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From our Director
~Contributed by Jason Bransford, dDEA Director

want to take a moment to reflectfor everyone, learning to work hard_ast year, the -DEA

upon some of the accomplishmentsnd learn responsibility at an earlgt C dzii dzNB I Iy - Gis -

of I-DEA students. | am very proud afge is critical for future success. won their division in:
these students and want to recognize . Idaho and advanced t
their efforts and that of their parentsApprox'mately 64% Of“[DEA_ graduates, p, o national
and IDEA staff. | cannot mention all oftténd college or technical school,mhetition held in Washington D.C.

the successes that | have seen, but wifmediately upon graduation fromg ¢ 3 5 (&1 yoa | 002 YJLIX A & K

mention a few that stand out as” A. The colleges and technic(ﬁ‘htlined in the statewide newsletter to

representative of the great work thatSChoOIs that our students attended,| sopq0| administrators in Idaho.
is happening amongst us. were located across the country, but a

significant portion stayed in Idaho foFor 2 consecutive years;DEA has
We saw a 750% (that is not a typd)igher education. made AYP (Adequate Yearly Progress)
increase in the number of dual credit ) X®¢ KA & Y SDBA Studénts lini
courses taken by IDEA students thi!® @verage ACT composite score E?Jades 38 and 10 met or exceeded
year when compared with last year af’EA seniors has outpaced the stafgg 41 targets outlined in No Child Left
the same time. Considering that th&V€'age: Our 20_09 graduates had pping | Reading 87% of our
average total cost of collegetV€rage composite ACT score of 23g,qents scored proficient or better;
attendance is $6,000 per semestetVNile the state average was 21.6. 4, 7694 and language usage 79%.
taking advantage of these courses is i o )
good financial ~and educationabé:;%ru;';i p:as\te th:Zike{ieaer DEoCelr F:ould easily fill an entire newsletter
decision for eligible students. $500,000 in scholarships. We all knoWith  the accorppllshments of our
Around 57% of-DEA graduates had the vglue of scholarship money istudents, but | simply want to express
job while enrolled in our school. pffsettujg the costs of hlghgrmy thanks to the parents, staff, and
believe that IDEA students have ;ducatlon, and | believe that thistudents who work so hard and see
strong work ethic that will serve thepPuPStantial amount of ‘money inhe vision of what our students can
well the rest of their lives. WhieScholarships is a testament to th‘?zlccomplish when we all work
holding a job during high school is n&@lent that FDEA students possess. together.

Parent to Parent

~Contributed by Community Coordinator Susie McPherson

All of us have a need to be recogach subject. By the end of théinder. Make the cover yours! Take
nized for the work we do. This esschool year, each one of these stalNh a1 &= Al R2SayQf
pecially includes our children wittdards for each class must be illus-
their schoolwork! And sometimes itrated in some way to your contacOn the inside, includeg videos of
gets tricky to get this accomplisheteacher. your child doing a science experi
when you school at home! ment, pictures taken at a field trip,
What does a portfolio look like? programs from a play or recital that
At FDEA, we have this opportunityone basic idea for a portfolio is a ey performed in or attended,
to show off twice a year during theing binder with dividers. The numpower point presentation of a social
portfolio conference. What is a ber of dividers equals the number ostudies project, or food they made
portfolio conference? It is a time classes your child is taking. The firfsom a country they were studying.
for your child to present to his orsheet of paper behind each dividelf your child is proud of what they
her teacher the work that they haves a printed list of the standards foglid, that will be reflected back to
completed. Each subject your chilthat class. By the end of the schogiour contact teacher when they
is enrolled in has a set of standardyear, each subject should have aghare it with them. High school
At the time of the conference, theillustration of each standard. students: include illustrations of
portfolio should clearly show whatt K (i Q& RS d ISdincaepBidrk @sid8s just the ancho
standards have been addressed fdive. Start off by personalizing youassignments. Cont. Page 4
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Harvest to Hibernation
~Contributed by Paula Way Contact Teacher

oty

-T--

vy

s we head from harvest intoplants from seed. You give therter experi-
winter and hibernation, | amall the sunlight (love) they needgnce this
actually thinking ahead to springou water them (attend to theiryear. Some
Planning for flower beds, anéhdividual physical needs) as théynes bring-

vegetable gardens is best workegquire to thrive, and you giveing in an-
out before you need to beginthem nutrients (educationalother gar-
planting, and one of the things toutrition) to enhance their grow-dener to
plan is whether you want to starting into mature beautiful flowerggive you

