
It’s hard to believe the first quarter of the 
2008-09 school year is now complete!  
I’ve seen and heard about all sorts of 
wonderful examples of teaching and 
learning taking place throughout the 
state.   I-DEA provides a broad range of 
curriculum, and my hope is that you are 
pleased with what you chose this year.  
Now that you have your curriculum in 
hand, you are faced with the challenge of 
teaching it a way that is effective and 
meaningful.  Knowing that instruction 
(teaching) has a significant impact on 
student achievement, it is important that 
you are providing your child with quality 
instruction.   
 
How do you know if you are using effec-
tive instructional techniques?  
 
As a starting point, ask yourself if the 
following components of quality instruc-
tion are included in your day - to - day 
teaching: 
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 2 of the Newsletter 

 

IDEAõs mission statement 
Through technology and partnership between parents and 
educators, the Idaho Distance Education Academy pro-

motes and supports a modern education system that delivers 
innovative, relevant, and rigorous education to each child. 

Your assessments are used to 
evaluate a lesson’s effective-
ness and adjustments are 
made on the basis of the re-
sults of the assessments. 

 
If you feel that you could use ideas 
as to how you can include these 
components of effective instruc-
tion, I urge you to talk to your con-
tact teacher.  Your teacher is a 
great resource to provide you with 
resources and support in the area 
of instruction.   
 
Sincerely, 
Linda Sterk 
I-DEA Director 

 

A few months into the school 

routine always brings me to a 

keen and sometimes painful 

awareness of which of my 

great school year plans are 

working and which are not. 

Sometimes the things I 

thought would be the most 

effective aren't quite as en-

gaging or appealing to my 

child (or to me!) as I expected; 

or, the other way around with 

some pleasant surprises. At 

this point I have found flexibil-

ity to be an important key to 

success. I like to step back and 

honestly look at what's work-

ing, what isn't, and brainstorm 

some fresh ideas of what to  

do about those things that 

need  some ad jus t i ng .                

Perhaps a change in the way some-

thing is being taught can help, or 

some fun supplemental re-

sources (games, etc.) to add 

variety. Contact teachers can 

be a great resource for ideas. 

Sometimes a simple change of 

schedule or routine does won-

ders for everybody. For exam-

ple, I may be a jump-in-first-

t h i n g - w i t h - t h e - m o s t -

challenging-subjects kind of 

person, but perhaps my child 

does better easing into the day 

a bit with some free reading 

time or an easier subject or two 

first before we hit it hard. 

Watching for ways to maximize 

energy and low energy times 

during the day for both my 

child and me can make a big 

difference. Looking at my ex-

pectations for my child and 

myself can also be helpful at 

this point. Were my expecta-

tions too low and we should 

step it up a bit? Too 

high and I should relax a little, 

celebrate the progress we are 

making, and enjoy the journey? 

Flexibility and adjustments as 

you go can make all the differ-

ence. Home educating is such 

an interesting, unique adven-

ture--go with the flow and 

remind yourself how much fun 

you are having!! ð Jill Call  

You are clear and explicit about 
what is to be learned and as-
sessed (you have clearly defined 
learning objectives for the lesson 
and/or activities you are teach-
ing). 

 

You are modeling “how to do it”, 
so your children have a clear un-
derstanding of what is expected. 

 

You are checking for understand-
ing at certain points throughout 
the lesson. 

 

Your children are attentive and 
on-task most of the time. 

 

Your children are reading regu-
larly for a higher-order purpose. 

 

Your children are writing regu-
larly. 

 

You use rubrics to assess under-
standing.  Some of the rubrics are 
created by your children. 
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 Idaho Drug Free Youth (IDFY) 

Saturday, November 15th, 4:00pm-6:00pm: Students grades 7-12 are invited to IDFY, a club designed to encourage positive life choices, con-
nect with local teens, develop leadership skills and participate in community service. Weõll meet from 4:00-5:00pm at Danik Gymnastics (345 S. 
Adkins Way, Suite 104, Meridian) during open gym for primary students, then take over the gym from 5:00-6:00pm! Contact Jill at  
jillcall@idahoidea.org. 
 
