HQ.

April 2010
IDAHO
& EDUCATION
ACADEMY

DISTANCE
[Educating Through Partnership One Child at a Time

DISTANCE EDUCATION ACADEMY
\!

Planting the seeds of tomorrow, TODAY .

Southeast Region Newsletter Issue 9

From our Director
~Contributed by Jason Bransford, IDEA Director

As a few gentle reminders, | recommend checking it once a
would like to outline a few things day on weekdays.
that may be easy to forget. As We have some great field
you will notice, these reminders trips. If you have not attended any
are not all related to one another lately, you should come out and
-in fact, they range in subject.  see how good they really are
Enroliment/reenrollment (dondt forget to
opens April 18 to May 6. Please quested).
tell your friends about-DEA. We Learning can and should be
would love to work with them as enjoyable.
well as your family. Please return your curriculum
We have a 0St atdhe ent of Besched yea!- .
tions6 page on owWe absi aeol wehopesang e hese renindess
would love to post information  tab on each regional webpage orare helpful to you.
about your chi |lodravebsite.tisted orptHisipagé -
ment. Please tell your contact are museums, local attractions,
teacher if you have something tolibraries, activities, etc... in your
celebrate. area. Call your Contact Teacher if
Please check your email con-you need help finding this tab.
sistently. The minimum require-
ment is weekly, but | strongly

Parent to Parent

~Contributed by Community Coordinators Karen Bartlett

A re you, like many parents, de-vices are available, it is
concerned with the amount important to provide good
of time your children spend on  parental supervision, role
the Internet? A survey from The modeling, and guidance for Set a reasonable time
Love and Logic® Institute found Internet usage. limit for daily use .
that o0one in f i veKeamieecdmputenouta d This ay vary from student to
are more concerned withthe of your c¢hi | d o sstudeat;@mhouradayis
I nternet 6s n e g aPlaécevthe computerana tvisibte n reasonable for most kids.
children than television, friends, location. This will help you see Expect your child to
movies, or ev e nwhgnygaorkilsare omthes i ¢ payfor excessive or

Like any other tool, computer, making it easierto  inappropriate use of the
through training and guidance thenanage the amount of time they computer .
Internet can be used well withoutare allowed to use it. What do you do when your child
harming the user. Here are ideas Have honest discussions uses the computer inappropri-
for helping your child experienceand set positive expectations . ately by exceeding time limits or

Research shows children tend to
live up to such positive
expectations.

the benefits of a wired world Dondt be afr ai dviewing ingppreptiale material?
without viewing inappropriate or views: Love and Logic suggests having
even dangerous Internet contentd Th er e a r-ssgremt | okids payfyourfioothat time

Donédt
safe-guards.
Because your child will not
always be at home where these h e

r el y o nhingsloretieet\Weln The good newlsrough extra chores, their own
i s that youdr e moieg orpdsgessions. Thisksiad
can make smart choices about whatural consequence that really

|l ooks at a n dworlsh a t he

doesndf.

wh o
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: Q-
What is K -W-L? " —\\ ;
~Contributed by Jana Schafer, Contact Teacher VARY
EHOW ) dWant to Know - e Before reading, students fill W T
earnec . in the Know column with
K-W-L IS an introductory Strategyeverything they already know
that provides a structure for about the topic. This helps
recalling What stugjents know generate their background
about a topic, noting what knowledge
students want to know, and finally ' )
listing what has been learned and®  Then have students predict
Jana Schat is yet to be learned. what they might learn aboutthe oy can | adapt it?
c ana Tc aﬁr topic, which might follow a quick stydents can add &'4olumn
ontact Teacher What is its purpose? glance at the topic headings,  ith an F for "Further

The K-W-L strategy is a graphic pictures, and charts that are Wanderings." This column is for
organizer that allows students to found in the reading. This helps gy, dents to pose new questions

take inventory of what they set their purpose for reading and they have as a result of their
already know and what they wantfocuses their attention onkey  reading. Throughout the unit,
to know about a subject before ideas. students add to the columns as

_reading._Students can ca_tegorize. Alternatively, you might havethey encounter new information.
_ information about the topic that stydents put in the middle columrPifferent colored markers or
ol [ 1 k e aheyexpechiogish. e r what they want to learn about thepencils can be used to help
What grade level and topic. visually represent new learning.
who gives you  subject? ) After reading, students should fill . _ )
K-W-L charts are for all subject in their new knowledae gained Hill, Campbell, Ruptic, Cynthia &
something to areas and all grade levels! : 9e g Norwick, LisaClassroom Based
How can | do it? from reading the content. They - A\gqessmer(1998).
think about e Onachart handout, oron C2n @ISO clear up misperceptions christopherGordon Publishers,
students' individual clean sheets, 320Ut the topic which might havenc., Norwood MA

besides three columns should be drawn. Shown up in the Know column  http://olc.spsd.sk.ca/DE/PD/instr/

homewor k® babel Col umn bffor%tReggctua&yor?aaemyﬁthinw/
2" OW6, Column 3 oL6O6.

