
Hello, 

This month, I would like to share some 
thoughts on assessment.  The word 
‗assessment‘ often conjures up images 

of tests, tests and more tests.  However, 
assessment should be seen as 
‗feedback‘.  When you have received 
feedback in your personal experiences, 
it is likely that you adjusted your ap-
proach to how you were doing some-
thing.  It is the same for teaching: ―the 
function of feedback is to help teachers 
and students make adjustments that 
will improve students‘ achievement of 
intended curricular aims‖ (Popham, 

2008).  

Feedback is a powerful tool when in-
structing children.  In fact, ―the most 
powerful single modification that en-
hances achievement is FEEDBACK. The 
simplest prescription for improving edu-
cation must be "dollops of 
feedback" (Hattie, 1992). 
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IDEAõs mission statement 
Through technology and partnership between parents and 
educators, the Idaho Distance Education Academy pro-

motes and supports a modern education system that delivers 
innovative, relevant, and rigorous education to each child. 

Effective feedback must 
be specific to the content 
learned and the assess-
ment must be specific to 
the curriculum being 

used. 

I encourage you to discuss the 
topic of formative assessment with 
your contact teacher.  Your 
teacher can provide you ideas and 
suggestions as to how you can 
include effective feedback in your 
daily instruction. 

Happy Holidays! 
Linda Sterk 

 The anticipation of 
the holiday season always 
conjures up in my mind 
thoughts of baking, decorat-
ing, projects, etc.  Planning for 
it all is such fun until I try to 
combine it with the reality of 
day to day responsibilities such 
as schooling.   Math problems, 
punctuation rules, or world 
geography just don‘t seem to 
provide that same tingle of 
holiday excitement.   Both are 
important, is there a way to 
make it work? 

 Here are a few sug-

gestions that might help.  First, 

―when—then‖ statements are 

great and keep things positive.  

It‘s amazing how quickly an 

assignment can get finished 

when there is something excit-
ing waiting to happen.  So, 
when my child asks if we can 
work on a gift for Grandma, 
instead of my answer being, 
―No, we have schoolwork to do‖ 
it can be, ―Sure, when we have 
our math problems done, then 
we can work on the gift.‖  An-
other example, ―When we have 
finished the rough draft of that 
report, then we can get out the 
art supplies and make cards.‖  

 Another idea is to 

adapt assignments to fit the 

holiday season.  Writing assign-

ments could be Christmas letters 

or a report on your family‘s holi-

day traditions.  Math problems 

can take more of a holiday slant 

involving Rudolph or 

holiday themes.  Social Studies 
can include holiday customs or 
legends from around the 
world, etc.  Don‘t be afraid to 
adapt the lessons to fit the 
season.  

 A third suggestion, 
especially for older students, is 
to try to stay ahead of the 
game to allow for flexibility as 
needed.  Anchor assignments 
will certainly not add a lot of 
holiday cheer if they are left 
until the last minute! 

 One of the joys of 

schooling our children at 

home is the chance to spend 

more time together in learning 

and doing—a wonderful mix 

even during the holidays!  --Jill 

By providing your child with ongo-
ing feedback, you are letting him/her 
know what is being done well, what 
needs a little more work, and what 
standards, skills or content they have 
mastered.  When a child under-
stands where he/she is at, they will 

then know how to move forward. 

 

 What is effective feedback? 

In order for feedback to be 
effective, it must be timely.  
Students must receive feed-
back throughout the learn-
ing process and not just at 
the end of a chapter, for 
example.  Feedback pro-
vided throughout a learning 
experience is called Forma-
tive Assessment. Types of 
formative assessments in-
clude discussions with key 
questions and answers, 
short quizzes, and checking 
for understanding with on-
going projects. 
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Idaho Drug Free Youth (IDFY) 
Saturday, Nov. 15th, 4:00pm-6:00pm: Students grades 7-12 are invited to IDFY, a club that encourages positive life choices, connection with other local 
teens, leadership skills and community service. We‘ll meet from 4:00-5:00pm at Danik Gymnastics (the new building at 1510 E. Watertower Rd., Merid-
ian - around the corner from the old gym) during open gym for primary students, then we‘ll take over the gym from 5:00-6:00pm!  
 

