
A s the new Director of Idaho     

Distance Education Academy    

(I-DEA), I welcome you to the 2009-

2010 school year. We are excited to 

work closely with you in the       

education of your children, and hope 

that this school year will bring     

academic success to your children. 
I would like to mention an important 

factor in the successful education of 

your  children - persistence. This is 

not a new concept, but rather a 

great reminder of what it takes to 

achieve any worthwhile pursuit. 
 

Calvin Coolidge once said: òNothing 

in this world can take the place of 

persistence. Talent will not; nothing 

is more common than unsuccessful   
people with talent. Genius will not;  

unrewarded genius is almost a    

proverb. Education will not; the 

world is full of educated derelicts. 

Persistence and  determination alone 

are  omnipotent. The slogan ôpress 

onõ has solved and always will solve 

the problems of the human race.ó 
Over the last couple of years I have 

worked closely with many I-DEA 

families who have been successful, 

and a few who have not been so 

successful. I have noticed one factor 

that has made all the difference - the 

persistence of the parents in the 

education of their  children. The 

ability of the child, the   education of 

the parent, and the financial      

situation of the family each had little 

impact on student success. But the 

day to day persistence of the parent 

in their childõs education has nearly 

always been the determining   factor 

of success. 
 

Do not let the challenges of       
educating your children deter you. 

Few investments you make in life are 

as rewarding as the education of 

your children, but every worthwhile 

reward comes with challenges.   

Nothing will bring you as much joy 

as the  success of your children. As 

we work together for your childõs 

education, know that every I-DEA 

staff member is here to help you be 

successful in the education of your 

children. I encourage you to seek 

the counsel of your contact teacher 

or  community coordinator- we 

have a very talented and capable 

staff. It is not only a wise decision to 

develop a partnership with your 

contact teacher, but each of you 

signed a  compact to do so upon 

enrollment in I-DEA and we expect 

constant communication between 

parents and 

contact teach-

ers. One of the 

great advantages 

of schooling 

with  I-DEA is 

that you are not 

alone in the education of your chil-

dren - this is a true partnership in 

every sense of the word. 
 

On a separate note, I also encourage 
you to attend the activities or field 

trips that are scheduled in your area 

this school year. I hear so much 

great feedback about these activities; 

I only wish more people could   

experience the benefits of         

attendance. I attended many of these 

activities last school year with my 

family and found that my children 

were always uplifted and educated 

by the events we attended. While 

turnout at activities this year was at 

an all time high, I advantage of these 

great opportunities. hope even more 

of you will take You will not regret 

the investment of attending these 

well planned activities with your 

family. 
 

I sincerely wish you and your     

family the best this school year. 

From our Director   

 ~Contributed by Jason Bransford, I-DEA Director  

Parent to Parent 
 ~Contributed by Community Coordinators Carrie Churba and Michelle Funderburg  
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Planting the seeds of tomorrow, TODAY. 

IDAHO DISTANCE EDUCATION ACADEMY  

Important 

Dates:  

Aug 12, 2009      

ILPõs due 

Aug 19, 2009         

All subscription   

requests due to 

teacher 

Aug 31, 2009         

All subscription and 

membership must be 

purchased 

Sep 8, 2009                 

First Day of School 

E ven though the school year has 

not officially started, we, your           

Community Coordinators and fellow 

home educators, put together some 

tips to help you prepare for a         

successful 2009-10 school year.  
 

Contact Teachers: Get to know 

your Contact Teacher (CT). They 
are here to help us and they also 

need our support as the Parent 

Teacher to give our children the 

best they can. This is all about stu-

dent success. We each go about  

education with our own            

philosophiesésome use textbooks, 

others use a variety of supplemental 

materials to make a whole         

curriculum, and most are an eclectic 

mix of bothébut we are each doing 

this for our children. Take advantage 

of all the resources and excellent 

people I-DEA has available for us! 

Never forget that your Contact 

Teacher, Secondary Teachers,   

Administrative Staff, and  Commu-

nity Coordinator are just a phone 

call away! 
 

