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The air is crisp and the leaves are turning.
Fall has arrived and you are now well into
your routine of schooling. I hope you are
enjoying your role as a parent educator
and your children are learning many new
and wonderful things.

Fall is also the time when the Idaho
Achievement Standardized Tests (ISAT) is
given to our students. In the past, all 3 —
10 grade students took the ISATs each fall.
This year, the State Board of Education
ruled that all 10" grade students and any
11th and 12th grade students who have not
passed the ISATs will take the fall ISAT.
All other students in grades 3™ - 8th and
10™ will be taking the ISATSs in the spring
of *09.

Last spring, I-DEA students did a good job
on the ISATs. For the first time, our stu-
dents made Adequate Yearly Progress
(AYP). Meeting AYP is how the State
Dept. of Education measures academic
success of public schools. In order to meet
AYP, a certain percentage of all students
must meet proficiency on the ISATs.

Here’s how I-DEA did:

Reading Goal: 78% of students
reach proficiency; the state
average is 84%;

82% of I-DEA’s students
reached proficiency

Math Goal: 70% of students reach
proficiency; the state average is
80.7%;

71.9% of I-DEA’s students
reached proficiency

Language Usage Goal: 78 % of stu-
dents reach proficiency or
increase the % from the previ-
ous year
76.6% of I-DEA students

reached proficiency.
Although I-DEA did not
meet the goal, the school
did increase the Language
Usage score from the previ-
ous year.

The proficiency goals will continue to
increase, so we have our work cut out
for us. If you need resources or support
in the areas of math, reading and/or
Language Usage, please contact your
teacher. I-DEA’s “report card” is avail-
able on the website under “About Us.”

Linda Sterk
Director, - DEA

Parent to Parent

Hello! My name is Mariann Olsen. I am
the Community Coordinator for the South-
east Region, Idaho Falls area. Ihave 7
children, and have taught them at home for
the last 9 years. 1look forward to serving
you in your home educating journey.

Do you ever get “stuck in a rut” of bore-
dom? Here are a few ideas to “take a
break” and spice things up with your chil-
dren:

Plan a field trip**, visit a museum, visit a
historical site, go to the zoo, go to the li-
brary, attend a livestock auction, make up a
game, play a game, read out loud, watch a
movie based on one of your favorite books
and compare the differences, do a puzzle,
get a roll of newsprint and make murals, go
outside and enjoy the first snowfall, play
outside in the rain, cook something new,
pop popcorn in the air popper with the lid
off (on a sheet), go to the pet store, write a
poem-taking turns one sentence at a time,
tell a story-taking turns one sentence at a
time, take an internet field trip (google
searches are great!).

**Field Trips: Many local businesses are
willing to give tours of their businesses to
small groups. Call and schedule in advance
with a business that interests your family!

On The Lighter Side....

How does a homeschooler change a light-
bulb?

First, mom checks three books on electricity
out of the library, then the kids make models
of light bulbs, read a biography of Thomas
Edison and do a skit based on his life.

Next, everyone studies the history of lighting
methods, wrapping up with dipping their
own candles.

Next, everyone takes a trip to the store
where they compare types of light bulbs as
well as prices and figure out how much
change they'll get if they buy two bulbs for
$1.99 and pay with a five dollar bill.

On the way home, a discussion develops
over the history of money and also Abraham
Lincoln, as his picture is on the five dollar
bill.

Finally, after building a homemade ladder
out of branches dragged from the woods, the
light bulb is installed.

And there is light.

Have A Great October!!
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http://www.backwoodshome.com/articles/williams45.html
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Experience is the
teacher of all

things.”

Julius Caeser

Workshops

Rocks On The Road with the Idaho Museum of Natural History:
Friday, October 24, 2008 10:00 — 2:00 Idaho Museum of Natural History

Come and explore geology in the field. Learn how to keep a field notebook, identify rocks and minerals, and where to look for them.

