
The air is crisp and the leaves are turn-
ing.  Fall has arrived and you are now 
well into your routine of schooling.  I 
hope you are enjoying your role as a 
parent educator and your children are 
learning many new and wonderful 
things. 
Fall is also the time when the Idaho 
Achievement Standardized Tests 
(ISAT) is given to our students.  In the 
past, all 3 – 10 grade students took 
the ISATs each fall.  This year, the 
State Board of Education ruled that all 
10th grade students and any 11th and 
12th grade students, who have not 
passed the ISATs, will take the fall 
ISAT.  All other students in grades 3rd - 
8th and 10th will be taking the ISATs in 
the spring of ’09.   
Last spring, I-DEA students did a good 
job on the ISATs.  For the first time, 
our students made Adequate Yearly 
Progress (AYP).  Meeting AYP is how 
the State Dept. of Education measures 
academic success of public schools.  In 
order to meet AYP, a certain percent-
age of all students must meet profi-
ciency on the ISATs.   Here’s how  
I-DEA did: 

  
 Reading Goal:  

 78% of students reach  
proficiency;  

the state average is 84%;  
82% of I-DEA’s students reached  

proficiency 
 

Math Goal: 
  70% of students reach  

proficiency;  
the state average is 80.7%;  

71.9% of I-DEA’s students reached 
proficiency 

  
Language Usage Goal:   

78 % of students reach 
 proficiency or increase  

the % from the previous year 
   

76.6% of I-DEA students 
 reached proficiency.   

Although  I-DEA did not meet the goal, 
the school did increase the Language 
Usage score from the previous year.   

From the Director 
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Make sure you check out 

the Upcoming  
Community Events 

Listed on page 
 2 of the Newsletter 

 

IDEAõs mission statement 
Through technology and partnership between parents and 

educators, the Idaho Distance Education Academy 
promotes and supports a modern education system that 
delivers innovative, relevant, and rigorous education to 

each child. 

The proficiency goals will continue 
to increase, so we have our work 
cut out for us.  If you need re-
sources or support in the areas of 
math, reading and/or Language 
Usage, please contact your 
teacher.  
 I-DEA’s “report card” is available 
on the website under “About Us.” 
 
 

 
Linda Sterk 
Director 

 Although I educate 

my children at home, I readily 

admit that many of their great-

est lessons have been learned 

outside our home—in the com-

munity.  Whether it’s being a 

puppeteer at the Historical 

Museum, making holiday deco-

rations for a retirement home, 

sorting food at the food bank, or 

serving as a youth representa-

tive on a city committee, there 

are opportunities all around for 

all ages!   Not only do these 

types of activities provide won-

derful learning opportunities in 

developing social and communi-

cation skills, but they also help 

develop self-confidence and  

responsibility as students see that 
what they are doing makes a 

difference. 

 Sometimes it’s hard to 
know where to begin in finding 
these opportunities.  I find it helps 
to start by thinking of what my 
children enjoy doing or talents 
they already have, then build 
from there.  How could they share 
that?  Who could benefit from 
their efforts?   Other families 
schooling at home may have 
suggestions as well as neighbors 
and friends.   Don’t be afraid to 
start small and build as you can.  
Our IDFY chapter will be involved 
in community service throughout 
the year so secondary students 
can expand their opportunities by 

participating in that program. 

In the Community Events section of 
this newsletter, you will find some 
information on the Spirit of Com-
munity program that is available to 
I-DEA  secondary students.  Wow!   
If you want to get inspired with 
tons of great community service 
ideas, just go on the Spirit of Com-
munity website and check it out.  If 
your child has not been involved in 
a community service project this 
year but would like to be part of the 
program for next year, now is the 
time to get started. 

 In addition to the great 
learning taking place inside your 
home, don’t forget to make room 
for the wonderful opportunities 
awaiting your child in the commu-
nity .                                    Jill Call 
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 Fire Station Tour 
Thursday, October 9, 2008 1:30-2:30pm:   
October is Fire Safety Month! We have scheduled a free, interactive tour of Meridian Fire Station #3, located at 3545 N. Locust Grove (N. 
of Ustick). All grades (and parents) are welcome, but only the first 30 students signed-up will be registered for the tour.  Email lori-
foley@idahoidea.org with the name and grade of each child who will be attending. We’ll schedule a second tour if there is enough inter-
est. 
 

Idaho Drug Free Youth (IDFY)  
Saturday, October 18, 2008 4:00pm-6:00pm, Danik Gym: 
Students 7th-12th grade are invited to join IDFY. This is a club designed to encourage positive life choices, connect with other local teens, 
and develop leadership skills We will meet monthly in combination with the monthly open gym gymnastics activity. (See PE Workshop 
schedule above). IDFY will meet from 4:00—5:00 followed by gymnastics from 5:00—6:00p.m. Contact 
 Jill at jillcall@idahoidea.org if you have any questions. 
 

