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Parent to Parent 
Treasure Valley  

Community  
Coordinators  

 
Jill Call  

Kathi Manning 
Lisa Bown 

 
Make sure you 
check out the 

Upcoming  
Community Events 

Listed on page 
 2 of the  

Newsletter 

IDEA’s mission statement 
Through technology and partnership between parents and 
educators, the Idaho Distance Education Academy pro-

motes and supports a modern education system that delivers 
innovative, relevant, and rigorous education to each child. 
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Parent to Parent 

One of the best ways to find 
support for home educating 
is by talking with other par-
ents who have chosen the 
same route. That’s why I’m 
excited about PENpals!  The 
parents who came to the 
PENpals meeting on April 
2nd had a wealth of informa-
tion to share!  How about 
making a timeline out of 
computer paper that has 
perforated pages?  
You can then fold it so it’s a  

 neat stack of pages when not 
in use! Another parent shared 
the workbox idea – a lesson or 
activity goes in each box, and 
once your child completes all 
boxes, they’re finished with 
school. Some have visited the 
BSU or NNU curriculum librar-
ies and were excited about 
the abundance of resources 
available. We discussed ideas 
for scheduling, teaching differ-
ent grades, and more!  
The PENpals meeting was a  
great opportunity to gather 
new ideas and support each  

other. We hope you’ll join us 
for our next meeting on Tues-
day, August 11 at 7:00 p.m. 
Also up and running is our PEN-
pals yahoo group. Members  
are sharing great ideas, as well 
as questions and concerns.  It 
only takes a couple of minutes 
at your computer and you can 
see what’s happening with 
other I-DEA parents. Log in at 
http://groups.yahoo.com/
group/PENpalsI-DEA/ and help 
our community grow! 
Lisa Bown 

ñGo confidently in the  

direction of your dreams. 

Live the life you have  

imagined.ò 

Henry David Thoreau  

 
Linda Sterk,   

I-DEA Director 

 
On behalf of the I-DEA staff and 
board, I’d like to congratulate the 
2009 I-DEA graduates and their 
parents! As the primary teacher, I
-DEA parents have taken this 
journey with their child each and 
every day and have provided 
their child with a foundation that 
will last a lifetime.   High School 
graduation is a milestone and we 
wish our seniors the very best in 
their future endeavors.   
 
 
 
I would like to take this opportu-
nity to recognize our graduating 
students throughout the state: 

Southwest/Treasure Valley  
Seniors:   
 Carly Allen, Joel Hunt, Josh 

Lee, Brooke McKenzie, Kris-
ten Orien, Julio Perez and 
Ashley Whitman 

 
 
 
Panhandle/Palouse Seniors:  

Joshua Ashenbrenner, 
Miranda Bly, Genavive 
Dodge, Sarah Enfield, Brian 
Farnworth, Katelynn Feist, 
Laurel Fish, Michael  

 Foushee, Lindsey Kemper, 
Valeri Kidd, Quinn MacPher-
son, Bryan Rognaldson and  

 Michael Thompson 
 
 
Southeastern Idaho Seniors: 

Douglas Campbell, Tori 
  Emery, Carrol Fox, Matthew 

Hulet, Ryan Jones and 
  Krysten London. 

I-DEA will be holding ceremonies 
throughout the state and you 

are invited to attend: 

Southwest:   June 5     
Compass Charter School, Meridian  

 7:00 p.m. – 9:00 p.m. 
 
Northern:     May 30    
Post Falls High School Commons  

 2:30 p.m. – 4:00 p.m. 
 
Southeast:    May 30    
Southeast Resource Center  
 2:00 – 4:00 p.m. 

http://groups.yahoo.com/group/PENpalsI-DEA/
http://groups.yahoo.com/group/PENpalsI-DEA/


Upcoming Events 

Idaho Drug Free Youth (IDFY) 
Danik Gymnastics, 1510 Watertower Rd. (S. on Locust Grove, past Franklin), Meridian 

 Saturday,  April 18, 4:00pm-6:00pm: Last one of the year! All 7-12th grade students are invited to IDFY, a 

club that encourages   positive life choices, connection with area teens, leadership and community service. 