Things to bring: field journal (ask Michelle Rightler for instructions how to make one or you can buy a mini composition book), pencil,
Ziploc baggies, pencils with erasers and sharpie marker.

Twin Falls Secondary Help Days
Friday, October 10, 2008 9:30-3:30 Barnes & Noble, 1485 East Pole Line Road

Need assistance with secondary issues, including but not limited to curriculum, science, math, and anchor assignments? Contact Teacher
Michelle Rightler will be available to meet with you.

First Aid/CPR Class

October 8-10 8:00 - 3:00 See calendar for city locations  Class locations will be given at time of RSVP

Open to IDEA students grades 7-12. There are only 12 slots per class available so please RSVP to Jerri by Oct. 6. After Oct. 6, any slots
that are available may be filled by parents of the students taking the course. Remember, it is a first come, first serve basis. There will be

a cost of $10.00 per IDEA student to cover the certification card, anyone else taking the course the cost will be $40 ($30 class, $10 certi-
fication card).

Regularly Scheduled Elluminate Help Sessions:
Science Help: Thursdays 12-1 mountain Click the link HERE

Math Help: Thursdays 1-3 mountain Click the link HERE

Community Events

Prudential Spirit of Community Award

What: Community Service Award. State winners receive $1,000 plus a trip to Washington D.C.; National winners receive $5,000 plus
$5,000 for the charity of their choice. Who: Students 5™-12 grade involved in community service during the last 12 months. I-DEA will
select one High School (9th-12th) and one Middle School (5th-8th) nominee for the state Prudential Spirit of Community Award judg-
ing. Deadlines: Send two copies of the application, along with any back ground information (photos, press clippings, letters) to: Deb-
orah Pence, Post Falls Resource Center, 1602 D East Seltice Way, Post Falls, ID 83854. Entries must be received no later than Friday,
October 31, 2008 to qualify. Visit www.prudential.com/spirit for applications and more information. Contact: Jill (208) 585-7390 or
Kathi (208)585-7244.

Attention Young Artists!

Announcing this year’s Idaho State Department of Education Holiday Card Contest. This contest is open to all K-6 students. Winning
entries will be announced in December. To help streamline the contest, this year we are sending all entries in as a school. For official
rules, email Carrie Churba at carriechurba@idahoidea.org She must receive all entries by October 17!

Craters of the Moon Outing

When: October 3 at 10:45am Cost: Free if you attend the orientation at 11am, $8 otherwise Details: Meet at the Craters of the Moon
Visitors Center, Orientation at 11, Lunch 11:15-12, followed by visiting the Park’s formations together. Bring: Community Outing
Permission forms, lunch, water, sunscreen, and dress for the weather. Contact Person: Please RSVR Michelle Funderburg

East Idaho Pumpkin Walk Outing

Annual themed pumpkin display—2008 theme “Only in America” —very family friendly, nothing scary. When: October 31, 1:00.
Where: Located at North Bingham County Park, 587 East 1250 North, Shelley, Idaho 83274 Cost: $0.25 or one can of food per person
Contact Person: Mariann Olsen

Paul Pumpkin Patch Outing..

When: Friday, October 24 at 1pm. Details: Bring a pumpkin fact (if you participated last year, bring a new fact) and a treat to share
made from pumpkins. Pumpkins are $1.00 and up. Where: Take Hwy 27 (600 W) into Paul from exit 208 about watch for the pumpkin
signs. Contact Person: Carrie Churba

Information Sessions:
Know someone interested in I-DEA? The majority of families with our school are here because of word-of-mouth from existing families.
Info-session times and locations are posted on the calendar. Thanks for sharing!


mailto:jerrifry@idahoidea.org
http://www.prudential.com/spirit
mailto:carriechurba@idahoidea.org
mailto:michellefunderburg@idahoidea.org
https://sas.elluminate.com/m.jnlp?sid=1111&password=M.B1E629DD9BC0BD8A5FE0E63A813008
https://sas.elluminate.com/site/external/jwsdetect/meeting.jnlp?sid=1111&password=M.FAFB48A97B9ED899D7B7BD9C3BB561

Fire Safety at Home

Did you know that on average, you have less than six
minutes to escape in the event of a home fire? Do you
know what the leading causes of home fires are? Octo-
ber is Fire Safety Month,and there is no better time to
talk with your children about preventing fires and stay-
ing safe should a fire occur in your home.

