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[Educating Through Partnership One Child at a Time

From our Director
~Contributed by Jason Bransford, IDEA Director

| tis amazing to think about howschools in the US provide access wwhereas a secon
things have changed for thetudents for online courses language is required

rising generation today. Especially 14.2 million computers WereaII graduates in Euro-

in the areas of technology and thﬁﬁ classroom use in 2068006, that Pean Union nations

global economy, things have really :

changed for students today. | was . :

g : y gvery four students outso6 have passi
recently reading a study tha gf them reported being bored in
showed the following trends for® 87% of all youth between age

todayds dnfoundadioni2<l7 us¢ the internet regularly classes

: ® |n 2005, it was reported that
. . L] % of 17 Ids h ’ .
taken fronwww.inacol.gtg 85% of 17 year olds have 9ONE10% of the public Schools were

online to get information about & >
[ ] . .
45 out of 50 states, pIuScoIIege, university, or other schoof'®% connected to the internet

Washington D.C., now offer dis- . , These trends validate much of
tance education schools, onliné'ey were thinking about attending ; -
' o . what students in-DEA are doing

schools, or both ® 50% of high school students' .

are creators of content on theWith technology and learning
° Ai7§f :]flm:aryh20|07, th?rgwternet trends. It is great to be well posi-
were virtual sc _OOS servm. : tioned to prepare our children for
over 92,000 students in the US If current trends continue, by : -
2019 about 50% of courses will b@ future of unique challenges. | W'st‘

® 090% of the fastest growin ; ;
obs in the esonomy rquuire a%elivered online you all the best in the education o
oyour children.

college degree ® Only 44% of US high scho

e 57% of public secondar?twents study a foreign language,

Parent to Parentfi Spring Fever
~Contributed by Jill Call, Community Coordinator

| love the phone calls | geOthers love the flexibility of
this ti me o fchoogiega theé queiculprh ¢hey
interested in learning about- luse, and all of us appreciate the
DEA to see w hhelg availatdedor guidedainstruc-
about. As | answer their question, which can be a huge bene-
tions and explain what ouf i t in today®ds

school has to offer, they get The opportunity to discuss
very excited about the possibilifhage benefits, as well as many

ties opening up to them. others, with interested families

Many of them are Ieaving . .
behind the traditional neighborl€Minds me why my family has

hood school for the first timechosen to be part of -DEA.
and are so pleased to learRPartnership, support,

there will be contact teacherdlexibiliyiii t 6s a great
available as a resource to part-

ner with them.

orks out to one computer fore 88 % o f high 5

choi

ng


http://www.inacol.org
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"What we want is
to see the child in
pursuit of
knowledge, and
not knowledge in
pursuit of the
child."

George Bernard
Shaw

Diane Neal

Apangeal earning

Raz-Kids.com
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Finalize and Formalize what you are learning.
~Contributed by Michelle Rightler, Contact Teacher, Science Coordinator

S our school year begins to Take common household con-1)  your contact teacher,

move into its final month, | tainers and products to  2)  www.accessexcellence.qror
encourage you and your students create a home weather 3; 3) the science teacher (me!)
to create projects and participate in station and record during Science
activities that help them to finalize weather data. happy to field any questions or
and formalize their learning that Use cardboard and matchbox help parents and students
they have acquired over the year. cars to create experi- during science help sessions of
As a science teacher, | encourage ments involving the con- Thursdays. ClicklIEREor
you to look into participating in cepts of friction, velocity, the link.
National Lab Day on May 12 acceleration, and angular

momentum. As with every day, have a great day

Students at all grade levels across Experiment with ways to in science!
the country will be focusing on one change the growth rates

of the goals of t he obplams (Thisigaegood o
Educated program de weytogetealr ghrgen

several charitable foundations, started as well! J)

including the MacArthur Founda- Create ice cream using chem-

tion and the Foundation for Public istry and Ziploc baggies.

Broadcasting. The idea is that Be sure to do this one

learning can take place outside of a outside though. P

classroom or a school day schedule.
This is something that the parent Please take some of your planning®=
educators of IDEA know very well! time prior to National Lab Day on
May 12 to plan a culminating activ- P
Some suggestions for culminating ity in science that relates to a topic
activities in science for NationalLap oudve covered thi
Day include: to pick a project that involves a
Create a nature journal and  subject that really excited your
have students record students. Plan to do this lab or
their observations of science activity as a final exciting
animal or plant life that  push for the school year in their
they see over a period of class. Some excellent resources to

days. look to for ideas are:

