Applications, let-
ters of recommendation, transcripts, 
admission test scores, or whatever is 
required for admissions, is under 
your complete control.  Never make 
the assumption that just because you 
have contacted someone to do 
something for you, does not mean it 
was actually done.  Check back later 
and confirm the task was completed 
and sent to the appropriate individ-
ual.   

I received a call today from a senior 
who needed a letter of recommenda-
tion/reference.  He needed several 
and offered to make copies of it.  I 
replied you always want to get sev-
eral originals from whoever is writ-
ing the reference.  This shows they 
were professional and have high 
regard for the student who needed 
the reference.  Another tip along 
those lines is, when requesting a 
letter from an individual prepare a 
summary of your accomplishments, 
strengths, community involvement, 

and work history.  Provide any 
information which will help the 
individual learn more about you 
and write an enhanced more de-
tailed recommendation/reference.   

In relation to extracurricular activi-

ties, quality is better than quantity. 

Do not flood your application with 

tons of activities.  Pick a few activi-

ties early in your high school career 

and stick with them.  Do volunteer 

work, in your area of interest, par-

ticularly those that can demonstrate 

that you are contributing to your 

community.  Holding a job can also 

be of interest to a college, particu-

larly one that adds to your area of 

expertise or interest.  Colleges will 

be interested in what you do when 

you are not in school. Please con-

tact me for more information 

about colleges.  

Melissa Johnson, IDEA Counselor 

http://e2ma.net/go/1782612999/1625225/59917548/goto:http:/www.brainpopjr.com/science/land/landforms/preview.weml
http://e2ma.net/go/1782612999/1625225/59917546/goto:http:/www.brainpopjr.com/socialstudies/communities/homes/
http://e2ma.net/go/1782612999/1625225/59917545/goto:http:/www.brainpopjr.com/health/bodies/senses/
http://e2ma.net/go/1782612999/1625225/59917563/goto:http:/www.brainpop.com/health/diseasesinjuriesandconditions/autism/
http://e2ma.net/go/1782612999/1625225/59917560/goto:http:/www.brainpop.com/science/famousscientists/janegoodall/
http://e2ma.net/go/1782612999/1625225/59917557/goto:http:/www.brainpop.com/english/famousauthorsandbooks/mayaangelou/
http://e2ma.net/go/1782612999/1625225/59917554/goto:http:/www.brainpop.com/socialstudies/culture/baseball/
http://e2ma.net/go/1782612999/1625225/59917551/goto:http:/www.brainpop.com/health/bodysystems/humanbody/
http://e2ma.net/go/1782612999/1625225/59917551/goto:http:/www.brainpop.com/health/bodysystems/humanbody/

