
Hello, 

This month, I would like share some 

thoughts on assessment.  The word 

‗assessment‘ often conjures up images of 
tests, tests and more tests.  However, as-

sessment should be seen as ‘feedback’.  

When you have received feedback in your 
personal experiences, it is likely that you 

adjusted your approach to how you were 

doing something.  It is the same for teach-
ing: ―the function of feedback is to help 

teachers and students make adjustments 

that will improve students‘ achievement of 

intended curricular aims‖ (Popham, 2008).  
 

Feedback is a powerful tool when instruct-

ing children.  In fact, ―the most powerful 
single modification that enhances achieve-

ment is FEEDBACK. The simplest pre-

scription for improving education must be 

‗dollops of feedback‖ (Hattie, 1992).   
 

By providing your child with ongoing 

feedback, you are letting him/her know 
what is being done well, what needs a little 

more work, and what standards, skills or 

content they have mastered.  When a child 
understands where he/she is at, they will 

then know how to move forward. 

 What is effective feedback? 

In order for feedback to be effective, it 

must be timely.  Students must receive 

feedback throughout the learning proc-
ess and not just at the end of a chapter, 

for example.  Feedback provided 

throughout a learning experience is 
called Formative Assessment. Types 

of formative assessments include dis-

cussions with key questions and an-
swers, short quizzes, and checking for 

understanding with ongoing projects. 

Effective feedback must be specific to 

the content learned and the assessment 

must be specific to the curriculum 

being used. 

I encourage you to discuss the topic of for-

mative assessment with your contact 

teacher.  Your teacher can provide you ideas 

and suggestions as to how you can include 

effective feedback in your daily instruction. 

Happy Holidays! 

Linda Sterk 

Southeast Edition:   From the Director 

December 2008 DID YOU KNOW:  

The first ice hotel was created in Kiruna, Sweden in 1990. It was 

actually an igloo exhibition by Jannot Derid. The first guests slept 
in sleeping bags  on top of deer skin because all of the rooms in 
the town were full for the night.   

 
ID

A
H

O
 D

IS
TA

N
C

E 
ED

U
C

A
TI

O
N

 A
C

A
D

E
M

Y
 

I
D

A
H

O
 

D
I

S
T

A
N

C
E

 
E

D
U

C
A

T
I

O
N

 
A

C
A

D
E

M
Y

 

Parent to Parent 
   Hi, my name is Carrie Churba and I am 
the Community Coordinator for the Magic 
Valley area. As we head into the holiday 
season I wanted to share with you a few 
organizational tips, in particular meal plan-
ning and preparation to help ease with 
scheduling your own activities and responsi-
bilities and still provide home cooked meals 
for your family. 

At the beginning of each month, write 

down every meal that your family enjoys.  
Get out your favorite cook book (you can 
find great recipes on the internet) and 
choose a couple of new recipes; donõt forget 
to check out some new crock-pot recipes. 
Focus on 7-10 different meals. 

Write down which meal you will be 

having each day (this is easily done on a 
calendar).  Pay attention to upcoming activi-
ties that might require less meal preparation 
time and choose accordingly. For example: 
My family has an obligation every Wednes-
day night, so for us we choose Tacos or a 
crock pot meal on those days. Take those 7-

10 different meals and simply run the same 
menu over each week, adjusting a bit for 
events or activities.  Be flexible, this is your 
list, you are in charge. 

Once your meals on the calendar make a 

grocery list according to your chosen meals. 
Example: If you are having Baked Pork Chops 
with Green beans and apple sauce 2 times in 
the month, you will need enough Pork Chops 
for your family for two meals   as well as the 
green beans and apple sauce. 

Post your Meal Calendar so it will be 

seen by your family and easily accessed by 
you.  There will be no more 4:00 pm frantic 
wondering, òWhat are we going to have for 
dinner tonight!ó 

This whole process takes approximately 

40 minutes or so, but will save you a monthõs 
worth of frustration and panic attacks. 

*Hint* If you are having a casserole or a 

meat that you can cook and freeze a head of 
time,  try cooking your entire monthõs worth 
of that meal the first time you make it and 
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then freeze the rest; this saves even more 
time! 
Remember òThe secret of getting ahead 
is getting started.ó 



Science Friday 

Friday, December 5, 2008  10:00-11:30  Southeast Resource Center 

Grades 3+ 

We are going to explore the world of plant and animal cells.  How are they alike and how are they different?  Projects will include mod-

eling and helping students with functions of the organelles (depending on level) and edible cells.  We will also be experimenting with 

cellular metabolism – look out! 

