
   As we close the school year and 

begin the summer, I would like to 

just give a few reminders to help us 

all finish strong and enjoy a well-

deserved summer break. 

    School ends on June 9th. Please 

continue schooling your children 

until that date. 
   Please submit your final Monthly 

Progress Update (MPU) promptly 

so grades can be entered for your 

children. 

   We want textbooks returned, 

but only after school has ended and 

your children have been able to 

utilize them all the way until the 

end of the school year. 

   Teachers will be gone from June 

11th to July 12th. On July13th, teach-

ers will return ready to help you 

with ILPõs and orders. 

    Spaces are filling up quickly, so if 

you have friends who would like to 

enroll in I-DEA, please encourage 

them to do so quickly. 

    Even if you choose not to do 
schooling in the summer, please 

keep your children reading all sum-

mer long. Our childrenõs bedtime 

routine each night includes 30 min-

utes of reading. This is just one way 

to make sure kids are getting in the 

needed reading time. 

   The end of the school year is a 

great time to reflect on learning. 

Having your children jot down 

some of their 

reflections on 

this school 

year is a great 

way to solidify 

learning. 

    I am very proud of the accom-

plishments of I-DEA students and 
parents this school year. Despite 

challenges caused by the economy 

this year, we worked together and 

saw great things happening around 

the state this year. Thank you for 

all your hard work with your chil-

dren, the investment in their educa-

tion is well worth our time and 

effort.  

From our Director  

 ~Contributed by Jason Bransford, I-DEA Director  

Parent to Parent ñLessons Naturally 
 ~Contributed by Karen Ashenbrenner, Northern Region Community Coordinator  
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Planting the seeds of tomorrow, TODAY. 

IDAHO DISTANCE EDUCATION ACADEMY  

     As we say good-by to yet 
another successful school year, I 
would like to say thank you for 
your support and tell you what a 
pleasure it has been getting to 
know you and your family this 
year!  Summer is here, and I 
plan to take some much needed 
time off of work and school.  We 
will take a break from our regular 
routine to enjoy some day trips 
to the lake, take a few hikes, and 
I do see a back packing trip or 
two fitting in there somewhere. 
We will take time to relax and 
enjoy Silverwood again this year; 
I hope to see you there!   
     Do you continue to school 
throughout the summer, do you 
take a few weeks off, or do you 
take off the entire summer?  We 
donôt school formally during the 
summer, but we will always find 
great reading material, and I 
really donôt have to decide the 
rest; at my house it happens 
naturally. I know that long before 

the summer break is over, I will 
hear these words from one or 
more of my kids; ñIôm boredò, ñI 
donôt have anything to doò, or I 
donôt have any one to play withò. 
And, this is how I will know some 
math and local history lessons 
are in their near future.  
     The one area that I will spend 
more time on this summer is the 
mental muscles; mine and my 
kidsô.  Life gets busyé.and, I 
know I donôt take enough time to 
let lessons happen naturally, or 
often enough. This doesnôt take 
a book or lesson plan, just some 
time and patience. Love and 
Logic teaches- the earlier par-
ents begin encouraging kids to 
think for themselves, the 
stronger and more developed 
their mental muscles become; 
kids develop stronger decision 
making skills, and make more 
responsible decisions early on in 
life.  I think you will agree, this is 
something every parent wants 

for their child.  I have found Love 
and Logic very helpful to ad-
dress many real life situations in 
my family, and these quick tips 
on how to encourage kids to 
learn natural lessons, naturally 
will be added to my mental li-
brary.   

When your kids ask you 

for help with something, en-
courage them to try a bit 
longer before you jump in to 
help them. The only way to 
really learn good thinking 
skills is by having to figure 

out some things on your own.  

