
Hello, 
 

Itôs hard to believe the first quarter of 

the 2008-09 school year is now com-

plete!  Iôve seen and heard about all 

sorts of wonderful examples of teach-

ing and learning taking place through-

out the state.   I-DEA provides a 

broad range of curriculum, and my 

hope is that you are pleased with what 

you chose this year.  Now that you 

have your curriculum in hand, you are 

faced with the challenge of teaching it 

a way that is effective and meaning-

ful.  Knowing that instruction 

(teaching) has a significant impact on 

student achievement, it is important 

that you are providing your child with 

quality instruction.   

 

How do you know if you are using 

effective instructional techniques?  
As a starting point, ask yourself if the 

following components of quality in-

struction are included in your day to 

day teaching: 

 

 

 

 

You are clear and explicit about 

what is to be learned and 

assessed (you have clearly 

defined learning objectives 

for the lesson and/or activities 

you are teaching). 

You are modeling ñhow to do itò, 

so your children have a clear 

understanding of what is ex-

pected. 

You are checking for understand-

ing at certain points through-

out the lesson. 

Your children are attentive and on-

task most of the time. 

Your children are reading regularly 

for a higher-order purpose. 

Your children are writing regu-

larly. 

You use rubrics to assess under-

standing.  Some of the rubrics 

are created by your children. 

Your assessments are used to 

evaluate a lessonôs effective-

ness and adjustments are  

 

 

 

made on the basis of the re-

sults of the assessments. 

 

If you feel that you could use ideas 

as to how you can include these 

components of effective instruc-

tion, I urge you to talk to your con-

tact teacher.  Your teacher is a 

great resource to provide you with 

resources and support in the area of 

instruction.   

 

Sincerely, 

 

Linda Sterk 

I -DEA Director  
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Special Points of Interest: 

Info Sessions for 2nd Semester enrollment are Nov 12th & 
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Anchor Assignment Assistance available  

Daylight Savings: Fall back 1 hour Nov 2nd  
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Parent to Parent 
 Happy Autumn,   

I hope everyone has been enjoying the 

wonderful fall weather that we have 

been having!  One of the beauties of 

educating your child at home is taking 

them on an array of fun and interesting 

field trips and having them view the 

outside world with their own eyes.  Let 

me know of the field trips that are of 

interest to you and I will try to sched-

ule them.  If you schedule your own 

field trips, let me know so I can pass 

the word to the rest of my I-DEA fami-

lies. 

 

I love the community bonding that is 

happening in my area!  In both Lewis-

ton and Moscow we have regular park 

days, field trips, and Momôs night out.  

In this newsletter, check out the com-

munity outings and projects that are  

 

 

 

available through I-DEA.   

 

Enrollment for second semester opens 

up in November.  If you know of 

someone that is interested in our 

school, please give them my name and 

number or invite them to one of my 

info sessions that I will be holding in 

November.  Word of mouth is the best 

advertisement that I-DEA has! 

Susie MacPherson 

208-877-1550 

susiemacpherson@idahoidea.org 
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Inside this issue: 

 

~Idaho History Day~ 

Idaho History Day is a yearlong educa-

tional program where students can 

choose to write a paper, create an ex-

hibit, give a performance or give a 

documentary presentation.  This yearôs 

theme is: 

"The Individual in History: Actions 

and Legacies" 

Projects are presented on a regional 

level, with winners advancing on to 

state, and then on to national competi-

tion.  Students may work individually 

or in groups of 2 to 5. 

For information go to:http://
www.idahohistory.net/historyday.html 

 ; for complete rules and examples go 
to www.nhd.org 

mailto:susiemacpherson@idahoidea.org
http://www.idahohistory.net/historyday.html
http://www.idahohistory.net/historyday.html
http://www.nhd.org


 Idaho Drug Free Youth  

is a group of teenagers who 

are willing to make Idaho a 

better place through their 

commitment to being drug 

free and sharing that choice 

with others.  All student in 

grades 7-12 are welcome!  

  

Friday, November 21st 

Game Night 

3-5 p.m. 

1623 E. Fth Street in Moscow 

Bring snacks and your favorite 

game! 

Fun ~ Games ~ Drug Free Fun   

Community Events for Palouse! 

 

 

Moscow Park Days: 
Every Friday afternoon 3 -4:30 
p.m.  (except 
when there is a 
field trip) 
East City Park 
when the 
weather is nice;  
East Side Mar-
ketplace when the weather is not! 
Bring your friends.  The more 
the merrier! 