~Edith Ann (Lily Tomlin)

Online Programs with Diane i ISAT Resources
~Contributed by Diane Neal, Online Curriculum Supervisor

W ith the ISATs approachingthe test, there are some other  Prep, ISAT Readeuy Virtual
parents have asked me opportunities to practice content Manipulatives for Math and Science
where they can find practice in an online environment. One oln each of the courses, you will
opportunities online. The best  the best is for students in gradessee an overview, vocabulary
place to start is with the ISAT 6 and above through the Idaho terms, resources for each stan-
tutorial and practice tests. We Digital Learning Academy (IDLA)dard tested, links to practice
require that every child work website. IDEA has accessto  websites, and actual practice tests
through the tutorials and practicethese resources and practice  for the ISAT. You will be amazed
tests before arriving to take their tests. To access these tools, go at the amount of resources, so
ISATs. In this way, the child to www.idahodigitallearning.org get in there and look around.
becomes familiar with the format To log in, you may use one of theStart early, so your student will

of the test and feels much more following usernames: have time to work on them
confident the actual test day isat.288801.lor isat.288801.2 before they take the actual ISAT
T‘}’//”% arrives. There are links to the  or isat.288801.3this pattern in April. Your contact teacher

P 1§ tutorials and practice tests on therepeats up taisat.288801.27In  can help you determine what

I-DEA website under the testing other words, IDEA has 27 areas your child might want to
Diane Neal tab. Please ask your contact  logins which may be used review.
Online Curriculum te.ache.r if you need any assistansgmultaneously. The password isqelping your child feel prepared
Supervisor with this. simplyisat. and confident for upcoming state

While the tutorials and practice Once logged in, you will want to tests is a qreat way to ensure
tests help the student become click on one of the courses listed; g Y o
more familiar with the format of ISAT Language Arts, ISAT Math Success and alleviate test anxiety!



http://olc.spsd.sk.ca/DE/PD/instr/strats/kwl/
http://olc.spsd.sk.ca/DE/PD/instr/strats/kwl/
http://www.idahodigitallearning.org
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Ask a Teachem Preparing for kindergarten

~Contributed by Laura Morrison, Contact Teacher

knowing their address and phonepaper. Label items in your house
number, writing the numbers andso they see print and can begin to
the alphabet, sitting through an read the words they see. Play
activity and basic physical skills. outside every day, running and
fl It used to be that These skills can be easily taught jimping. Set aside some time and
kindergarten was the year ofome time is set aside to teach have your child sit for 5 minutes
school when children learned  them on a regular basis. or longer to do an art activity or
their colors, shapes, how totie  Read regularly to your children  to play a board game.
their shoes and how to write from books that have rhyming in Children who enter kindergarten
their names. Kindergarten  them and point out the rhyming  with a basic background of skills
children need to have these skillsyords. Play word games and  will be much more likely to
but also need to know many make up words that rhyme. Havesucceed and feel a sense of

Q_HOW can | prepare my scissors, writing their name, make art projects with colored

preschooler for
kindergarten next year?

others. Parents should begin  the children make lists for the  accomplishment at school. Laura Morrison
teaching their preschoolers manygrocery store, or write a letter to Having a successful beginning to Contact Teacher
other skillsbeforeentering a grandparent. Have them sign schooling can set the stage for

kindergarten. These skills shouldhejr names on any paper you camany years of success in educat-
include rhyming, counting to 10 find. Count the snack food in  ing your children.

or higher, identifying the alphabefront of them and count your

and the sounds they make, usingfingers and toes. Use scissors and

Ask a Community Coordinator i Low Stress Portfolios

~Contributed by Karen Bartlett, Community Coordinator

Q_What are some low stress  Others use an accordion file  know it goes into the portfolio

ways for helping my children and collect the assignments of the_and Wh_ere. If we h._slve a l:_)etter
put together their portfolio? course of the semester and put itidea (pictures, stories, science
’ together all at one time when projects, etc.) later on then they
“This is a problem for new they are due. use it. This way we have a_plan
families as well as experi- Our family has taken a and know either way what is
enced families. There are so marfj/lerent approach that Wo_rks needed. L .
different ways to do them. Here very well for us and Fhere is no Keep in mind there_ls no one
are three different ones you can guess work for the kids when  set way to put a portfolio
putting it together. We sort our  together. Portfolios should be

try.

Some have a Friday folder to
put all of their assignments in for
the week. On Friday they sort
through the folder and put the
ones that they are proud of in to
the binder and label it.

curriculum and compare it to the thought out and organized. They karen Bartlett

state standards. When we find  are work samples, and should nol community Coordinator
what we want to use for the take an hour to locate or show

standard we highlight and label itone standard to your teacher.

in the student workbook index or If you need help your Teacher

mark it with a labeled sticky note.and Community Coordinator are

When we get to that lesson we here to help.