Idaho State Department of Education 
Holiday Card Art Contest 
Friday, October 17th deadline:  K-6th artists can submit designs for the Department of Education holiday card ! Mail entries to: State De-
partment of Education, Attn: Public Information, P.O. Box 83720, Boise, ID 83720-0027. Winning entries announced in December. Visit 
http://www.sde.idaho.gov/site/educator_resources/; click on  
Holiday Art Contest Guidelines. 
  
The Prudential Spirit of Community Award 
Friday, October 31st deadline:  
 Students 5th-12th grade who have taken a lead role in a recent community service project may apply for the Prudential Spirit of Commu-
nity Award. I-DEA will choose one high school (9-12th) and one middle school (5-8th) nominee to submit to a state judging committee, for 
the chance to win $1,000 cash, a silver medallion and an all-expense paid trip (with guardian) to the National Award Ceremony in Wash-
ington D.C. . There, state Honorees may win an additional $5,000, a gold medallion, and $5,000 for the charity of their choice!  Visit 
www.prudential.com/spirit for details and an application.  Mail two hard copies of the application, with any back ground information 
(photos, press clippings, etc.) to:  Deborah Pence, Post Falls Resource Center, 1602 D East Seltice Way, Post Falls, Idaho 83854.  Entries must be re-
ceived in Post Falls by October 31, 2008 .  Contact Jill (208)585-7390 or Kathi (208)585-7244. 

Regularly Scheduled Elluminate Help Sessions: 

Science Help:  Thursdays 12-1p.m. Mountain 
Math Help:  Thursdays 1-3p.m. Mountain 

Parent Elluminate:  Wednesdays 1:30-3:30p.m. Mountain  
Please remember to log in with your first and last name. 

 
Biology Lectures: 
https://sas.elluminate.com/m.jnlp?sid=1111&password=M.B1E629DD9BC0BD8A5FE0E63A813008 
 
Shakespeare Lectures: 
https://sas.elluminate.com/m.jnlp?sid=1111&password=M.552C632A6895AF59D5EB330704F987 
 
Science Help: 
https://sas.elluminate.com/m.jnlp?sid=1111&password=M.B1E629DD9BC0BD8A5FE0E63A813008 
 
Math Help:https://sas.elluminate.com/site/external/jwsdetect/meeting.jnlp?
sid=1111&password=M.FAFB48A97B9ED899D7B7BD9C3BB561 

BOISE RESOURCE CENTER  

WEEKLY LABS & WORKSHOPS 

 

October 7, 14, 21, 28    Future City - 1:00 p.m. 

 

October 3    PE-CPR 8:00 a.m. 3:00 p.m. 

 

October 17                    PE Parent Workshop 1:00-3:00p.m. 

 

October 18                    IDFY/Open Gym ðGymnastics 

     4:00-6:00p.m. (Danik Gym) 

 

October  24   PE-Basic Anatomy 1:00-3:00 p.m. 

 

Dear I-DEA Parents, 

Contact teachers often get questions about the PE standards and how to incorporate them in their PE program.   Each month we will have a PE 
workshop for parents , held at the BRC. On October 17th,  we will work with Standard 2, (movement & knowledge). We will cover elementary 
standards from 1pm to 2pm and then secondary from 2pm to 3pm. Your children are welcome to come. We might ask them to volunteer and 
show us things they can do to illustrate some of the concepts we will cover. The Saturday following each monthly parent workshop we will 
have an open gym student gymnastics activity at Danik Gymnastics in Meridian (check danikgym.com for location) where I will lead 
our students into a gymnastics session.  Elementary students will participate from 4pm to 5pm, followed by  secondary students  from 5pm to 
6pm. This activity will be combined with the IDFY (Idaho Drug Free Youth) meeting. It will be a great opportunity for our students to meet fellow 
I-DEA peers, while we try to put into practice the PE standard we covered the day before at the PE workshop. Both activities are open door, no 

RSVP needed, just come on over! 

For additional info, please contact Ivan Tulilov, the I-DEA PE teacher at ivantulilov@idahoidea.org or at the BRC from 9am to 11am, Tuesday to 
Friday. 