 

Moms Night Out:  
Wednesday, November 5th 7-9 

p.m.  
Sisterõs Brew on the corner of 3rd 

and Main in Moscow.   
Come for a relaxed evening with 

other Moms!   
Bring your friends.  The more 

the merrier! 

 
 
 
 
 

 

Eagle Cruise 
 

Friday, December 13, 

2008 

Board: 9:30AM~  

Cruise: 10AM-12PM 

Cost: $9.75 per per-

son 

 

You are invited to spend the morning 

with I-DEA families, Staff, and spe-

cial guest speaker Beth Paragamian 

of Idaho Fish and Game, for a two hour 

boat cruise to quiet bays on Lake Coeur 

D Alene, to observe our National Sym-

bol, the North American Bald Eagle in 

their natural habitat.   

**Sack lunches and snacks are              

permitted  

**Children 4 years and younger  

    FREE! 

**Bring along binoculars & cameras 

**A heated cabin insures a warm, dry  

   adventure 

**Meet at the east dock- Coeur d  

    Alene Resort 

 

Reservations: required ~ family and 

friends welcome ~ payments due no later 

than      December 1st, 

  
 

Student Activities  

Information 

Sessions  
for 2nd Semester 

*November 12th  7pm 

@ Lewiston Dept of 

Labor Bldg 

*November 18th 7pm 

@ Moscow Health & 

Welfare  

  Feel free to share 

these dates with 

family & friends!  

Check the web site 

for updates!     
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Anchor Assignment Assistance 
(AAA) & Portfolio Help 

Are you worried about getting 
those High School anchor assign-
ments done on time? Come get 
assistance from the I-DEA staff. 
We will be available at the dates/
times/locations listed below to 
offer whatever assistance is 
needed. Please bring a copy of the 
assignments that youõre wanting 
help with, and any materials that 
might be needed. See you there! 

November 14th 9-11 am@     
Sisterõs Brew in Moscow 

November 18th 1-3pm @ LCSC 
room # 141 in Lewiston 

 
 
 
 
 

Birds of Prey 
 

Class will begin with a Birds of 

Prey demonstration using live 

birds.  We will then have a class 

in the Vet Med Teaching Museum 

learning about the bird parts that 

canôt be seen with a live animal.  

A tour of the Connor Museum is 

available as well as a stroll up to 

Ferdinandôs Ice Cream Shoppe. 

 

When:  Tuesday, November 11th   

 1:30 ï 4:00 

Cost:  $2.00 per student, adults 

free 

RSVP:  To susiemacpher-

son@idahoidea.org   
 
 

    
 

 

Congressional Award  

Would you like to see your teen-

age student take on new chal-

lenges, be involved in the commu-

nity, set goalsðand then be rec-

ognized by the U.S. Congress for 

their efforts?  The Congressional 

Award is the U.S. Congressô 

award for young Americans.  It is 

a voluntary and non-competitive 

program as students work with an 

advisor to set goals in volunteer 

public service, personal develop-

ment, physical fitness, and expe-

dition/exploration.  Itôs a great 

opportunity!  For more informa-

tion visit their website: 
www.congressionalaward.org  

mailto:susiemacpherson@idahoidea.org
mailto:susiemacpherson@idahoidea.org
http://www.congressionalaward.org


  After almost two years of campaign-

ing, Election Day is near for the presidential 

candidates.  Candidates for other political of- 

fices will also be looking forward to November 

4th as citizens go to the polls to elect their most 

trusted leaders.  This is a great time for home 

educators to incorporate current events into   

their social studies lessons.  No matter what 

grade level you are teaching, you will find ap- 

plications to Social Studies standard 4, Civics 

and Government, at this time of year.  Here are 

some key election vocabulary terms: 

 

Ballot ï A list of people trying to get 

elected 

Caucus ï A meeting that happens in some 

states to choose candidates for the political 

partyôs convention 

Debate ï A formal meeting where candi-

dates discuss and argue about things they 

feel are important in our country 

Electoral College ï Each state has as many 

electors as it has members in the U.S. Sen-

ate and House of Representatives combined.  

When citizens go to the polls on Election 

Day in their state and vote, those votes are 

counted.  The candidate with the most votes 

in that state gets all of the electoral votes 

for that state. 

Election Day ï The first Tuesday after 

the first Monday in November.  This 

year it falls on November 4th. 

