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From our Director

~Contributed by Jason Bransford, dDEA Director

October marks the point in the
school year where the
onewnessdé of the
worn off and most students are
settling in to a routine. It is only
natural that some students get bored
around this time of year. There are a
few things that | used to do as a
teacher that helped to keep boredom
from setting in. | will outline three of
them below:

e  Tell Stories - A growing body
of research states the power of
stories in helping student recall
information at a future date.
People are more captivated by
stories than they are by most
other presentation methods.
Whether you find a personal
experience or an experience
from another source, share
stories related to the subject
matter - your children will
remember the information

better.

e  Look into the future - With

nearly any subject, predictions
s cdbQLtHe fudlire &ré a ghedt Way

to get students thinking about
how a subject may change over
time. You will be surprised at
how creative children can be
when making predictions. | used
to ask high school US Govern-
ment students to predict what
the subject of the next
Constitutional amendment
would be and explain why.
Another option would be to ask

Issue 3

children out
to these field
trips. When |
take my kids
to I-DEA
field trips,
they always :
learn and make great
memories. In addition to -DEA
field trips, parents should look
for opportunities to get their
kids to museums, exhibits, and
other opportunities to expand

their childrenosg

a student to predict how a story These are just some ideas to help kids
will end and why they think that.keep focused and enjoy school.
The possibilities are endless wititontact teachers are a great resource

this approach.
e  Fieldtrips - Our Community

for specific ideas to help you and your
children enjoy the experience of

Coordinators plan the best field gchqoling at home. I encourage you to

trips | have seen in any school. |
wish that | had had these field

utilize your contact teacher for help

trips when | was  growing up. Iand ideas in any aspect of schooling.

encourage you to get your

Parent to Parent

~Contributed by Community Coordinators Carrie Churba and Karen Bartlett

N ow is a great time to start
your student portfolio conferences.
The time to meet with your contact
teacher for these very important
student celebrations will be here

before you know it.

Why do we need portfolios??

chance to show what they have

of all the work they have done during

certain wayd just check with your

getting your ideas together for learned. It also makes them feel proudtontact teacher. Your contact teacher

will also have an example of a portfolio

the semester. In addition, it provides & you are worried and would like to
sense of not only accomplishment, bugee one.

also validation that your children are
progressing, they are learning, and th
are being successful. The portfolio
becomes a very important piece of

There are so many reasons for these €Vvidence for some of you who have

little gems. A standardsased portfo-
lio gives our contact teachers an

naysayers in your families about your
critical decision to school some or all

ongoing conversation with our child af your children at home.

well as with ourselves. When our
children are given a chance to share
what they have learned it reinforces
that learning. They become more
precise in
skills. Our students will receive feed-
back from family members, teachers,
and friends. They will begin to see
their achievements and begin
setting future learning goals of their

explaining their ideas an

One of the most important things:
Donét ovelr think

Remember this is a celebration of
hat your child has learned. Be
reative and have fun putting these

together. You can use binders,

notebooks, or file folders to hold
portfolios. Try using pictures, videos,

metimes we all need help with our
ideas to put these things together. If
you need help please feel free to ask
your contact teacher or community
coordinator for ideas we are here for

you.

Here are some tips to put your

portfolio together:
ItBe sure t
name on it
Organize by subject

Label each statetandard

0 put

Portfolios can be easy and fun for
everyone involved if you are prepared.
Keep in mind, this is a chance for your

and drawings in them. It does not havgy,dent to show off what they have

to be just worksheets.Some teachers

own. | have talked with some studentsh_:‘quil,e portfolios to be organized a

and have been told they like the

done and learned. Keep it fun!!!

your
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Students participating in
the Extended Reading
Program. olt
dent 6s favori
about school,
parent.

k e

who gives you

ol I

something to
think about

besides

Watering the Mind
~Contributed by Kendal

What a fantastic way tetart
off the next school month by
continuing to
mindll dondt mean
under a showerhead or sprinkler.
I mean watering their minds with
the things they need to be
successful this yealVater is
essential for all living things so
_here are some ideas you might
\A?ant[t’b)r:lncérﬂ)ot‘ate into your
teag ﬁrghYou might
even want to take some pictures

t
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Fleshman Contact Teacher

get a seed and plant the seed in glants. Have

cup. Explain that they will be
taking care of a living thingthen

wusd amatheryseed that willmét bedadplant cell

giveruttie egsénalmto

survive. Have students choose
two non-living items.Give one
the same attention as the living
seed and see if the ndiving item
will grow. Have students record
their observation as a picture or
words in a journal.Chart for at

least three weeks.

of some of these processes or usfor Grades 4 -8, ask your child

some of the activities to share
with your contact teacher

during portfolio conferences.

For Grades K -3, ask your child
why is water needed for
plan DISCUSS liying. and
3hon- tﬁ\n&s ba &tudents
create a list of living and
nortliving things.Discuss what
living things need. Ask if you
water, feed, or give sun to a
nontliving thing. Would it have
the same resultsMave students

why water is needed for

plants. Have students describe
what living things need to
survive. Discuss with your child
how important we are to plants
and how important plants are to
us. Explain how we get our food
and how plants make their food

through photosynthesis.