Community Events for Boise Resource Center 

 PE Workshops   

file:///C:\Documents%20and%20Settings\kathimanning\My%20Documents\lorifoley@idahoidea.org
file:///C:\Documents%20and%20Settings\kathimanning\My%20Documents\lorifoley@idahoidea.org
mailto:jillcall@idahoidea.org
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http://www.prudential.com/spirit
https://sas.elluminate.com/m.jnlp?sid=1111&password=M.B1E629DD9BC0BD8A5FE0E63A813008
https://sas.elluminate.com/m.jnlp?sid=1111&password=M.552C632A6895AF59D5EB330704F987
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      Fire Safety at Home 

        Did you know that on average, you 
have less than six minutes to escape in the 
event of a home fire? Do you know what 
the leading causes of home fires are? Oc-
tober is Fire Safety Month, and there is no 
better time to talk with your children 
about preventing fires and staying safe 
should a fire occur in your home. 

In the case of a fire, the United States Fire 
Administration recommends that you do 
the following: 

Teach your family to stop, drop to the 
ground, and roll if their clothes catch fire. 

Stay Low and Go! Smoke is very dan-
gerous.  Since smoke and heat rise during a 
fire, there is cleaner, cooler, and safer air 
near the floor. 

Make sure everyone in your family 
knows and practices escape routes from 
every room in your  
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We are on the Web! 

www.idahoidea.org 

Contact information: 

Lori Foley, BRC Receptionist 

Monday – Friday 8-5 

208-672-1155 

lorifoley@idahoidea.org 

Boise Resource Center Regional Staff: 

Laurie Wolfe: (Director—Boise Resource Center) lauriewolfe@idahoidea.org   

Mary Whitworth: (Administrative Assistant)  mwhitworth@idahoidea.org 

Diane Neal: (Lead Teacher) dianeneal@idahoidea.org  

Lyn Beighley: (Contact Teacher) lynbeighley@idahidea.org 

Jared Bissen: (Special Ed Teacher) jaredbissen@idahoidea.org 

Kendal Fleshman: (Contact Teacher) kendalfleshman@idahoidea.org  

MiRanda Foley:(Contact Teacher) mirandafoley@idahoidea.org 

Theresa Foster :(Contact Teacher) theresafoster@idahoidea.org 

Jana Schaefer: (Contact Teacher) janaschaefer@idahoidea.org 

Laura Sharek: (Contact Teacher) laurasharek@idahoidea.org 

Sean Short: ( Secondary Teacher) seanshort@idahoidea.org 

Ivan Tulilov: (PE Teacher) ivantulilov@idahoidea.org 

Regina Turner: (Contact Teacher) reginaturner@idahoidea.org 

Dallas Hartshorn: (Systems Engineer) dhartshorn@idahoidea.org 

Andy Archer: (Computer Technician) aarcher@idahoidea.org 

home, especially their own bed-
room. One good strategy is to have 
your children construct a model of 
their bedroom and discuss their 
alternate route out if their door is 
hot to the touch. Always have two 
ways out! 

Never open doors that are hot 
to the touch.  

Remember to escape first then 
notify the fire department. 

Designate a meeting place out-
side.  

Teach your family to never re-
enter a burning building. 

Make sure you have working 
smoke detectors. The Fire De-
partment recommends install-
ing smoke detectors in all hall-
ways and bedrooms in your 
home, and checking them 
weekly. 

If you are unable to escape, take the fol-
lowing actions: 

Seal all doors and vents to prevent 
smoke from entering the room. 

Open windows if possible, but be sure to 
close them if it draws smoke in. 

Try to call 911 if near a phone. 

Wave a flashlight or light colored cloth 
near the window to signal your location. 

Let the firefighters know where you are 
by making loud noises (banging items 
together, whistling, or calling out). 

  You can find a home fire prevention 
safety checklist as well as an escape plan-
ning grid at:  

http://www.sparky.org/ 

Amy Clark 

 Secondary Teacher   

 Health/PE   

 

 

FEAR OF PHOBIA  

accidents dystychiphobia 

beards pogonophobia 

cats ailurophobia 

dancing chorophobia 

everything panophobia 

fog homichlophobia 

garlic alliumphobia 

halloween samhainophobia 

http://www.sparky.org/


College Entrance 

 Information 
Here is some information for high 
school students who are interested in 
taking the PSAT. 

  

The PSAT is a practice test which 
prepares students for taking college 
admissions tests. There are also two 
more tests which students can take 
for the college admission process.  
The SAT and ACT,  will be addressed 
in the next newsletter. 

  

Students who are in the 10th grade 
should consider taking the PSAT for a 
practice run prior to taking it in 11th 
grade. The scores which students 
earn as 11th grade students, if high 
enough, could qualify them to re-
ceive the National Merit Scholarship. 
This scholarship can be up to $ 
2500.00. That is why it is a good idea 
to practice taking the test in 10th 
grade. 

Your local High School will administer 

the PSAT and each student wanting 
to sign up for the PSAT will need to 
call their local High School right away 
to reserve a spot and pay a fee.   The 
PSAT will be offered around the state 
on two dates only: 

 

OCT. 15th and the 18th 
 Please call your local high school 

and sign up!  