Boise Watershed Environmental Center  
Friday, November 14, 12:00pm-3:00pm:  Students grades 4-12 and parents are invited to learn how water is recycled and purified, by partici-
pating in three 1- hour stations with hands-on experiments and activities.  RSVP required--call Lo Foley at 672-1155. 
 

Contests & Awards 
Holiday Card Art Contest 
Friday, October 24th deadline:  K-6th artists can submit designs for the Idaho Department of Education holiday card! Mail entries to: State De-
partment of Education, Attn: Public Information, P.O. Box 83720, Boise, ID 83720-0027. Winner announced in December.  
Visit http://www.sde.idaho.gov/site/educator_resources/; click on Holiday Art Contest Guidelines. 
 
Idaho History Day Contest 
History buffs  grades 6-12 are encouraged to enter the 2008-09 History Day Contest. Students research and present projects tied to the theme 
òThe Individual in History: Actions and Legaciesó, as an exhibit, documentary, performance or paper.  Individuals and groups compete at the 
local level, and may advance to state/national competitions to win cash and scholarships. Visit www.nhd.org  ; click on Programs.  Contact Susie 
at susiemacpherson@idahoidea.org. 
 
The Prudential Spirit of Community Award 
Friday, October 31st deadline:  Students 5

th
-12

th
 grade involved in recent community service (including Eagle Scout projects!) are eligible. I-DEA 

can submit one 9-12
th
 and one 5-8

th
 nominee for the chance to win $1,000 cash and a trip (with guardian) to Nationals in Washington D.C. . 

There, they may receive another $5,000, plus $5,000 for their charity!  Visit www.prudential.com/spirit for an application.  Mail to:  Deborah 
Pence, PFRC, 1602 D East Seltice Way, Post Falls, Idaho 83854.  Entries must be received by October 31, 2008.  Contact Kathi (208)585-7244. 
 
Congressional Award Program 
Teens interested in setting and achieving their own goals in community service, physical fitness and personal development, and receiving Con-
gressional recognition for their efforts, should visit www.CongressionalAward.org and sign up for this prestigious award program! 

Community Events for Boise Resource Center  

Monthly Progress Updates 

Evaluating your childõs progress is essential. As you prepare your  Monthly Progress Updates, take 
time to reflect on the learning objectives that your child has grasped, is ready to focus on, or 
those areas that  may require additional attention.  When you provide detailed descriptions of 
the concepts covered and your childõs learning progress each month, your  Contact Teacher is 
better able to provide relevant input and helpful resources to both you and your student.  Timely 
and consistent communication allows the partnership between you, and your Contact Teacher, 

to provide the best educational opportunities for your child.   

BOISE RESOURCE CENTER  

WEEKLY LABS & WORKSHOPS 

 
Anchor Assignment Workshop: (11/4)            11:00-3:00 
 
Info Session:  (11/4)                1:00-3:00 
 
PE Workshop-Standard 3:  (11/14) 
1:00p.m.-2:00p.m. (K-12) (For parents) 
 
IDFY-Danik Gym: (11/15)               4:00-6:00 
 
Right Start Math Workshop: (11/18)              1:00-3:00 
 
Future City-Nampa: (11/4, 11, 18, 25)              1:00-3:00 
 
PE Workshop-Abstinence & Substance Abuse: (11/21) 
1:00p.m-2:30p.m. (7th ñ  12th) (For students) 

Regularly Scheduled Elluminate Help Sessions: 

Science Help:  Thursdays 12-1p.m. Mountain 
Math Help:  Thursdays 1-3p.m. Mountain 

Parent Elluminate:  Wednesdays 1:30-3:30p.m. Mountain  
Please remember to log in with your first and last name. 