For Grades 9-12, ask your child
why water is needed for

plants. Have students look up
online the watering process for

them make an
illustration of

receiving the |
water. Talk ,4%‘
about osmosis

with your student and how the
plant cell regulates that water
balance.Share that water is vital
in maintaining the plant's
structure. Have your student
experiment with whether dis-
tilled, bottled, rain, or tap water is
best for keeping plants alive. Ask
your student to write up their
experiment using a lab report

format.

Just like plants, our minds need to
be maintained with the crucial
ingredients needed for living
things to survive.Your brain is a
living organ that needs to be fed
as well. Knowledge, studying, and

learning will feed the brain.

Online Programs with Diane fi Searching for

homewor kpf@rmation

~Edith Ann (Lily Tomlin)

Apangeal earning

Rii-iidesom

~Contributed by Diane Neal, Online Curriculum Supervisor

F expected to learn how to write
informational/research reports. At
third grade the standard is to write
an informational paragraph with a
main idea and details. With each
grade, the student is expected to
carry that skill to a higher level into
report, essay, or formal research
project. Today,
of their research on the Internet.
They begin by searching for
information on their topic through a
search engine. There are many

search engines to choose from, and

some are safer for children than
others. Kidfriendly search engines
work hard to weed out information
that is not appropriate for children.
Some of my favorites are;
www.askkids.comwww.iseek.com
www.yahooligans.comandhttp://

www.kidsclick.orgl As always,
parents should be nearby when

children are searching for information

on the Internet.

students do much

rom an early age, students are Once your child has searched their o \When was the

topic and is faced with many websites  information pu

to choose from, the next step is
determining if the information is

accurate. Here are some questions

to ask yourself:

e Who put this information on the
& Internet?Look for an author on
the webpage.
you might be skeptical of its

I f

there?ls

there a date et
on the page? =
For some topics

have up to date information. Yogl
|

can usually find a date if you scr:
yioghe bogtemmotthe pagge. n d
e |s the information meant to be

accuracy. What kind of website is  serious or a jokerhis might be

it? Do you know what the

following abbreviations at the end

of aweb address mean?
.com - This is a commercial

site. It might want to sell you
something.

.org 0 This site is sponsored
by an organization. Is it an

organization with a reputation

you trust?
.gov 8 This is a government
sponsored site.

.edu 3 This site is connected to ®
a school or educational agency
.mil 8 This is a site sponsored

by the military

harder for younger students to
determine.

e |s the information biased@ain,
younger students might not have
the critical reading skills to
determine this. Check what kind
of site itis. Ifitis from an
organization, they might have
views favoring one viewpoint.
Check to see if they have links to
their sources.

level or is it scientifically based?

Cont. page 5

Who is the information meant for?
Children? Adults? Is it at an amat

o ne

eur

(2]
on


http://www.askkids.com
http://www.iseek.com
http://www.yahooligans.com
http://www.kidsclick.org/
http://www.kidsclick.org/

I-DEA Southeast Newsletter October 2009

Ask a Teachem Understanding the State Standards

~Contributed by Regina Turner, Contact Teacher; Music/Art/Social Studies Teacher

_ We completed the first week portfolios. From there, you can break up
of school. How do I know if ¢  Next, take a look at the the material for the quarter

we are on track for meeting the standards and your curriculum.  into nine weeks. Remember
standards for our classes? For instance, look through to leave room for special
your student ds npaojedis and@asséssmentsd
find out which chapters cover
the various standards. If somelf you are using a Top Pick, you can
covered, | suggest that you have chosen to use for your
contact your Contact TeacherSt udent 6s cour se

- What a great question!

Using or developing a Pacing
Guide is a great way to stay organ-
ized for the year. The following
steps will help you set up the pacing
for the coursework your students

! ’ . to talk about suggested Syllabus on the DEA website, or / W
will be completing this school year. supplemental materials that ask you Contact Teacher to help ‘Tp,
e  The best thing to do is to start will cover the missing you locate one. Your contact :

by printing the Idaho Content teacher can also assist you in this

Standards f h of th standards. ; - Regina Turner
ol :sleasryf)ucr)rs?l?;en?s arz e  Finally, divide up the chapters process if yOL,J would fike help.
and standards into four Happy Planning!

enrolled in. | suggest placing

these into your SEfid%QnGipreash quarter.