  

NOTE:  Be sure to use the IDEA 
school CODE  

 130064 or we will not get 
the scores. 

 

Computer Software for Test 

Preparation and Practice 
 

www.princetonreview.com 

 ñCracking the SAT/PSAT/ACTò, Test 
taking strategies 

  

WWW.Kaptest.com  

 Kaplan publications and programs. 

  

WWW.collegeboard.com 

  Lots of useful information about col-
lege, publish SAT  

 

WWW.actstudent.org  

 A web site for ACT information   

Counselorõs Corner 

Following the 
light of the 

sun, we left 
the Old 
World.   

Christopher 

Columbus  
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ON-LINE PROGRAMS WITH BRENDA 

Thank-You,  

Melissa Johnson M. Ed 

Guidance Counselor   

Post Falls Resource Center 

208.457.1019 

October continues our new format for I-DEA workshops. Last month, I began offering parent workshops via 
Elluminate every Wednesday afternoon from 12:30 PM – 2:30 PM. Now beginning on October 10, I will be adding a 
Friday morning session for students. Please join me Friday mornings from 9 – 11 AM PST (10 AM– noon in the south). 
Parents are highly encouraged to attend these Friday online learning opportunities with their children. You’ll learn to 
use all the student tools within various programs as well as how to monitor student progress. 

What does this mean for you?  It allows you and your student(s) to take part in training without having to 
leave home. You can participate in this professional development for parents (Wednesdays) right from the comfort of 
your home over the Internet. On Fridays, students will learn how to use such programs as MyAccess, ALEKS and PLATO 
with ease. Watch your email for a link to the Elluminate site. 

Here’s what’s scheduled for October workshops with Brenda: 

October 8 –  MyAccess for Parents  Great Writing Teachers Start with MyAccess 

October 10 – MyAccess  The Best Kept Secret in Writing, or It’s What You Do Up Front That Counts (Parents & Stu-
dents) 

October 15 – ALEKS for Parents  All this and Quick Tables, too? Wow!  

October 17 – ALEKS  Math?  I LOVE IT! (Parents & Students) 

October 22 – PLATO for Parents  Getting started the right way 

October 24 –MyAccess  You mean I get to use all these tools while I’m writing? And it’s not cheating? (Parents &  

Students) 

October 29 – Creativity Express for Parents  How serious art instruction just became a lot of fun 

October 31 – ALEKS  Let’s talk about that Pie Chart and those worksheets (Parents & Students) 

Can’t make it to a Wednesday afternoon or Friday morning Elluminate session? Don’t worry – these sessions will be 

recorded and available for 30 days after the session. NOTE: Elluminate doesn’t work well with dial-up access. You might 

want to plan to visit the closest Resource Center or a nearby library if you are using dial-up to participate in or view 

these sessions. 

http://www.princetonreview.com
http://WWW.Kaptest.com
http://WWW.collegeboard.com
http://WWW.actstudent.org


October 2008 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri  Sat 

   1 

 

2 3 4 

5 6 7 8 9  

Meridian Fire 

 Station #3   

1:30ð2:30 

10 11 

12 13 

 

Columbus Day 

14 

 

Anchor/Portfolio 
Assignment 

help 
11:00 

15 16 17 18 

 

19 20 21 22 23 24     

 

25 

26 

 

27 28 

Anchor/Portfolio 
Assignment 

help 
11:00 

29 30 31  

Secondary 7-12 Portfolio Conferences 

Secondary 7-12 Portfolio Conferences 

Monthly anchor 
assignment due 

Lab:  Future City 1:00 

Lab:  Future City 1:00 

Lab:  Future City 1:00 

PE:  CPR Classñ8:00 am 

PE:   Standard 2 

PE: Basic Anatomy 

IDFY -Danik 
Gymnastics  

4 ï 6 
Elementary 
4:00-5:00 
Secondary 
5:00 ï6:00 

Spirit of Community  
Award Deadline 

Monthly Progress 
updates due 

& Qtr. 1 grades due 

Fire Prevention 

 Week 

National 

Bossõ  

Day 

Mother-in-Law  

Day 

Holiday Card 

Contest Deadline  

Moving Beyond 
the Page  

1:30 p.m. 

ISAT 
 10-12 grade  

9-12:30 

ISAT  
10-12 grades  
10:00-11:30 

The first electronic mail, or 
"email", was sent in 1972 by 

Ray Tomlinson. It was also his 
idea to use the @ sign to sepa-
rate the name of the user from 

the name of the computer. 

Elluminate  

Portfolio  

Workshop  

12:30 ï1:30 

http://www.soulsharbourrescuemission.org/blog/uploaded_images/Boss'-Day-789647.jpg