Orientation: This yearõs Orienta-

tion is available on your I-DEA web-

site after you log in. It will be helpful 

for you to become familiar with 

school policy and other information 

for the 2009-10 school year.  
 

www.idahoidea.org : Get         

acquainted with the web site. Look 

around! The I-DEA web site is a 

storehouse of information. On the 

web page you will find the Parent 
Handbook, important dates,       

curriculum & supplemental list,  

contact list, newsletters, testing 

information, forms, and much more!   
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I  often have questions from parents concerned about whether or not their child is reading at grade level. The younger kids, those who 

participate in the Idaho Reading Indicator (IRI) test each year, tend to know where their student falls in the area of grade level reading. 

But if you have a older student, how do you know? There are several techniques parent teachers can use at home to know where their 

child is reading, or where they should be. 
 

Doing a quick one minute test on your student is easy and tends to give you a good idea of where they are. This can be done several 

ways. The easiest is a quick one minute test. You do this by administering  a one minute reading test of grade level material. Make sure 

the reading material is something theyõve not read before. Then you simply time them for one minute. Youõll want to keep track of any 

mistakes the reader may make in that minute. After the minute is up, you count up the number of words read correctly in a minute, and 

subtract it from the number of mistakes they made. The remaining number can then be compared to several charts to show whether or 

not theyõre reading at grade level. Your contact teacher can provide you with several charts. 
 

So if your child is not reading at grade level, what do you do then? There are several things you can do as a parent teacher. Your contact 

teacher can also give you several ideas and suggestions. But I have a method that I like doing, and have had great success with.  
 

I favor the ôcold readõ method. You do the one minute reading test just as it was explained above, scoring it the same way. It is suggested 

that you do the ôcold readõ on a Monday, or at least the beginning of the week. The ôcold readõ refers to the fact that the student has not 
seen the material before, or has not practiced it (warm read). Then on Tuesday, Wednesday, and Thursday read the same passage with-

out being timed. This is the time you find any weaknesses in phonics, or other flaws the reader may exhibit. This is also a quick and easy 

way to decide what kinds of things to focus on in your daily lessons. For example, if the student is exhibiting problems with vowel teams, 

you can then take some extra time to discuss and learn more about vowel teams. Once youõve taken a few days to read and familiarize 

the student with the passage, youõll want to do a òhot read.ó 
 

A ôhot readõ is when the student has read and studied the passage several times, becoming familiar with it. You will then do a one minute 

read on the same passage and count up the score again. Your student should increase significantly in the number of words read correctly 

per minute. The best part is the student can then compare their cold and hot scores. They start to see the strides theyõre making in their 

reading and the confidence begins to grow. 
      

This whole activity should only take five to ten minutes each day. I suggest doing this first thing when starting the Language Arts lesson 

each day. For more details on incorporating this technique or others like it please contact your contact teacher for details. 

Summer Reading Fun 

 ~Contributed by Amber Stimpson, Contact Teacher    

Online Programs with Diane ñSummer Resources 
 ~Contributed by Diane Neal, Online Curriculum Supervisor 
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G reetings!  My name is Diane Neal and I am excited to be the new online curriculum supervisor for I-DEA this year.  Iõm looking  

forward to assisting you with your questions and helping you use the online resources that we provide to help supplement your 

curriculum and instruction.  We have some online resources that we provide to I-DEA students at no charge, and several that are     

available as a subscription that can be deducted from your allotment with no out-of-pocket expense.  Please be sure to order those   

annual online subscriptions by August 19th.  As soon as we renew our subscriptions for the 09-10 school year, I will send you passwords 

so that you may access the websites.  Watch your email for more information.   

 Here are the resources that we offer at no cost to you:              Here are the resources available for order through our catalogue: 

Your contact teacher can help you determine if any of these products are right for you.  I am also available to answer questions, and look 

forward to doing so!  I work in the Boise Resource Center.  My phone number is (208)672-1155 ext. 3008.  You can also email me at 

dianeneal@idahoidea.org   

BrainPop, BrainPop Jr., 

BrainPop Espanol 

Educational videos, quizzes, and activities 

linked to Idaho Standards 

Apangea Math Interactive, standards-based math tutori-

als.  Students earn points toward prizes 
such as gift cards and donations to char-
ity 

Blue Book of  

Grammar 

Online resource for grammar and punc-

tuation, includes short video lessons and 

quizzes 

eCIS Career Information System ð A great 

resource for post high school and career 
planning for high school students 

My Access This online writing program is provided 

to high school students at no extra cost 
to the allotment.  Students in grades 5-8 
may subscribe with an allotment deduc-

tion. 

Hot Math Math Tutorials tied to most math text-

books for middle school and high school 
students.  Includes videos. 

