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not in the portfolios  

themselves, but in the process 
ÜÚÌËɯÐÕɯÊÙÌÈÛÐÕÎɯÛÏÌÔɂȭ 

                                                                      
Charlotte Danielson  

 
By the end of the month, all I-DEA students 
will have participated in portfolio confer-
ences.  Student portfolios are a powerful 
way to focus the attention to student 
learning:  what they are learning, how well 
they are learning it, and how they are 
demonstrating the learning. 
 

The portfolios involve two components:  

the process and the product.  You may be 

tempted to focus primarily on the product, 

but the process of developing the portfolio 

is equally important.  The portfolio itself is a 

collection of student work, while the devel-

opment of the portfolio is at the heart of a 

successful portfolio.  The development 

process includes 4 steps: collection, selec-

tion, reflection and projection.  Your 

teacher can provide you with more infor-

mation to help you with any one of these 

steps. 

From the Director  

Treasure Valley  

Community Coordinators  
 

Jill Call  
Kathi Manning,  

 
Make sure you check out 

the Upcoming  
Community Events 

Listed on page 
 2 of the Newsletter 

 

IDEAõs mission statement 
Through technology and partnership between parents and 
educators, the Idaho Distance Education Academy pro-

motes and supports a modern education system that delivers 
innovative, relevant, and rigorous education to each child. 

Teaching important skills:  
Portfolio development pro-
vides opportunities for reflec-
tion and self evaluation. 

 
Although portfolio development 
can sometimes be challenging, my 
hopes are that you found the 
process well worth the time and 
effort.   Your childõs portfolio will 
evolve over time and it is through 
this process, that he/she will learn 
that their work and efforts genu-
inely matter. 

 

Linda Sterk, 

Director, I-DEA 

One of the unique as-
pects of schooling with I-DEA is 
the partnership we as parents 
have with our contact teach-
ers.  In the five years my family 
has been with I-DEA, we have 
partnered with many different 
teachers and I have found each 
of them to be responsive, positive, 
and supportive of my familyõs 
schooling efforts.  However, Iõm 
not sure each of them could say 
the same about me as their part-
ner in being similarly responsive, 
positive, and supportive of their 
efforts. 

The first few years I didnõt recog-

nize the value of what my con-

tact teacher brought to the part-

nership and only communicated 

with them the necessary mini-

mum information.   I kind of 

viewed them as the òother  

sideó and got frustrated at times 
with the reports and updates 
they requested.    I didnõt pay 
close attention to their due dates 
and didnõt always return phone 
calls since I felt we were doing 
just fine.  Gradually, however, I 
began to use and appreciate 
some of their suggestions and 
visit with them more openly 
regarding curriculum, concerns, 
and progress.   I started to view 
our partnership very differently.  I 
realized that although their per-
spective of education may be 
different than mine, my children 
and I could benefit by their 
knowledge, insights, and sugges-
tions.   

Allowing my contact teacher to 

be on the òsame sideó with me 

has made a big difference in  

our  effectiveness in working 

together toward our common 

goal of helping my children get a 

great education.  The monthly 

updates, etc. are still not my 

favorite things to do, but I appre-

ciate the accountability and I feel 

it has made me more diligent in 

teaching.  I pay close attention to 

the due dates as I realize these 

are not arbitrarily set for the 

teacherõs convenience, but are 

part of a much bigger picture in 

accounting to the board and 

state to keep our school viable.  

Iõm appreciative of the contact 

teachers and administratorõs 

efforts to take care of all of that 

so that I-DEA is a choice available 

to my family.   

Jill Call M
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Benefits of student portfolios include: 

Student awareness of quality 

work:  Students learn to identify 
what quality work is. 

Engagement & involvement:  
Students are shareholders in 
their own progress. 

Motivation:  Presenting work to 
an audience may increase moti-
vation. 

Shared accountability:   Ac-

countability is shared between 
the parent and the student, 
with the student assuming 
more responsibility. 

Improved communication:  
Portfolios development provides 
an opportunity for ongoing 
communication between the 
parent, the student and the 
contact teacher. 

Formative (ongoing) assess-

ment:  Assessment is done 
throughout the process of creat-
ing the portfolio. 

Clarity of expectations:  The 

portfolio criteria outline clear 
expectations and standards. 