Things to Bring: light colored jell-o with added unflavored Knox gelatin (to make it firmer) prepared in one plastic cup per child (please 

have them ready), one small plate per child, knife and spoon, crayons or colored pencils 

 

Writing Help: 

Every Tuesday   1:00-3:00    

Melinda will help any student who need feedback on an essay every Tuesday during the rest of the school year. Each student is allotted 
20 minutes and must call into the Southeast Resource Center at the scheduled time. Times must be scheduled ahead of time through 

Jerri. Please call 208-457-1388 to schedule your time. 

 

Poetry Hash: 

Tuesday, December 16, 2008  3:00-4:00   Elluminate  

Love poetry? Hate poetry? Just don‘t get it? Attend the Poetry Hash Elluminate session with Melinda Campbell to make sense of it all.  

Click HERE for the link and don‘t forget to sign on with your first and last name. 

Community Events 

Workshops 

DID YOU KNOW: 

The oldest pair of 

ice skates were 
found at the bottom 
of a lake in 
Switzerland. There 

are believed to date 
back to 3000 B.C. 
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Roaring Springs Water Park  óRoaring Readerô Program 

Enrollment Deadline Wednesday, December 17th :   I-DEA K-12 students who complete and log 600 min. (10 hrs.) of recreational reading (or being read to) be-

tween February 1st and Mar. 27th,  can earn a free one-day pass to Roaring Springs Water Park in June (becomes a buy-one-get-one-free pass after June 30th).  The 

home teacher will receive a pass too!  To register, email lorifoley@idahoidea.org with: first and last name of the home teacher, mailing address, and the first and last 

name and grade of participating students. Reading logs will be sent out in January. Roaring Springs is located at 400 W. Overland Rd., Meridian, ID.  

 

IDFY – Meetings  

Burley – Christmas Community Service Project…call Carrie Churba 

Chubbuck – December 18…call Keevin Funderburg 237-6201 or Michelle F. 

Idaho Falls – December 11…call Kandi Olsen 523-292 or Mariann Olsen 

 

Community Outing – Museum 

Where: Collector‘s Corner Museum, 900 John Adams Parkway, Idaho Falls When: Friday, December 12, 1:00 p.m. Important Information: Adults $4 Students $3 

under three FREE—RSVP to Mariann Olsen 390-6133 by Monday, December 10, 5:00 p.m. 

 

Community Outing - Albertsons Healthy Eaters 

Where: Burley Albertsons, 1310 Pomerelle Ave. When: December 18th – 1:15 pm Who: Grades K-6th Important Information: Please RSVP by December 2nd    to 

Carrie Churba. Albertson‘s requires their own permission slip be filled out and turned into them no later than December 5 th. Contact: Carrie with questions. 

 

Community Outing – Train Display 

Where: Joel Sanda‘s Train Display 1349 Crescent, Idaho Falls  When: Friday, December 17th, 1:00 p.m.  Important Information: LIMIT OF 25—RSVP and get 

directions--contact Mariann Olsen 390-6133. 

 

Community Outing - Sledding Party 

Where: Bartz Field on the ISU campus When: December 16th at 2:00pm Important Information: Please bring sleds or an ice block (if no snow), cookies to share 

(I‘ll provide cups and hot cocoa), and ―Community Outing Permission Form‖ found on website. Public Speaking Opportunity: come with a winter fact to present to 

those in attendance. I will sign a paper copy and it can go into your portfolio covering Standard 6 for Language Arts. Contact: Michelle F. with questions. 

Regularly Scheduled  

Elluminate Help Sessions: 

Science Help: 

Thursdays 12-1 mountain    Click the link HERE  

Math Help: 

Thursdays 1-3 mountain    Click the link HERE  

Please remember to log in with your first and last name. 

https://sas.elluminate.com/m.jnlp?sid=1111&password=M.522C632A6895AF59D5EB330704F987
mailto:lorifoley@idahoidea.org
https://sas.elluminate.com/m.jnlp?sid=1111&password=M.B1E629DD9BC0BD8A5FE0E63A813008
https://sas.elluminate.com/site/external/jwsdetect/meeting.jnlp?sid=1111&password=M.FAFB48A97B9ED899D7B7BD9C3BB561


Almost everyone knows that each snowflake is 

unique, but did you know that it can take up to two 

hours for that falling snowflake to reach the 
ground?  Wintertime isn‘t just about shoveling snow 

to get your car off your property or packing extra 

blankets in the trunk in case of emergency.  It‘s also 
about discovery, both indoors and out!  Here are a 

few science ideas that you can do with your students. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Animals: 

Make a list of animals with your children and then 

identify how those animals keep warm.  Do they 
snuggle up, seek more shelter, increase the heat by 

migrating, moving near hot springs, or do they bundle 

up?  What do people do in very cold climates to keep 

warm? 