Learning A to Z  Products including Reading, Writing, Vocabulary, and 

Science. Printable books and lessons that are standards-
based and leveled by grade.  Great for students in K-6 

ALEKS Interactive math tutorials and lessons to supplement 

your math curriculum. 

Explode the 

Code Online 

Interactive phonics lessons for students in grades K-4 

My Access Online writing program.  Subscriptions required for 

students in grades 5-8.  High school students use the 
program provided by IDEA 

Creativity Ex-

press 

Animated art education for students in K-6 

Rosetta Stone For use with high school foreign language courses 

Discovery Edu-

cation and Dis-
covery Science 

A wide catalog of videos to supplement your curricu-

lum in all areas including language arts, math, science 
and social studies.  Many of the videos include lessons 
and quizzes and are linked to state standards. 

mailto:dianeneal@idahoidea.org


Q- I have received my orderñ

now what? 

A-  Once you begin receiving 

your items for this coming 

school year, it is very important 

to make sure that you confirm 

receipt of these items.  By doing 

this you are letting the business 

office know that you have       

received your materials and give 

the go ahead to pay the vendor.    

 

To do this, log on to the I-DEA 

website and place your cursor 

over My I-DEA and then select 

Task.  Click on                     

Online Orders.  Next, click on the 

link that says confirm receipt of 

items here.   This is located at the 

top of the page. Select the items 

that you have received. 

 

If you have placed an order two 

weeks ago or longer and have not 

received it yet, please contact the 

order department immediately at 

orderdept@idahoidea.org or call 

1-800-871-5057 and ask for Lucy 

so she can track those items  for 

you.   If you have any other   

problem with your order, such as 

receiving the wrong item, an item 

is brokenõ etc.; please contact the 

order department.  They will 

work with you to solve your  

ordering problems.  

Q- How is curriculum chosen 

for the I-DEA catalog? 

 

A -One of the characteristics 

that sets I-DEA apart from 

other schools is the wide range of 

curriculum that is available to 

meet different student learning 

styles and skill levels.  Our main 

goal when selecting curriculum is 
to find materials that are high 

quality, engaging to students, easy 

for home educators to use, and 

meet the Idaho State Content 

Standards.  The I-DEA curriculum 

committee is responsible for  

reviewing curriculum for the 

online catalog.  The curriculum 

committee follows the Idaho State 

Textbook Adoption Schedule.  

Parents and staff can submit   

curriculum suggestions for review. 

     Some parents have reported 

that they feel overwhelmed with 

the wide range of curricular 
choices that I-DEA offers.  In 

response to this concern I-DEA 

staff evaluated curriculum and 

choose two or three òTop Picksó 

for each content area and grade 

level.   If you are new to        

educating at home, unfamiliar with 

a specific content area, or just 

would like additional guidance 

choosing curriculum please look 

for the I-DEA Top Pick options in 

the online catalog.   Your contact 

teacher can also help you find 

curriculum that is a good match 

with your childõs needs. As a  

parent educator in our school you 
have a wide range of quality   

curricular options that allow you 

individualize learning for each of 

your children. 

Ask a TeacherñAfter the Order  

 ~Contributed by Joanie Shultz, Contact Teacher 

Ask Administration ñCurriculum in the I -DEA Catalog  

 ~Contributed by Laurie Wolfe, Director of Curriculum and Assessment 

Ask a Community Coordinator ñSocializing and Home School 
 ~Contributed by Carrie Churba, Community Coordinator 

Q- We have chosen to       

educate our child at 

home.  Our son is very social, 

what are some ways we can keep 

him socially active?     

 

A- As Community           

Coordinator I organize 

outings and plan activities 

throughout the school year that 
can help provide social          

opportunities for students of all 

ages. You will find the details for 

outings and activities posted on 

the I-DEA Calendar. Within our 

community there are several  

organizations that can help meet 

this need. Some things you may 

consider areõ Boy/Girl Scouts,      

4-H, Harding, KROC or YMCA 

Centers, join a play, drama or PE 

group.  Your local libraries and 

Park and Recreation centers are 

also great resources for low cost, 
and often free activities!  I would 

be happy to help get you       

connected; feel free to give me a 

call.  
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Karen  

Ashenbrenner  

Laurie Wolfe  
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Joanie Shultz  

mailto:orderdept@idahoidea.org


Tech Support  
techsupport@idahoidea.org 

1-866-904-4332 

 
 