Online Programs with Diane i Nature Meets Technology

~Contributed by Diane Neal, Online Curriculum Supervisor

his month | woulld IiI§e to share The site offers an opportunity to  here, and the box is getting pretty

one of my favorite sites 3nd enhance your science lessons. If ~rowded as they grow.
suggest ways you could use itto you look at the science standards
e_nhance Your science lessons. TthT or your ¢ _h il doés Thesk &téjs %fferj aegr\éa‘? $pportL>
site ishttp://www.ustream.tv/ likely see some objectives that you . . .
channel/eagieam When you go to could work on while viewing the nlty to practice the skills O_f obser-
this site, you can watch a family of eagles in their nest. The student Vation and get a closep glimpse of
eagles in their nest. The nestis  could take notes about the behav- nature.
located in New Jersey at Duke iors they observe, make a chart of
Farms. A camera is focused on théhe types of food they see the ea-
nest and provides live streaming ofgles eating, or record the behavior
the daily activities of this eagle famef the eaglets during feeding. They
ily. Itis fascinating to watch. Thereould also consult other books or
are two eaglets, 20 days old right websites to learn more about eagles
now. Both parents are actively  and write a report.

involved in feeding and caring for A related site ishttp://

the babies. As you watch you will ,\\y ystream.tvitheowlbox Here

see one or the other parent bring- . .
you can see a family of barn owls in

ing food to the nest. | have seen . .
them bring turtles, fish, and as- their nest box. There are 4 chicks

sorted furry critters.

He l


http://www.accessexcellence.org
https://idahoidea.ilinc.com/join/fpjjktt
http://www.ustream.tv/channel/eagle-cam
http://www.ustream.tv/channel/eagle-cam
http://www.ustream.tv/theowlbox
http://www.ustream.tv/theowlbox
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Ask a Teache®

~Contributed by Keith Myers, Math/Physics

What should we do this sum- what needs to be accomplished ead®econd would be math. Take a col

mer to make surewehavea week. Thi s wondtpletstaps leackasd reviewthe bas

great 201620117 might think, and it will make the like just practicing and working on
entire semester go much smoothert he math facts.

A Well, there a lot of way to But é those t hi ngathopmuzthaadyviewof bascrmeat

approach this question. First, what you were asking about. If | hadiacts can help even high school st

| LP&s ope'nMakersuredtautloy gllBess | 8d pr odershn aljeb@.s sume yo
get those done and all your orderingvere asking about what can we hayginally, make sure that everyone
done as early as possmle_ so that the students do this summer to takes a break. Education is a mara
way you have your materials and make sure they have a good 2010 thon and not a
supplies early e20dugshand foremost, yeaduMd r e N
prepared for the first day of school. students benefit from reading. Join Wam anyone feel_lng tired and bur
Second, take a couple hours and sisummer reading program at your 0ut. Take some time off and make
down with each textbook and look local library. High school students sure that everyone (parent and

at the pacing guide in the course  might want to contact Melinda students alike) come back fully re-
syllabus. Create a rough outline of (melindacampbell@idahoidea )ro charged and ready for another great
where you want to be at the start ofand get the fall semester novel list ¢, o\ year.
each new month, and then break for their English class and get a jump
that down so you have a rough ideayn that to-do list.

Keith Myers

Ask a Community Coordinator i Preventing Retention Loss

~Contributed by Susie Macpherson, Community Coordinator, Deary Region

What can | do to prevent the two months of hard work and head-

out books from the library, partici-
pate in library reading programs a
read to them inside the house on
the couch, outside on the bench o

at the reservoir while floating on

W%
inner tubes! Have your children { 44
write letters to friends or relatives,
0. . .
rite madeup goofy stories, write

Summer time is the BEST time t0 on math and reading for only a couP0ut where you went on vacation,

retention loss of math, writing ?ﬁhef ntet)t(1t' fallt! And it isbso _Sir::]plt‘a!The reading and writing that they
and reading skills that so commonl e first thing to rememberis that ' o, 14 pe for true pleasure. Chec
) ° our kids need a break and summer
happens during the summer? is supposed to be a time for them
] to have fun. They can do this and
A What a good question and | keep up with their school all at the
am so glad that you asked! game time!
This is where | feel home educating
fgm|||es have one up on the_ tradi- It helps to keep the same sleep/
.tlonal school sy_stem.and itis SQ | wake schedul® more or less. Eat )
important to seize this opportunity! ey fast together as a family and Susie Macpherson
to bed at a reasonable hour. Work

make learning fun. | cannot tell yowe of hours two mornings aweek. f i shi ng or swi mmi or e

how important it is to have your  The other two mornings do writing write! No grading, no editing! Just

ing and writing during the summer tneir skills up and the retention 10ssap; |
months. It will literally save you  gown. enjoy the summer to the fullest!

ng

Ask An Administrator i Summer Learning

~Contributed by Jason Bransford, idDEA Director

on the region of the state in very affordable as well. Thi
which you live on the map, is a great way to keep chil-
then cl i cki ngrenlearniad toaughdut r
sources. 0 the summer in ways that

This allows you to ac- they will find enjoyable. |
cess addresses and phone plan to utilize many of thes
Inumbers for zoos, muse- resources with my family
ums, libraries, and other  this summer.