Go for a walk and look for animal tracks. Draw 

the tracks in a notebook and try to identify them. 

Find out where different local insects go and 

what they do in winter. 

Make a mosaic picture in the snow, with bird-

seed. Is there a difference in the types of birds that 

visit the mosaic versus visiting your bird-

feeder?  Why? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Ice and Snow: 

Section off three areas of snow.  Sprinkle salt on 

one, sand on another and sugar on the third 

area.  Which section is least slippery?  Which 

area melts first?  Why? 

Does more or less weight make a sled go faster? 

What is denser: snow, water or ice? 

Make an ice candle using a 5 gallon bucket, 

cooking spray (or oil), water and some really 

cold weather.  Spray the cooking spray (or rub 

the oil) on the inside of the bucket.  Fill it ¾ full 
of water and set it outside to freeze (overnight a 

minimum).  In the morning remove the ice 

block.  There should still be some liquid and 
slush at the bottom that didn‘t freeze.  Pour off 

the slush and flip it upside down and let freeze 

for 4 more hours.  The pocket that results is 
great for holding a candle.  It looks great at 

night! 

Winter Science Fun 
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We are on the Web! 

www.idahoidea.org 

Contact information: 

Jerri Fry SERC Receptionist 

Monday ðFriday 9-5 

208-238-1388 

jerrifry@idahoidea.org 

Southeast Resource Staff: 
Jason Bransford: Admin/Social Studies jasonbransford@idahoidea.org 

Michelle Rightler: Biology michellerightler@idahoidea.org 

Melinda Campbell: English melindacampbell@idaho.idea.org 

Andrea Buck-Baker: Contact Teacher andreabuckbaker@idahoidea.org 

Jennifer Aiton: Secondary Music jenniferaiton@idahoidea.org 

Michelle Funderburg: Community Coordinator michellefunderburg@idahoidea.org 

Paula Way: Contact Teacher paulaway@idahoidea.org 

Duane Blackburn: Special Education duaneblackburn@idahoidea.org 

Mary Thompson: Contact Teacher/IDLA Site Coordinator marythompson@idahoidea.org 

Amber Stimpson: Contact Teacher amberstimpson@idahoidea.org 

Terri Meyer: Business Teacher terrimeyer@idahoidea.org 

Carrie Churba: Community Coordinator carriechurba@idahoidea.org 

Jennifer Mechan: Art & Contact Teacher jennifermecham@idahoidea.org 



I‘d like to take this opportunity to thank all of you who have participated in my Elluminate sessions about the online resources available to you. A few you have been 

able to participate live. The majority of you have let me know that you are watching the recorded session at a time that is most convenient for you. I will continue to 

offer the live sessions in December but I am thinking that perhaps recorded sessions will be the best route after that. I‘d love to hear more from you on the subject. 
Feel free to drop me an email at brendahayes@idahoidea.org and let me know your thoughts. 

Here is what is planned for Online Resource Elluminate sessions for both parents and students for the month of December. These sessions will be about 1 hour in 

length. 

Parents – all sessions begin at 12:30 PM PST / 1:30 PM MST 

Wednesday, December 3 eCIS for Parents  The best-kept secret that helps you and your students plan for life beyond high school. 

Don‘t miss this one – there are features here that you can use in your own career as well. I highly recommend 

this session for parents with students in grades 7-12. 

Wednesday, December 10 DE Streaming for parents We‘ll discuss more tools and teaching strategies using Streaming. We‘ll go into 

depth on some of the tools that we previewed in September. This is a continuation of that session, not a repeat. 

Wednesday, December 17 Blue Book of Grammar for Parents  Join me to learn how to use this powerful website for teaching gram-

mar and punctuation. Complete with online quizzes and printable resources, this is a great addition to your 

teacher‘s bag of tricks. 

Students – all sessions begin at 9 AM PST /10 AM MST 

Friday, December 5 MyAccess! for students  Let‘s learn to write very persuasive essays. There are some great tools and tricks 

you can learn in MyAccess. You can share some of your writing if you like with others in the live session. 

Friday, December 12 eCIS for students Let‘s look at the many career opportunities there are for you beyond high school. We‘ll 

use eCIS to investigate careers, schools, scholarships – even the high school courses you can take to prepare 

for that dream job you want. 

