
It is amazing to think about how 

things have changed for the rising 
generation today. Especially in the 

areas of technology and the global 
economy, things have really 

changed for students today. I was 
recently reading a study that 

showed the following trends for 

todayõs students (information taken 

from www.inacol.org): 

 
 

45 out of 50 states, plus 

Washington D.C., now offer     
distance education schools, online 

schools, or both 

As of January 2007, there 

were 173 virtual schools serving 

over 92,000 students in the US 

90% of the fastest growing 
jobs in the economy require a  

college degree 

57% of public secondary 

schools in the US provide access to 
students for online courses 

14.2 million computers were 
in classroom use in 2005-2006, that 

works out to one computer for 

every four students 

87% of all youth between ages 

12-17 use the internet regularly 

85% of 17 year olds have gone 
online to get information about a 

college, university, or other school 

they were thinking about attending 

50% of high school students 
are creators of content on the 

internet 

If current trends continue, by 

2019 about 50% of courses will be 

delivered online 

Only 44% of US high school 

students study a foreign language, 

whereas a    

second language 
is required of all 

graduates in 
European Union 

nations 

88% of high school òdrop 

outsó have passing grades, but 47% 
of them reported being bored in 

classes 

In 2005, it was reported that   

100% of the public schools were 
now connected to the internet 

 

These trends validate much of what 

students in I-DEA are doing with 

technology and learning trends. It is 

great to be well positioned to pre-

pare our children for a future of 

unique challenges. I wish you all the 

best in the education of your chil-

dren. 

From our Director  

 ~Contributed by Jason Bransford, I-DEA Director  

Parent to Parent ñSpring Fever  
 ~Contributed by Karen Bartlett, Community Coordinator for Southeast Idaho  
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IDAHO DISTANCE EDUCATION ACADEMY  
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All winter long we have been 

cooped up breathing stale air and 
clogging our brains. We, along with 

our  children, canõt think clearly.    

The buds are beginning to form on 
the trees and the grass is starting to 

grow. The sun is shining and our 
childrenõs energy levels are going 

through the roof. 

 Our kids are driving us crazy with 
complaints.  

How much longer do I have to do 

school?  

When can I go outside?  
What can we do as parents to help 

with all that energy?  

Take it outside! Grab your lesson 

plans, school books, pencils, and 

the kids. Donõt forget your       

sunscreen. Go out in the back yard, 

to their favorite park, or take a trail 

hike. You will be amazed what a 

little fresh air and the sweet smells 

of spring coming back to life will do 

for your children and yourself.  It 

will get the creative juices flowing 

again and lower everyoneõs stress 

level. You can plan one day a week 

to take it outside.  When I see my 

kids stressing to focus on their 

school I have learned itõs time to 

take it outside. Sometimes itõs out 

in our back yard at the table and 

other times we grab a blanket and 

sit under a tree at the park.    

Sometimes we take a nature walk 

and find ways to tie it in with the 

current school assignment or to 

our portfolio.  There really is no 

end to the possibilities if you use a 

little imagination to mix it up for 

the kids.  

http://www.inacol.org


As our school year begins to move 

into its final month, I encourage you 
and your students to create     

projects and participate in activities 
that help them to finalize and   

formalize their learning that they 
have acquired over the year.  As a 

science teacher, I encourage you to 
look into participating in National 

Lab Day on May 12th. 

 
Students at all grade levels across 

the country will be focusing on one 
of the goals of the òInnovate to 

Educateó program developed by 
several  charitable foundations, 

including the MacArthur         
Foundation and the Foundation for 

Public Broadcasting.  The idea is 
that learning can take place outside 

of a classroom or a school day 
schedule.  This is something that 

the parent educators of I-DEA 

know very well! 
 

Some suggestions for culminating 
activities in science for National Lab 

Day include: 

Create a nature journal and 
have students record 

their observations of 
animal or plant life that 

they see over a period of 

days. 