Oath ï A promise 

Term ï The amount of time someone is 

elected for 

 

Below are some activities that you 

might like to do to help your students under-

stand the election process: 

Younger students: 

Make a campaign poster for their 

favorite candidate.  Include 3 reasons why 

people should vote for this person. 

Log in to www.BrainPop.com and 

watch the following videos; Voting, Presi-

dential Election, Democracy, and Prima-

ries and Caucuses.  Check out the follow 

up lesson plans and quizzes that are avail-

able on this site. 

 

Go to the library and check out, ñSo You 

Want to be Presidentò by Judith St. George 

and David Small.  Read and discuss the book 

with your child. 

 

Older Students 

Hold a mock debate where students act 

the part of candidates running for president or 

other important office.   

Have students write a persuasive essay 

explaining why people should vote for a par-

ticular candidate or issue. 

Go to http://streaming.discovery educa-

tion.com/ and search out videos on elections.  

There are many resources here at various 

grade levels.  Some even come with lesson 

plans with ideas to further support the social 

studies standards. 

 

Election Day 
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We are on the Web! 

www.idahoidea.org 

PF Resource Center Contact information: 

Rachel Happeny, Receptionist 

Monday ðFriday 8:30 am -4:30 pm 

208-457-1019 

rhappeny@idahoidea.org 

Palouse/Post Falls Regional Staff: 

Deb Pence: Admin/Secondary Principal deborahpence@idahoidea.org  

Melissa Johnson: Counselor  melissajohnson@idahoidea.org  

Keith Myers: Secondary Math keithmyers@idahoidea.org  

Amy Clark: Secondary Health/PE  amyclark@idahoidea.org 

Lois Bly: Contact Teacher  loisbly@idahoidea.org  

Susie MacPherson: Community Coordinator  susiemacpherson@idahoidea.org 

http://www.BrainPop.com
http://streaming.discoveryeducation.com/
http://streaming.discoveryeducation.com/


Hello Parents and High School Stu-

dents: 

 

The topic for this week is an important 

one for students who plan to go to 

college.  It is wise to start preparing in 

the 11th grade for college readiness.  

What I mean by readiness includes 

locating and 

researching 

potential 

colleges of 

interest.  

This would 

include find-

ing out what the college requires for 

admission tests.  College admission 

tests continue to be an important part 

of the college admission process.  The 

two major tests widely used are the 

SAT and the ACT.  Each college usu-

ally has its own preference of test.  Of 

course you would have the option of 

taking both tests as well.  Also the test 

can be taken several times to try and 

better the score. Keep in mind that 

many college scholarships utilize the 

test scores for qualification and ac-

ceptance purposes. They are also used 

for placement purposes.  The higher 

the score the better chance of receiv-

ing college scholarships and enroll-

ment acceptance.   

SAT AND ACT TEST DATES 

Dec 6th SAT -    (Register by 

Nov. 5th) 

 Dec 13th ACT -   (Register by 

Nov. 7th) 

Jan 24th SAT -   (Reg. by Dec. 

26)            

Feb 7th ACT -  (Register by 

Jan. 6th)     

March 14th SAT ï (Reg. by Feb 

10)      

April 4 th   ACT  - (Register by 

Feb. 27th) 

May 2nd SAT ï (Reg. by March 

31)        

June 6th SAT ï (Reg. by May 

5)      

June 13th ACT  -  (Register 

by June 13th) 

College Board.com is an excel-

lent source of information in 

regards to all aspects of college 

readiness.  You can build a pro-

file, investigate and research 

college and scholarship opportu-

nities and register for the SAT. 

ACT Registration should be 

done on the web site 

www.actstudent.org   Please be 

advised that registration and 

payment needs to be a month in 

advance.   

Important Note: Please use our 

school code on any college en-

trance exams. This enables us to 

get the scores, so we can process 

scholarship applications prop-

erly.  130064 

Please do not hesitate to contact 

me if you have any questions! 

-Melissa Johnson 

Counselors Corner 
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Online Programs with Brenda! 

Iõd like to take this opportunity to 
thank all of you who have partici-
pated in my Elluminate sessions 
about the online resources available 
to you. Some of you have been 
able to participate live and others 
have watched the recorded ses-
sions. Many of you have taken the 
time to send me comments and 
suggestions about these sessions. 
Your input is greatly appreciated 
and I take each email into consid-
eration as I plan for future ses-
sions. 

