
Hello, 

This month, I would like share 
some thoughts on assessment.  
The word ôassessmentõ often con-
jures up images of tests, tests and 
more tests.  However, assessment 
should be seen as ôfeedbackõ.  
When you have received feedback 
in your personal experiences, it is 
likely that you adjusted your ap-
proach to how you were doing 
something.  It is the same for 
teaching: òthe function of feedback 
is to help teachers and students 
make adjustments that will improve 
studentsõ achievement of intended 
curricular aimsó (Popham, 2008).  

Feedback is a powerful tool when 
instructing children.  In fact, òthe 
most powerful single modification 
that enhances achievement is 
FEEDBACK. The simplest pre-
scription for improving education 
must be ôdollops of feed-
backó (Hattie, 1992).   

By providing your child with ongoing 
feedback, you are letting him/her 
know what is being done well, what 
needs a little more work, and what 
standards, skills or content they have 
mastered.  When a child understands 
where he/she is at, they will then 
know how to move forward. 

 What is effective feedback? 

In order for feedback to be effec-
tive, it must be timely.  Students 
must receive feedback throughout 
the learning process and not just 
at the end of a chapter, for exam-
ple.  Feedback provided throughout 
a learning experience is called 
Formative Assessment. Types 
of formative assessments include 
discussions with key questions 
and answers, short quizzes, and 
checking for understanding with 
ongoing projects. 

Effective feedback must be spe-
cific to the content learned and 
the assessment must be specific to 

the curriculum being used. 

I encourage you to discuss the 
topic of formative assessment 
with your contact teacher.  Your 
teacher can provide you ideas 
and suggestions as to how you 
can include effective feedback in 
your daily instruction. 

Happy Holidays! 

Linda Sterk 
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Inside this issue: 

Flexibility:  

Are you the type of 
person that likes to 
tackle the hardest 
subjects first?  Some 
children like to do math and science 
first thing in the morning when their 
brain is fresh and clear.  Some chil-
dren like to do history, reading and 
computer activities right after break-
fast.  I have a son that likes to wake 
up his brain by working on his fiddle 
pieces.  Some kids just cannot per-
form in the morning but work best 
at 7:00 at night. Take advantage of 
your home educating flexibility and 
let your child do the subjects at the 
time of day that works for them.   
However, be cautious.  I had a 
daughter stall off doing her least 
favorite subject till late in the after-
noon.  It was soon obvious that this 

was not working and her schedule 
had to be adjusted. 

Do not only consider the time of 
day to do subjects but the time of 
the week.   One year the only time 
that our piano teacher could fit us 
into her busy schedule was Monday 
morning.  This turned out to be 
such a nice way to start the week!  
Because we took advantage of our 
home educating flexibility, schedul-
ing lessons at this unusual time 
allowed us to fit into this teacherõs 
very full schedule. 

We also use our flexibility to sched-
ule our activities for the right time 
of year.  We would do our annual 
trip to Silverwood and the water 
park in September when most chil-
dren are in school.  We donõt need 
to fight the crowds at the pool, the 
stores, or the museum.  Instead of 

òsnow daysó my kids would rather 
take òsun daysó.  It was easier to do 
school work on snowy days than a 
wonderful warm spring day.  One of 
the main advantages of educating 
your child at home is flexibility !  
This is one of our strongest tools, so 
use it to your advantage! 

Donõt forget to have fun!  Work hard 

and enjoy your subjects during the 

week but then celebrate by going to a 

museum, watching a play, eating in a 

restaurant, playing in the park, raking 

leaves, shoveling snow for the elderly 

or baking cookies together.  Field 

Trip Fridays are a great way to award 

the hard efforts of your children and 

these are the times that your kids are 

going to remember about schooling 

at home.  We need to take the time to 

make these happy times happen! 

Special Points of Interest:  

 

Winter Break from Dec 22nd-Jan 2nd 

DMA and DWA Dec 2nd and 3rd. Please 
check the testing Schedule found under 
òTestingó on our websites homepage. The 
schedule will inform you as to times and locations. 



 Anchor Assignment 
Assistance (AAA) & 

Portfolio Help 

Are you worried about getting 
those High School anchor assign-
ments done on time? Come get 
assistance from the I-DEA staff. 

We will be available at the 
dates/times/locations listed be-

low to offer whatever assistance is 
needed. Please bring a copy of the 
assignments that youõre wanting 
help with, and any materials that 
might be needed. See you there! 

Dec 10th in Lewiston   

@ LCSC room # 141 2:30-4:30 

Dec 11th in Moscow  

@ Sisterõs Brew 9-11am  

 

Community Events for Palouse! 

Mark your calendars, make your 

reservations today! 