 

Biology Lectures: 
https://sas.elluminate.com/m.jnlp?sid=1111&password=M.B1E629DD9BC0BD8A5FE0E63A813008 
 
Shakespeare Lectures: 
https://sas.elluminate.com/m.jnlp?sid=1111&password=M.552C632A6895AF59D5EB330704F987 
 
Science Help: 
https://sas.elluminate.com/m.jnlp?sid=1111&password=M.B1E629DD9BC0BD8A5FE0E63A813008 
 
Math Help:https://sas.elluminate.com/site/external/jwsdetect/meeting.jnlp?
sid=1111&password=M.FAFB48A97B9ED899D7B7BD9C3BB561 

mailto:jillcall@idahoidea.org
http://www.sde.idaho.gov/site/educator_resources/
http://www.nhd.org
http://www.prudential.com/spirit
https://sas.elluminate.com/m.jnlp?sid=1111&password=M.B1E629DD9BC0BD8A5FE0E63A813008
https://sas.elluminate.com/m.jnlp?sid=1111&password=M.552C632A6895AF59D5EB330704F987
https://sas.elluminate.com/m.jnlp?sid=1111&password=M.B1E629DD9BC0BD8A5FE0E63A813008
https://sas.elluminate.com/site/external/jwsdetect/meeting.jnlp?sid=1111&password=M.FAFB48A97B9ED899D7B7BD9C3BB561
https://sas.elluminate.com/site/external/jwsdetect/meeting.jnlp?sid=1111&password=M.FAFB48A97B9ED899D7B7BD9C3BB561


After almost two years of cam-
paigning, Election Day is near for the presi-
dential candidates.  Candidates for other 
political offices will also be looking forward 
to November 4

th
 as citizens go to the polls 

to elect their most trusted leaders.  This is a 
great time for home educators to incorpo-
rate current events into their social studies 
lessons.  No matter what grade level you 
are teaching, you will find applications to 
Social Studies standard 4, Civics and Gov-
ernment, at this time of year.  Here are 
some key election vocabulary terms: 

 

Ballot ð A list of people trying 
to get elected 

 

Caucus ð A meeting that hap-
pens in some states to choose 
candidates for the political 
partyõs convention 

 

Debate ð A formal meeting 
where candidates discuss and 
argue about things they feel 
are important in our country 

 

Election Day ð The first Tues-
day after the first Monday in 
November.  This year it falls 
on November 4

th
. 
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Contact information: 

Lori Foley, BRC Receptionist 

Monday – Friday 8-5 

208-672-1155 

lorifoley@idahoidea.org 

Boise Resource Center Regional Staff: 

Laurie Wolfe: (DirectorñBoise Resource Center) lauriewolfe@idahoidea.org  

Mary Whitworth: (Administrative Assistant)  mwhitworth@idahoidea.org 

Diane Neal: (Lead Teacher) dianeneal@idahoidea.org  

Lyn Beighley: (Contact Teacher) lynbeighley@idahidea.org 

Jared Bissen: (Special Ed Teacher) jaredbissen@idahoidea.org 

Kendal Fleshman: (Contact Teacher) kendalfleshman@idahoidea.org  

MiRanda Foley:(Contact Teacher) mirandafoley@idahoidea.org 

Theresa Foster :(Contact Teacher) theresafoster@idahoidea.org 

Jana Schaefer: (Contact Teacher) janaschaefer@idahoidea.org 

Laura Sharek: (Contact Teacher) laurasharek@idahoidea.org 

Sean Short: ( Secondary Teacher) seanshort@idahoidea.org 

Ivan Tulilov: (PE Teacher) ivantulilov@idahoidea.org 

Regina Turner: (Contact Teacher) reginaturner@idahoidea.org 

Dallas Hartshorn: (Systems Engineer) dhartshorn@idahoidea.org 

Andy Archer: (Computer Technician) aarcher@idahoidea.org 

Electoral College ð Each state 
has as many electors as it has 
members in the U.S. Senate 
and House of Representatives 
combined.  When citizens go 
to the polls on Election Day in 
their state and vote, those 
votes are counted.  The candi-
date with the most votes in 
that state gets all of the elec-
toral votes for that state. 

