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From our Director
~ Contributed by Jason Bransford,-DEA Director

IDAHO
DISTANCE

EDUCATION s the new Director of Idaho  persistence of the parents in the  parents and
ACADEMY

 tucating Trough Farinesship One Chikd at o Tine Distance Education Academy education of their children. The  contact teach-
(I-DEA), | welcome you to the 2009 ability of the child, the education ofers. One of the
2010 school year. We are excited tahe parent, and the financial great advantagesie ==
work closely with you in the situation of the family each had littleof schooling
education of your children, and hopémpact on student success. But the with |-DEA is
that this school year will bring day to day persistence of the parenthat you are not
academic success to your Ch"dren_i n their c hi | do saloadintleeaducation of hoarshil-nje a r |
I would like to mention an importantalways been the determining factodren - this is a true partnership in

factor in the successful education ofpf syccess. every sense of the word.

x(;;’; zg&?gr:{c%ertsficg;;h: 'S Do not let the challenges of On a separate note, | also encourag
great reminder o?v’vhat it takes to educating your children deter you. you to attend the activities or field
’ ; - Few investments you make in life arips that are scheduled in your areg|
achieve any worthwhile pursuit. 55 rewarding as the education of  this school year. | hear so much
Cal vin Cool i dge youwrchéddres, autelery worthehilehgreat feedback about these activitie
in this world can take the place of reward comes with challenges. I only wish more people could
persistence. Talent will not; nothing Nothing will bring you as much joy experience the benefits of
is more common than unsuccessful@s the success of your children. Asattendance. | attended many of theg
people with talent. Genius willnot; we wor k t oget her actvites lasy school year ithimyg 6fs
unrewarded genius is almost a education, know that everyDEA  family and found that my children
proverb. Education will not; the staff member is here to help you bewere always uplifted and educated
world is full of educated derelicts. successful in the education of your by the events we attended. While
Persistence and determination alonghildren. | encourage you to seek turnout at activities this year was at
ar e omni pot ent . thelchuasel oflyaugcantact teacheean all time high, | advantage of thes
ond has sol ved aorcdommunitycgodinawwel  sgoebtwpportunities. hope even morg
the probl ems of hayea veryjaariad and gapable gof you will take You will not regret
Over the last couple of years | havestaff. It is not only a wise decision tahe investment of attending these
worked closely with manyDEA develop a partnership with your  well planned activities with your
families who have been successful, contact teacher, but each of you  family.
and a few who have not been so  signed a compact to do so upon
successful. | have noticed one factoenroliment in {DEA and we expect
that has made all the differene¢he constant communication between
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| sincerely wish you and your
family the best this school year.

Parent to Parent

~Contributed by Community Coordinators Carrie Churba and Michelle Funderburg

Even though the school year hasothers use a variety of supplementafor you to become familiar with

not officially started, we, your materials to make a whole school policy and other information
Community Coordinators and fellowcurriculum, and most are an eclectiGor the 200910 school year.
home educators, put together somemi x of bot hébut we  ar g eac

tips to help you prepare for a this for our children. Take advantagé‘vww"qaho' ERL.0 Get .
successful 20020 school year. of all the resources and excellent acqualrllted with the Web_sm_a. Look
people {DEA has available for us! around! The DEA Web. Sitels a
Never forget that your Contact storehouse of mf_orr_natlon. On the
Teacher, Secondary Teachers, web page you will find the Parent
Administrative Staff, and Commu- Handbook, important dates,

nity Coordinator are just a phone curnculu_m & supplemental "?‘t'
contact list, newsletters, testing

doi njg

Contact Teachers: Get to know
your Contact Teacher (CT). They
are here to help us and they also
need our support as the Parent
Teacher to give our children the

best they can. This is all abostti- call away! information, forms, and much more!
dent succes#/e each go about Orientation: Thi s yeards Orienta-
education with our own tion is available on yourDEA web-

phil osophi es és o msite after you loganx It vidlldeHelpfuyl Cont. Page 5
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Summer Reading Fun =

~ Contributed by Amber Stimpson, Contact Teacher

often have questions from parents concerned about whether or not their child is reading at grade level. The younger $eédghtho
participate in the Idaho Reading Indicator (IRI) test each year, tend to know where their student falls in the area tEgtadading.
But if you have a older student, how do you know? There are several techniques parent teachers can use at home to kndheivherg

child is reading, or where they should be.

