
The air is crisp and the leaves are 

turning.  Fall has arrived and you 

are now well into your routine of 

schooling.  I hope you are enjoy-

ing your role as a parent educator 

and your children are learning 

many new and wonderful things. 

 

Fall is also the time when the 

Idaho Achievement Standardized 

Tests (ISAT) is given to our stu-

dents.  In the past, all 3 – 10 grade 

students took the ISATs each fall.  

This year, the State Board of Edu-

cation ruled that all 10th grade 

students and any 11th and 12th 

grade students who have not 

passed the ISATs will take the fall 

ISAT.  All other students in grades 

3rd - 8th and 10th will be taking the 

ISATs in the spring of ’09.   

 

Last spring, I-DEA students did a 

good job on the ISATs.  For the 

first time, our students made Ade-

quate Yearly Progress (AYP).  Meet-

ing AYP is how the State Dept. of 

Education measures academic success 

of public schools.  In order to meet 

AYP, a certain percentage of all stu-

dents must meet proficiency on the 

ISATs.   Here’s how  

I-DEA did: 

Reading Goal:  78% of students reach 

proficiency; the state average is 84%; 

82% of I-DEA’s students reached 

proficiency 

Math Goal:  70% of students reach 

proficiency; the state average is 

80.7%; 71.9% of I-DEA’s students 

reached proficiency 

Language Usage Goal:  78 % of stu-

dents reach proficiency or increase 

the % from the previous year 76.6% 

of I-DEA students reached profi-

ciency.   

 

Although I-DEA did not meet 

the goal, the school did increase 

the Language Usage score from 

the previous year.   

The proficiency goals will con-

tinue to increase, so we have 

our work cut out for us.  If you 

need resources or support in the 

areas of math, reading and/or 

Language Usage, please contact 

your teacher.  I-DEA’s “report 

card” is available on the website 

under “About Us.” 

 

Linda Sterk 

Director, I-DEA 
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Idaho Drug Free Youth Outing 
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Parent to Parent 

Happy fall everyone, 
 
We had a lot of fun at our Back to 
School party in Lewiston.  Thanks 
to Amy Clark for putting on a 
great Field Day.  My favorite ac-
tivity was the stretch and rest! 
 

Pumpkin Patch Community  
Outing:  

Come to the Wilson Banner 
Ranch for a tour of their process-
ing plant and a pumpkin patch 
extravaganza.  The folks at the 
ranch will show us how they get 
the food from the field to the 
market. 
This tour will include: 
   * How farming is important 

   * How to tell good fruit from bad 
   * How to wash, brush, size and   
      grade fruit 
    * How to display the fruit for  
       selling 
    * Hay ride to pick out our prize  
       pump 
       kin 
    * Apples and cider 
 
Where:  16397 Highway 12  
(8 miles west of Clarkston on High-
way 12) 
When:  Friday, October 17th 
2-4 p.m.  Please be on time so we 
can take care of paperwork. 
Cost:  $5 for children, adults are 
free 
Please RSVP to Susie  
Bring something warm to wear and 
letõs enjoy the wonderful fall weather 
so characteristic of our region!  If 
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Inside this issue: 

this tour addresses one or more 
standards for your child, submit 
an instructional support form to 
your contact teacher for possible 
reimbursement.. 
 Iõm looking forward to seeing 
you at all the great events we have 
planned this month!.   
If you have any questions, con-
cerns or comments please feel 
free to contact me.  I am here to 
help you! 
 

Susie MacPherson 
208-877-1550 
susiemacpherson@idahoidea.org 
  

mailto:susiemacpherson@idahoidea.org


 

Community Events for PFRC! 

Way, Post Falls, Idaho 83854.  En-
tries must be received no later than 
Friday, October 31, 2008 to qual-
ify.  Questions? Call Jill @(208)585-
7390 or Kathi @ (208)585-7244. 
 

Attention Young Artists! 
Announcing this yearõs Idaho State 
Department of Education Holiday 
Card Contest. This contest is open 
to all K-6 stu-
dents. The dead-
line for submis-
sion is Friday, 
October 24, 2008. Drawings must 
be mailed to:  
State Department of Education 
Attn: Public Information 
P.O. Box 83720 
Boise, ID 83720-0027 
Winning entries will be announced 

in December. For official rules, 

please visit the State Dept website at 

http://www.sde.idaho.gov/site/

educator_resources/.  