Ask an Administration fi Tech Support

~Contributed by Josh Femreite, Technology Director

_ Are there any other ways log into the website you will see aso check this page often to see if

to get tech help? Il ink to 0Tec hn otheragrg neW ritbrigl® yownmgihte r
A Many of you have the resour ces hfiadhdipful gis abways if yowader e
Acontacte d the tech de- Myldea page. You can also find iéxperiencing any tech issues or

on the Myldea drop down under just have a question on how to do
resources. On this page you will something please contact us at
find information on how to con- techsupport@idahoidea.orgr 1-
tact technical support, howto 866-904-4332, we will be more
videos, pdf tutorials, and links to than happy to help.

Sownload some of the most com-

mon plugins and programsDEA

partment in the past through
email and phone. | want you to
know about a new way to get
tech help. The tech department
has created a page on our websi
dedicated to helping you with
your tech problems and teaching
important tech skills. Once you

. Josh Femreite
requires. We are currently work- Technology Director

ing on more videos and tutorials



mailto:techsupport@idahoidea.org
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From our Regional Director

~Contributed by Laurie Wolfe, Director of Boise Resource Center

H ow can | help my child the week before the test and ways to scroll through the
prepare fdr e dné subjectarea tutorial. reading passages. Do you

All public school students in Itis a good idea for parents to  understand how to click to
grades 310 and any 1M.or 12"  take the tutorials themselves andenlarge a graph or chart and then
grade students who have not methen guide their children through click the x to go back to the
graduation proficiency are re-  it. Students need to be com-  question?

quired to take the Idaho Stan-  pletely comfortable with the tools You may choose to use audio
dards Achievement Test (ISAT) the ISAT has to offer as well as during the student tutorials.

this spring. Students in grades the format of the tests them- Please be aware that the only
3-10 will take grade level contentselves. Once your child begins students who will have audio
tests in Language Usage, Math, the actual test the proctors available on the actual test are
and Reading. Students in gradesannot explain how to use the  students with an Individual

5, 7 and 10 will also take a gradetools. The link to the ISAT Education Plan (IEP), 504 plan, o
level content test in Science. ISAfutorials can be found behind thean English Learning Plan (ELP)
testing at IDEA begins on login under My-DEA & Testingd that states they need an audio
Tuesday April 13 and runs ISAT Documents. accommodation.

through Friday April 30, 2010.  You and your child should be abl§ye want all of our students to
Last week each of you received to answer the following questions,sve a successful testing

an email with details about how when they come to testing. Can experience. Thank vou for takin
to schedul e ISAyiELﬁeSImékanamofrthear%g, C y 9
Testing spots are filling up quickijollowing tools is used? Chooser,In€ time to review each of the

if you havendt Hsghlighted StrikerErasen u r testing tools and helping your
testing times please do so as sodBuide, Ruler, Calculator and child become familiar with the

as possible. Formulas? Do you know how to testing format. The time you
Students are required to do the move and rotate the ruler to spend with your child now will
ISAT tutorials prior to taking the measure? Do you know how to help him/her feel much more
tests. | am encouraging parents switch the graphing calculator to comfortable when they sit down

to set aside 15 minutes each daya normal calculator? Tell me two
to take the actual test.

Counsel oridRrep&iogrfan @lege

~Contributed by Melissa Johnson, iDEA Guidance Counselor

s your child a junior this year? Scholarships is in the fall, senior May ¥ (Registration Mar. 10

In these tough times we all  year, and you want to make sure Late regd 25"
must be more vigilant in defining gou are prepared to get the Jun % (Registration April 1%
plan to attain college scholarshipsipplication completed by the Late reg 29"
and completing college deadline even if you are not sure Important Note: Please use our
applications. It is a great idea to your child will stay in Idaho for  school code on any college
get ahead startand be preparedc ol | ege. |t 6s aentmecy exams.iThisesnables ush
for the steps you will need to takeoptions, especially if your child isto get the scores, so we can
in the 12" grade. First of all, if  offered money to go to an Idaho process scholarship applications
your child has not already taken school. If you will be applying for properly. Our school code is
the ACT or SAT it would be a  Federal Financial Aid (FAFSA), 130064
good idea to get that scheduled. you will want to have your taxes
Your child now has most all of in order early so you can fill out
11" grade content and can take the form which will be due beforeACT Registration should be done
the tests. This will leave time in  your taxes are required to be on the web site
the senior year to retake if complete. A good faith estimate isyww.actstudent.org Please be
needed. Many college scholarshissmetimes accepted but it needsadvised that registration and
utilize the test scores for to be accurate. Many colleges  payment needs to be a month in
qualification and acceptance offer workshops to assist with theagdvance. There is also a lot of
purposes. They are also used forFAFSA completion. information and test prep, college
placement purposes. Secondly, College Board.com is an excellenifo and career information on
create a documentation of any  source of information in regards this site. Check it out!
community service, volunteer  to all aspects of college readiness.
work, sports, art, job and any  You can build a profile, investigate
pther activities shoy\{ing your childanq research ppllege and ?‘Chmarplease contact me with any
is a well rounded citizen. The datship opportunities and register for

to applying for the Idaho State  the SAT. SAT dates coming up: questions.

800-871-5057 (District Office) 2082381388 (Southeast Resource Center)

ave


http://www.actstudent.org