Doing a quick one minute test on your student is easy and tends to give you a good idea of where they are. This can &eadone s
ways. The easiest is a quick one minute test. You do this by administaramge minute reading test of grade level materiakMsure
the reading materi al is something theydve not read bkefaoyr e
mistakes the reader may make in that minute. After the minute is up, you count up the number of words read correctly uriea amd

subtract it from the number of mistakes they made. The remaining number can then be compared to several charts to showorhethie

not theydre reading at grade |l evel. Your contact teacher
So if your child is not reading at grade level, what do you do then? There are several things you can do as a parenY teaciatact
teacher can also give you several ideas and suggestions. But | have a method that I like doing, and have had gre#i.success wi

I favor the O6cold readd method. You do the one mi nuisxiggesead
that you do the 6cold readdé on a Monday, or at | e atsdenthahnet
seen the material before, or has not practiced it (warm read). Then on Tuesday, Wednesday, and Thursday read the sanvéithassa
out being timed. This is the time you find any weaknesses in phonics, or other flaws the reader may exhibit. This isicdsmd gasy
way to decide what kinds of things to focus on in your daily lessons. For example, if the student is exhibiting probleroselitbams,

you can then take some extra time to discuss and | eariazemo
the student with the passage, youdll want to do a o0hot re
A dhot readd is when the student has read and st udiaendmibutee
read on the same passage and count up the score again. Your student should increase significantly in the number of wordectiyad
per minute. The best part is the student can t hen c kingpteire

reading and the confidence begins to grow.
This whole activity should only take five to ten minutes each day. | suggest doing this first thing when starting the lLatrsjleagon
each day. For more details on incorporating this technique or others like it please contact your contact teacher for details.

Online Programs with Diane i Summer Resources

~Contributed by Diane Neal, Online Curriculum Supervisor

reetings! My name is Diane Neal and | am excited to be the new online curriculum supervis A t hi s year .

forward to assisting you with your questions and helping you use the online resources that we provide to help supplement ya
curriculum and instruction. We have some online resources that we provideD&A students at no charge, and several that are
available as a subscription that can be deducted from your allotment with rofeqadacket expense. Please be sure to order $go
annual online subscriptions by August'19s soon as we renew our subscriptions for the-00 school year, | will send you passwords

so that you may access the websites. Watch your email for more information.

Here are the resources that we offer at no cost to you Here are the resources available for order through our catalogue
BrainPop, BrainPop Jr] Educational videos, quizzes, and activifes| Learning Ato Z | Products including Reading, Writing, Vocabulary, an
BrainPop Espanol linked to Idaho Standards Science. Printable books and lessons that are standdr
Apangea Math Interactive, standardsased math tutori- based and leveled by grade. Great for students-t K

als. Students earn points toward prizes

such as gift cards and donations to chaf- | ALEKS Interactive math tutorials and lessons to supplement
ity your math curriculum.
Blue Book of Online resource for grammar and punc Explode the Interactive phonics lessons for students in grade$ K
Grammar tuation, includes short video lessons and | Code Online
quizzes My Access Online writing program. Subscriptions required for
eClIS Career Information Systerd A great students in grades-8. High school students use the
resource for post high school and caredr program provided by IDEA
planning for high school students Creativity Ex- Animated art education for students in&
My Access This online writing program is provided press
to high school studentat no extra cost
to the allotment. Students in gradesss Rosetta Stone For use with high school foreign language courses
may subscribe with an allotment deduc _ _ _ _
tion. Discovery Edu- | A wide catalog of videos to supplement your curricu-
Hot Math Math Tutonials fied o most math toxt- cation and Dis- | lum in all areas including language arts, math, sciende

covery Science | and social studies. Many of the videos include lessops

books for middle school and high schod and quizzes and are linked to state standards.

students. Includes videos.

Your contact teacher can help you determine if any of these products are right for you. | am also available to answarsyaastiook
forward to doing so! | work in the Boise Resource Center. My phone number is (208638 ext. 3008. You can also email nte a

s
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dianeneal@idahoidea.org
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Ask a Teacher After the Order

~Contributed by Joanie Shultz, Contact Teacher

Q_ | have received my ordér Task Click on receiving the wrong item, an item

now what? Online OrderdNext, clickonthe i s brokend et c.
. .. link that saysonfirm receipt of  order department. They will

A_ Once you begin reCeNVINGjroms here. This is located at the work with you to solve your

our items for this comin . .
school {/ear it is very importantg top of the pageSelect the items - ordering problems.
to make sure that you confirm  thatyou have received.

receipt of these itemsBy doing

this you are letting the business If you have placed an order two
office know that you have weeks ago or longer and have not
received your materials and give received it yet, please contact the
the go ahead to pay the vendor. order department immediately at
orderdept@idahoidea.orgr call
1-800-871-5057 and ask for Lucy
so she can track those items for
you. If you have any other
problem with your order, such as

Joanie Shultz

To do this, log on to theIDEA
website and place your cursor
over My IDEAand then select

Ask a Community Coordinator fi Socializing and Home School

~Contributed by Carrie Churba, Community Coordinator

_ We have chosen to the -DEA Calendar. Within our
educate our child at community there are several 4 ?;gt‘\“‘\\\u

home. Our son is very social,  organizations that can help meet " -

what are some ways we can keefthis need. Some things you may “”- ¥

him socially active? consider ared Boy/ Girl Scout s, }':,.-'c
4-H, Harding, KROC or YMCA -
Centers, join a play, drama or PE ’