Click on the Holiday Art Contest 

Guidelines tab. 

Prudential Spirit of Community 
Award 

Has your student taken a lead role in 
a community service project over the 
past year? Encourage them to apply 
to be I-DEAõs nominee for the Pru-
dential Spirit of Community 
Award!  I-DEA will be selecting one 
High School (9th-12th) and one Mid-
dle School (5th-8th) applicant.  One 
student from each category will repre-
sent Idaho at the National Award 
Ceremony in Washington D.C. (May 
2-5, 2009).  Each State Honoree will 
receive $1,000 cash, a silver 
medallion and an all-
expense paid trip for the 
student and one guardian 
to the National Award 
Ceremony.  Students who 
are selected for a national award win 
an additional $5000. Visit 
www.prudential.com/spirit to learn 
more and to complete an applica-
tion.  Send two copies of the applica-
tion, along with any background in-
formation (photos, press clippings, 
letters) to:  Deborah Pence, Post Falls 
Resource Center, 1602 D East Seltice 

Workshops 

Safety 

doesnõt 

happen by 

accident. 

 

Author Unknown 
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the course.  If you would 
like to buy a book, you 
may do so by ordering 
from the IDEA curricu-
lum catalog (at your own 
cost). 

 Please bring a sack lunch 

and we will eat to-

gether! 

 

 

First Aid/CPR Certification 

Course 

When:   Tuesday, October 

21st from 9:30 -2:30 

Where:   Health and Welfare 

Office in Moscow 

Who:  I-DEA students 

Instructor:  Amy Clark, I-
DEA Health/PE Teacher 

***This is a great opportunity 
to become certified in First 
Aid and CPR. 

General Information: 

 The cost of the course is 
$6.00, which covers the 
certification card. Please 
bring payment the day of 
the course.  

 You do not need to buy a 
book as one will be pro-
vided for use the day of 

IDFY  
 
Want to learn more about Idaho Drug 
Free Youth (IDFY)?  Service projects, 
volunteering, building community, 
having fun and meeting other teens 
who choose to live a drug, alcohol, and 
substance free lifestyle are some of the 
reasons teens in grades 7-12 have 
joined this organization.  Parents, 
please bring your youth and questions 
to our first meeting 
. 
When:  Friday, October 24th 3-6 p.m. 
Where:  Eggan Youth Center Moscow 
What:  Our first activity will be to rake 
the leaves out of several yards in the 
neighborhood.  We will then eat some 
pizza and have our first meeting.   

Parents and teens, come 
join us for our first IDFY 
meeting.  This is a great 
way to do community ser-
vice and know that your 
kids are in a safe environ-
ment. 

Anchor Assignment Assistance 
(AAA) & Portfolio Help 

Are you worried about getting 
those High School anchor assign-
ments done on time? Come get 
assistance from the IDEA staff. 
We will be available at the 
dates/times/locations listed below 
to offer whatever assistance is 
needed. Please bring a copy of the 
assignments that youõre wanting 
help with, and any materials that 
might be needed. See you there! 

 

Post Falls Resource Center:   

Thursday Oct 9th  

PFRC 10-3pm  

 

Lewiston: LCSC room 143 

 Friday October 10th  

1-3 pm 

http://www.sde.idaho.gov/site/educator_resources/
http://www.sde.idaho.gov/site/educator_resources/
http://www.prudential.com/spirit


Fire Safety at Home 
        Did you know that on average, you 
have less than six minutes to escape in the 
event of a home fire? Do you know what the 
leading causes of home fires are? October is 
Fire Safety Month, and there is no better 
time to talk with your children about pre-
venting fires and staying safe should a fire 
occur in your home. 

In the case of a fire, the United States 

Fire Administration recommends that 

you do the following: 
Teach your family to stop, drop to 

the ground, and roll if their 
clothes catch  
fire. 

Stay Low and Go! Smoke is very 
dangerous.  Since smoke and 
heat rise during a fire, there is 
cleaner, cooler, and safer air near 
the floor. 

 Make sure everyone in your family 
knows and practices escape 
routes from  every room in your 

home, especially their own bed-
room. One good strategy is to 
have your children construct a 
model of their bedroom and 
discuss their alternate route out 
if their door is hot to the 
touch. Always have two ways 
out! 

