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From our Director
~Contributed by Jason Bransford, dDEA Director

would like to outline a few recommend checking it once a  ers are helpful to you.
hings that may be easy to day on weekdays.
forget. As you will notice, these *We have some great field
reminders are not all related to trips. If you have not attended any
one anotherin fact, they range in lately, you should come out and
subject. see how good they really are
*Enroliment/reenroliment (dondt forget to
opens April 18 to May 6". Please quested).
tell your friends about-DEA. We *Learning can and should be
would love to work with them as enjoyable.
well as your family. *Please return your curricu-
*We have a 0 Sfyh@ehe énd 6 thé serddl year!
tionsdé page on otWewhhsikta; oWwec
would love to post information sour ceso6 tab on
about your c¢hi |wkBpage ancoor ovebgité. Listea -
ment. Please tell your contact  on this page are museums, local
teacher if you have something to attractions, libraries, activities,
celebrate. etc... in your area. Call your Con-
*Please check your email contact Teacher if you need help
sistently. The minimum require- finding this tab.

Q s a few gentle reminders, | ment is weekly, but | strongly I hope some of these remind-

Parent to Parent

~Contributed by Community Coordinators Lisa Bown

of my favorite times of the backyard with journal writing

year. | enjoy opening allthe i me. When my ki ds
windows to let fresh air in, going like they are missing the best part
on bike rides with my family, andof spring, they zone into their
planning a garden. Days seem st dies and work more diligently.  ((
be brighter, longer, and more fun, 1 also find that my kids are
with so many outdoor activities more motivated to accomplish =
available. their daily goals when they know

Because of the warmer they get to spend the remainder

weather, my kids have a harder of the day having fun outside.
time sitting in their seats, and Spring days are such great
would much rather be exploring incentive to children!
outside. To accommodate this
desire, as well as our need for
quality time spent on education, |
plan part of our day to include
learning outdoors. For our family,
this might mean a physical fithess/
health lesson, an engaging science

S pring is coming! This is onediscovery, or a picnic lunch in the
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Jana Schafer
Contact Teacher

ol | i ke dheyexgechogsh e r pencils can be used to help

who gives you
something to
think about

besides

h ome wo r Kirefcolumns should be drawn. have shown up in the Know

~Edith Ann (Lily Tomlin)

TG
w”"{?
Diane Neal
Online Curriculum
Supervisor
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What is K -W-L? @’\ ;
~Contributed by Jana Schafer, Contact Teacher !
Know - Want to Know - e Label Col umn
Learneq . 2 0 W6, Col umn 3 Lot L
K-W-L is an introductory strategy _ _
that provides a structure for ¢ Before reading, students fill
recalling what students know  in the Know column with
about a topic, noting what everything they already know
students want to know, and finallgbout the topic. This helps read anything.
listing what has been learned andlenerate their background
is yet to be learned. knowledge. How can | adapt it?
o e Then have students predict Students can add &4olumn

The K-W-L strategy is a graphic topic, which might follow a quick Wanderings.” This column is for
organizer that allows students to gjance at the topic headings, students to pose new questions
take inventory of what they pictures, and charts that are they have as a result of their
already know and what they wantfoynd in the reading. This helps reading. Throughout the unit,
to know about a subject before et their purpose for reading and Students add to the columns as
reading. Students can categorizefocyses their attention on key ~ they encounter new information.
information about the topic that jgeas. Different colored markers or

®  Alternatively, you might haveiq a1y represent new learning.

What grade level and students put in the middle column

subject? Wh‘?‘t they want to learn about theHiII, Campbell, Ruptic, Cynthia &

K-W-L charts are for all subject OPIC- Norwick, LisaClassroom Based Assess

areas and all grade levels! ®  After reading, students ment_ (1998). ChristopheGordon
should fill in their new knowledge Publishers, Inc., Norwood MA

How can | do it? gained from reading the content. http://olc.spsd.sk.ca/DE/PD/instr/

; trats/kwl/
e On achart, handout, or on They can also clear up mispercepratSiKWl

students' individual clean sheets, ions about the topic which might

column before they actually

Online Programs with Diane i ISAT Resources
~Contributed by Diane Neal, Online Curriculum Supervisor

W ith the ISATs approachingthe test, there are some other  Prep, ISAT Readiagd Virtual
parents have asked me opportunities to practice content Manipulatives for Math and Science
where they can find practice in an online environment. One oin each of the courses, you will
opportunities online. The best  the best is for students in gradessee an overview, vocabulary
place to start is with the ISAT 6 and above through the Idaho terms, resources for each stan-
tutorial and practice tests. We Digital Learning Academy (IDLA)dard tested, links to practice
require that every child work website. IDEA has accessto  websites, and actual practice tests
through the tutorials and practicethese resources and practice  for the ISAT. You will be amazed
tests before arriving to take their tests. To access these tools, go at the amount of resources, so
ISATs. In this way, the child to www.idahodigitallearning.org get in there and look around.
becomes familiar with the formatTo log in, you may use one of theStart early, so your student will

of the test and feels much more following usernames: have time to work on them
confident the actual test day isat.288801.lor isat.288801.2 before they take the actual ISAT
arrives. There are links to the  or isat.288801.3this pattern in April. Your contact teacher
tutorials and practice tests on therepeats up toisat.288801.27In  can help you determine what
I-DEA website under the testing other words, FDEA has 27 areas your child might want to
tab. Please ask your contact  log-ins which may be used review.