As Community group. Your local libraries and

A- Coordinator | organize Park and Recreation centers are

outings and plan activities also great resources for low cost,

throughout the school year that and often free activities! would

can help provide social be happy to help get you

opportunities for students of all  connected; feel free to give me a Karen

ages. You will find the details for call.
outings and activities posted on

Ashenbrenner

Ask Administration i Curriculum in the | -DEA Catalog

~Contributed by Laurie Wolfe, Director of Curriculum and Assessment

_ How is curriculum chosen committee is responsible for educating at home, unfamiliar wit
for the I-DEA catalog? reviewing curriculum for the a specific content area, or just
online catalog. The curriculum would like additional guidance
committee follows the Idaho Statehoosing curriculum please look
-One of the characteristics Textbook Adoption Schedule.  for the I-DEA Top Pick options in
that sets IDEA apart from  Parents and staff can submit the online catalog. Your contact
other schools is the wide range oturriculum suggestions for reviewteacher can also help you find
i i i curriculum that is a good match
currlcu!um that is available t.o Some parents have reported g ¢
meet different student learning with your chil dig
. . that they feel overwhelmed with :
styles and skill levels. Our main " .1 range of curricular parent educator in our school you £
goal when selecting curriculum is have a wide range of quality

choices that{DEA offers. In . : .
to find materials that are high . curricular options that allow you .
sﬁ;ﬁ%r\];elutgtgscﬁﬂ?;jLr;nmgrﬁj individualize learning for each of aurie Wolfe

for home educators to use, and choose two or twlfr%hgdre%'Top Picksbé

gteetdthz lda?r? %aEt: Coqterllt for each content area and grade
andards. The CUrmeulum Javel. If you are new to
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CONTACT INFO:

Tech Support
techsupport@idahoidea.org
1-866-904-4332

Business Office
1-800-871-5057

Click HERE for the
most up-to-date

From our Regional Director
~Contributed by Laurie Wolfe, I-DEA Boise Resource Center Director
Getting ready for a new
school year is much like

planting a garden. The time anc that will provide enough lessons and |
energy put in to tilling and challenge to help them make work on your
preparing the soil can reap grea significant learning gains? How c hi | d 8 s
benefits at harvest time. The  about areas of challenge? Did progress ;
equivalent process atDEA is  your child struggle with a specific updates? Itis ™ o
the development of Individual math skill, writing skill, or reading critical that you set aside some
Learning Pl ans skill? Have you looked at » quiet time for planning and as-
curriculum and placing curriculum that will help your sessment.
curriculum orders. Careful child make the necessary gains?  Most families report that the
planning during these processes If you need help finding arrival of the new curriculum
can help your student make curricul um t o nfeelsabitlike Christmas. This i$
significant learning gains during learning style or skill level, pleast an excellent time for you and
the school vear. contact your teacher. your child to look through the

As you begin planning for the Thoughtful review, consideration books and resources and get
upcoming school year, please and planning during the summer excited about what they will be
review your c¢ himonthswilllay the foundation . learning this year. Receiving your|
and challenges from last year. for a rich learning environment  curriculum well before school
Your chil d&s p tthisschool year. officially begins on Sept. 8, 2009
and writing samples, can all be While you are waiting for also gives you a chance to
great resources to review. Also your new curriculum to arrive,  become familiar with all the
ook at your c lbegindeveloping aschedule for materials you will be using.
school assessments, K Skills  the school year. Consider what We are excited about the
Inventory, IR, DMA/DWA and  worked well for your child last ~ upcoming school year and look
| SATO6s. Ho w d iyear. Did you tackle the most forward to partnering with you!
score? Wh at a ichallenging subject first? How

strengths on these assessments' about time for |
Have you looked at curriculum  you to plan

calendar events and
information.

IDAHO
DISTANCE
EDUCATION
ACADEMY

Educating Through Partnership One Child at a Time

www.idahoidea.org

Couns el orimPAep&ingrfon @lege

~Contributed by Melissa Johnson, IDEA Guidance Counselor

W elcome to the 2002010 semester. hesitate
school year. There are o Create student timeline and to
many challenges to schooling at lesson plans so students have ~contact

wh a t mefor a g ML
any issues you may be
struggling with in regards to
your children and personal/
social/academic needs and
skills.

Please be aware that my nex
newsletter section will
contain information about

PSAT, SAT and ACT.

home and | have jotted a few tips
to assist with your organizational
strategies. For starters you may
want to develop a mission
statement for your home learning
environment. A mission statement
may convey your philosophical
ideas and your educational goals
including: your schooling plans,
expectations/desires and
strategies and desired outcomes
and/or academic goals. This
mission statement works best if
all invested individuals are
involved in designing the wording.

an idea of
how much time can be

devoted to specific goals.
Create daily learning

schedule

Have a specific area to study
and maintain a whiteboard
which displays projects,
weekly assignments and
deadlines for work

completion. Students can .
then at a glance be aware OfThankYou, Melissa Johnson

Guidance Counselor Post Falls

expectations and learn to
Resource Center 208.457.1019

schedule their day

You can post the mission state- accordingly.
ment in a visible location. * Crea_te a routine and be
consistent.

Other organizational tools

include:

e Begin the semester by
reviewing each course o
syllabus and standards which
will be covered through the

Model to your kids the use

of planners, list and other
daily organizational methods.
At any time throughout the
school year please do not

208-238-1388 (Southeast Resource Center) 4860 Burley Dr. #2, Chubbuck ID


http://www.idahoidea.org/Main/Calendars.aspx