Ask them as many ques-

tions as possible. Examples 
include, "What else might you 
try? What have you seen other 
people do to solve this prob-
lem? What would happen if 
you tried ____? (here, you can 
give simple suggestions that 

can help them get started).  
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     Sometimes it is tricky for 

children schooled at home to 

actually know when one school 

year ends and the other begins, 

but for others,   something may 

make this point quite obvious! 
     How about having a Cele-

bration Party to   celebrate all 

the special things your child has 

learned this year!  You might 

even choose to give presents:  a 

free reading book at your childõs 

new reading level, a special 

game that your child is now 

ready for, a new set of colored 

pencils and a journal for draw-

ing the new sights he or she will 

see this summer.  Or you might 

let them choose the new book- 

or a special trip to the library, 

where they can pick      anything 

they want!  You might choose 

to make home-made ice cream 

or another special treat, and 

have them help with measuring 

and making.  It might be a party 

with other homeschooling 

friends, where each child gets to 

show something special they did 

this year, or show off a new 

skill!  Make a big deal of the 

summer pass to the swim cen-

ter- or the trip to the river.   

Before you do though, make 

sure your child has helped com-

pile some favorite memories 

into a special binder or scrap-

book to share.            
     This may be the portfolio 

they used during the year, or it 

may be them choosing some 

special items to show off when 

grandma comes.  But somehow, 

keep   something special from 

this year.  Be proud, show it off!   
As you might be able to tell, 

òschooló really didnõt ever end 

for my own kids until gradua-

tion!  By then their inquisitive 

nature and love of learning was 

firmly  established.   So go 

ahead, wrap it up, and cele-

brate!  But donõt take a break- 

instead, try something new!  

A Celebration Party!  
  ~Contributed by Lois Bly    

Online Programs with Diane ñ Summer Online Resources 
 ~Contributed by Diane Neal, Online Curriculum Supervisor 

"What we want is 

to see the child in 

pursuit of 

knowledge, and 

not knowledge in 

pursuit of the 

child."    

 

George Bernard 

Shaw 
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As the school year winds 

down, many parents ask what 

they can do to help their chil-

dren keep their math and read-

ing skills from taking a dip in 

the summer when textbooks 

are put away.   
 

Online resources are a great 

way to keep your students 

motivated and sharp.  Through 

I-DEA you have access to sev-

eral online subscription        

resources.  There are also 

many other sites available for 

free. 
 

If you purchased a 12 month     

subscription with your allot-

ment in the fall, that resource 

will continue to be available to 

you throughout the summer.  

ALEKS, My Access, Rosetta 

Stone, Learning AðZ, Explode 

the Code Online and Creativ-

ity Express will be open for 

you.  School-wide subscrip-

tions including BrainPop, 

Apangea,     RAZ-Kids, and 

Learn360 will also continue 

through the summer. 
 

If your child has a specific area 

of need in math, reading, or 

language arts, talk to your con-

tact teacher.  We have mod-

ules in PLATO and EDUSS that 

we can tailor to your childõs 

needs.  Keep in mind that     I-

DEA will be closed between 

June 14 and July 12, so while 

the programs will be up and 

running during this time you 

will have to rely on the online 

resourceõs tech support for 

help. 
 

There are many other sites on 

the Internet that have good 

resources that you may access 

during the summer.  Most are 

free, but may require you to 

register.    
 

Here are just a few:  
 

www.teacherdomain.org ð   
Streaming videos in all subject 
areas 
www.coolmath.com ð engaging 

math games to help reinforce   

concepts 
www.ixl.com ð Standards-

based math practice and les-

sons 
www.mathmovesu.com ð more 

engaging math lessons/games 

for middle school students 
www.bookadventure.com ð      

Students read and take quizzes 

on books and earn points to-

ward prizes 
 

There are literally thousands of 

resources out there.  Please 

share your favorite sites with 

me and I will pass that informa-

tion on to other I-DEA par-

ents.  Have a great summer! 

Diane Neal 

Lois Bly 
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Q  
 What can I do this sum-

mer to make sure my 

children retain the information 

theyõve learned? 
 

A  Itõs hard to believe summer is already upon usñyipee!    

Summer is a time for fun and itõs 

very important for both you and 

your kids to take a break from the 

routine of school. Everyone needs a 

chance to relax and recharge. It is 

important, however, to keep your 

children involved in some learning 

throughout the summer to ensure 

their academic progress doesnõt 

slide backwards.     