We’ll meet from 4:00-5:00pm to work on our Spring Showcase display, then enjoy an hour of free gymnas-

tics with P.E. teacher and gymnastics coach Ivan Tulilov!  Questions?  Contact Jill at jillcall@idahoidea.org. 

 

Park Days and Soccer Clinics 
Thursday, April 16th, 1:30pm-3:30pm: Skyview Park, Nampa 
(Greenhurst & E. Blaskeslee, just west of S. Powerline. Parking is off Blakeslee) 
 

Thursday, April 30, 1:30pm-3:30pm: Tully Park, Meridian  
(Linder Rd., between Ustick & McMillan)  
 

All K-12 students are invited to participate in either or both of these free soccer clinics offered by P.E. 

Teacher Ivan Tulilov. Come to learn some new skills, visit with other I-DEA families and enjoy an afternoon 

at the park!  For those not interested in soccer, come and enjoy the other park amenities! No RSVP needed.  

NoteΥ wŜǎǘǊƻƻƳǎ Ƴŀȅ ƴƻǘ ȅŜǘ ōŜ ǳƴƭƻŎƪŜŘ ōȅ tŀǊƪǎ ϧ wŜŎ ƛƴ !ǇǊƛƭΦ !ƭǎƻΣ ǿƘƛƭŜ ŎƻƭŘ ǘŜƳǇŜǊŀǘǳǊŜǎ ǿƻƴΩǘ ǎǘƻǇ 

us, park days will be postponed for significant rain. Call the BRC at 672-1155 before you leave home if the 

weather is questionable.  

 

Spring Showcase 
Boise First Community Center, 3852 N. Eagle Rd., Boise (between Ustick & McMillan) 

Thursday, May 7th, 6:30pm -8:30pm:  It’s time to show off what your I-DEA students are capable of! All stu-

dents are invited to display their favorite school project or original artwork, and/or perform their special 

talents at our first annual Spring Showcase! We’ll also have tables explaining school clubs, our award win-

ning Future City team display, as well as a 7:00pm information session to help guests understand what 

we’re all about. Display and talent space (and time) is limited so be sure to sign up early by emailing Lisa at 

lisabown@idahoidea.org with student’s names, ages, the type/size of project or the type/time/space 

needed for their talent. And be sure you invite your relatives, friends and neighbors to come and enjoy the 

evening with you! 

 

Graduation 
Compass Public Charter School Auditorium, 2511 W. Cherry Ln., Meridian (just W. of Linder Rd.) 

     Friday, June 5th, 7:00pm-9:00pm: Everyone is welcome to share in the celebration as six of our Treasure Valley  
      students are awarded their high school diplomas.  The ceremony starts at 7:00pm and will be followed by  
      A cake/punch reception and a chance to visit with the graduates and enjoy their personal displays.   
      Come and be a part of this important milestone! Questions? Contact Kathi at kathimanning@idahoidea.org 

 

PENpals I - DEA Yahoo Group  
          Log onto   http://groups.yahoo.com/group/PENpalsI-DEA and join the conversation!  Ask questions, share 
your opinion, trade home educating tips, offer ideas for future activities and enjoy getting connected with other I-
DEA parents! Questions? Contact Lisa at lisabown@idahoidea.org. 

Page  2 

http://groups.yahoo.com/group/PENpalsI-DEA


Page  3 

Regularly Scheduled Elluminate Help Sessions: 

Science Help:  Thursdays 12-1 p.m. Mountain 

Math Help:  Thursdays 1-3 p.m. Mountain 

Chemistry Help 2:30 p.m. Mountain (May 5) 

Physical Science Help:  1:00-2:30 p.m. Mountain (May 5) 

Parent Help:  Wednesdays 1:30-3:30 p.m. Mountain  

Please remember to log in with your first and last name. 