Here is what is planned for Ellumi-
nate sessions for both parents and 
students for the month of Novem-
ber. These sessions will be about 1 
hour in length. 

 

Parents ð all sessions begin at 12:30 
PM PST / 1:30 PM MSTMyAccess!   

Wednesday, November 12 How to 
use prewriting tools with your students. 
Set the stage for success before they 
put pen to paper (or fingers to the 
keyboard!)  

Wednesday, November 19 Discovery 
Education Science   Join me in explor-
ing all the exciting possibilities for in-
quiry-based science instruction through 
this software  

Students ð all sessions begin at 9 AM 
PST /10 AM MST 

Friday, November 7 MyAccess! ð Join 
us for more about using the Prewriting 
Wizard in narrative writing (creating 
stories and autobiographies). We are 
going to preview a new òpicture 
promptó. Be one of the first to work on 
this type of assignment in MyAccess!  

Friday, November 14 PLATO ð Letõs 
explore the tricks of using PLATO as a 
student  

Friday, November 21 MyAccess! -  
Weõll look at My Tutor and My Editor 
for suggestions to improve the òpicture 
promptó essay we saw on November 7. 
Whatõs your story?  

 

 

  

 
Both parent & 

student sessions 
are accessed 
through this 

link: :  
 

https://
sas.elluminate.c

om/m.jnlp?
sid=1111&passw
ord=M.C1BA9C
59937A1D5696D
6ED9AA44E24 

Discovery Education update: By 

now each of you has an active ac-

count in Discovery Education. You 

should have received an email from 

me with updated login info. Please 

contact me right away if you are 

having trouble accessing either 

Streaming or DE Science.  

BrainPOP idea:  In the technology 

section of BrainPOP, youôll find 

some great information about using 

the Internet safely, and about con-

ducting successful searches on the 

Internet. Try these two links with 

your students. (Youôll need to login 

to view these. Remember: username 

= idea2008 and password = fami-

lies). 

Online Safety: 

http://www.brainpop.com/technolog

y/computersandinternet/onlinesafety

/ 

Internet Searches: 

http://www.brainpop.com/technolog

y/computersandinternet/internetsear

http://www.actstudent.org
https://sas.elluminate.com/m.jnlp?sid=1111&password=M.C1BA9C59937A1D5696D6ED9AA44E24
https://sas.elluminate.com/m.jnlp?sid=1111&password=M.C1BA9C59937A1D5696D6ED9AA44E24
https://sas.elluminate.com/m.jnlp?sid=1111&password=M.C1BA9C59937A1D5696D6ED9AA44E24
https://sas.elluminate.com/m.jnlp?sid=1111&password=M.C1BA9C59937A1D5696D6ED9AA44E24
https://sas.elluminate.com/m.jnlp?sid=1111&password=M.C1BA9C59937A1D5696D6ED9AA44E24
https://sas.elluminate.com/m.jnlp?sid=1111&password=M.C1BA9C59937A1D5696D6ED9AA44E24
https://sas.elluminate.com/m.jnlp?sid=1111&password=M.C1BA9C59937A1D5696D6ED9AA44E24
http://www.brainpop.com/technology/computersandinternet/onlinesafety/
http://www.brainpop.com/technology/computersandinternet/onlinesafety/
http://www.brainpop.com/technology/computersandinternet/onlinesafety/
http://www.brainpop.com/technology/computersandinternet/internetsearch/
http://www.brainpop.com/technology/computersandinternet/internetsearch/


Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri 

3 4  

 

 

Election Day  

5  

Momõs Night Out 

End of 1st Quarter  

 

1st Quarter       

Assessments due  

6 7 

 

MyAccess for  

Students  

Moscow Park Day  

10  11  

Birds of Prey  

12  

Lewiston 

Info Session  

 

MyAccess for  

Parents  

13  14  

AAA in       

Moscow  

PLATO for       

Students  

Moscow Park Day  

17  18  

Moscow Info 

Session  

AAA in 

Lewiston  

19  

 

 

 

 

 

 

MyAccess for    

Parents  

 

20  

 

 

 

21 IDFY meet-

ing  

Anchor Assign-

ments Due  

Moscow Park Day  

MyAccess for  

Students  

24  

 

25  

 

 

26  27  

Center Closed  

 

Thanksgiving  

28  

Center Closed  

 

Break  

   

 
 

 

 

Daylight 

Savings 

Nov 2nd 


