IlpAH (o] Education is not to reform students or amuse them or to make them expert November 2008
technicians. It is to unsettle their minds, widen their horizons, inflame their
D ISTANCE intellect, teach them to think straight, if possible.
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Southeast Edition: From the Director
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Hello,

It’s hard to believe the first quarter of the
2008-09 school year is now complete!

I’ve seen and heard about all sorts of won-
derful examples of teaching and learning
taking place throughout the state. I-DEA
provides a broad range of curriculum, and
my hope is that you are pleased with what
you chose this year. Now that you have
your curriculum in hand, you are faced
with the challenge of teaching it a way that
is effective and meaningful. Knowing that
instruction (teaching) has a significant
impact on student achievement, it is im-
portant that you are providing your child
with quality instruction.

How do you know if you are using effec-
tive instructional techniques? As a start-
ing point, ask yourself if the following
components of quality instruction are
included in your day to day teaching:

®  You are clear and explicit
about what is to be learned and
assessed (you have clearly
defined learning objectives for
the lesson and/or activities you
are teaching).

®  You are modeling “how to do it,”
so your children have a clear
understanding of what is ex-
pected.

®  You are checking for understand-
ing at certain points throughout
the lesson.

®  Your children are attentive and
on-task most of the time.

®  Your children are reading regu-
larly for a higher-order purpose.

(] Your children are writing regu-
larly.

®  You use rubrics to assess under-

standing. Some of the rubrics are

created by your children.

®  Your assessments are used to
evaluate a lesson’s effectiveness
and adjustments are made on the
basis of the results of the assess-
ments.

If you feel that you could use ideas as to
how you can include these components
of effective instruction, I urge you to
talk to your contact teacher. Your
teacher is a great resource to provide
you with resources and support in the
area of instruction.

Sincerely,

Linda Sterk
I-DEA Director
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Parent to Parent

Scheduling: Home Education, Anchor
Assignments, Portfolio Projects & I-DEA

My name is Michelle Funderburg and I am
the Community Coordinator for the Poca-
tello/Salmon regions. This month I would
like to talk with you about scheduling.
There has been a lot of discussion lately
about how to fit everything in. Several of
us have been struggling with ways to
balance our schedule with the normal,
recommended schooling times and then
adding in anchor assignments or portfolio
projects for our children. The following
are a few ideas from your contact teachers,
community coordinators, and other fami-
lies.

Purchase or make a calendar or planner
for each student.

Divide up the year.... for high school use

the pacing guide available for each course.
For elementary, divide the chapters up per
semester/per quarter/per month.

Fill out a monthly calendar for the entire
year...then schedule a weekly meeting with
each child to plan out the coming week.
Sundays work best for my family.

Mark things off.... kids love using high-
lighter pens or checkmarks to mark off what
they accomplished.

Ask the secondary teacher early for feed-
back or advice on an anchor assignment

before you submit it...this way feedback can

be used to make sure the project is what the
teacher is looking for and corrections can be
made in time for the final submission.

Consider an AB schedule in your
home....have four classes taught on 4 days,
three classes on B days, then plan 1.75 hours
per 4 subjects each day. One week MWF
will be 4 and TTh B days, the next week
MWEF will be B and TTh 4 days. Extra time
on B days is used for projects.

Attend Elluminate Science/Math help ses-
sions....and do not hesitate asking for help
from your contact teacher if you get stuck.

Schedule 1-2 hours per subject per week
for projects/anchors.... each anchor was
designed to take only 1-2 hours to com-
plete.

Friday Folders....an idea to decide each
Friday what work samples completed
during the week would look great in the
portfolio (to be done with your student).

Do not take time off from projects.... by
doing a little at a time there is not a big
“rush” to get it done before the due date.