Business Office 

1-800-871-5057 

IDAHO DISTANCE 

EDUCATION 

ACADEMY  

 

CONTACT INFO:  

 www.idahoidea.org   208-238-1388 (Southeast Resource Center)  4860 Burley Dr. #2, Chubbuck ID

G etting ready for a new 

school year is much like 

planting a garden.  The time and 

energy put in to tilling and    

preparing the soil can reap great 

benefits at harvest time.  The 

equivalent process  at I-DEA is 

the  development of Individual 

Learning Plans (ILPõs), reviewing 

curriculum and placing              
curriculum orders.  Careful 

planning during these processes 

can help your student make 

significant learning gains during 

the school year. 
     As you begin planning for the 

upcoming school year, please 

review your childõs strengths 

and challenges from last year.  

Your childõs portfolio, projects, 

and writing samples, can all be 

great resources to review.  Also 

look at your childõs scores on 

school assessments, K Skills 

Inventory, IRI, DMA/DWA and 

ISATõs.  How did your child 

score?  What are your childõs 

strengths on these assessments?  

Have you looked at curriculum 

that will provide enough        

challenge to help them make 

significant learning gains?  How 

about areas of challenge?  Did 

your child struggle with a specific 

math skill, writing skill, or reading 

skill?  Have you looked at     

curriculum that will help your 
child make the necessary gains?  

If you need help finding         

curriculum to meet your childõs 

learning style or skill level, please 

contact your teacher.      

Thoughtful review, consideration, 

and planning during the summer 

months will lay the foundation 

for a rich learning environment 

this school year. 
    While you are waiting for 

your new curriculum to arrive, 

begin developing a schedule for 

the school year.  Consider what 

worked well for your child last 

year.  Did you tackle the most 

challenging subject first?  How 

about time for 

you to plan 

lessons and  

work on your 

childõs monthly 

progress    

updates?  It is 

critical that you set aside some 

quiet time for planning and as-

sessment. 
     Most families report that the 

arrival of the new curriculum 

feels a bit like Christmas.  This is 

an excellent time for you and 

your child to look through the 

books and resources and get 

excited about what they will be 

learning this year.  Receiving your 

curriculum well before school 

officially begins on Sept. 8, 2009 

also gives you a chance to     

become familiar with all the    

materials you will be using. 
    We are excited about the 

upcoming school year and look 

forward to partnering with you!  

From our Regional Director  
 ~Contributed by Laurie Wolfe, I-DEA Boise Resource Center Director 
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W elcome to the 2009-2010 

school year. There are 

many challenges to schooling at 

home and I have jotted a few tips 

to assist with your organizational 

strategies. For starters you may 

want to  develop a mission    

statement for your home learning       

environment. A mission statement 

may convey your philosophical 
ideas and your educational goals 

including: your schooling plans, 

expectations/desires and      

strategies and desired outcomes 

and/or academic goals. This    

mission statement works best if 

all invested individuals are       

involved in designing the wording. 

You can post the mission state-

ment in a visible location. 
 

Other organizational tools      

include:  
Begin the semester by     

reviewing each course     

syllabus and standards which 

will be covered through the 

semester. 
Create student timeline and 
lesson plans so students have 

an idea of whatõs ahead and 

how much time can be   

devoted to specific goals. 
Create daily learning     

schedule 
Have a specific area to study 

and maintain a whiteboard 

which displays projects, 

weekly assignments and 

deadlines for work          

completion.  Students can 

then at a glance be aware of 

expectations and learn to 

schedule their day           

accordingly.  
Create a routine and be 

consistent. 
Model to your kids the use 

of planners, list and other 

daily organizational methods. 
At any time throughout the 

school year please do not 

hesitate 

to     

contact 

me for 

any issues you may be    

struggling with in regards to 

your children and personal/

social/academic needs and 

skills.  
Please be aware that my next 

newsletter section will    

contain information about 

PSAT, SAT and ACT. 

 
Thank-You, Melissa Johnson   

Guidance Counselor  Post Falls 

Resource Center 208.457.1019 

Counselorõs CornerñPreparing for College 
 ~Contributed by Melissa Johnson, I-DEA Guidance Counselor 

Click HERE for the 

most up-to-date  
calendar events and 

information. 

http://www.idahoidea.org/Main/Calendars.aspx