Take common household con-

tainers and products to 
create a home weather 

station and record 

weather data. 
Use cardboard and matchbox 

cars to create           
experiments involving the 

concepts of friction, ve-
locity, acceleration, and 

angular momentum. 
Experiment with ways to 

change the growth rates 
of plants.  (This is a good 

way to get your garden 

started as well! J) 
Create ice cream using   

chemistry and Ziploc 
baggies.  Be sure to do 

this one outside though. 

 
Please take some of your planning 

time prior to National Lab Day on 
May 12th to plan a culminating activ-

ity in science that relates to a topic 
youõve covered this year.  Be sure 

to pick a project that involves a 
subject that really excited your 

students.  Plan to do this lab or 
science activity as a final exciting 

push for the school year in their 
class.  Some excellent resources to 

look to for ideas are:  

  

1) your contact teacher,  

2) www.accessexcellence.org, or  
3) 3) the science teacher (me!) 

during Science Help.  Iõll be 
happy to field any questions or 
help parents and students 

during science help sessions on 
Thursdays.  Click HERE for 

the link. 

 
As with every day, have a great day 

in science! 

Finalize and Formalize what you are learning.  
 ~Contributed by Michelle Rightler, Contact Teacher, Science Coordinator     

Online Programs with Diane ñ Nature Meets Technology 
 ~Contributed by Diane Neal, Online Curriculum Supervisor 

"What we want is 

to see the child in 

pursuit of 

knowledge, and 

not knowledge in 

pursuit of the 

child."    

 

George Bernard 

Shaw 
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This month I would like to share 

one of my favorite sites and suggest 
ways you could use it to enhance 

your science lessons.  The site is 
http://www.ustream.tv/channel/

eagle-cam  When you go to this 
site, you can watch a family of   

eagles in their nest. The nest is 
located in New Jersey at Duke 

Farms.  A camera is focused on the 
nest and provides live streaming of 

the daily activities of this eagle  
family.  It is fascinating to watch.  

There are two eaglets, 20 days old 
right now.  Both parents are ac-

tively involved in feeding and caring 
for the babies.  As you watch you 

will see one or the other parent 
bringing food to the nest.  I have 

seen them bring turtles, fish, and 

assorted furry critters.   

The site offers an opportunity to 

enhance your science lessons.  If 
you look at the science standards 

for your childõs grade level, you will 
likely see some objectives that you 

could work on while viewing the 
eagles in their nest.  The student 

could take notes about the behav-
iors they observe, make a chart of 

the types of food they see the ea-
gles eating, or record the behavior 

of the eaglets during feeding.  They 
could also consult other books or 

websites to learn more about eagles 

and write a report. 

A related site is http://

www.ustream.tv/theowlbox .  Here 

you can see a family of barn owls in 

their nest box.  There are 4 chicks 

here, and the box is getting pretty 

crowded as they grow. 

 These sites offer a great opportu-

nity to practice the skills of       

observation and get a close-up 

glimpse of nature.   

 

 

 

Diane Neal 

Michelle Rightler  

http://www.accessexcellence.org
https://idahoidea.ilinc.com/join/fpjjktt
http://www.ustream.tv/channel/eagle-cam
http://www.ustream.tv/channel/eagle-cam
http://www.ustream.tv/theowlbox
http://www.ustream.tv/theowlbox


Q  What should we do this sum-

mer to make sure we have a 

great 2010-2011? 

 

A  Well, there are a lot of way to 
approach this question. First, 

ILPõs open on July 13th. Make sure to 
get those done and all your ordering 

done as early as possible so that 
way you have your materials and 

supplies early enough that youõre 

prepared for the first day of school. 
Second, take a couple hours and sit 

down with each textbook and look 
at the pacing guide in the course 

syllabus. Create a rough outline of 
where you want to be at the start of 

each new month, and then break 
that down so you have a rough idea 

what needs to be accomplished each 

week. This wonõt take as long as you 
might think, and it will make the 

entire semester go much smoother.  