Roaring Springs Water Park 
‗Roaring Reader‘ Program 
Deadline Wednesday, Dec. 17th :   I-DEA K-12 students who complete and log 600 min. (10 hrs.) of recreational reading (or being read to) between 
February 1

st
 and Mar. 27

th
,  can earn a free one-day pass to Roaring Springs Water Park in June (becomes a buy-one-get-one-free pass after June 30

th
).  

The home teacher will receive a pass too!  Register now by emailing Lo at lorifoley@idahoidea.org with: first and last name of the home teacher, mail-
ing address, and the first and last name and grade of participating students. Reading logs will be sent to registrants in January. 
 
T.C. Bird Planetarium, Capital High School  
―The Star of Bethlehem‖ 
Thursday, Dec. 18th, 1:00pm-2:00pm, $1.00/person at the door: You and your K-12 students won‘t want to miss this annual planetarium presentation, 
which re-visits the mysterious night sky over 2,000 years ago when three wise men followed a unique star into Bethlehem in search of the Messiah.  Set 
to joyous holiday music, ‗The Star of Bethlehem‘ examines religious, cultural and scientific explanations in a one-hour, ‗star-studded‘ multi-media presen-
tation.  Seating is limited to the first 60 K-12 students and parents to RSVP to Lo at lorifoley@idahoidea.org.  Sorry - younger siblings will not be able to 
attend. 
 

Contests & Awards 
Idaho History Day Contest 

History buffs in 6-12
th

 grades are encouraged to enter the 2008-09 History Day Contest.  Research and present projects tied to the theme ―The Individ-
ual in History: Actions and Legacies‖, as an exhibit, documentary, performance or paper.  Individuals and groups compete at the local level, and may 
advance to state/national competitions to win cash and scholarships. Visit www.nhd.org ; click on Programs.  Contact Susie at susiemacpher-
son@idahoidea.org. 
 
Congressional Award Program 

Teens interested in setting and achieving their own goals in community service, physical fitness and personal development, and receiving Congres-
sional recognition for their efforts, should visit www.CongressionalAward.org and sign up for this prestigious award program! 

Student activities and events 

DMA & DWA Dates & Times 

BOISE RESOURCE CENTER  

WEEKLY LABS & WORKSHOPS 

 
Anchor Help Session:   (12/9)             11:00-1:00
             
Info Session:  (12/4)                  7:00p.m.-8:00p.m.
                 
FY-Danik Gym:  (12/13)             4:00-=6:00 
                
Future City-Nampa:  (12/16)               1:00-3:00         
 
CPR Class: (12/5)                8:00-5:00 
 
PE Workshop:  (12/12)               1:00-2:00 
Standard 3 (K-12) For  Parents 
 
PE Workshop: (12/12)               2:00-3:30 
Personal Fitness (7-12 grades) 

Regularly Scheduled Elluminate Help Sessions: 

Biology Lectures:  Tuesdays10:00 a.m. Mountain 
Science Help:  Thursdays 12-1p.m. Mountain 

Math Help:  Thursdays 1-3 p.m. Mountain 
Parent Elluminate:  Wednesdays 1:30-3:30 p.m. Mountain  

Please remember to log in with your first and last name. 
 

Biology Lectures: 
https://sas.elluminate.com/m.jnlp?sid=1111&password=M.B1E629DD9BC0BD8A5FE0E63A813008 
 
Science Help: 
https://sas.elluminate.com/m.jnlp?sid=1111&password=M.B1E629DD9BC0BD8A5FE0E63A813008 
 
Math Help: 
https://sas.elluminate.com/site/external/jwsdetect/meeting.jnlp?
sid=1111&password=M.FAFB48A97B9ED899D7B7BD9C3BB561 

 Times Testing Location 

Parents: 

 
Please make sure you arrive at your 
designated testing site at least 15 

minutes ahead of time to ensure a less 
stressful testing environment.  