Seeing growth over time:  

Through the development of 
the portfolio, you can see the 
development of skills and knowl-
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 Upcoming Events     
Clubs & Activities 

Roaring Springs Water Park 
Roaring Reader Program 
Deadline Wednesday, Dec. 17th :   I-DEA K-12th students who complete and log 600 min. (10 hrs.) of recreational reading (or being read to) between 
February 1

st
 and Mar. 27

th
,  can earn a free one-day pass to Roaring Springs Water Park in June (becomes a buy-one-get-one-free pass after June 30

th
).  

The home teacher will receive a pass too!  Register now by emailing Lo at lorifoley@idahoidea.org with: first and last name of the home teacher, mail-
ing address, and the first and last name and grade of participating students. Reading logs will be sent to registrants in January. 
 
Idaho Drug Free Youth (IDFY) 
Saturday, January 17, 4:00pm-6:00pm: All  7-12th

 students are invited to IDFY, a club that encourages positive life choices, connection with other local 
teens, leadership skills and community service. Weõll meet from 4:00-5:00pm at Danik Gymnastics at 1510 Watertower Rd. in Meridian (south on Locust 
Grove past Franklin, turn right on Watertower ð the gym is on the right).  Afterward, enjoy an hour of free gymnastics with P.E. teacher and gymnastics 
coach Ivan Tulilov!  Questions? Contact Jill at jillcall@idahoidea.org. 
 
òHealthy Eatersó Community Outing 
Albertsonõs  @ 4700 N. Eagle Rd. (@ McMillan Rd.), Boise, or 
Albertsonõs  @ 715 12

th
 Ave. So., Nampa 

Tuesday, January 27, 1:30pm-2:30pm: I-DEA 3rd-6th
 
grade students can start the New Year by learning about healthy living, nutrition, good decision 

making, how to read and understand nutrition labels and recycling.  This scripted tour will visit each department of Albertsonõs, and participants will be 
offered samples of healthy foods and beverages. Choose the tour location that is most convenient for you.  Each tour can accommodate up to 30 stu-
dents, plus parents.  Registration is first-come-first-served, so email Lo at lorifoley@idahoidea.org with the names of parents and students who would like 
to attend, and which location you prefer. Parents will be asked to complete permission slips at the tour. 
 
Valentine Senior Center 
òShare & Showcaseó 
Thursday, February 12, 1:00-2:30  -  At Grace Assisted Living, Meridian :  Save the date for this special day to express appreciation to senior citizens in 
our community, with a Valentineõs party and talent showcase at a local senior center!  If you can sing, dance, perform martial arts, recite poetry, play an 
instrument, or otherwise entertain, sign up to be part of the Talent Showcase Team.  If your talent is baking delicious cookies, or creating beautiful Val-
entine cards, then sign up to be part of the Share Team.  Everyone can do something, so email Jill at jillcall@idahoidea.org and let us know how you 
and your children would like to help!  Also, if anyone has access to a portable PA system, please let us know! 
 

Contests & Awards 
Idaho Jr. Duck Stamp Contest 
Deadline:  Entries must be postmarked by March 7, 2008: K-12 students can design the annual U.S. Postal Stamp as part of a conservation education 
program. All entries receive a certificate of participation, and cash prizes are also available for the top three stamps at the national level.  Mail entries to 
Michelle Funderburg , I-DEA SE Resource Center, 4860 Burley Dr. #2, Chubbuck, ID 83202. For official contest rules and more information, please  
contact michellefunderburg@idahoidea.org. 
 
Idaho History Day Contest 
History buffs in 6-12

th
 grades are encouraged to enter the 2008-09 History Day Contest.  Research and present projects tied to the theme òThe Individ-

ual in History: Actions and Legaciesó, as an exhibit, documentary, performance or paper.  Individuals and groups compete at the local level, and may 
advance to state/national competitions to win cash and scholarships. Visit www.nhd.org  ; click on Programs.   
Contact Susie at susiemacpherson@idahoidea.org. 
 