. the plants from seedlings, or dand plentiful vegetables, or fruitome ideas on how to
Students participating in you want to just go buy the planteriodically, you assess what tise garden will enhance your
the Extended Reading _from a nursery. If you decide togoing well and if you need to adg@nowledge and expertise.
Program. olt igy wil séellliigs your decisioor reduce nutrients (portfolio

(;d\ z 2 L ? s favori t,tﬁen {apeb Brga whole new level qgonferences)_

school, O,Rrithent 3 You ensure your , contact teacher when you have
parent. seedlings have the correct amount  JUst like a gardener reflects omuestions of any kind. He/She is

of water, sunlight, and nutrients idrow well the garden did, you will the more experienced gardener to
' ' look back on the previous year help you get your seedlings
and reflect on those experi- started!

dondt forge

grow into a full productive plant.

The objective of

education is to

prepare the young  Online Programs with Diane i Searching for

to educate
themselves
throughout their

lives.

Robert Maynard Hutchins

Apangeal earning

Rii-iidesom

| see making the decision te@nces that worked well for your

educate your children at home ashildren and where to make
similar to deciding to start youradjustments to have an even bet-

N

Information

~Contributed by Diane Neal, Online Curriculum Supervisor

hildren today are surrounded

by digital technology. From
computers to cell phones to MP3
players students are interacting
with various forms of technology
each day. But is knowing how to
operate all of these tools enough?
The ISTE, International Society for
Technology in Education, has
developed a set of standards fos
students to prepare them to
become proficient in the use of
technology for success in higher
education and the job market.
These standards are referred to gg
NETS, or National Educational
Technology Standards.

The NETS are broken down into six

categories, much like the

standards in other academic

subjects. The categories are:

e Creativity and Innovation-
Students demonstrate®
creative thinking, construct
knowledge, and develop
innovative  products and

processes using technology.
e Communication and®

Collaboration- Students use demon-

digital media and strate a
environments to sound

communicate and  work under- "ﬁ'ﬁ
collaboratively, including at a  standing of

distance, to support technology concepts, sys-
individual learning and tems, and operations.
contribute to the learning of

others. The ISTE further breaks each
Research and Informationstandard into  grade level

Fluency - Students apply appropriate goals for students.

digital tools to gather, For example, in standard 6 a stuf
evaluate, and uSedent in grades ® would be ex-
information. pected to navigate electronic
Critical Thinking, Problenmbooks, grades -3 would create or

Solving, and Decision Makingodify works of art for a digital
Students use critical thinkingoresentation, grades-8 integrate
skills to plan and conduct variety of file types to create and|
research, manage projectsijlustrate a document, and grades
solve problems, and maked-12 troubleshoot hardware,

informed  decisions  usingsoftware and network systems.
appropriate digital tools and
resources.

If you are interested in learning
Digital Citizenship Students more about the ISTE standards fo
understand human, culturalstudents, please visit the ISTE
and societal issues related tquebsite by clicking the following
technology and practice legajink: Technology Standards fori
and ethical behavior. Students | would be happy to
Technology Operations andend you a copy of the standards
Concepts Students@Al SYlFAfI &2 R4

Yy Qi


http://www.iste.org/Content/NavigationMenu/NETS/ForStudents/2007Standards/Profiles/NETS_for_Students_2007_Profiles.htm
http://www.iste.org/Content/NavigationMenu/NETS/ForStudents/2007Standards/Profiles/NETS_for_Students_2007_Profiles.htm