DMA 
8th Grade: 8:30 - 10:30 am 

6th Grade: 11:00 - 1:00 
4th Grade: 1:30 - 3:30 

 
DWA 

9th Grade: 8:30 - 10:30 am 
7th Grade: 11:00 - 1:00 
5th Grade: 1:30 - 3:30 

Boise Resource Center  
8620 W. Emerald, Suite 190  

Boise, Idaho 83704  
(208)672 -1155  

  
DMA: 1:00 - 3:00 
DWA: 1:00 - 3:00 

Hispanic Cultural Center  
315 Stampede Drive  
Nampa, Idaho 83687  

(208) 442 -0823  

mailto:lorifoley@idahoidea.org
mailto:lorifoley@idahoidea.org
http://www.nhd.org
https://sas.elluminate.com/m.jnlp?sid=1111&password=M.B1E629DD9BC0BD8A5FE0E63A813008
https://sas.elluminate.com/m.jnlp?sid=1111&password=M.B1E629DD9BC0BD8A5FE0E63A813008
https://sas.elluminate.com/site/external/jwsdetect/meeting.jnlp?sid=1111&password=M.FAFB48A97B9ED899D7B7BD9C3BB561
https://sas.elluminate.com/site/external/jwsdetect/meeting.jnlp?sid=1111&password=M.FAFB48A97B9ED899D7B7BD9C3BB561
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Contact information: 

Lori Foley, BRC Receptionist 

Monday – Friday 8-5 

208-672-1155 

lorifoley@idahoidea.org 

Boise Resource Center Regional Staff: 

 

Laurie Wolfe: (Director—Boise Resource Center) lauriewolfe@idahoidea.org  

Mary Whitworth: (Administrative Assistant)  mwhitworth@idahoidea.org 

Diane Neal: (Lead Teacher) dianeneal@idahoidea.org  

Lyn Beighley: (Contact Teacher) lynbeighley@idahidea.org 

Jared Bissen: (Special Ed Teacher) jaredbissen@idahoidea.org 

Kendal Fleshman: (Contact Teacher) kendalfleshman@idahoidea.org  

MiRanda Foley:(Contact Teacher) mirandafoley@idahoidea.org 

Theresa Foster :(Contact Teacher) theresafoster@idahoidea.org 

Jana Schaefer: (Contact Teacher) janaschaefer@idahoidea.org 

Laura Sharek: (Contact Teacher) laurasharek@idahoidea.org 

Sean Short: ( Secondary Teacher) seanshort@idahoidea.org 

Ivan Tulilov: (PE Teacher) ivantulilov@idahoidea.org 

Regina Turner: (Contact Teacher) reginaturner@idahoidea.org 

Dallas Hartshorn: (Systems Engineer) dhartshorn@idahoidea.org 

Andy Archer: (Computer Technician) aarcher@idahoidea.org 

WINTER SCIENCE                                                                                                   

Almost everyone knows that each 
snowflake is unique, but did you 
know that it can take up to two hours 
for that falling snowflake to reach the 
ground?  Wintertime isn‘t just about 
shoveling snow to get your car off 
your property or packing extra blan-
kets in the trunk in case of emer-
gency.  It‘s also about discovery, both 
indoors and out!  Here are a few sci-
ence ideas that you can do with your 
students. 

Animals: 

Make a list of animals with 
your children and then iden-
tify how those animals keep 
warm.  Do they snuggle up, 
seek more shelter, increase 
the heat by migrating, mov-
ing near hot springs, or do 
they bundle up?  What do 
people do in very cold cli-
mates to keep warm? 

Go for a walk and look for 
animal tracks. Draw the tracks 
in a notebook and try to iden-

tify them.  

Find out where different local 
insects go and what they do 

in winter. 

Make a mosaic picture in the 
snow, with birdseed. Is there a 
difference in the types of birds 
that visit the mosaic versus 
visiting your bird-

feeder?  Why? 

 

Ice and Snow: 

Section off three areas of 
snow.  Sprinkle salt on one, 
sand on another and sugar 
on the third area.  Which sec-
tion is least slippery?  Which 
area melts first?  Why? 

Does more or less weight make 
a sled go faster? 

What is denser: snow, water or 
ice?  

Make an ice candle using a 5 
gallon bucket, cooking spray (or 
oil), water and some really cold 
weather.  Spray the cooking 
spray (or rub the oil) on the in-
side of the bucket.  Fill it ¾ full of 
water and set it outside to freeze 
(overnight a minimum).  In the 
morning remove the ice 
block.  There should still be some 
liquid and slush at the bottom 
that didn‘t freeze.  Pour off the 
slush and flip it upside down and 
let freeze for 4 more hours.  The 
pocket that results is great for 
holding a candle.  It looks great 
at night! 

Liar Paradox (Eubulid or Epimenides Paradox) 
 
This is a well known paradox written by the great 
stoical logician Chrysippos. The poet, grammar-
ian and critic Philetus of Cos was said to have 
died of exhaustion attempting to resolve it.  
 