ôSave the dates for these upcoming events: 
  Warhawk Air Museum, March 20, (Grades 3-12); and  

WaterShed Water Cycle class, April 9, 10:00-2:30 (Grades K-3).  More details to comeéé.ó 
 

Community Events for Boise Resource Center  

Workshop & Elluminate Schedules  

BOISE RESOURCE CENTER  
WEEKLY LABS & WORKSHOPS 

 

 
Anchor Assignment Workshop:  1/6            11:00-1:00 
 
IDFY-Danik Gym:  1/17                                        4:00 ð6:00 
                
Future City-Nampa:    1/6                                      1:00-3:00 
Future City Prepð Boise:  1/9                                 1:00-3:00 
 
PE Workshops:  1/16                                              1:00-2:00 
Standard 5 (For Parents) 

 

PE Workshop:  1/23                                               1:00-2:00 
Nutrition (For Students) 

Regularly Scheduled Elluminate Help Sessions: 

Science Help:  Thursdays 12-1p.m. Mountain 
Math Help:  Thursdays 1-3p.m. Mountain 

Parent Elluminate:  Wednesdays 1:30-3:30p.m. Mountain  
Please remember to log in with your first and last name. 

Biology Lectures: 
https://sas.elluminate.com/m.jnlp?sid=1111&password=M.B1E629DD9BC0BD8A5FE0E63A813008 
 
Shakespeare Lectures: 
https://sas.elluminate.com/m.jnlp?sid=1111&password=M.552C632A6895AF59D5EB330704F987 
 
Science Help: 
https://sas.elluminate.com/m.jnlp?sid=1111&password=M.B1E629DD9BC0BD8A5FE0E63A813008 
 
Math Help: 
https://sas.elluminate.com/site/external/jwsdetect/meeting.jnlp?
sid=1111&password=M.FAFB48A97B9ED899D7B7BD9C3BB561 

mailto:lorifoley@idahoidea.org
mailto:lorifoley@idahoidea.org
mailto:jillcall@idahoidea.org
mailto:michellefunderburg@idahoidea.org
http://www.nhd.org
https://sas.elluminate.com/m.jnlp?sid=1111&password=M.B1E629DD9BC0BD8A5FE0E63A813008
https://sas.elluminate.com/m.jnlp?sid=1111&password=M.552C632A6895AF59D5EB330704F987
https://sas.elluminate.com/m.jnlp?sid=1111&password=M.B1E629DD9BC0BD8A5FE0E63A813008
https://sas.elluminate.com/site/external/jwsdetect/meeting.jnlp?sid=1111&password=M.FAFB48A97B9ED899D7B7BD9C3BB561
https://sas.elluminate.com/site/external/jwsdetect/meeting.jnlp?sid=1111&password=M.FAFB48A97B9ED899D7B7BD9C3BB561
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Contact information: 

Lori Foley, BRC Receptionist 

Monday ς Friday 8-5 

208-672-1155 

lorifoley@idahoidea.org 

Boise Resource Center Regional Staff: 

Laurie Wolfe: (DirectorñBoise Resource Center) lauriewolfe@idahoidea.org  

Mary Whitworth: (Administrative Assistant)  mwhitworth@idahoidea.org 

Diane Neal: (Lead Teacher) dianeneal@idahoidea.org  

Lyn Beighley: (Contact Teacher) lynbeighley@idahidea.org 

Jared Bissen: (Special Ed Teacher) jaredbissen@idahoidea.org 

Kendal Fleshman: (Contact Teacher) kendalfleshman@idahoidea.org  

MiRanda Foley:(Contact Teacher) mirandafoley@idahoidea.org 

Theresa Foster :(Contact Teacher) theresafoster@idahoidea.org 

Jana Schaefer: (Contact Teacher) janaschaefer@idahoidea.org 

Laura Sharek: (Contact Teacher) laurasharek@idahoidea.org 

Sean Short: ( Secondary Teacher) seanshort@idahoidea.org 

Ivan Tulilov: (PE Teacher) ivantulilov@idahoidea.org 

Regina Turner: (Contact Teacher) reginaturner@idahoidea.org 

Dallas Hartshorn: (Systems Engineer) dhartshorn@idahoidea.org 

Andy Archer: (Computer Technician) aarcher@idahoidea.org 

Martin Luther King Day                                                              Rachel reed  

Ships 
There are 5 ships in a port.  
 