Buté those things probably werenõt 
what you were asking about. If I had 

to guess Iõd probably assume you 
were asking about what  we can 

have the students do this summer 
to make sure they have a good 2010

-2011. First and foremost, read. All 
students benefit from reading. Join a 

summer reading program at your 
local library. High school students 

might want to contact Melinda 
(melindacampbell@idahoidea.org) 

and get the fall semester novel list 
for their English class and get a jump 

on that to-do list.  

Second would be math. Take a cou-

ple steps back and review the basics, 
like just practicing and working on 

the math facts. Youõd be surprised 
at how much a review of basic math 

facts can help even high school  

students in algebra. 

Finally, make sure that everyone 

takes a break. Education is a     

marathon, not a sprint, and we 

donõt want anyone feeling tired and 

burnt out. Take some time off this 

summer and make sure that      

everyone (parent and students alike) 

come back fully recharged and ready 

for another great school year. 

Ask a Teacherð  Preparing for the Summer 
 ~Contributed by Keith Myers, Math/Physics 

Ask An Administrator ñ Summer Learning 
 ~Contributed by Jason Bransford, I-DEA Director  

Ask a Community Coordinator ñ Preventing Retention Loss 
 ~Contributed by Susie Macpherson, Community Coordinator, Deary Region 

Q  What can I do to prevent the 

retention loss of math, writing 

and reading skills that so commonly 

happens during the summer? 

 

A  
 What a good question and I 

am so glad that you asked!  
This is where I feel home educating 

families have one up on the tradi-
tional school system and it is SO 

important to seize this opportunity! 

 
Summer time is the BEST time to 

make learning fun.  I cannot tell you 
how important it is to have your 

children continue to do math, read-
ing and writing during the summer 

months.  It will literally save you 
two months of hard work and  

headaches next fall!  And it is so 

simple!  The first thing to remember 
is that your kids need a break and 

summer is supposed to be a time 
for them to have fun.  They can do 

this and keep up with their school 
all at the same time! 

 
It helps to keep the same sleep/
wake schedule ð more or less.  Eat 

breakfast together as a family and go 
to bed at a reasonable hour.  Work 

on math and reading for only a  
couple of hours two mornings a 

week.  The other two mornings do 
writing and reading.  This is enough 

to keep their skills up and the   
retention loss down. 

 

The reading and writing that they do 

should be for true pleasure.  Check 

out books from the library,       

participate in library reading      

programs and read to them inside 

the house on the couch, outside on 

the bench or at the reservoir while 

floating on inner tubes!  Have your 

children write  letters to friends or 

relatives, write made-up goofy   

stories, write about where you 

went on vacation,  fishing or    

swimming or é  Just write!  No 

grading, no editing!  Just write for 

the pure pleasure.  And enjoy the 

summer to the fullest! 
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Susie Macpherson 

Keith Myers 

Q  Where can I find enjoyable 

summer learning ideas? 

 

A  One great resource that is 
available on the I-DEA website 

is a feature called òLocal Re-
sources.ó This can be accessed by 

going to http://www.idahoidea.org/
Main/Default.aspx  then clicking on 

the region of the state in which you 
live on the map, then clicking on 

òlocal resources.ó 

      This allows you to access ad-

dresses and phone numbers for 
zoos, museums, libraries, and other 

local attractions in your region of 
the state.   I promise that you will 

find some things to do that you did 
not know were there before.  Most 

of these activities are very affordable 
as well. This is a great way to keep 

children learning throughout the 
summer in ways that they will find 

enjoyable. I plan to utilize many of 
these resources with my family this 

summer. 

http://www.idahoidea.org/Main/Default.aspx
http://www.idahoidea.org/Main/Default.aspx


PO Box 338  
606 South Avenue  

Deary, ID 83823  

Phone: 208-238-1388 

Fax: 208-238-1390 

 

IDAHO DISTANCE 

EUCATION 

ACADEMY  

 www.idahoidea.org   800-871-5057 (District Office)  208-238-1388 (Southeast Resource Center) 

As the school year draws to a 

close, our seniors are preparing 
to complete their K-12 academic 

experience and move into the 
world of adulthood. They have 

chosen the following quote by 
Ralph Waldo Emerson for their 

class motto: òDo not follow where 
the path may lead.  Go, instead, 

where there is no path and leave a 
trail.ó This is particularly         

appropriate when you consider 
the accomplishments I-DEA   

seniors have made, and the plans 
they will pursue upon graduation. 