 A Cretan sails to Greece and says to 
some Greek men who are standing 
upon the shore: "All Cretans are liars." Did 
he speak the truth, or did he lie?  

 
 A week later, the Cretan sailed to Greece 

again and said: "All Cretans are liars and 
all I say is the truth." Although the Greeks 
on the shore weren't aware of what he 
had said the first time, they were truly 
puzzled.  

 
If someone says "I always lie", are they telling the 
truth? Or are they lying? 



US BANK SCHOLARSHIP — Thirty $1000 scholar-

ship awarded in a random drawing.  No essays, 

no minimum GPA required.  Program runs Octo-

ber through February.   

Apply online at 

www.usbank.com/studentbanking .   

Be sure to go to the internet scholarship program 

site not to the loan application site.  

DEADLINE: February 2009 

SAE Society of Automotive Engineers - New this 

year, no application fees!  Range in value from 

$1000 to $10,000. To qualify, applicant must en-

roll in an engineering program.   

Online applications are available at  

www.sae.org/students/engschlr.htm.  

Deadline: December 1 
  

BILL GATES MILLENNIUM SCHOLARSHIP- This 
scholarship gives students the opportunity to 
graduate from college debt free.  African Ameri-
can, American Indian/Alaska Natives, Asian Pacific 
Islander American, and students of Hispanic 
American origin are eligible to apply.  You must 
have a Grade point of 3.3, and plan to attend 
college in the fall of ‘09.  

Apply online at www.gmsp.org. 
 All paper applications must be postmarked by 

January 12, 2009, and all online 
 applications must be submitted by  

January 12, 2009. 
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ON-LINE PROGRAMS WITH BRENDA 

I‘d like to take this opportunity to thank all of you who have participated in my Elluminate sessions about the online resources available to you. A few you have 
been able to participate live. The majority of you have let me know that you are watching the recorded session at a time that is most convenient for you. I will 
continue to offer the live sessions in December but I am thinking that perhaps recorded sessions will be the best route after that. I‘d love to hear more from you 
on the subject. Feel free to drop me an email at brendahayes@idahoidea.org and let me know your thoughts. 
 
Here is what is planned for Online Resource Elluminate sessions for both parents and students for the month of December. These sessions will be about 1 hour 
in length.  
 
Parents – all sessions begin at 12:30 PM PST / 1:30 PM MST 
 

Wednesday, December 3 eCIS for Parents  The best-kept secret that helps you and your students plan for life beyond high school. 
Don‘t miss this one – there are features here that you can use in your own career as well. I highly recom-
mend this session for parents with students in grades 7-12. 

Wednesday, December 10 DE Streaming for parents We‘ll discuss more tools and teaching strategies using Streaming. We‘ll go into 
depth on some of the tools that we previewed in September. This is a continuation of that session, not a 
repeat. 

Wednesday, December 17 Blue Book of Grammar for Parents  Join me to learn how to use this powerful website for teaching grammar 
and punctuation. Complete with online quizzes and printable resources, this is a great addition to your 
teacher‘s bag of tricks. 

 
Students – all sessions begin at 9 AM PST /10 AM MST 
 

Friday, December 5 MyAccess! for students  Let‘s learn to write very persuasive essays. There are some great tools and tricks you 
can learn in MyAccess. You can share some of your writing if you like with others in the live session.  

Friday, December 12 eCIS for students Let‘s look at the many career opportunities there are for you beyond high school. We‘ll 
use eCIS to investigate careers, schools, scholarships – even the high school courses you can take to prepare 
for that dream job you want.  

Friday, December 19 My Access! for Students  Before we take a break for the holidays, we‘ll look at those $50 words and try to 
improve on a sample essay. Several heads are better than one – let‘s look at the rubric and design an essay 
together that scores well. Let me know if you would like to share any of your writing during this time to-
gether.  