Eagle 

Cruise  

Friday, December 12, 2008 

Board:9:30AM    Cruise:10-12PM 

Cost: $9.75 per person 

Spend the morning with I-DEA fami-

lies, staff, friends & special guest 

speaker from Idaho Fish & Game, 

for a 2 hour boat cruise to quiet bays 

on Lake Coeur D Alene, to observe 

our National Symbol, the North 

American Bald Eagle!  Sack lunches 

& snacks permitted .Children under 4 

years &  under FREE! Bring binocu-

lars & cameras. Heated cabin insures 

a warm, dry adventure. Meet at the 

east dock- Coeur d Alene Resort. 

Contact karenashenbren-

ner@idahoidea.org for information. 

Reservations: required ~ payments 
due Dec 1st  

Sign up: Make checks payable to:         
I-DEA  

Mail to: Post Falls Resource Center 
1602 E. Seltice Way Post Falls, 83854 

Enrollment for  

2nd Semester  

is now open.  If you know of 
a parent that is interested in 

our school, please feel free to 
give them my name and 

number.  I would love to talk 
to them about our unique 

school. 

 

Momõs Night Out  

ð Tuesday, December 2nd 

@ 7:00 PM in the Fireplace 
Room at Rosauers, 322 Thain 
Road, Lewiston.  Break away 
from the bustle and enjoy a 

night of pleasant conversation! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Student Activities  

Direct Math 
Assessment  

&  Direct 
Writing 

Assessment  
Dec 2nd and 3rd.  

Please check the 
testing schedule 

found under 
òTestingó on our 
websiteõs 

homepage. The 
schedule will 

inform you as to 
times and 
locations. 
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University of Idaho 

Climbing Wall  

Work on your December PE An-
chor Assignment, address Std. 1 
and 2 of your PE and ring the bell 
when you scale the climbing wall at 

the U of I Rec Center.    

When: Friday, December 3rd from 
10:00 ð noon.  Bring a lunch and 
you can continue to work on the 

wall after lunch for free.  

Cost:  $6 per person, parents are 
highly encouraged to participate.   

RSVP to susiemacpher-
son@idahoidea.org by Dec. 3rd. as 
we need a minimum of 10 climbers   

Roaring 

Springs Water Park 

Reading Program :  

 I-DEA K-12 students who 
complete and log 600 min. read-

ing between February 1st and 
Mar. 27th, can earn a free one-
day pass to Roaring Springs 

Water Park in Meridian during 
the month of June.  (This ticket 
becomes a buy-one-get-one-free 
pass after June 30th).  The home 
teacher will receive a pass too!  
Email lorifoley@idahoidea.org  
Give her your: 1) first and last 
name of the home teacher 2)

mailing address, and 3) the first 
and last name and grade of par-
ticipating students.  The reading 
logs will be sent out in January.  
Note:  Enrollment Deadline 
is Wednesday, December 

17th :    

 

 

 

IDFY ð Pizza and 

Game Night:   

Friday, November 21st 
@6:00 p.m.  

@ 1623 E. F Street in   
Moscow.  Learn about 
IDFY and have fun! 

 

 

 

mailto:karenashenbrenner@idahoidea.org
mailto:karenashenbrenner@idahoidea.org
mailto:susiemacpherson@idahoidea.org
mailto:susiemacpherson@idahoidea.org
mailto:lorifoley@idahoidea.org


Almost everyone knows that each snowflake 
is unique, but did you know that it can take 
up to two hours for that falling snowflake to 
reach the ground?  Wintertime isnõt just about 
shoveling snow to get your car off your prop-
erty or packing extra blankets in the trunk in 
case of emergency.  Itõs also about discovery, 
both indoors and out!  Here are a few science 
ideas that you can do with your students. 

 

Animals: 

Make a list of animals with your children 
and then identify how those 
animals keep warm.  Do 
they snuggle up, seek more 
shelter, increase the heat 
by migrating, moving 
near hot springs, or 
do they bundle 
up?  What do people do in very cold 
climates to keep warm? 

Go for a walk and look for animal tracks. 
Draw the tracks in a notebook and try to 
identify them. 

Find out where different local insects 
go and what they do in winter. 

Make a mosaic picture in the snow, 
with birdseed. Is there a difference in 
the types of birds that visit the mo-
saic versus visiting your bird-
feeder?  Why? 

 

Ice and Snow: 

Section off three areas of 
snow.  Sprinkle salt on one, sand on 
another and sugar on the third 
area.  Which section is least slip-
pery?  Which area melts first?  Why? 

Does more or less weight make a sled 
go faster? 

What is denser: snow, water or ice? 