For more scheduling ideas or general tips
on home education, please know that
your Community Coordinators are here
to assist! We are also home educating our
children with I-DEA and are “in the
trenches,” so to speak. We would love to
hear from you!
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Workshops
DMA/DWA Prep Workshops
Wednesday, November 19, 2008 DMA - 10:00-11:30/DWA 12:00-1:00 Salmon Innovation Center
Wednesday, November 19, 2008 DMA - 10:00-12:00/DWA 1:00-3:00 Idaho Falls Public Library
Thursday, November 20, 2008 DMA - 10:00-12:00/DWA 1:00-3:00 Southeast Resource Center

These workshops will help prepare your student for the upcoming Direct Math Assessment (DMA) or Direct Writing Assessment (DW A). All students in grades 4, 6,
and 8 will take the DMA on December 3™ and students in grades 5, 7, and 9 will take the DWA on December 2™. These workshops will take a look at past tests and
prompts and will provide tips for your students to give their best effort on these exams. Please look for the date of the workshop location that will be the closest to
you.

Environmental Resources Science Day
Thursday, November 13, 2008 10:00-12:00 Southeast Resource Center
Join us as we investigate renewable, nonrenewable, alternative energy and recycling issues in a fun way! These activities cover science standard 5.

Things to bring: old magazines, scissor, glue or tape, clear measuring cup, gallon jug, eyedropper, plate, mixing bowl.

Interested In Exploring Different Colleges In Our Area?
If you are a senior or a junior and would like a tour, please contact Melinda Campbell at SERC 208-238-1388 or melindacampbell@idahoidea.org.

The tours are for:

Idaho State (Pocatello) BYU-Idaho (Rexburg)

EITC (Eastern Idaho Technical College— Idaho Falls) CSI (College of Southern Idaho-Twin Falls)

U of I (Idaho Falls satellite)

Names of interested students and parents will be collected and then tours will be arranged for November or December. Regularly Scheduled
Elluminate Help Sessions:

First Aid/CPR Class: Science Help:

Friday, November 7, 2008 8:00-3:00 Southeast Resource Center Thursdays 12-1 mountain

Open to IDEA students grades 7-12. There are only 12 slots available so please RSVP to Jerri by November 3rd. After Nov. 3, any slots Click the link HERE
that are available may be filled by parents of the students taking the course. Remember, it is a first come, first serve basis. There will be a

cost of $10 per IDEA student to cover the certification card, anyone else taking the course the cost will be $40 ($30 class, $10 card). Math Help:

Thursdays 1-3 mountain
Help Days: Click the link HERE
Wednesday, November 12, 2008 10:00-4:00 Twin Falls Barnes & Noble Please remember to log
Tuesday, November 18, 2008 10:00-4:00 Southeast Resource Center in with your first and last
Thursday, November 20, 2008 10:00-4:00 Idaho Falls Public Library name.

The Help Days are for any secondary student needing help with anchors or additional help in any subject and portfolio help for all grades.

Lost But Found Book Store Tour

Friday, November 7, 2008 1:00pm 1332 Albion Ave, Burley, ID 83318

The owner of the book store will be giving the tour. They carry all sorts of home school books, reference material, classical literature, etc. These books are available at
a very low cost.

Community Events

Congressional Award

Would you like to encourage your teenage student to take on new challenges, be involved in the community, set goals—and then be recognized by the U.S. Congress
for their efforts? The Congressional Award is the U.S. Congress’ award for young Americans. It is a voluntary and non-competitive program as students work with
an advisor to set goals in volunteer public service, personal development, physical fitness, and expedition/exploration. It’s a great opportunity--check it out at
www.congressionalaward . For more information, please contact Jill Call, jillcall@idahoidea.org.

Idaho History Day
Idaho History Day is a yearlong educational program where students write a paper, make an exhibit, do a performance or give a documentary presentation on this
year’s theme:

"The Individual in History: Actions and Legacies"
These projects are first presented on a regional level. Winners advance on to state and then to national competition. Students can work individually or in groups of 2
to 5.
For more information, check out the website http://www.idahohistory.net/historyday.html . To view the rules and actual examples go to www.nhd.org . For more
information, please contact Susie MacPherson, susiemacpherson@idahoidea.or

For7-12 Gradesé. | DFY (ldaho Drug Free Youth)

IDFY is an extracurricular statewide student organization developed to help middle and high school students resist tobacco, drug and alcohol use. IDFY is a group of
teenagers who are willing to make Idaho a better place, through their commitment to being drug free, and sharing that choice with others! IDFY not only gives teens a
way to make that commitment, but the opportunity to meet a ton of other teens who are also committing to a drug free life!

