
Hello, 

 

Itôs hard to believe the first quarter of 

the 2008-09 school year is now com-

plete!  Iôve seen and heard about all 

sorts of wonderful examples of teach-

ing and learning taking place through-

out the state.   I-DEA provides a 

broad range of curriculum, and my 

hope is that you are pleased with what 

you chose this year.  Now that you 

have your curriculum in hand, you are 

faced with the challenge of teaching it 

a way that is effective and meaning-

ful.  Knowing that instruction 

(teaching) has a significant impact on 

student achievement, it is important 

that you are providing your child with 

quality instruction.   

 

How do you know if you are using 

effective instructional techniques?  
As a starting point, ask yourself if the 

following components of quality in-

struction are included in your day to 

day teaching: 

You are clear and explicit about 

what is to be learned and as-

sessed (you have clearly de-

fined learning objectives for the 

lesson and/or activities you are 

teaching). 

You are modeling ñhow to do itò, so 

your children have a clear un-

derstanding of what is ex-

pected. 

You are checking for understanding 

at certain points throughout the 

lesson. 

Your children are attentive and on-

task most of the time. 

Your children are reading regularly 

for a higher-order purpose. 

Your children are writing regularly. 

You use rubrics to assess under-

standing.  Some of the rubrics 

are created by your children. 

Your assessments are used to evalu-

ate a lessonôs effectiveness and 

adjustments are made on the 

basis of the results of the assess-

ments. 

 

If you feel that you could use ideas as to 

how you can include these components of 

effective instruction, I urge you to 

talk to your contact teacher.  Your 

teacher is a great resource to pro-

vide you with resources and sup-

port in the area of instruction.   

 

Sincerely, 

 

Linda Sterk 

I -DEA Director  
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Special Points of Interest:  

Info Sessions for 2nd Semester enrollment are 
Nov 19th & November 25th  

Anchor Assignment Assistance available  

Daylight Savings: Fall back 1 hour Nov 2nd  
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Parent to Parent 
 Happy Autumn,   

I hope this finds you well.  Are you 

settled into your school year?  Or, 

are you finding adjustments still 

need to be made?  I found the I-

DEA suggested schedule from the 

Elementary Course Catalogue to be 

a great resource when I was setting 

up my 3rd graders schedule.  The 

suggested schedule was especially 

helpful in determining the fre-

quency and length of classes.  Re-

member if itôs not working- oil 

those squeaky wheels by making 

those necessary adjustments.  If 

you have questions or need ideas 

regarding scheduling, feel free to 

call your Contact Teacher or me; 

we would be happy to review and 

assist you with your scheduling 

questions and needs.     

In September families kicked off 

the school year with a field day; it 

was a huge success!  Thanks to 

participants, IDFY Students, and 

Amy Clark for doing a fantastic job 

in providing grade outlines and the 

activities. The Presidents Challenge 

site is a great place for ideas! http://

www.presidentschallenge.org/ In 

October families participated in 

Carver Farms, and the Harvest 

Party observing Dental Hygiene 

Month.  The Eagle Cruise informa-

tion is in this newsletter.  Early sign 

ups are critical to the success of this 

outing!       

I am happy to see IDFY students 

taking a sincere interest in their 

chapter, community and each other!  
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Inside this issue: 

IDFY is open to students in grades 

7th-12th; Students are working on a 

food drive- feel free to drop by for 

a visit, or drop you donations at the 

Resource Center.  Meetings are 

held the 3rd Tuesday of each 

month.   

Resources- 

Enhance subjects ~ free lesson 

plans: http://

www.theteacherscorner.net 

Custom Awards/ free certificates: 

http://www.dltk-

holidays.com/fall/printables.htm 

If I can be of assistance, feel free to 

contact me. 

Karen:  

karenashenbrener@idahoidea.org  

208 661 5099 
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