 

Oath ð A promise 
 

Term ð The amount of time 
someone is elected for 

 
Below are some activities that you 

might like to do to help your students un-
derstand the election process: 

 

Younger students: 

Make a campaign poster for 
their favorite candidate.  In-
clude 3 reasons why people 

should vote for this person. 

Log in to www.BrainPop.com 
and watch the following videos; 
Voting, Presidential Election, 
Democracy, and Primaries and 
Caucuses 

Check out the follow up lesson 
plans and quizzes that are available 
on this site. 

Go to the library and check out, 
òSo You Want to be Presidentó 
by Judith St. George and David 
Small.  Read and discuss the 
book with your child. 

Older Students: 

Hold a mock debate where 
students act the part of candi-
dates running for president or 
other important office. 

Have students write a persua-
sive essay explaining why peo-
ple should vote for a particular 
candidate or issue. 

Go to http://streaming. Dis-
coveryeducation.com/ and 
search out videos  on elec-
tions.  There are many re-
sources here at various grade 
levels.  Some even come with 
lesson plans with ideas to fur-
ther support the social studies 

standards. 

NOVEMBER  ELECTIONS  

Bad officials are elected by good 
citizens who do not vote.  

George Jean Nathan 

ñProperty may be destroyed and money may 
lose its purchasing power; but, character, 

health, knowledge and good judgment will 
 always be in demand under all condiions.  

Roger Babson 

http://www.BrainPop.com


Hello Parents and High School Students: 

 

The topic for this month is an important one 
for students who plan to go to college.  It is 
wise to start preparing in the 11

th
 grade for 

college readiness.  What I mean by readi-
ness includes locating and researching po-
tential colleges of interest.  This would in-
clude finding out what the college requires 
for admission tests.  College admission tests 
continue to be an important part of the col-
lege admission process.  The two major tests 
widely used are the SAT and the ACT.  Each 
college usually has its own preference of 
test.  Of course you would have the option 
of taking both tests as well.  Also the test can 
be taken several times to try and better the 
score. Keep in mind that many college 
scholarships utilize the test scores for qualifi-
cation and acceptance purposes. They are 
also used for placement purposes.  The 
higher the score the better chance of receiv-
ing college scholarships and enrollment 

acceptance.   

 

 

SAT AND ACT TEST DATES 

 Dec 6
th

 SAT -    (Register by Nov. 5
th

) 

 Dec 13
th

 ACT -   (Register by Nov. 7
th

) 

Jan 24
th
 SAT -   (Reg. by Dec. 26)            

 Feb 7
th
 ACT -  (Register by Jan. 6

th
)     

March 14
th

 SAT ð (Reg. by Feb 10)    

April 4
th

   ACT  - (Register by Feb. 27
th
) 

May 2
nd

 SAT ð (Reg. by March 31)       

 June 6
th

 SAT ð (Reg. by May 5)      

June 13
th

 ACT  -  (Register by June 13
th

) 

College Board.com is an excellent source of 
information in regards to all aspects of col-
lege readiness.  You can build a profile, inves-
tigate and research college and scholarship 
opportunities and register for the SAT. 

ACT Registration should be done on the 
web site www.actstudent.org   Please be 
advised that registration and payment needs 
to be a month in advance.   

Important Note:  

Please use our school 
code on any college en-
trance exams. This enables 
us to get the scores, so we 
can process scholarship 
applications properly.   

130064 
Please do not hesitate to contact me if 

you have any questions! 
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ON- LINE PROGRAMS WITH BRENDA  

Thank-You,  

Melissa Johnson M. Ed 

Guidance Counselor   

Iõd like to take this opportunity to thank all of you who have participated in my Elluminate sessions about the online resources available to you. Some of 
you have been able to participate live and others have watched the recorded sessions. Many of you have taken the time to send me comments and 
suggestions about these sessions. Your input is greatly appreciated and I take each email into consideration as I plan for future sessions.  