From the class of 2010, eleven 
students have already begun  

earning college credits through 
their participation in our dual 

credit program. Ailene    
MacPherson has been recognized 

as a National Merit Scholar, and 
the notices of scholarship awards 

for our soon-to-be-graduates 
have already begun rolling in. 

Several have held summer or after
-school jobs and/or participated in 

community service projects. Joel 
Tinker will be leaving just after 

graduation to join the US Army, 

beginning his commitment of  

service to our country. Service to 
the church community will take 

the form of a mission for a couple 
of seniors following graduation. 

And at least two of our seniors 
will begin a lifetime of            

commitment in the role of 
spouse, as wedding bells ring. It is 

always exciting to me to talk to 
seniors and their parents and 

learn the many directions their 
paths are taking.  

 

 This year we have 19 students 

graduating from our school. 

Three studentsñLindsey Kemper, 

Christopher Carney, and Ashley 

Renshawñgraduated earlier in 

the school year prior to the start 

of spring semester. I-DEA  

graduation ceremonies will soon 

be taking place in each region of 

the stateñPocatello and Post 

Falls (June 5) and Boise (June 4).  

The following students will be 

honored in the planned         

ceremonies: Ailene MacPherson, 

Kayla Kuchenski, Joel Tinker, 

Amanda Hickins, Dylan London, 

Stephanie Reed, Austin Enfield, 

Katherine Cook, Cynthea      

Stevenson, Alyssa Koch, Tyler 

Winchester, Alexandria Fuhriman, 

Felicia Hall, Hannah Billick, Sam 

Mahal, and Tobias Phelps. Our 

staff extends heartfelt            

congratulations to the students 

and their parents on their      

accomplishments. 

From our Regional Director ñGraduates  
 ~Contributed by Deb Pence, Director, Post Falls 
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Students who are discussing 

Student Learning Plans, next 
yearõs classes, and planning 

for college, may want to con-
sider a couple of items. Here 

is a Career Exploration Road 

Map.  
      1. Self assessment     

      2. Exploration  

      3. Research 

      4. Experience  
      5. Planning for needed     

education and training  

 

    Clarify what kinds of things you 
like to do. When you are    

scheduling a plan of study, it helps 
to explore the skills you are   

interested in. People are happier 
in careers that utilize their skills 

and personality traits.  

 
   In the e-cis program that IDEA 

offers, you will find a category 
labeled SKILLS. Here you can rate 

different skills and personality 

traits. After the computer     
compiles the areas you are good 

at,  the program will list all of the 
areas of study that utilize your 

skills.  

 
   (For the e-cis log in and      

password information contact 

your teacher or me.) 

 
   Exploration begins when you 

investigate and research the areas 
you are interested in. If you want 

to examine these topics further, 
the e-CIS program will allow you 

to see job descriptions, and you 
can view recorded interviews of 

people who work in those fields.  

 
In addition, you can research if 

there is specialized training and 
the education required in your 

interest area.  The program will 
also show you which colleges 

offer the training programs and 

the timeline to earn that        

particular degree. 

   
   In addition, IDEA offers a work 
study class for credit where you 

can work in an area that you are 
interested in. This work experi-

ence may help you in determining 
if you enjoy working in a        

particular field. 

 

This is an overview of some 
things to consider when choosing 

your classes and course of study.  

 
The e-CIS program has many, 

many tools within the program. I 
would be happy at any time to 

discuss the different features, and 

explore with you.  Please call me!  
Melissa Johnson, IDEA Counselor 

Counselorõs CornerñPlanning for the Future  
 ~Contributed by Melissa Johnson, I-DEA Guidance Counselor 

Go online for the most   

up-to-date calendar 
events and information. 

Click here. 

http://www.idahoidea.org/Main/Calendars.aspx

