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From our Director
~Contributed by Jason Bransford, {DEA Director

been so successful. | have notice
one factor that has made all the
difference the persistence of

As the new Director of Idaho
Distance Education Academy
(I-DEA), | welcome you to the . -
20092010 school year. We are  the parents in the education

of their children . The ability of
the child, the education of the
parent, and the financial situation
will bring academic success to of the famlly each had little im-
pact on student success. But the

your children. . ] :
I would like to mention an impor- day to day persistence of the. -
parent in theirl/

tant factor in the successful edu- /B

cation of your children has nearly always been the deterf /& /=

persistence. This is notanew  Mining factor of success.

concept, but rather a great re- D0 not let the challenges of velop a partnership with your con-

minder of what it takes to achieve ;gl‘jCgtg\:\?iz\‘/’g;t%"elﬁgr;gfﬁgke tact teacher, but each of you signed
i i yuu- ' a compact to do so upon enroll-

?:g){vmogggmgepgr:(s:gns‘aid: in life are as rewarding asthe  ment in DEA and we expect con-

dNothing in this world can take th, €ducation of your children, but  stant communication between par-

place of persistence. Talent will n €V&TY worthwhile reward comes  ents and contact teachers. One of

nothing is more common than un. With challenges. Nothing will the great advantages of schooling

successful people with talent. Ge Pring you as much joy asthe  yith |.DEA is that you are not alone

will not; unrewarded genius is aln SUccess of your children. As we i the education of your children

a proverb. Education will not; the WO T k toget her f g&ijsytRiddartnership In Every

world is full of educated derelicts, €ducation, know that every | sense of the word.

Persistence and determination ali DEA staff member is here to help | sincerely wish you and your family

are omnipotent. you be succes.sful in the educa-r 6 best this school year
ond has sol ved tonofyourchildren. lencourage "S5V | e :

t h bl f you to seek the counsel of your J
Overe the [I)a;t 8ouple%fr3:ars? contact teacher or community € <|]D<’=_l§ort1 Bransford
i irector
have worked closely with many | c0ordinator- we have a very ) i
DEA families who h);ve been syuc talented and capable staff. Itis ~!daho Distance Education Academy
cessful. and a few who have not MOt only a wise decision to de- jasonbransford@idahoidea.org

2082381388
Parent to Parent
e

is year,iDEA families around this year in addition to student Our newest addition to the

excited to work closely with you
in the education of your children,
and hope that this school year

the Treasure Valley will have — outings and parent support. Community Coordinator team
three Community Coordinatorsto  Thi's i s Liyeamas &b V‘fsne?( Sriered home educator
laskid? fAnfilies Entl @an student out- DEA parent, teaching 2 children P

ings. who love to learn. Lisa became a Pati Boliou. She has been with
Jill Call has been home educating fo€ommunity Coordinator last Janu- -DEA as a parent for six years
the past twelve years with children irary and has enjoyed getting to schooling three middle school
grade school, middle school, and higtnow other families. In her free  ers. Patti will be focusing her
school. She has been aDEA par-  time, Lisa likes to spend time with efforts on IFDY (Idaho Drug
ent fpr six years and is gxmted tq frlenQS and.famll.y, and play wlth Free Youth), Future City, and
continue as a Community Coordina-her kids. Lisa will be primarily
tor. Jill will be assisting in offering working with school wide events
Love and Logic to our-DEA parents and also K3 outings.

events for secondary students
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Summer Reading Fun

~ Contributed by Amber Stimpson, Contact Teacher

often have questions from parents concerned about whether or not their child is reading at grade level. The younger $eédghtho
participate in the Idaho Reading Indicator (IRI) test each year, tend to know where their student falls in the area tEgtadading.
But if you have a older student, how do you know? There are several techniques parent teachers can use at home to kndheivherg

child is reading, or where they should be.

Doing a quick one minute test on your student is easy and tends to give you a good idea of where they are. This can &eadone s
ways. The easiest is a quick one minute test. You do this by administaramge minute reading test of grade level materiakMsure
the reading materi al is something theydve not read bkefaoyr e
mistakes the reader may make in that minute. After the minute is up, you count up the number of words read correctly uriea amd

subtract it from the number of mistakes they made. The remaining number can then be compared to several charts to showorhethie

not theydre reading at grade |l evel. Your contact teacher
So if your child is not reading at grade level, what do you do then? There are several things you can do as a parenY teaciatact
teacher can also give you several ideas and suggestions. But | have a method that I like doing, and have had gre#i.success wi

| favor the 6cold readd method. You do the one mi nuissggesead
that you do the 6cold readdé on a Monday, or at | e atsdenthahnet
seen the material before, or has not practiced it (warm read). Then on Tuesday, Wednesday, and Thursday read the sanvéithassa
out being timed. This is the time you find any weaknesses in phonics, or other flaws the reader may exhibit. This isicdsmd gasy
way to decide what kinds of things to focus on in your daily lessons. For example, if the student is exhibiting probleroselitbams,

you can then take some extra time to discuss and | eariazemo
the student with the passage, youdll want to do a o0hot re
A dhot readd is when the student has read and st udiaendmibutee
read on the same passage and count up the score again. Your student should increase significantly in the number of wordectiyad
per minute. The best part is the student can t hen c kingpteire

reading and the confidence begins to grow.
This whole activity should only take five to ten minutes each day. | suggest doing this first thing when starting the lLatrsjleagon
each day. For more details on incorporating this technique or others like it please contact your contact teacher for details.