Both parent and student sessions are accessed through this link:  

https://sas.elluminate.com/m.jnlp?sid=1111&password=M.C1BA9C59937A1D5696D6ED9AA44E24 

Hello IDEA parents and students, 
 
Now is the time to apply for scholarships 
and financial aid.  I am listing several sites to 
aid your search.    
 
www.finaid.org/scholarships 
www.brokescholar.com 
www.hsf.net 
www.cksf.org 
www.dollarsforscholars.org  

www.collegeanswer.com 

www.christianconnector.com    

www.commonapp.org  

www.nasfaa.org 
www.myniche.org 

www.nic.edu   

www.careervoyages.gov 
www.firstinthefamilly.org 

www.salliemae.com 

 www.fastweb.com   
www.collegeboard.com      

www.axa-achievement.com   

 www.meritaid.com  

  

 MeritAid.com is the first comprehensive 

Web site dedicated to helping students 

with the college search by matching them 

to merit-based scholarships from colleges 

across the country. 

ELKS SCHOLARSHIPS-  Application information 
online at  
www.elks.org/ENF/ScholarsOurScholarships.cfm  

 
For Most Valuable Student Scholarships (National) 
and Legacy Awards  

(National).Deadline:  January 9, 2009.  

 
ABBOTT & FENNER SCHOLARSHIP-  
Scholarship amount $1000.  To apply for this 
scholarship you will need to write and essay on 
one of the two topics on the website.  

 Apply online at www.abbottandfenner.com/
scholarships.htm.  

DEADLINE: June 20, 2009 
 
USDA/1890 National Scholars Program This Pro-

gram provides full tuition, employment, employee 

benefits, fees, books, use of a laptop, printer, and 

software while on scholarship and room and 

board each year for 4 years to students pursuing 

a bachelor‘s degree at an 1890 Land Grant Uni-

versity.  Technology Students.  

Deadline: Feb 1, 2009  

National Scholars Program Link 

I hope this is helpful! 
 Please call me if you have any questions or 

if I can be of assistance. 
Melissa Johnson, School Counselor 

http://www.usbank.com/studentbanking
http://www.sae.org/students/engschlr.htm
http://www.gmsp.org/
mailto:brendahayes@idahoidea.org
https://sas.elluminate.com/m.jnlp?sid=1111&password=M.C1BA9C59937A1D5696D6ED9AA44E24
http://www.finaid.org/scholarships
http://www.brokescholar.com/
http://www.hsf.net/
http://www.cksf.org/
http://www.dollarsforscholars.org/
http://www.collegeanswer.com/
http://www.christianconnector.com/
http://www.commonapp.org/
http://www.nasfaa.org
http://www.myniche.org/
http://www.nic.edu/
http://www.careervoyages.gov/
http://www.firstinthefamilly.org/
http://www.salliemae.com/
http://www.fastweb.com/
http://www.collegeboard.com/
http://www.axa-achievement.com/
http://www.meritaid.com/
http://www.abbottandfenner.com/scholarships.htm
http://www.abbottandfenner.com/scholarships.htm
http://www.ars.usda.gov/sp2UserFiles/Subsite/careers/2009USDA1890ScholarsApp.pdf
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DWA   

Grades  

5, 7, 9 

DMA   

Grades  

4, 6, 8 

INFO 

SESSION 
7:00PM-8:00PM 

Why do people kiss under 
 the Mistletoe at Christmas? 

 
In ancient myth, when the son of the Norse 
goddess Frigga was killed by an arrow made 

of mistletoe and then brought back to life, 
she blessed the mistletoe and bestowed a kiss 

on all who passed beneath it. In the 18th 
century, the legend was adopted as a  

promise to marry. At Christmas a lady stand-
ing under a mistletoe may not refuse a kiss. If 

she does, she cannot expect to marry the 
following year. So it is told. 

SCHOOL CLOSED 

SCHOOL CLOSED 

Holiday  
Card  

Contest 
Deadline 

Free 
Gymnastics  

4:00-5:00 (K-6) 
 

IDFY 
4:00-5:00 

(7-12) 
 

Free  
Gymnastics 
5:00-6:00 

 (7-12) 

PE Workshop 
Peronal  
Fitness 

2:00-3:30 
(7-12) 

CPR Class 

Lab 
Future City 

Nampa 
1:00-3:00 

The Star of 
Bethlehem 

Capital High 
1:00p.m. 

MONTHLY 
PROGRESS 
UPDATES 

DUE 

ANCHOR 
ASSIGNMENTS 

DUE 

Anchor  
Help 

Sessions 
11:00—1:00 

Roaring 
Reader 

Due 

PE Workshop 
Standard 3 
For Parents 
1:00-2:00 

(K-12) 