In the case of a fire, the United States Fire Admini-

stration recommends that you do the following:
Teach your family to stop, drop to the
ground, and roll if their clothes catch
fire.

. Stay Low and GoBmoke is very dan-
gerous. Since smoke and heat rise during
a fire, there is cleaner, cooler, and safer
air near the floor.

. Make sure everyone in your family
knows and practices escape routes from
every roomin your home, especially
their own bedroom. One good strategy is
to have your children construct a model
of their bedroom and discuss their alter-
nate route out if their door is hot to the
touch. Always have two ways out!

. Never open doors that are hot to the
touch.

. Remember to escape first then notify the
fire department.

Designate a meeting place outside.
Teach your family to never re-enter a
burning building.

Make sure you have working smoke
detectors. The Fire Department recom-
mends installing smoke detectors in all
hallways and bedrooms in your home,
and checking them weekly.

If you are unable to escape, take the following

actions:

You can find a home fire prevention safety check-

Seal all doors and vents to prevent smoke
from entering the room.

Open windows if possible, but be sure to
close them if it draws smoke in.

Try to call 911 if near a phone.

Wave a flashlight or light colored cloth near
the window to signal your location.

Let the firefighters know where you are by
making loud noises (banging items together,
whistling, or calling out).

list as well as an escape planning grid ittp://
www.sparky.org/

Detectors
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Southeast Resource Staff:

IDAHO Contact information:
Jerri Fry SERC Receptionist

Monday dFriday 9-5
A CADEMY 208-238-1388

Educating Through Partnership One Child at a Time

DiIsSTANCE
EbucATiON

jerrifry@idahoidea.org

Jason Bransford: Admin/Social Studiegasonbransford@idahoidea.org

Michelle Rightler: Biology michellerightler@idahoidea.org

Melinda Campbell: Englishmelindacampbell@idaho.idea.org

Andrea BuckBaker: Contact Teacheandreabuckbaker@idahoidea.org

Jennifer Aiton: Secondary Musigenniferaiton@idahoidea.org

Michelle Funderburg: Community Coordinatormichellefunderburg@idahoidea.org

Paula Way: Contact Teachepaulaway@idahoidea.org

Duane Blackburn: Special Educatiorduaneblackburn@idahoidea.org

Mary Thompson: Contact Teacher/IDLA Site Coordinatormarythompson@idahoidea.org

Amber Stimpson: Contact Teacheamberstimpson@idahoidea.org

Terri Meyer: Business Teacheterrimeyer@idahoidea.org

Carrie Churba: Community Coordinatorcarriechurba@idahoidea.org

Jennifer Mechan: Art & Contact Teachejennifermecham@idahoidea.org


http://www.sparky.org/
http://www.sparky.org/
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IDEA Central Services
has a list of various
books for sale.
Please contact Jerri
at the resource

center for more

information and

book list.

Counselorodos Corner

Here is some information for high school students who are interested in taking the PSAT.

The PSAT is a practice test which prepares students for taking college admissions tests. There are also two more tests which
students can take for the college admission process. The SAT and ACT, will be addressed in the next newsletter.

Students who are in the 10" grades should consider taking the PSAT for a practice run prior to taking it 11™ grade. The scores
which students earn as 11™ grade students, if high enough, could qualify students to receive the National Merit Scholarship. This scholar-
ship can be up to $ 2500.00. That is why it is a good idea to practice taking the test in 10™ grade.

Your local High School will administer the PSAT and each student wanting to sign up for the PSAT will need to
call their local High School right away to reserve a spot and pay a fee. The PSAT will be offered around the state on two dates only,
OCT. 15™ and the 18™. Please call your local high school and sign up!