Your Community Coordinators are committed to start IDFY Chapters in the Idaho Falls, Burley, and Pocatello areas. If you would like meeting times and locations,
please contact Mariann, Carrie or Michelle.


mailto:melindacampbell@idahoidea.org
mailto:jerrifry@idahoidea.org
http://www.congressionalaward.org
mailto:jillcall@idahoidea.org
http://www.idahohistory.net/historyday.html
http://www.nhd.org
mailto:susiemacpherson@idahoidea.org
https://sas.elluminate.com/m.jnlp?sid=1111&password=M.B1E629DD9BC0BD8A5FE0E63A813008
https://sas.elluminate.com/site/external/jwsdetect/meeting.jnlp?sid=1111&password=M.FAFB48A97B9ED899D7B7BD9C3BB561
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Constitution Day Lesson Idea

After almost two years of campaigning,
Election Day is near for the presidential candidates.
Candidates for other political offices will also be
looking forward to November 4™ as citizens go to the
polls to elect their most trusted leaders. This is a
great time for home educators to incorporate current
events into their social studies lessons. No matter
what grade level you are teaching, you will find appli-
cations to Social Studies standard 4, Civics and Gov-
ernment, at this time of year. Here are some key
election vocabulary terms:

Ballot — A list of people trying to get elected

Caucus — A meeting that happens in some states to
choose candidates for the political party’s con-
vention

Debate — A formal meeting where candidates discuss
and argue about things they feel are important in
our country

Electoral College — Each state has as many electors
as it has members in the U.S. Senate and House
of Representatives combined. When citizens go
to the polls on Election Day in their state and
vote, those votes are counted. The candidate
with the most votes in that state gets all of the
electoral votes for that state.

Election Day — The first Tuesday after the first Mon-
day in November. This year it falls on Novem-
ber 4™,

Oath — A promise

Term — The amount of time someone is elected to a
position.

Below are some activities that you might
like to do to help your students understand the elec-
tion process:

Younger Students
Make a campaign poster for their favorite candidate.

Include 3 reasons why people should vote for
this person.

Log in to www.BrainPop.com and watch the follow-
ing videos; Voting, Presidential Election, De-
mocracy, and Primaries and Caucuses. Check
out the follow up lesson plans and quizzes that
are available on this site.

Go to the library and check out, “So You Want to be
President” by Judith St. George and David
Small. Read and discuss the book with your
child.

Older Students

Hold a mock debate where students act the part of
candidates running for president or other impor-
tant offices.

Have students write a persuasive essay explaining
why people should vote for a particular candi-
date or issue.

Go to http://streaming.discoveryeducation and search
out videos on elections. There are many re-
sources here at various grade levels. Some even
come with lesson plans with ideas to further
support the social studies standards.
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Contact information:

Jerri Fry SERC Receptionist
Monday 6Friday 9-5
208-238-1388

jerrifry@idahoidea.org

Southeast Resource Staff:

Jason Bransford: Admin/Social Studiegasonbransford@idahoidea.org

Michelle Rightler: Biology michellerightler@idahoidea.org

Melinda Campbell: Englishmelindacampbell@idaho.idea.org

Andrea BuckBaker: Contact Teacheandreabuckbaker@idahoidea.org

Jennifer Aiton: Secondary Musigenniferaiton@idahoidea.org

Michelle Funderburg: Community Coordinatormichellefunderburg@idahoidea.org

Paula Way: Contact Teachepaulaway@idahoidea.org

Duane Blackburn: Special Educatiorduaneblackburn@idahoidea.org

Mary Thompson: Contact Teacher/IDLA Site Coordinatormarythompson@idahoidea.org

Amber Stimpson: Contact Teacheamberstimpson@idahoidea.org

Terri Meyer: Business Teacheterrimeyer@idahoidea.org

Carrie Churba: Community Coordinatorcarriechurba@idahoidea.org

Jennifer Mechan: Art & Contact Teachejennifermecham@idahoidea.org

00One of
of life is to keep our
intellectual curiosity

acute. o6

William Lyon Phelps



http://www.BrainPop.com
http://streaming.discoveryeducation.com/
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Counsel orodos Corner

Hello Parents and High School Students:

The topic for this week is an important one for students who plan to go to college. It is wise to start preparing in the 11™ grade for col-
lege readiness. What I mean by readiness includes locating and researching potential colleges of interest. This would include finding
out what the college requires for admission tests. College admission tests continue to be an important part of the college admission
process. The two major tests widely used are the SAT and the ACT. Each college usually has its own preference of test. Of course you
would have the option of taking both tests as well. Also the test can be taken several times to try and better the score. Keep in mind that
S many college s¢holarships ytilize the test scores for qualification and acceptance purposes. They are also used for placement purposes.
3 -(I; 2 g n % { a ?hghbéhfr tﬁe icore jhe betler Ehance of receiving college scholarships and enrollment acceptance.

reaching your goal.

The tragedy of life SAT AND ACT TEST DATES -
lies in having no Dec 6™ SAT - (Register by Nov. 5") e
goal to & B"MCT - (Register by Nov. 7 i—\};\i)
Jan 24™ SAT - (Reg. by Dec. 26) Feb 7" ACT - (Register by Jan. 6™) P ,</( ’\\:t(j \
o March 14" SAT i (Reg. by Feb 10) April 4" ACT - (Register by Feb. 27™) e *‘él /| \"\
Benjamin E. Mays May 2" SAT i (Reg. by March 31) June 6™ SAT i (Reg. by May 5) o

June 13" ACT - (Register by June 13™)

College Board.com is an excellent source of information in regards to all aspects of college readiness. You can build a profile, investi-
gate and research college and scholarship opportunities and register for the SAT.

ACT Registration should be done on the web site www.actstudent.org Please be advised that registration and payment needs to be a
month in advance.

Important Note: Please use our school code on any college entrance exams. This enables us to get the scores, so we can process
scholarship applications properly. 130064

Please do not hesitate to contact me if you have any questions!

Online Programs with Brenda!

I’d like to take this opportunity to thank all of you who have participated in my Elluminate sessions about the online resources available to you. Some of you have
been able to participate live and others have watched the recorded sessions. Many of you have taken the time to send me comments and suggestions about these ses-
sions. Your input is greatly appreciated and I take each email into consideration as I plan for future sessions.

Here is what is planned for Elluminate sessions for both parents and students for the month of November. These sessions will be about 1 hour in length.

Parents i all sessions begin at 12:30 PM PST / 1:30 PM MST

Wednesday, November 12 MyAccess! How to use prewriting tools with your students. Set the stage for success before they put pen to
paper (or fingers to the keyboard!)

Wednesday, November 19 Discovery Education Science Join me in exploring all the exciting possibilities for inquiry-based science
instruction through this software.
Students i all sessions begin at 9 AM PST /10 AM MST

Friday, November 7 MyAccess! — Join us for more about using the Prewriting Wizard in narrative writing (creating stories and
autobiographies). We are going to preview a new “picture prompt”. Be one of the first to work on this type of
assignment in MyAccess!

Friday, November 14 PLATOT Let’s explore the tricks of using PLATO as a student

Friday, November 21 MyAccess! - We’ll look at My Tutor and My Editor for suggestions to improve the “picture prompt” essay
we saw on November 7. What’s your story?

Both parent and student sessions are accessed through this link:
https://sas.elluminate.com/m.jnlp?sid=1111&password=M.CIBA9C59937A1D5696D6ED9AA44E24

Discovery Education update: By now each of you has an active account in Discovery Education. You should have received an email from me with updated login

info. Please contact me right away if you are having trouble accessing either Streaming or DE Science.

BrainPOP idea: In the technology section of BrainPOP, you’ll find some great information about using the Internet safely, and about conducting successful searches
on the Internet. Try these two links with your students. (You’ll need to login to view these. Remember: username = idea2008 and password = families).

Online Safety: http://www.brainpop.com/technology/computersandinternet/onlinesafety/
Internet Searches: http://www.brainpop.com/technology/computersandinternet/internetsearch/


https://sas.elluminate.com/m.jnlp?sid=1111&password=M.C1BA9C59937A1D5696D6ED9AA44E24
http://www.brainpop.com/technology/computersandinternet/onlinesafety/
http://www.brainpop.com/technology/computersandinternet/internetsearch/
http://www.actstudent.org
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