Never open doors that are hot to the 
touch.  

Remember to escape first then notify 
the fire department. 

Designate a meeting place outside.  
Teach your family to never re-enter a 

burning building. 
 Make sure you have working smoke 

detectors. The Fire Department 
recommends installing smoke 
detectors in all hallways and bed-
rooms in your home, and check-
ing them weekly. 

If you are unable to escape, take the fol-
lowing actions: 

Seal all doors and vents to prevent 
smoke from entering the room. 

Open windows if possible, but be sure 
to close them if it draws smoke in. 

Try to call 911 if near a phone. 
Wave a flashlight or light colored cloth 

near the window to signal your 
location. 

Let the firefighters know where you are 
by making loud noises (banging 
items together, whistling, or calling 
out). 

  You can find a home fire prevention 
safety checklist as well as an escape 
planning grid at:  
 

http://www.sparky.org/ 
 

 
 
 
 
Amy Clark 
Secondary Teacher 
Health/PE   

Fire Safety Month 
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We are on the Web! 

www.idahoidea.org 

PF Resource Center Contact information: 

Rachel Happeny, Receptionist 

Monday ðFriday 8:30 am -4:30 pm 

208-457-1019 

rhappeny@idahoidea.org 

Post Falls Regional Staff: 

Deb Pence: Admin/Secondary Principal deborahpence@idahoidea.org  

Melissa Johnson: Counselor  melissajohnson@idahoidea.org  

Keith Myers: Secondary Math keithmyers@idahoidea.org  

Amy Clark: Secondary Health/PE  amyclark@idahoidea.org 

Lois Bly: Contact Teacher  loisbly@idahoidea.org  

Susie MacPherson: Community Coordinator  susiemacpherson@idahoidea.org 

 

http://www.sparky.org/
http://www.sparky.org/


College Entrance Information 

 The PSAT is a practice test 
which prepares students for taking 
college admissions tests. There are 
also two more tests which students 
can take for the college admission 
process.  The SAT and ACT, I will 
address these in the next newsletter. 

 Students who are in the 
10th grades should consider taking 
the PSAT for a practice run and 
then again in 11th grade. The scores 
which students earn as 11th grade 
students, if high enough, could qual-
ify students to receive the National 
Merit Scholarship. This scholarship 
can be up to $ 2500.00. That is why 
it is a good idea to practice taking 
the test in 10th grade and then retake 
in the 11th grade. 

 There will be a workshop 
in the Post Falls Resource Center on 
October 7th this workshop is de-
signed to introduce students to test 

item formats, structure and content 
of multiple choice tests.  There are 
many strategies students should be 
aware of in preparation for college 
entrance exams.  This workshop is 
open to all high school students. 
Please register for the workshop 
with Rachel Happeny ð 457.1019-   
the workshop will begin at 1:30pm 
and end a 3:30pm 

 Your local High School 
will administer the PSAT and each 
student wanting to sign up for the 
PSAT will need to call their local 
High School and pay a fee.  Please 
do this as soon as possible.  The 
PSAT will be offered around the 
state on two dates only,  OCT. 15th 
and the 18th.  Please call your 
local high school and sign up! 

 

NOTE:  Be sure to use the 

IDEA school CODE 130064 

 

Canõt make it to a Wednesday after-

noon or Friday morning Elluminate 

session? Donõt worry ð these sessions 

will be recorded and available for 30 

days after the session.  

NOTE: Elluminate doesnõt work 

well with dial-up access. You might 

want to plan to visit the closest Re-

source Center or a nearby library if 

you are using dial-up to participate in 

or view these sessions. 

 

 

 

 

 

Brenda Hayes 

Online Curriculum Supervisor 

Counselors Corner 

 

Page 4 NEWSLETTER TITLE 

Online Programs with Brenda! 

October continues our new 
format for I-DEA workshops. Last 
month, I began offering parent work-
shops via Elluminate every Wednesday 
afternoon from 12:30 PM ð 2:30 PM 
PST. Now beginning on October 10, I 
will be adding a Friday morning session 
for students. Please join me Friday 
mornings from 9 ð 11 AM PST (10 
AMð noon in the south). Parents are 
highly encouraged to attend these Fri-
day online learning opportunities with 
their children. Youõll learn to use all the 
student tools within various programs 
as well as how to monitor student pro-
gress. 