Friday, December 19 My Access! for Students  Before we take a break for the holidays, we‘ll look at those $50 words and try to 

improve on a sample essay. Several heads are better than one – let‘s look at the rubric and design an essay 

together that scores well. Let me know if you would like to share any of your writing during this time to-

gether. 

Both parent and student sessions are accessed through this link: https://sas.elluminate.com/m.jnlp?sid=1111&password=M.C1BA9C59937A1D5696D6ED9AA44E24  

Counselorõs Corner 
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Online Programs with Brenda! 

Now is the time to apply for scholarships and financial aid.  I am listing several sites to aid your search.    

MeritAid.com is the first comprehensive Web site dedicated to helping students with the college search by matching them to merit

-based scholarships from colleges across the country. 

US BANK SCHOLARSHIP- Thirty $1000 scholarship awarded in a random drawing.  No essays, no minimum GPA re-

quired.  Program runs October through February.  Apply online at www.usbank.com/studentbanking .  Be sure to go to the internet 

scholarship program site not to the loan application site. DEADLINE: February 2009. 

SAE Society of Automotive Engineers- New this year, no application fees!  Range in value from $1000 to $10,000. To qualify, 

applicant must enroll in an engineering program.  Online applications are available at www.sae.org/students/engschlr.htm.      

Deadline: December 1. 

BILL GATES MILLENNIUM SCHOLARSHIP- This scholarship gives students the opportunity to graduate from college debt 

free.  African American, American Indian/Alaska Natives, Asian Pacific Islander American, and students of Hispanic American 

origin are eligible to apply.  You must have a Grade point of 3.3, and plan to attend college in the fall of ‘09. Apply online at 

www.gmsp.org. All paper applications must be postmarked by January 12, 2009, and all online applications must be submitted 

by January 12, 2009. 
ELKS SCHOLARSHIPS-  Application information online at www.elks.org/ENF/Scholars/OurScholarships.cfm 

For Most Valuable Student Scholarships (National) and Legacy Awards (National). Deadline:  January 9, 2009. 
ABBOTT & FENNER SCHOLARSHIP- Scholarship amount $1000.  To apply for this scholarship you will need to write and 

essay on one of the two topics on the website.  Apply online at www.abbottandfenner.com/scholarships.htm. DEADLINE: June 

20, 2009. 

 USDA/1890 National Scholars Program -  This Program provides full tuition, employment, employee benefits, fees, books, use of a 

laptop, printer, and software while on scholarship and room and board each year for 4 years to students pursuing a bachelorõs degree at 
an 1890 Land Grant University.  Technology Students.  Deadline: Feb 1, 2009  http://www.ars.usda.gov/sp2UserFiles/Subsite/
careers/2009USDA1890ScholarsApp.pdf 

 

I hope this is helpful! Please call me if you have any questions or if I can be of assistance. 
Melissa Johnson, School Counselor  

DID YOU KNOW: 

Snow is actually clear. 
Crystals in the snow 
act as prisms and 
break up the suns 
rays into the entire 
spectrum. The human 
eye cannot detect all 
those colors at once, 
so we see the snow as 

white or blue. 

www.finaid.org/scholarships 
www.brokescholar.com 
www.hsf.net 
www.cksf.org 

www.dollarsforscholars.org  

www.collegeanswer.com 

www.christianconnector.com    

www.commonapp.org  

www.nasfaa.org  

www.myniche.org 

www.nic.edu   

www.careervoyages.gov  

www.firstinthefamilly.org 

www.salliemae.com 

www.fastweb.com                                

www.collegeboard.com      

www.axa-achievement.com 

www.meritaid.com 
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http://www.commonapp.org/
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Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday 

1 2 

DWA 1-3 

 

3 

DMA 1-3 

4 

SERC Help Day 
9-4 

5 

Science Friday 
SERC 10-11:30 

8 9 

 

10 

IF Help Day 10-4 

11 

IF IDFY (see pg 2) 

12 

Collectorõs    
Corner Museum 
(see pg 2 ) 

15 16 

Sledding Party 
2pm (see pg 2) 

 

17 

IF Train Outing 
(see pg 2) 

18 

Albertsons 
Healthy Eaters 
1:15pm (see pg 2) 

SERC IDFY   
(see pg 2) 

19 

Anchor          
Assignments Due 

Monthly Progress 
Updates Due 

22 23 24 25 26 

29 30 31   

December 2008 

School Closed 

School Closed 