The Greek ship leaves at six and carries coffee.  
The ship in the middle has a black chimney.  
The English ship leaves at nine.  
The French ship with a blue chimney is to the left of a ship 

that carries coffee.  
To the right of the ship carrying cocoa is a ship going to  
 Marseille.  
The Brazilian ship is heading for Manila.  
Next to the ship carrying rice is a ship with a green chim-

ney.  
A ship going to Genoa leaves at five.  
The Spanish ship leaves at seven and is to the right of the 

ship going to Marseille.  
The ship with a red chimney goes to Hamburg.  
Next to the ship leaving at seven is a ship with a white  
 chimney.  
The ship on the border carries corn.  
The ship with a black chimney leaves at eight.  
The ship carrying corn is anchored next to the ship 
  carrying rice.  
The ship to Hamburg leaves at six.  
 

Which ship goes to Port Said? Which ship carries tea? 

Civil Rights Day 

Martin Luther King Jr. Day 

January 19 

Civil Rights are the rights and privi-
leges to which we are entitled under 
the laws that govern our nation. In 
America, our civil rights are guaran-
teed in the Constitution, particularly in 
the Bill of Rights and other Amend-
ments.  

Even though the Emancipation Proc-
lamation freed the slaves in 1865 and 
the 13th Amendment outlawed slav-
ery and guaranteed black Americans 
the rights to which all American citi-
zens are entitled, many black Ameri-
cans in the South were not allowed 
to exercise their civil rights, even until 
the 1960s.  

The Civil Rights Movement in the 
United States helped to win equal-
ity for all Americans. 

In 1987, a Presidential Proclamation 
declared August 12 to be com-
memorated as Civil Rights Day. This 
day is an opportunity to honor 
those who worked to help create 
an America where all Americans' 
civil rights are protected. It is also a 
time to stand up for the continuing 
protection of our civil rights guaran-
teed in the Constitution. 

In recent years, some have sug-
gested that Martin Luther King Day 
be observed as Civil Rights Day to 
commemorate the greater cause to 
which Dr. King and so many others 
dedicated their lives for the good of 
us all. 

 

Use literature to teach about Civil Rights! 

 

K-2  A Picture Book of Martin Luther King Jr.  
 by: David Adler 
 

 Happy Birthday Martin Luther King  
 by: Jean Marzollo 
 

3-5 Martinõs Big Words:  
 The Life of Martin Luther King Jr.  
 by: Doreen Rappaport 
 
 A Thousand Never Evers  
 by:  Shana Burg 
 
6-8  The Watsons go to Birmingham, 1963  
 by: Christopher Paul Curtis 
 
 Through My Eyes  
 by: Ruby Bridges 
 
9-12  The Civil Rights Movement in American 
 Memory  
 by: Renee Romano  
  

 Freedomõs Children: Young  
 Civil Rights Activists Tell Their  Own Stories  
 by: Ellen Levine 



To All Home Educators: 

As we near the end of the semester I know 

it can be challenging to keep students fo-

cused and possibly yourself as well.   I 

would like to encourage you to keep to 

your routine as much as possible. This 

would include your daily lesson plans and 

material that you need to cover to meet 

your end of semester goals.   I recommend 

you take a moment to review with your 

learners where you started at the first of 

the year, the material that you have cov-

ered to date and finally show your children 

what portion is remaining to finish out the 

semester.  Perhaps you have done this al-

ready; this will accomplish a mental picture 

for students to visualize the completion of 

the semester.  Also they should feel great 

satisfaction upon seeing the progress they 

have made and where they are going.  

Whiteboards can be very instrumental in  
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ON- LINE PROGRAMS WITH BRENDA  

Happy New Year! This is always an interesting time of year for teachers and students. It is the start of a new calendar year, 
but it is also almost the midway mark of the school year. The excitement of the holidays is over and January can prove to be 
a bit challenging in the weather department. As you work to keep your students enthusiastic about their classes, it might be 
a great time to consider small changes in your daily routine. This would be the perfect time to incorporate the Online Re-
sources that I-DEA has made available to you. If you havenõt used your online subscriptions a great deal, now is a good time 
to add a little variety to your weekly lesson plans. Here are some few suggestions you might try: 

 

BrainPOP and BrainPOP, Jr. Be sure to check out the movie of the month. BrainPOP ties its monthly features to the calendar 
of holidays, birthdays of prominent people, and special recognized days of interest. Have you been using the extra activities 
that come with each of the featured movies? You can find home activities, quizzes and projects for nearly all of the videos. 
The home activities also provide you with background information before you begin a unit with your students. 