 

Biology Lectures: 

https://sas.elluminate.com/m.jnlp?sid=1111&password=M.B1E629DD9BC0BD8A5FE0E63A813008 

 

Science Help: 

https://sas.elluminate.com/m.jnlp?sid=1111&password=M.B1E629DD9BC0BD8A5FE0E63A813008 

 

Math Help: 

https://sas.elluminate.com/site/external/jwsdetect/meeting.jnlp?sid=1111&password=M.FAFB48A97B9ED899D7B7BD9C3BB561 

 

Chemistry Help: 

https://sas.elluminate.com/m.jnlp?sid=1111&password=M.9D41F3FD2F14E038BE919374592DD6 

 

Physical Science Help: 
https://sas.elluminate.com/site/external/launch/meeting.jnlp?sid=1111&password=M.9D41F3FD2F14E038BE919374592DD6 

 

 

BOISE RESOURCE CENTER 

WEEKLY LABS AND WORKSHOPS 

5/5 Physical Science Help  1:00  - 2:30 

    

5/5 Chemistry Help  2:30 -3:30 

    

5/8 PE Workshop (7—12) Nutrition  1:00 -2:30 

    

https://sas.elluminate.com/m.jnlp?sid=1111&password=M.B1E629DD9BC0BD8A5FE0E63A813008
https://sas.elluminate.com/m.jnlp?sid=1111&password=M.B1E629DD9BC0BD8A5FE0E63A813008
https://sas.elluminate.com/site/external/jwsdetect/meeting.jnlp?sid=1111&password=M.FAFB48A97B9ED899D7B7BD9C3BB561
https://sas.elluminate.com/m.jnlp?sid=1111&password=M.9D41F3FD2F14E038BE919374592DD6
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ON-LINE PROGRAMS WITH BRENDA 

Thank-You,  
Melissa Johnson M. Ed 
Guidance Counselor   
Post Falls Resource 
Center 208.457.1019 

bŜȄǘ ¸ŜŀǊΩǎ hƴƭƛƴŜ wŜǎƻǳǊŎŜǎ 
Aaah, May. Flowers and sunshine are welcome sights! Although we are enjoying spring finally, many of you are looking for-
ward to next year already. I have had several calls and emails about which online resources will be available to you for the 09-
10 school year. Here’s what we have planned. 

I-DEA provides free to you Available as an Allotment Deduction 

General subjects BrainPOP (grades 3-8) General Subjects Discovery Education Streaming (grades  K-12) 

  BrainPOP, Jr. (grades K-3) Science Discovery Education Science (grades K-8) 

  BrainPOP, Espanol (entirely in Spanish)   Science A-Z (grades K-6) 

  LiLI  (grades K-12) Art Creativity Express (grades 2-6) 

  iSEEK  (grades K-12) Language Arts and 
Reading 

MyAccess (grades 4-8) 

  PLATO  (grades K-12)   Reading A-Z  (grades K-6) 

Language Arts and Reading Blue Book of Grammar (grades 4-12)   Vocabulary A-Z  (grades K-6) 

  MyAccess (grades 9-12)   Writing A-Z (grades K-6) 

  Raz-Kids (grades K-6 through your contact 
teacher) 

  ETC Online (grades K-3) 

Math Apangea (grades 5-12) Math ALEKS (grades 3-12) 

  HotMath (grades 7-12)   Math Worksheet Site (grades K-8) 

Career Exploration and Post-
Secondary Planning (Grades 7-12) 

eCis  (grades 8+ ) World 
 Languages 

Rosetta Stone French (grades 7-12) 
  

  eCIS Junior (grades 6-8)   Rosetta Stone Spanish (grades 7-8) 

  Peterson’s Test Packs (grades 9-12)     

Pricing is still being negotiated on some of these products, so be sure to check the curriculum catalog when it becomes avail-
able on July 13 for allotment costs. Also watch for news about a recorded overview of all of our online resources coming up 
later this spring. In that overview, you will learn the highlights of each of these online resources and how they can supple-
ment your teaching plans for next year. Please contact me at my office (208-877-1513) or through my email ( brenda-
hayes@idahoidea.org) if you have questions about these resources. 

Students, who are discussing Student 
Learning Plans and planning for college, 
may want to consider a couple of items. 
Here is a possible course of action, sort 
of like a Career Exploration Road Map.  