Make an ice candle using a 5 gallon 
bucket, cooking spray (or oil), water 
and some really cold weather.  Spray 
the cooking spray (or rub the oil) on 
the inside of the bucket.  Fill it ¾ full 

of water and set it outside to freeze 
(overnight a minimum).  In the morning 
remove the ice block.  There should still 
be some liquid and slush at the bottom 
that didnõt freeze.  Pour off the slush and 
flip it upside down and let freeze for 4 
more hours.  The pocket that results is 
great for hold-
ing a can-
dle.  It looks 
great at 
night! 

WINTER SCIENCE FUN  
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We are on the Web! 

www.idahoidea.org 

PF Resource Center Contact information: 

Rachel Happeny, Receptionist 

Monday ðFriday 8:30 am -4:30 pm 

208-457-1019 

rhappeny@idahoidea.org 

Palouse/Post Falls Regional Staff: 

Deb Pence: Admin/Secondary Principal deborahpence@idahoidea.org  

Melissa Johnson: Counselor  melissajohnson@idahoidea.org  

Keith Myers: Secondary Math keithmyers@idahoidea.org  

Amy Clark: Secondary Health/PE  amyclark@idahoidea.org 

Lois Bly: Contact Teacher  loisbly@idahoidea.org  

Susie MacPherson: Community Coordinator  susiemacpherson@idahoidea.org 

 



Hello IDEA parents and students,           
Now is the time to apply for scholar-
ships and financial aid.  Check out the 
list of sites to aid your search. I suggest 
starting with  www.meritaid.com . It  is 
the first comprehensive Web site dedi-
cated to helping students with the col-
lege search by matching them to merit-
based scholarships from colleges across 
the country. 
                                                               
 US BANK SCHOLARSHIP- Thirty 
$1000 scholarship awarded in a random 
drawing.  No essays, no minimum GPA 
required.  Program runs October 
through February.  Apply online at 
www.usbank.com/studentbanking .  Be 
sure to go to the internet scholarship 
program site not to the loan application 
site.     DEADLINE: February 
2009                                                       
                                                          
AE Society of Automotive Engineers
- New this year, no application 
fees!  Range in value from $1000 to 
$10,000. To qualify, applicant must 
enroll in an engineering pro-
gram.  Online applications are available 

at www.sae.org/students/
engschlr.htm. Deadline: December 1 
                                                                
BILL GATES MILLENNIUM 
SCHOLARSHIP- This scholarship 
gives students the opportunity to 
graduate from college debt 
free.  African American, American 
Indian/Alaska Natives, Asian Pacific 
Islander American, and students of 
Hispanic American origin are eligible 
to apply.  You must have a Grade 
point of 3.3, and plan to attend col-
lege in the fall of õ09. Apply online at 
www.gmsp.org. All paper applica-
tions must be postmarked by Janu-
ary 12, 2009, and all online applica-
tions must be submitted by January 
12, 2009.                                                         

                                  

ELKS SCHOLARSHIPS-  Appli-
cation information online at 
www.elks.org/ENF/Scholars/OurS
cholarships.cfm 
For Most Valuable Student Scholar-
ships (National) and Legacy Awards 
(National). Deadline:  January 9, 
2009.                                            

ABBOTT & FENNER SCHOL-
ARSHIP- Scholarship amount 
$1000.  To apply for this scholarship 
you will need to write and essay on 
one of the two topics on the web-
site.  Apply online at 
www.abbottandfenner.com/scholars
hips.htm. DEADLINE: June 20, 
2009                                               

USDA/1890 National Scholars 
Program -  This Program provides 
full tuition, employment, employee 
benefits, fees, books, use of a laptop, 
printer, and software while on schol-
arship and room and board each 
year for 4 years to students pursuing 
a bachelorõs degree at an 1890 Land 
Grant University.  Technology Stu-
dents.  Deadline: Feb 1, 2009  
http://www.ars.usda.gov/sp2UserFi
les/Subsite/careers/2009USDA1890
ScholarsApp.pdf 

I hope this is helpful! Please call me 
if you have any questions or if I can 
be of assistance. 
Melissa Johnson, School Counselor  

tools and tricks you can learn in 
MyAccess. You can share some of 
your writing if you like with others 
in the live session. 
Friday, December 12eCIS for 
students Let's look at the many 
career opportunities there are for 
you beyond high school. Weõll use 
eCIS to investigate careers, schools, 
scholarships ð even the high school 
courses you can take to prepare for 
that dream job you want. 
Friday, December 19My Access! 
for Students  Before we take a 
break for the holidays, weõll look at 
those $50 words and try to im-
prove on a sample essay. Several 
heads are better than one ð letõs 
look at the rubric and design an 
essay together that scores well. Let 
me know if you would like to share 
any of your writing during this time 
together. Both parent and stu-
dent sessions are accessed 
through this link: https://

sas.elluminate.com/m.jnlp?
sid=1111&password=M.C1BA9C599
37A1D5696D6ED9AA44E24 

Counselors Corner 

Sites for Scholarships/

Financial Aid 

www.finaid.org/scholarships 

www.brokescholar.com 

www.hsf.net  

www.nic.edu 

www.cksf.org 

www.dollarsforscholars.org           

www.collegeanswer.com 

www.christianconnector.com        

www.commonapp.org                   

www.nasfaa.org 

www.myniche.org                                        

www.careervoyages.gov    

www.firstinthefamilly.org 

www.salliemae.com        

www.fastweb.com        

www.collegeboard.com                   

www.axa-achievement.com  
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Online Programs with Brenda! 