I-DEA Northern Region Newsletter November 2009

Page 3

Ask a Teacheifi Getting the Most from High School Math

~Contributed by Keith Meyer, Secondary Math and Physics

0 With the addition of In the pacing guides, | tried td@he other 2 anchors take about 1

Apangea as a requiremenkeep the number of requiredto 1.5 hours to complete.
we are concerned about beindgessons from the texts down toCo mbi ned, t his
able to complete everything thaaround 55 that need to be doneabout 7675 hour s of
is required for MathDo you have each semester. Since there ammaterial for the semester. The
an any insight? about 90 days in the semestergst can be used as needed to

that means that are 35 that areeview older topics, or whatever

-This is a really common . ;
A uestion and ¥he otherPen and flexible. is needed to meet thg ngeds of
q student. Also, this is only

the
secondary teachers seems to gé{pangea was added to replace;msidering the hour each day of
similar questions as well. | caaf the anchors. There are only 5in classoé time
understand that the requirementgourses to be completed in tha% ut of cl ass > |

can look daunting, but it was segprogram this semester, Whic'}hat our students peers have
up to be very doable. should take about A0 hours. every week

Ask a Community Coordinator i He | p ! | candt
~Contributed by Susie MacPherson, Community Coordinator, Deary

Qc How do you do it all? afternoon. One of the advan-

tages of homeschooling is that
we can do lessons in the morn-
ing or early afternoon when

ble the batch. Involve the chil-
dren with the meal prepara-
tion. It improves their math

- Ddz§aa oKl Gz SKisggdoudlings driglipg) and

Educating at home works
best when it involves the whole®
family. Let me give you a few
suggestions:

e Job list: Assign jobs to each of
your children. This list can be
posted on the refrigerator or
wall in a commonly used area. ®

e Cook in bulk: When you take
the time to make homemade
stew, make an extra large
batch. Making muffins? Dou-

gives them self worth.

Babysit ceop: Do you need
some alone time with youre
older children to do some qual-
ity teaching or a night out with
your husband? Trade babysit-
ting time with other families
Schedule outside activities
together:  When | had 4 chile
dren taking violin, mandolin
and piano lessons, | scheduled
all of their lessons on the same

the brick and mortar children
are in school.

Dad is a teacher too: Need [
help teaching science? Have'

Dad do it after supper while

you are cleaning up the dishes
or spending some special time
with the younger ones.

Siblings helping each other:
Have the older children read to
the younger ones. This builds
strong ties

Susie MacPherson

Cont. pg. 4

Ask An Administrator i Spam

~Contributed by Josh Femreite, Technology Director

(@
-How do | stop spam fromwo separate spam filters to helpments anytime you sign up for y I
coming into my inbox andreduce the amount of spam yowomething. Because you are home N ~ /I~
what is }DEA doing to stop spam receive. Spam filters try to be asducators a lot of the  resources \( /
efficient as they can be, blockingou use are online. Anytime you
A_No one likes spam. It igbout 80%90% of spam messagesign up for a new account watch ‘/Q\\\
intrusive and  annoying.(in the last week our spam filterdor the section where it asks for \—’((if‘;

There is no way to eliminate afplocked 25,000 spam messagesjour permission to send you email
spam, but we can do our best t$Pammers are constantly changingodates or to allow their partners

reduce it. Symantec recently retheir methods finding new ways tdo send you email updates. If you
leased stats on the most spamme@éet around filters. It becomes @pt to allow them to do this,

states. Idaho ranks #1 with 93.8%at and mouse game of spam fithances are you are also allowing
of our received email being sparfers being updated to block thethem to sell your email address to
(link to pdf http:// newest methods and spammersther companies which will in-
www.messagelabs.com/mlireport/ffinding other ways around them. crease the amount of spam you

MLI_2009Sep_Spam_US FINAng how can
f), this means our task to reducg
spam is even that much mor
difficult.