 
Self assessment  
Exploration (Broad)  
Research (Depth)  
Informational Interview  
Get experience  
Obtain needed education 

and training  
 

In the self-assessment phase you will 
want to clarify things which you pre-
fer to do. When you are scheduling a 
plan of study it would be beneficial to 
explore the skills you are interested 
in, people are generally happier if 
they are in careers that utilize the 
skills and personality traits that they 
enjoy. In the e-cis program which  

IDEA offers to students you will find a 
category labeled SKILLS.  Here you can 
rate different skills and personality 
traits. After the computer compiles 
the areas which you are good at and 
like the program will then list all of the 
areas of study which utilize the skills 
which you chose.  
Exploration begins when you investi-
gate and research the avenues which 
you are interested in. If you want to 
investigate further the e-CIS program 
will allow you to see job descriptions, 
how many people work in this field 
and view recorded interviews of peo-
ple who work in those particular fields. 
In addition, you can research if there is  
specialized training and the range of 
education and training required in 
your interest area.  The program will 
also show you which colleges offer the 
training programs and the timeline to 
earn that particular degree.   

IDEA offers a work study class for credit 
which you may take advantage of and 
work in an area that you have researched 
and are interested in, this work experi-
ence may assist you in determining if you 
enjoy working in a particular field and 
utilizing your skills and abilities which you 
rated on the SKILLS inventory. 
This is a very brief overview of some 
things to consider when choosing your 
classes and course of study. The e-CIS 
program has many, many tools within the 
program. I would be happy at any time to 
discuss the different features, and ex-
plore with you.  Please call for an ap-
pointment.  

mailto:brendahayes@idahoidea.org
mailto:brendahayes@idahoidea.org
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Boise Resource Center Regional Staff 
Laurie Wolfe: (Director—Boise Resource Center) 
lauriewolfe@idahoidea.org  
 
Mary Whitworth: (Administrative Assistant) 
mwhitworth@idahoidea.org 
 
Diane Neal: (Lead Teacher)  
dianeneal@idahoidea.org  
 
Lyn Beighley: (Contact Teacher) 
lynbeighley@idahidea.org 
 
Jared Bissen: (Special Ed Teacher) 
jaredbissen@idahoidea.org 
 
Kendal Fleshman: (Contact Teacher) 
kendalfleshman@idahoidea.org  
 
MiRanda Foley:(Contact Teacher)  
mirandafoley@idahoidea.org 
 
Theresa Foster :(Contact Teacher)  
theresafoster@idahoidea.org 
 
Jana Schaefer: (Contact Teacher)  
janaschaefer@idahoidea.org 
 
Laura Morrison: (Contact Teacher)  
lauramorrison@idahoidea.org 
 
Sean Short: ( Secondary Teacher) 
seanshort@idahoidea.org 
 
Ivan Tulilov: (PE Teacher) 
ivantulilov@idahoidea.org 
 
Regina Turner: (Contact Teacher)  
reginaturner@idahoidea.org 
 
Dallas Hartshorn: (Systems Engineer) dhartshorn@idahoidea.org 
Andy Archer: (Computer Technician) aarcher@idahoidea.org 

Memorial Day By MiRanda Foley 

NEW IN THE LIBRARY! 
The following items have recently been  added to the 

 Boise Resource Center library  
and are ready for checkout. 

 

        National Geographic books 

Caves – Exploring Hidden Realms 
Expeditions Atlas – True Stories of the Adventurers Who Helped 

Define Our World 
Mystery of the Ancient Seafarers 
Worlds to Explore – Classic Tales of Travel & Adventure 

 

National Geographic DVDs 

The Incredible Human Body 
Madness of Henry VIII 
In Search of the Jaguar 
Last Stand of the Great Bear 
Eternal Enemies Lions and Hyenas 
Whales in Crisis 

 