    First and foremost, sign your     

children up for the summer reading 

program at your local library. Many 

local libraries have great incentives 

and are able to provide great with 

book recommendations according 

to interests and reading level.   

    Take a trip to the local zoo via 

the internet or in person and ask 

about the summer programs they 

offer. 

    Most zoos offer story times, full 
or half day camps, weekly  activities, 

and even week long learning      

options.  

    Museums usually offer           

educational classes as well. Both 

local zoos and museums do their 

best  to keep costs to a minimum 

and their classes are usually       

affordable.  

   Turn your children loose with the 

sidewalk chalk. Encourage them to 

write math facts, ABCs, spelling 

words, etc. Let siblings work     

together to create questions for 

each other.  

    Get together with other home 

school parents and have a weekly or 

monthly book club or math activity.  

Be sure to check out the following 
websites for other fun ideas: http://

www.scholastic.com/

summerreading/index.htm 

 http://www.free-reading.net/

index.php?title=Main_Page 

 

 

Have a good summer!  

Ask a Teacherð  Keep Learning Alive  
 ~Contributed by  Andrea Buck-Baker 

Ask An Administrator ñ Presidentõs Education Award 
 ~Contributed by Laurie Wolfe, I -DEA Director  

Ask a Community Coordinator ñ We Made It  
 ~Contributed by Jill Call , Community Coordinator, Boise Region 

Q  
 Whew!  We made it 

through the year, now what? 

 

A  My favorite part of hiking a 

mountain is the thrill of reach-

ing the top, enjoying the panoramic 

view, and celebrating how far Iõve 

come as I look back down the trail 

Iõve hiked.  Educating at home is a 

similar experience.  With the school 

year behind us, itõs great to be at 

the point now to stop, enjoy the 

panorama of learning, new experi-

ences, outings, relationships, skills, 

and accomplishments that have been 

part of the journey.   Some days the 

schooling trail can feel pretty steep 

or looks like it never ends, which 

makes the arrival at the end of a 

school year a welcome time for 

both parent and students to review 

and enjoy the accomplishment.  

   Some families make a binder or 

file of the studentõs choice of work 

representative of the year, including 

photographs of projects too big to 

go into the binder.  These are fun 

for the student to look back 

through or to share with grandma 
and grandpa during a summer visit.  

It also helps to get things sorted out 

and ready to start fresh in the fall. 

    Another way to celebrate     

student accomplishment is on the 

student celebrations page on the     

I-DEA website.  This page is to    

celebrate all different types of   

accomplishments of any age student 

and we would love to include your 

child!   Just write up a short sum-

mary of the accomplishment, include 

a photo if you have one, and send it 

to your contact teacher or commu-

nity coordinator.  

   This pause with the great view is 

also a good time to make some 

notes on suggestions and ideas for 

next year.  You have fresh in mind 
what worked well, what the strug-

gles were, and possible changes to 

implement.  Over the summer you 

can think about those areas, gather 

some ideas, and be ready to start 

strong in the fall.  
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Jill Call 

Andrea Buck-Backer 

Q  
 What is the Presidentõs Edu-

cation Awards Program?  

 

A  The Presidentõs Education Awards Program is sponsored 

by the U.S. Department of Educa-

tion.  The program was developed 

to recognize and honor students 

who have achieved high academic 

goals through hard work and dedica-
tion to learning.  There are two 

awards, The Presidentõs Award for 

Educational Excellence and the 

Presidentõs Award for Educational 

Achievement.  Many hardworking I-

DEA students will be receiving these 

awards this year.   

Criteria for the Educational Excel-

lence Award are:  
Have a 3.5 or better GPA if in 

high school, have proficient or 

advanced ISATs, or have 

banked their scores if a junior 

or senior 
Have all 3s and 4s if in  grades 

K-8, have proficient or ad-

vanced on all ISATs and DMA/

DWA, and 3 on IRI 
Criteria for the Educational Achieve-

ment Award are: 

Major academic improvement 

Improvement from below basic 

or basic to proficient or ad-

vanced on ISATs 
Improvement from a 1 or 2 to 

a 3 on IRI 

 
Portfolio work samples show great 

improvement  

Laurie Wolfe 
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