Josh Femreite

get.
you help re_duc’;)e th&he second thing | recommend is
'mour}t of spam you receive’ ) T create a separate junk email
first thing | always tell people is tQ 4 ess.

tDEA currently deF)onsread the privacy disclosure state- Cont. Pg. 5



http://www.messagelabs.com/mlireport/MLI_2009Sep_Spam_US_FINAL.pdf
http://www.messagelabs.com/mlireport/MLI_2009Sep_Spam_US_FINAL.pdf
http://www.messagelabs.com/mlireport/MLI_2009Sep_Spam_US_FINAL.pdf
http://www.messagelabs.com/mlireport/MLI_2009Sep_Spam_US_FINAL.pdf
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From our Regional Director - Staying Healthy
~Contributed by Jason Bransford, Director of the Southeast Resource Center

Recently, the news has beework with you to make sureprecautions
inundated with reports of deadlines are met and meeting ate  sanitize
school attendance being downescheduled. Staff members hassommonly
due to iliness. Since we are a dibeen asked to stay home if theyouched
tance education school, we are iare showing signs of illness asirfaces on a
a unique situation where we havgyg). regular basis.

increa_lse_d flexibility to avoid othyye ask that you exercise underThere is also
ers with ilinesses. standing if appointments are rehandsanitizer available for staff
Please remember that if you or acheduled for this reason. | besnqg visitors to the centers as well.

member of your immediate familyieve we would all rather deal wit .
y taking a few extra steps and

eing proeactive, we can all help
each other stay healthy and ready

is showing symptoms of an illnesthe inconvenience of reschedulin
stay home. Although you may noa meeting than to spread illness t
be showing symptoms right awayne another.

you could still pass along the the centers we are taking extrd® €2 _
iliness to others. Teachers an@recautions as well. Staff in thé/e wish you and your family all

staff will make every effort tocenters are taking extrathe best.

Counsel ormAter eRPSATe r

~Contributed by Melissa Johnson, iDEA Guidance Counselor

W HAT TO DO AFTER YOU RECEIVE PSAT/NMSQT SCORES

The PSAT is a practice exam in preparation for the SAT or ACT which are utilized for

college entrance and scholarship eligibility. These college entrance exams can be a test

of students test taking skills as well as their academic knowledge. After receiving the

scores students can take several steps which to improve their skills and knowledge in

attempts to prepare better for finding the college and career that best suits their talents and needs.

Here is a web site that has MANY resources and can assist students in developing a plan for| college
readinesshttp://www.collegeboard.com/student/testing/psat/scores/report.html

Preparing for college will include several steps.
e  First you will want to analyze the PSAT scores and utilize this information to better prepare for the SAT
and ACT.

e Prepare a study plan including taking SAT practice tests and any other materials which will enhance
your test taking skills.

e  Search college matches based on your talents, interests and locations
Investigate majors and careers which correspond with available colleges
Create a personal account with collegeboard.com which allows you to access saved information and
other organizational resources and information which can assist in the months to come with college
preparation.
Please refer to the website listed above to access lots of information on college entrance, understanding
PSAT scores and creating a personal profile to aid in college search issues.

Please contact me with any questions. Melissa Johnson, IDEA Counselor 208.457.1019

Ask a Community Coordinator between the siblings and instills the love of reading to the

~ Cont. from Pg 3 younger ones and builds the reading skills of the older ones.
5A40ALX AYySY ¢KAA Aa LINROHOTE
R2yS¢ o ¢KS FILYAtASE GKFIG aR2 AG Fftté KFOS OKATF

ules and routines. Need help with discipline? Love and Logic is a great resource. Ask your community coor-
dinator for more information.

Sharing the portfolio is a time for the student to have one on one time

Parent to Parent

IDAHO ~Cont, from Pg 1 with their teacher. This is the|] stu
DISTANCE values of a portfolio conference is that the level of performance by the |stu-
EDUCATION] dentwill be elevated because now they are presenting their work to an audience. Parents love the opportu-
ACADEMY nity of the bar being raised, students love the captive audience and teachers enjoy visiting with a student who

[Educating Through Partnership One Child at a Time

is excited about their work!

www.idahoidea.org 800-871-5057 (District Office) 208457-1019 (Post Falls Resource Center)