 

Here is what is planned for Elluminate sessions for both parents and students for the month of November. These sessions will be about 1 hour in 
length.  

Parents ð all sessions begin at 12:30 PM PST / 1:30 PM MST 

Wednesday, November 12 MyAccess!  How to use prewriting tools with your students. Set the stage for success before they put 
pen to paper (or fingers to the keyboard!) 

Wednesday, November 19 Discovery Education Science   Join me in exploring all the exciting possibilities for inquiry-based science 
instruction through this software. 

Students ð all sessions begin at 9 AM PST /10 AM MST 

Friday, November 7 MyAccess! ð Join us for more about using the Prewriting Wizard in narrative writing (creating stories 
and autobiographies). We are going to preview a new òpicture promptó. Be one of the first to work on 
this type of assignment in MyAccess! 

Friday, November 14 PLATO ð Letõs explore the tricks of using PLATO as a student 

Friday, November 21 MyAccess! -  Weõll look at My Tutor and My Editor for suggestions to improve the òpicture promptó 
essay we saw on November 7. Whatõs your story?  

 
Both parent and student sessions are accessed through this link: 
 https://sas.elluminate.com/m.jnlp?sid=1111&password=M.C1BA9C59937A1D5696D6ED9AA44E24 

Discovery Education update: By now each of you has an active account in Discovery Education. You should have received an email from me with 

updated login info. Please contact me right away if you are having trouble accessing either Streaming or DE Science.  

BrainPOP idea:  In the technology section of BrainPOP, youõll find some great information about using the Internet safely, and about conducting 
successful searches on the Internet. Try these two links with your students. (Youõll need to login to view these. Remember: username = idea2008 and 
password = families).   

Online Safety: http://www.brainpop.com/technology/computersandinternet/onlinesafety/  

Internet Searches: http://www.brainpop.com/technology/computersandinternet/internetsearch/ 

http://www.actstudent.org
https://sas.elluminate.com/m.jnlp?sid=1111&password=M.C1BA9C59937A1D5696D6ED9AA44E24
http://www.brainpop.com/technology/computersandinternet/onlinesafety/
http://www.brainpop.com/technology/computersandinternet/internetsearch/


November 2008 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri  Sat 

30      1 

2 3 4 5 6 7 8 

9 10 

 

11 12 13 14 15 

IDFY 
Danik Gym 
7th ° 12th 

4:00 ° 6:00 
Open gym  

K-6 
4:00-5:00 

16 17 18 19 20 21 

 

22 

 
NATIONAL 
HOCKEY 

DAY 

23 

 

24 25 26 27 28 29 

Last  

Day 

Quarter 1 

No School 

Final Exam Week 

IDLA August Session 

PE Workshop 
(Students) 

Abstinence & 
Substance Abuse 

1:00-2:30 
(7-12) 

Monthly 
 Progress 
Updates  

Due 

PE Workshop 
(Parents) 

Standard 3 
1:00ɂ2:00 

(K-12) 

November 
IDLA 9  Week  

Session 
Begins 

Board  
Meeting 

Curriculum  
Clearance 

BOOK SALE 

9:00 -1:00 

Info 

Session 

1:00-2:00 

Waste Water Treatment 
Field Trip. 
12:00-3:00  

(4th ð 12th Grades) 

  
Right Start 

Math  
Workshop 

1:00-3:00 

Anchor 

Assignment  

Workshop 

11:00-3:00 

November 20 1924 

New York City's Macy's depart-
ment store held its first Thanks-
giving Day parade down a two-
mile stretch of Broadway from 
Central Park West to Herald 

Square. 

  

MONTHLY  

ANCHOR  

ASSIGNMENTS 

DUE  

World Peace Day 

Don¬t Forget£..It¬s Alzheimer¬s Awareness Month 

Jukebox 
Day 
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Future City 
Nampa 

1:00-3:00 

Future City 
Nampa 

1:00-3:00 

Future City 
Nampa 

1:00-3:00 

Future City 
Nampa 

1:00-3:00 