 

Discovery Education Streaming.  When you log into DE Streaming, you will find a great informational home page that 
highlights units of study. Often there are quizzes already developed for you that work with several of the videos. These 
make great pre-assessments and discussion topics to evaluate what your student already knows about a particular subject. 
Accessing this prior knowledge not only allows the teacher to know how to plan instruction but also is a great strategy for 
introducing students to a new topic.  

 

ALEKS.  For those of you who have acquired subscriptions to ALEKS, now is the perfect time to re-evaluate how you are 

using it. Many parents find that having their student use ALEKS 2-3 times a week is a nice way to add variety to math in-

struction. The online interface is a good break from the traditional pencil and paper exercises. Donõt overlook the dictionary 

of terms in ALEKS.  

Happy New Year 
Melissa Johnson M. Ed 
Guidance Counselor   

Post Falls Resource Center 
208.457.1019 

 teaching and learning and tell them 
that you want to hear their ideas but 
there is a better time for that. Let the 
child know that you are going to set 
aside time to go over their ideas and 
concerns at the end of the school day.  
Then have sticky notes available at their 
workspace and when an idea comes up 
(not related to the assignment) they can 
write it down, put it at the corner of 
their desk and you will stick it up on the 
whiteboard or other given place.  Then 
at the end of the day you will read the 
notes and communicate with them 
about their ideas or concerns.  This way 
they know that you value and care 
about their input, thought s, ideas and 
concerns, yet it does not interrupt your 
teaching and their learning.   

illustrating your course of study and future 

projects and goals. 

Also a whiteboard can be an instrumental 
tool for when students get sidetracked 
and start thinking about topics which devi-
ate from the current lesson.   For example 
if your child is working on a lesson and 
asks you a question which does not per-
tain to the lesson, there are three courses 
of action. One response would be to inter-
rupt the lesson and answer the question 
which may distract from the flow and 
completion of the assignment.   Another 
response would be to not respond and tell 
the child to keep working on the lesson at 

hand.  Many times a child would feel up-
set at this response and would probably 
keep thinking about the idea which would 
still interfere with the lesson at hand.   A 
third response would be to have a system 
in place for these occasions.  The system 
would be talking to your child about how 
these interruptions impede the flow of 

teaching  



Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri  Sat 

    1 2 3 

4 5 6 7 8 9 10 

11 12 13 14 15 16 17 

18 19 20 21 22 23 

 

24 

25 

 

26 27 28 29 30 31 
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Albertsonõs 
Field Trip 

SCHOOL CLOSED 
Martin Luther  

King Day 

ANCHOR 
ASSIGNMENT 

HELP 
11:00-1:00 

MONHLY  
PROGRESS  
UPDATES 

 DUE  

ANCHOR  
ASSIGNMENTS  

DUE 

School  
closed  

Future  
City  

Regional 
Competition 

JANUARY 

J.R.R. 
Tolkien 
(author) 

born, 1892 
Write a book 

report on your 

favorite book. 

How many snowmen  
can you count in this 
monthõs this newsletter? 

IDLA FINALS (Jan 13-15) 

PE 
Workshop 
For Parents 

Standard 5 
1:00-2:00 

 

Full Moon 
Label the 

phases of the 
moon. 

PE  
Workshop 
Nutrition 
Students 
1:00-2:30 

Future City  
Preparation 
1:00-3:00 

Boise 

Future City 
1:00-3:00 
Nampa  

IDEA FINAL EXAMS 

 PORTFOLIO CONFERENCE K-6 

PORTFOLIO CONFERENCE K-6 

1:30 -2:30 

Free 

Gymnastics  

4:00-5:00 (K-6) 

IDFY 

4:00-5:00 

(7-12) 

Free  

Gymnastics 5:00-
6:00 

 (7-12) 

http://www.enchantedlearning.com/graphicorganizers/storymap/easy.shtml
http://www.enchantedlearning.com/graphicorganizers/storymap/easy.shtml
http://www.enchantedlearning.com/graphicorganizers/storymap/easy.shtml