Online Programs with Diane i Summer Resources

~Contributed by Diane Neal, Online Curriculum Supervisor

reetings! My name is Diane Neal and | am excited to be the new online curriculum supervis® A t hi s year .

forward to assisting you with your questions and helping you use the online resources that we provide to help supplement ya
curriculum and instruction. We have some online resources that we provideD&A students at no charge, and several that are
available as a subscription that can be deducted from your allotment with rofeqadacket expense. Please be sure to order $go
annual online subscriptions by August'19s soon as we renew our subscriptions for the-00 school year, | will send you passwords

so that you may access the websites. Watch your email for more information.

Here are the resources that we offer at no cost to you Here are the resources available for order through our catalogue
BrainPop, BrainPop Jr] Educational videos, quizzes, and activifes| Learning Ato Z | Products including Reading, Writing, Vocabulary, an
BrainPop Espanol linked to Idaho Standards Science. Printable books and lessons that are standdr
Apangea Math Interactive, standardsased math tutori- based and leveled by grade. Great for students-t K

als. Students earn points toward prizes

such as gift cards and donations to chaf- | ALEKS Interactive math tutorials and lessons to supplement
ity your math curriculum.
Blue Book of Online resource for grammar and punc Explode the Interactive phonics lessons for students in grade$ K
Grammar tuation, includes short video lessons anid | Code Online
quizzes My Access Online writing program. Subscriptions required for
eCIS Career Information Systerd A great students in grades-8. High school students use the
resource for post high school and caregr program provided by IDEA
planning for high school students Creativity Ex- Animated art education for students in-&
My Access This online writing program is provided press
to high school studentat no extra cost
to the allotment. Students in gradesss Rosetta Stone For use with high school foreign language courses
may subscribe with an allotment deduc _ _ _ _
tion. Discovery Edu- | A wide catalog of videos to supplement your curricu-
Hot Math Math Tutorials fied to most math text- cation and Dis- | lum in all areas including language arts, math, sciende

covery Science | and social studies. Many of the videos include lessops

books for middle school and high schod and quizzes and are linked to state standards.

students. Includes videos.

Your contact teacher can help you determine if any of these products are right for you. | am also available to answarsyaastiook
forward to doing so! | work in the Boise Resource Center. My phone number is (208638 ext. 3008. You can also email nte a

)|
D

dianeneal@idahoidea.org
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Ask a Teachem Understanding the State Standards

~Contributed by Joanie Shultz, Contact Teacher

Q_ | have received my ordér Task Click on receiving the wrong item, an item

now what? Online OrderdNext, clickonthe i s brokend et c.
. .. link that saysonfirm receipt of  order department. They will

A_ Once you begin reCeNVINGjroms here. This is located at the work with you to solve your

our items for this comin . .
school {/ear it is very importantg top of the pageSelect the items - ordering problems.
to make sure that you confirm  thatyou have received.

receipt of these itemsBy doing

this you are letting the business If you have placed an order two
office know that you have weeks ago or longer and have not
received your materials and give received it yet, please contact the
the go ahead to pay the vendor. order department immediately at
orderdept@idahoidea.orgr call
1-800-871-5057 and ask for Lucy
so she can track those items for
you. If you have any other
problem with your order, such as

Joanie Shultz

To do this, log on to theIDEA
website and place your cursor
over My IDEAand then select

Ask a Community Coordinator i Scheduling Challenges

~Contributed by Carrie Churba, Community Coordinator

_ We have chosen to the -DEA Calendar. Within our
educate our child at community there are several 4 ?;gt‘\“‘\\\u

home. Our son is very social,  organizations that can help meet " -

what are some ways we can keefthis need. Some things you may “”- ¥

him socially active? consider ared Boy/ Girl Scout s, }':,.-'c
4-H, Harding, KROC or YMCA -
Centers, join a play, drama or PE ’

As Community group. Your local libraries and

A- Coordinator | organize Park and Recreation centers are

outings and plan activities also great resources for low cost,

throughout the school year that and often free activities! would

can help provide social be happy to help get you

opportunities for students of all  connected; feel free to give me a Karen

ages. You will find the details for call.
outings and activities posted on

Ashenbrenner

Ask Administration i Curriculum in the | -DEA Catalog

~Contributed by Laurie Wolfe, Director of Curriculum and Assessment

_ How is curriculum chosen committee is responsible for educating at home, unfamiliar wit
for the I-DEA catalog? reviewing curriculum for the a specific content area, or just
online catalog. The curriculum would like additional guidance
committee follows the Idaho Statechoosing curriculum please look
-One of the characteristics Textbook Adoption Schedule.  for the I-DEA Top Pick options in
that sets IDEA apart from  Parents and staff can submit the online catalog. Your contact
other schools is the wide range oturriculum suggestions for reviewteacher can also help you find
i i i curriculum that is a good match
currlcu!um that is available t.o Some parents have reported g ¢
meet different student learning with your chil dig
. . that they feel overwhelmed with :
styles and skill levels. Our main " .1 range of curricular parent educator in our school you £
goal when selecting curriculum is have a wide range of quality

choices that{DEA offers. In . : .
to find materials that are high . curricular options that allow you .
sﬁ;ﬁ%r\];elutgtgscﬁﬂ?;jLr;nmgrﬁj individualize learning for each of aurie Wolfe

for home educators to use, and choose two or twlfr%hgdre%'Top Picksbé

gteetdthz lda?r? %aEt: Coqterllt for each content area and grade
andards. The CUrmeulum Javel. If you are new to
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