PBS Home Video DVDs 

Transcontinental Railroad 
Arctic Passage 
Exploring Space – The Quest for Life 

For most Americans, Memorial Day signifies the beginning of summer, barbeques and family trips. But, it’s much more than that!  It’s an 
opportunity for remembrance of those who have served our country during times of war and of peace.  
On May 5, 1868 General John Logan, a commander of the Grand Army of Republic is the one who officially announced that May 30, 1868 
would be the day for observing men who have sacrificed themselves during the Civil War. It was originally called Decoration Day because 
groups of women in both the North and the South visited gravesites, adorning solder’s graves with flowers. In the following years, by an 
act of Congress, the day of remembrance was moved to the last Monday of each May and renamed Memorial Day and is extended to 
honor anyone who fought and died for our country in any war. 
There are many things you and your family can do to remember the true meaning of Memorial Day! Visit the gravesites of those who have 
died in a war. Attend a Memorial Day parade or memorial museum.  Place a flag outside your home - the flag symbolizes the people who 
have fought and died for our country. Or, begin a new family tradition and plant poppies in remembrance of the soldiers and for a daily 
reflection of peace and beauty.  Why poppies, you ask? The poppy, by nature, is a wildflower.  Its seed will lie stagnant in the ground until 
it is disturbed.  During times of war, soldiers would inadvertently churn ground as they marched through fields.  The result was a beautiful 
and overabundant growth of poppy flowers found to flourish in conditions where most other flowers would die.  Also during war, poppies 
were often used by physicians in administering morphine to soldiers in pain as it produces a by-product opium pain reliever. In 1915, 
Moina Michael penned a poem honoring the fallen soldiers remembered on Memorial Day.  She is credited with the idea of wearing pop-
pies on Memorial Day, a tradition we see today as veteran’s sell miniature poppy flowers across the country. 
 
Below is information on growing poppies in your garden! 
Poppies grow 12 to 24” in height with annual blooms 65-90 days in length 
Poppies prefer full sun to partial shade 
Poppies will grow in moist soil but prefer well drained and slightly drier climates 
Your first blooms will show in early to mid summer 
Keep weeds down with mulching and water only during extended dry periods 
By adding a fertilizer once a month, your poppies will provide beautiful blooms for you summer enjoyment 
 

Studying about Memorial Day helps meet the following 3rd and 5th grade Social Studies Content Standards: 
3.SS.1.1.1 ï Explain  that people in the United States share a common heritage through patriotic holidays and symbols. 
3.SS.1.1.3 ï Compare different cultural groups in the community, including their distinctive foods, clothing styles, and traditions. 
5.SS.1.1.2 ï Explain important national documents, American symbols and U.S. landmarks. 



May  

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri  Sat 

31     1 2 

3 4 5 6 7 8 9 

10 11 12 13 14 15 16 

17 18 19 20 21 22 23 

24 25 26 27 28 29 30 
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Chemistry Help 
2:30 

PE Workshop 
Nutrition 

7-12 
1:00-2:30 

IRI Testing 
Boise 

DID YOU KNOW? 

You can  click on the  
underlined activities below  

and it will take you to the link. 

May Day 
Find an  

occupation for 
each letter of the 

alphabet 

Spring  
Showcase 

7:00 

Mother's 
Day 

2nd Sunday 
in May 
Make a 

beautiful 
pop-up card. 

International Day 
 of Families 

Write a page about 
your  family. 

Space Day 
Write a page  
on a space  

adventure you 
would like to have 

Memorial Day, 
Color a US Flag. 

Flower Day 
Label the parts of 

a flower. 

Portfolio conferences for  

grade K-6 students will take place 

 during the month of May 

IRI Testing 
Nampa 

IRI Testing 
Mountain 

Home 

Physical  Science 
Help 
1:00 

IDLA FINALS WEEK 11-15 

NO  
SCHOOL 

I-DEA FINALS WEEK 13 - 15  

http://www.enchantedlearning.com/alphabet/wordforeachletter/job.shtml
http://www.enchantedlearning.com/alphabet/wordforeachletter/job.shtml
http://www.enchantedlearning.com/alphabet/wordforeachletter/job.shtml
http://www.enchantedlearning.com/alphabet/wordforeachletter/job.shtml
http://www.enchantedlearning.com/crafts/cards/flowerpopup/
http://www.enchantedlearning.com/crafts/cards/flowerpopup/
http://www.enchantedlearning.com/crafts/cards/flowerpopup/
http://www.enchantedlearning.com/essay/family.shtml
http://www.enchantedlearning.com/essay/family.shtml
http://www.enchantedlearning.com/crafts/
http://www.enchantedlearning.com/crafts/
http://www.enchantedlearning.com/crafts/
http://www.enchantedlearning.com/crafts/
http://www.enchantedlearning.com/usa/flags/usa/usaflag.shtml
http://www.enchantedlearning.com/subjects/plants/printouts/labelflower.shtml
http://www.enchantedlearning.com/subjects/plants/printouts/labelflower.shtml