Iõd like to take this opportunity to 
thank all of you who have partici-
pated in my Elluminate sessions 
about the online resources available 
to you. A few you have been able 
to participate live. 
The majority of you 
have let me know 
that you are watch-
ing the recorded 
session at a time 
that is most convenient for you. I 
will continue to offer the live ses-
sions in December but I am think-
ing that perhaps recorded sessions 
will be the best route after that. Iõd 
love to hear more from you on the 
subject. Feel free to drop me an 
email at brenda-
hayes@idahoidea.org and let me 
know your thoughts. 
Here is what is planned for Online 
Resource Elluminate sessions for 
both parents and students for the 
month of December. These ses-
sions will be about 1 hour in 
length. Parents ð all sessions 
begin at 12:30 PM PST / 1:30 
PM MST  

 Wednesday, December 3eCIS for 
Parents  The best-kept secret that 
helps you and your students plan for 
life beyond high school. Donõt miss 
this one ð there are features here that 
you can use in your own career as 
well. I highly recommend this session 
for parents with students in grades 7-
12.  
Wednesday, December 10 DE 
Streaming for parents Weõll discuss 
more tools and teaching strategies 
using Streaming. Weõll go into depth 
on some of the tools that we pre-
viewed in September. This is a con-
tinuation of that session, not a repeat. 
Wednesday, December 17Blue 
Book of Grammar for Parents  Join 
me to learn how to use this powerful 
website for teaching grammar and 
punctuation. Complete with online 
quizzes and printable resources, this 
is a great addition to your teacherõs 
bag of tricks.  
Students ð all sessions begin at 9 
AM PST /10 AM MST Friday, 
December 5MyAccess! for stu-
dents  Letõs learn to write very per-
suasive essays. There are some great 

http://www.meritaid.com/
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http://www.sae.org/students/engschlr.htm
http://www.sae.org/students/engschlr.htm
http://www.gmsp.org/
http://www.abbottandfenner.com/scholarships.htm
http://www.abbottandfenner.com/scholarships.htm
http://www.ars.usda.gov/sp2UserFiles/Subsite/careers/2009USDA1890ScholarsApp.pdf
http://www.ars.usda.gov/sp2UserFiles/Subsite/careers/2009USDA1890ScholarsApp.pdf
http://www.ars.usda.gov/sp2UserFiles/Subsite/careers/2009USDA1890ScholarsApp.pdf
https://sas.elluminate.com/m.jnlp?sid=1111&password=M.C1BA9C59937A1D5696D6ED9AA44E24
https://sas.elluminate.com/m.jnlp?sid=1111&password=M.C1BA9C59937A1D5696D6ED9AA44E24
https://sas.elluminate.com/m.jnlp?sid=1111&password=M.C1BA9C59937A1D5696D6ED9AA44E24
https://sas.elluminate.com/m.jnlp?sid=1111&password=M.C1BA9C59937A1D5696D6ED9AA44E24
http://www.finaid.org/scholarships
http://www.brokescholar.com/
http://www.hsf.net/
http://www.nic.edu/
http://www.cksf.org/
http://www.dollarsforscholars.org/
http://www.collegeanswer.com/
http://www.christianconnector.com/
http://www.commonapp.org/
http://www.nasfaa.org
http://www.myniche.org/
http://www.careervoyages.gov/
http://www.firstinthefamilly.org/
http://www.salliemae.com/
http://www.fastweb.com/
http://www.collegeboard.com/
http://www.axa-achievement.com/
mailto:brendahayes@idahoidea.org
mailto:brendahayes@idahoidea.org


Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri 

1 2  

Momsõ Night 

Out @ 7pm             

Direct Writing 

Assessment  

3 

 

 

Direct Math   

Assessment  

4  

       

5 

Climbing 

Wall             

@ U of I  

10 -12pm  

8 9 

 

10  

 

 

 

11  12  

Eagle Cruise 

9:30 -12pm  

 

15  16  
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Lewiston AAA 
@ LCSC  

 

 

 

 

 

18  

Moscow AAA 
@ Sisters 

Brew 9-11am 
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Updates Due  
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24/ 31  25  

Happy Holidays 
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Winter Break December 22nd-January 2nd 