Ask a Community Coordinator i Field Trips

~Contributed by Carrie Churba, Community Coordinator Magic Valley Area

_ Does FDEA offer field trips 1) Newsletter, happening in your area as well as
and how do | find out about - 2) |- DEA Website, others areas. You are always
them? 3) Contacting your community welcome to attend any event across

-Short answe Yes! coordinator for information. the state. Keep in mind, some
Community outings are events require a RSVP. Itis

generally offered once a month First, information on all upcoming

across the state. These outings vargvents is listed in the regional

in the type of activity offered and monthly newsletter. You will find

typically include a wide range of agénformation on community events .

levels. Some outings are offered in jisted under the Community Events 2t€ndees. Third, contact your

your Iocgl.area} while others requiresection of the newsletter as well as Community Coordinator for

e e e o he e Youcan iy OTELOn youtavesgrestien 5L
. access information from our y outingfeel free to arrie -hurba

sure to be worth it! share it with your Community

o websitewww.idahoidea.orgClick .
There are thre_:e ways to inquire 1 ihe map to access information Coordinator.
about events in your area:

important to follow through with
this as some outings require a
minimum or maximum number of

Ask Administration i Prepared for High School

~Contributed by Deb Pence, Secondary Principal

_ What can | do to ensure  Pre-Algebra is no longer an the early grades on the
my child is prepared for  acceptable option for high schoolfundamental skill of reading, it is
high school? math; & graders must important to remember that math
demonstrate mastery of a and writing are also fundamentals

A - Parents of K8 students
should be aware that the
expectations for skills for8
graders entering high school are
higher now than ever before. The,
good news is that knowledge of
what lies ahead will only help you
in preparing your child for when
that time comes! Students
entering high school in the state
of Idaho are expected to be able
to enter at least an Algebra
I-level course in the ©grade.

minimum of PreAlgebraprior to  and should comprise a portion of
entering high school. This meanseach school day per the

the stronger foundation in math arecommendations in the

child is provided in the early yearg|ementary Course Catalog.

will only benefit the student later

on. Additionally, a heavy emphasis

in high school (and college) is

placed on the ability to write. Deb Pence
Elementary students around the

state are practicingomposition

skills as early as'igrade, along

with practice in handwriting skills.

While we certainly put focus in
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From our Regional Director

~Contributed by Jason Bransford, Director of the Southeast Resource Center

would like to briefly address build their resumes for future activities find their application for

the need for students to get endeavors. Student Council and colleges, jobs, and scholarships
involved in extracurricular Idaho Drug Free Youth (IDFY) much more fruitful. We want our
opportunities in their area. It has are both IDEA sponsored and  students to be as successful as
been said that abeaffereeidanumberio n possible in their future endeavors

system i sndt WwWolgchtibns Sthte@ifle. | T 1 t and | believe this is one way that
teaches young people how to they can set themselves up for
make a | iving bWhethedyoechaoseto t e a Gltcess.

them how t o ma kparticgpatd in ah-BEAS

Learning to serve others is the extra-curricular option or We also want our families to

best way | know of to address  another organization, | strongly know that we are proud of their
this need. Many extraurricular  encourage you to diversify your efforts. We speak frequently of
opportunities help addressthis chi | d6s exper i ethegrea thibgg thagREAt i n g|

need in the lives of our children. them involved. families are accomplishing and
hope that we can facilitate more

I-DEA offers a number of When we work with our high success in the future.

extra-curricular opportunities school juniors and seniors, we

that help students learn find that those who have been

leadership skills, serve others, andvolved in extracurricular

Counsel ormdACT/IEBAdr ner

~Contributed by Melissa Johnson, IDEA Guidance Counselor

If you are college bound it is wise to start preparing in th& gitade for college

readiness. What | mean by readiness includes locating and researching potential

colleges of interest. This would include finding out what the college requires for

admission tests. College admission tests continue to be an important part of the

college admission process. The two major tests widely used are the SAT and the

ACT. Each college usually has its own preference of test. Of course you would

have the option of taking both tests as well. The test can be taken several times to try and better the
Keep in mind that many college scholarships utilize the test scores for qualification and acceptance
purposes. They are also used for placement purposes. The higher the score, the better chance of re
college scholarships and enrollment acceptance. It is wise to have students nearing the éhdrafi&lto
take the test, because most of the yeards aca
can see what the test is like and analyze the scores. rgiate, students may want to retake to better
their score. The new rules allow the student to report the scores that they choose rather than all the
scores being sent to the college. So if they scored low in math fnaht retook the math and scored
better in the 12" grade they then could send the better score to colleges and use them for scholarshig
applications.

ACT TEST DATES
October 24 (Reg. by Sep 18th) Dec."™ZReg. by Nov. 6th)

Feb. 8 (Reg.Jan. 5th) Agril PqReg. by March'™ June 12 (Reg. by May"}
ACT Registration should i
and payment needs to be a month in advance. There is also a lot of information anprégstcollege info

and career information on this site. Check it out!

College Board.com is an excellent source of information in regards to all aspects of college readiness.

e done on the web sitew.actstudent.org Please be advised that registration

core.
ceiving

demi

You

can build a profile, investigate and research college and scholarship opportunities, and register for the SAT.

SAT Test Dates

October 10" Moved to October 1. (Reg. By Sepg"%r Late Sep 28) November 7" (Sep 18 Through
Oct 30)

Dec 5" (Register by Oct. 14 Oct 30"

January 23 (REg. Dec d dec. 1%)

March 13 (Feb 4"

May £ (Reg. Mar. 108 25™)

Jun 8 (April 14"- 29")

800-871-5057 (District Office) 208-238-1388 (Southeast Resource Center)


http://www.actstudent.org
http://www.idahoidea.org/Main/Calendars.aspx