NOTE: Be sure to use the IDEA school CODE 130064 or we will not get the scores.
Useful References:
Computer Software for Test Preparation and Practice

www.princetonreview.com “Cracking the SAT/PSAT/ACT”, Test taking strategies

WWW.Kaptest.com Kaplan publications and programs.
WWW.collegeboard.com Lots of useful information about college, publish SAT

WWW.actstudent.org A web site for ACT information
Information on Test Dates and Sites

WWW.ets.org  For SAT and PSAT

WWW.act.org  For ACT and PLAN

Qi

Online Programs with Brenda!

October continues our new format for I-DEA workshops. Last month, I began offering parent workshops via Elluminate every Wednes-
day afternoon from 11:30 PM - 1:30 PM MST. Now beginning on October 10, I will be adding a Friday morning session for students.
Please join me Friday mornings from 8-10 AM MST (10 AM—noon in the south). Parents are highly encouraged to attend thses Friday
online learning opportunities with their children. You’ll learn to use all the student tools within various programs as well as how to
monitor student progress.

‘What does this mean for you? It allows you and your student(s) to take part in training without having to leave home. You can partici-
pate in this professional development for parents (Wednesdays) right from the comfort of your home over the Internet. On Fridays, stu-
dents will learn how to use such Iprograms as MyAccess, ALEKS and PLATO with ease. Watch your email for a link to the Ellumintate
site.

Here’s what’s scheduled for October workshops with Brenda:

October 8 — MyAccess for Parents Great Writing Teachers Start with MyAccess

October 10 — MyAccess The Best Kept Secret in Writing, or It’s What You Do Up Front That Counts
October 15 — ALEKS for Parents All this and Quick Tables, too? Wow!

October 17 — ALEKS Math? 1LOVE IT!

October 22 — PLATO for Parents Getting started the right way

October 24 —MyAccess You mean I get to use all these tools while I’'m writing? And it’s not cheating?
October 29 — Creativity Express for Parents How serious art instruction just became a lot of fun
October 31 — ALEKS Let’s talk about that Pie Chart and those worksheets

Can’t make it to a Wednesday afternoon or Friday morning Elluminate session? Don’t worry — these sessions will be recorded and avail-
able for 30 days after the session. NOTE: Elluminate doesn’t work well with dial-up access. You might want to plan to visit the closest
Resource Center or a nearby library if you are using dial-up to participate in or view these sessions.


http://www.princetonreview.com
http://WWW.Kaptest.com
http://WWW.collegeboard.com
http://WWW.actstudent.org
http://WWW.ets.org
http://WWW.act.org
mailto:jerrifry@idahoidea.org

All Grades Due Dates - Red

All Grades - Black
High School - Purple
Elementary - Green

Portfolio Conferences Grades 7-12

Monday Tuesday | Wednesday| Thursday Friday
1 2 3
. L.F. Secondary/ . Craters of the Moon
Portfolio Help Outing 10:45am
at the I.F. Public
Library 1-4 @
<:! 31
6 7 8 9 10
.T.F.CPR 8-3 .ILF.CPR 8-3 .SERC CPR 8-3
Grades 7-12 Grades 7-12 Grades 7-12
.T.F. Secondary/
Portfolio Help at Barns
& Noble 10-4
13 14 15 16 17
.l.F. Secondary/ . Anchor
Portfolio Help Assignments
at the I.F. Public Due
Library 10-4
. Card Contest Due
20 21 22 23 24 5 A
. Information Session . Information Session . Science Friday
Burley L.F. IMNH 10-2
Lost but Found I.LF. Public Library Rocks on the Road
Books 1:30 1:.00 . Pumpkin Patch
Burley
Portfolio Conferences Grades 7-12
27 28 29 30 31
. Information Session . gflljrnpkiq \é\éalk
. elley 1:
SERC 3:00 « Monthly Updates
Due
« Spirit of

Community Due