Where can | find en-
joyable summer learn-
ing ideas?

One great resource
that is available on the
-DEA website is a feature

called c‘)Localloc"?\ﬁ""é;tr t‘;éiqpﬂ'&y@llg. 0
This can be accessed by _reglt(;n to ef_s(;i €. |prom-
going tohttp:// ise that you find some you

could do that you did not
know was there before.
Most of these activities are

www.idahoidea.org/Main/
Default.aspxthen clicking

pri s

st


http://www.idahoidea.org/Main/Default.aspx
http://www.idahoidea.org/Main/Default.aspx
http://www.idahoidea.org/Main/Default.aspx
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DISTANCE ) .
EpucaTioN| From our Regional Director
ACADEMY ~Contributed by Deb Pence, Director, Post Falls

Educating Through Partnership One Child at a Time

As the school year draws toa  mitment of service to our coun-  Hickins, Dylan London, Stephanie|
close, our seniors are preparing try. Service to the church com- Reed, Austin Enfield, Katherine
to complete their k12 academic munity will take the form of a
experience and move into the  mission for a couple of seniors )
world of adulthood. They have ~ following graduation. And at least!<°ch. Tyler Winchester, Alexan-
chosen the following quote by  two of our seniors will begina  dria Fuhriman, Felicia Hall, Han-
Ralph Waldo Emerson for their lifetime of commitment in the nah Billick, Sam Mahal, and Tobias
classmottoo Do not f orbld obspouseaewedding bells Phelps. Our staff extends heartfelt
the path may leadso, instead,  ring. It is always exciting to me to¢ongratulations to the students
where there is no path and leave &lk to seniors and their parents
t r arhid is particularly appropri-and learn the many directions
ate when you consider the ac- their paths are taking.
complishments-DEA seniors

have made, and the plans they wilthis year we have 19 stu-

pursue upon graduation. From thgy s graduating from our

class of 2010, eleven stut_jents school. Three studentd Lindsey
have already begun earning col-

lege credits through their partici- KemPper. Christopher Carney, and
pation in our dual credit program.Ashley Renshafivgraduated ear-
Ailene MacPherson has been reclier in the school year prior to the
ognized as a National Merit start of spring semesterDEA
Scholar, and the notices of schol-graduation ceremonies will soon
arship awards for our soofo-be- be taking place in each region of
gra_dua_tes have already begun the statéi Pocatello and Post
rolling in. Several have held sum- )
mer or after-school jobs and/or Falls (June 5) and Boise (June 4).
participated in community serviceThe following students will be
projects. Joel Tinker will be leav- honored in the planned ceremo-
ing just after graduation to join  njes: Ailene MacPherson, Kayla
the US Army, beginning his com-k,chenski, Joel Tinker, Amanda

Cook, Cynthea Stevenson, Alyssa

and their parents on their accom-
plishments.

Couns el oriRAannhg forrhe Future
~Contributed by Melissa Johnson, IDEA Guidance Counselor

Students who are discussing different skills and personality  offer the training programs and
Student Learning Plans, next  traits. After the computer com- the timeline to earn that particu-
year 6s cl asses, piestheargad yaurare gaodjat, |ar degree.

for college, may want to con- the program will list all of the

sider a couple of items. Here areas of study that utilize your In addition, IDEA offers a work

is a Career Exploration Road skills. study class for credit where you
Map. can work in an area that you are

1. Self assessment (For the ecis log in and pass- interested in. This work experi-

Go online for the most 2. Exploration word information contact your  ence may help you in determining
up-to-date calendar events 3. Research teacher or me.) if you enjoy working in a particu-
nd information. 4. Experience ) ) lar field.
a dCIicE he?éo 5. Planning for needed educa- Exploration begins when you
- tion and training investigate and research the areabhis is an overview of some

you are interested in. If you want things to consider when choosing
Clarify what kinds of things youo examine these topics further, your classes and course of study.
like to do. When you are schedulthe eCIS program will allow you
ing a plan of study, it helpsto  to see job descriptions, and you The eCIS program has many,
explore the skills you are inter- can view recorded interviews of many tools within the program. |
ested in. People are happier in  people who work in those fields. Would be happy at any time to
careers that utilize their skills and discuss the different features, and|
personality traits. In addition, you can research if -~ explore with you. Please call me!
there is specialized training and Melissa Johnson, IDEA Counselo
In the ecis program that IDEA the education required in your
offers, you will find a category  interest area. The program will
labeledSKILLSHere you can rate also show you which colleges

www.idahoidea.org 800-871-5057 (District Office) 208-672-1155 (Boise Resource Center)


http://www.idahoidea.org/Main/Calendars.aspx