What does this mean for 

you?  It allows you and your student(s) 

to take part in training without having 

to leave home. You can participate in 

this professional development for par-

ents (Wednesdays) right from the com-

fort of your home over the Internet. 

On Fridays, students will learn how to 

use such programs as MyAccess, 

ALEKS and PLATO with ease. Watch 

your email for a link to the Elluminate 

site. 

 

IŜǊŜΩǎ ǿƘŀǘΩǎ ǎŎƘŜŘǳƭŜŘ ŦƻǊ       
October workshops with Brenda: 

October 8 ς  MyAccess for Parents  
Great Writing Teachers Start with 
MyAccess 

October 10 ς MyAccess  The Best 
YŜǇǘ {ŜŎǊŜǘ ƛƴ ²ǊƛǘƛƴƎΣ ƻǊ LǘΩǎ ²Ƙŀǘ 
You Do Up Front That Counts 

October 15 ς ALEKS for Parents  All 
this and Quick Tables, too? Wow! 

October 17 ς ALEKS  Math?  I LOVE 
IT! 

October 22 ς PLATO for Parents  
Getting started the right way 

October 24 ςMyAccess  You mean I 
ƎŜǘ ǘƻ ǳǎŜ ŀƭƭ ǘƘŜǎŜ ǘƻƻƭǎ ǿƘƛƭŜ LΩƳ 
ǿǊƛǘƛƴƎΚ !ƴŘ ƛǘΩǎ ƴƻǘ ŎƘŜŀǘƛƴƎΚ 

October 29 ς Creativity Express for 
Parents  How serious art instruction 
just became a lot of fun 

October 31 ς ALEKS  [ŜǘΩǎ ǘŀƭƪ ŀōƻǳǘ 
that Pie Chart and those worksheets 

Useful References:  

Computer Software for Test 

Preparation and Practice 

www.princetonreview.com  

ά/ǊŀŎƪƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ {!¢κt{!¢κ!/¢έΣ 

Test taking strategies 

WWW.Kaptest.com  Kaplan 

publications and programs. 

WWW.collegeboard.com  Lots 

of useful information about 

college, publish SAT  

WWW.actstudent.org  A web 

site for ACT information   

Information on Test Dates and 

Sites 

WWW.ets.org            

For SAT and PSAT   

WWW.act.org             

For ACT and PLAN   
 

  

 

I not only 
use all the 

brains that I 
have, but all 

that I can 
borrow.  

 
Woodrow 

Wilson  

http://www.princetonreview.com/
http://www.princetonreview.com/
http://www.princetonreview.com/
http://www.kaptest.com/
http://www.kaptest.com/
http://www.collegeboard.com/
http://www.collegeboard.com/
http://www.collegeboard.com/
http://www.actstudent.org/
http://www.actstudent.org/
http://www.ets.org/
http://www.ets.org/
http://www.act.org/
http://www.act.org/


Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri 

Fire Safety Month 

 

 

 

 

Fire Safety Month 

 

1   2  

 

State In -Service 

Day No School  

3   

 

State In -Service 

Day No School  

6  

 

7  

ISAT Testing in 

Deary  

8             

MyAccess for Parents  

ISAT Testing 

in Deary  

9  10  

MyAccess Elluminate  

Anchor Assignment 

Assistance (AAA) @ 

LCSC  

13  
14  

 

 

Sign up due date for 

CPR/1st aid class  

15  

 

 

 ALEKS for Parents  

16  

 

17 Pumpkin 

Patch Outing  

Anchor Assignment 

Due  

ALEKS  

20  

 

 

21  

 

 

CPR/1st Aid Class  

 

22  

 

Plato for Parents  

Secondary Portfolio 

Conferences  

23   

 

 

Secondary Portfolio 

Conferences  

24  

MyAccess Elluminate  

Holiday card deadline  

IDFY Meeting  

Secondary Portfolio 

Conferences  

27  

 

 

Secondary Portfolio 

Conferences  

28  

 

 

Secondary Portfolio 

Conferences  

29  

Creativity Express for 

Parents  

Secondary Portfolio 

Conferences  

30  31  

Quarter 1 Grades Due  

ALEKS Elluminate  

Prudential Award   

entry deadline  

October 2008  

*Remember to call your local high school to find out if they will be offering the PSAT on OCT 15th or OCT 18th  