teacher if you need any assistana@multaneously. The password isqelping your child feel prepared
with this. simply:isat. and confident for upcoming state

While the tutorials and practice Once logged in, you will want to tests is a areat way to ensure
tests help the student become click on one of the courses listed, 9 Y o
more familiar with the format of ISAT Language Arts, ISAT Math SUcCcess and alleviate test anxiety!



http://olc.spsd.sk.ca/DE/PD/instr/strats/kwl/
http://olc.spsd.sk.ca/DE/PD/instr/strats/kwl/
http://www.idahodigitallearning.org
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Ask a Teachem Preparing for Kindergarten

~Contributed by Laura Morrison, Contact Teacher

knowing their address and phonepaper. Label items in your house
number, writing the numbers andso they see print and can begin to
the alphabet, sitting through an read the words they see. Play
activity and basic physical skills. outside every day, running and

Q_HOW can | prepare my scissors, writing their name, make art projects with colored

preschooler for
kindergarten next year?

fi It used to be that These skills can be easily taught jfimping. Set aside some time and
kmdergart(_an was the year ofgme time is set aside to teach have your child sit for 5 minutes
school when children learned them on a reqular basis. or longer to do an art activity or

the!r colors, Shapesv how 1_:0 tie Read regularly to your children to p|ay a board game.

their shoes and how to write from books that have rhyming in Children who enter kindergarten
thg|r names. Kindergarten _them and point out the rhyming with a basic background of skills
children need to have these skillsyords. Play word games and  will be much more likely to

but also need to know many  make up words that rhyme. Havesucceed and feel a sense of

others. Parents should begin  the children make lists for the ~ accomplishment at school. Laura Morrison
teaching their preschoolers manygrocery store, or write a letter to Having a successful beginning to Contact Teacher
other skillsbeforeentering a grandparent. Have them sign schooling can set the stage for

kindergarten. These skills shouldinejr names on any paper you camany years of success in educat-
include rhyming, counting t0 10 find. Count the snack food in  ing your children.

or higher, identifying the alphabetfront of them and count your

and the sounds they make, usingfingers and toes. Use scissors and

Ask a Community Coordinator i Low Stress Portfolios

~Contributed by Karen Bartlett, Community Coordinator

Q_What are some low stress  Others use an accordion file  know it goes into the portfolio

ways for helping my children and collect the assignments of thand where. If we have a better
. . course of the semester and put itidea (pictures, stories, science
5 ; ;
put together their portfolio® together all at one time when projects, etc.) later on then they
~This is a problem for new they are due. use it. This way we have a.plan
families as well as experi- Our family has taken a and know either way what is
enced families. There are so man?/’ﬁerent approach thatworks — needed. .
different ways to do them. Here very well for us and there is no Keep in mind there is no one
are three different ones ybu can 9uess work for the kids when  set way to put a portfolio
putting it together. We sort our  together. Portfolios should be

try

curriculum and compare it to the thought out and organized. They
put all of their assignments in for state standards. When we find are work samples, and should not
the week. On Friday they sort what we want to use for the _ take an hour to locate or show
through the folder and put the ~ Standard we highlight and label itone standard to your teacher,
ones that they are proud of in to " the.stu_dent workbook index or If you nee_d help your Teacher

. . mark it with a labeled sticky note.and Community Coordinator are
the binder and label it. When we get to that lesson we  here to help.

'Some have a Friday folder to

Ask an Administrator i Tech Support
~Contributed by Josh Femreite, Technology Director

_ Are there any other ways log into the website you will see aso check this page often to see if
to get tech help? Il ink to 0Techn othesegne ned eutonmlé you mighe r
~ the resour ces hfmdahedlpful. gAs @waysyf you dre e
A fi_Many of you have Myldea page. You can also find iexperiencing any tech issues or
conta_lcted the tech de- on the Myldea drop down under just have a question on how to do
partment in the past through resources. On this page you will something please contact us at
Ema” akr)ld p:hone. ! Wantt youtto find information on how to con- techsupport@idahoidea.oror 1-
nor\]/vhal OUTE; new ;]Ngy 09e tact technical support, howo 866-904-4332, we will be more
tech help. The tech department videos, pdf tutorials, and links to than happy to help.

has created a page on our Websitgownload some of the most com-
dedicated to helping you with

your tech problems and teaching mon plugins and programsDEA

’ : requires. We are currently work-
important tech skills. Once you ing on more videos and tutorials



mailto:techsupport@idahoidea.org

