December 2009

IDAHO

DISTANCE

EDUCATION
CADEMY

[Educating Through Partnership One Child at a Time

ISTANCE EDUCATION ACADEMY

Planting the seeds of tomorrow, TODAY .

Boise Region Newsletter Issue 5

From our Director
~Contributed by Jason Bransford, {DEA Director

I recently had the chance to students in many states do not havever 100 dual credi
spend some time at another  access to, such as Mandarin courses. The
charter school observing how they Chinese, Military History of the  amount of money

implemented their educational  Civil War, and Astronomy. that a family can

philosophy, what they did to reach ~ About a year ago;DEA save on college expenses by takin
struggling students, and what teachers set out to write a series ofadvantage of these courses is r
opportunities they offered to Suggested Portfolio Activities for phenomenal, in addition to giving
students who academically each core class in-8"grade. As  students the opportunity to get a
excelled. | found that they used  the name implies, parentswho o6 j ump starto6 onjcol
innovative ways to accomplish eachhoose to have their children information on Dual Credit

task they had before them. This complete these activities have greatourses, contact Secondary

caused me to reflect on what fodder for their portfolios. Principal Deb Pence.

I-DEA does to meet the needs of Parents who wish to use these The resources and

these same students. One thing thaictivities should simply ask their opportunities mentioned above arg
I-DEA does differently than any  contact teachers for them. These only a few thatdDEA has made

other school is offer a wide standardshased activities give available to students. Just ask youf
vari ety of choi garentsa greatrdsauice thascouldmmacttteaoher to find out about
education. | would like to talk not only save them a significant other resources, including online
about some of the resources amount of preparation time, but  programs.
available to families iFDEA. also provide high quality I'am proud to live in Idaho
Through our partnership with  assignments that they can give to where our children are valued and
Idaho Digital Learning Academy  their children. most lawmakers understand that
(IDLA), we are able to offer a Dual Credit courses are one size does not fit all when it
wider variety of classes to our available to eligible $and 12" comes to chil dr d
7"-12" grade students. These grade students. These courses  through their actions that-DEA
courses are certainly not for allow students to earn college exists and is able to offer these

everyone, but they do giveDEA  credits while simultaneously earningpportunities to students to
students an opportunity to take  high school credit. This year, we support their individual academic
advantage of online courses that already have students enrolled in needs.

Parent to Parent

~Contributed by Community Coordinator Lisa Bown

This is an exciting time ofyearforour cont act t e a wdrdeto ties nept oppdrtsnityto O
my kids. Is it because of the up- the course of the year, we set share their experience. | encour-
coming holidays? Or the fact they aside samples that are meaningfuhge you to get excited about your
get to spend extra time with to them, or we create projects portfolio conferences and ap-
friends and family? Or the winter that are interesting for themto  proach it with a fun, positive out-
break? While they do enjoy those share. When they walk in to meetlook!
special things, what they are cur- their contact teacher, they are

rently excited about is their port- loaded with work samples they are
folio conference! They really love generally proud of and when they
coming in to show off for a captivewalk out, they are loaded with an
audi ence. They kxtradose dfpraise,fprde and

worked hard, and feel a sense of confidence that motivates them to
accomplishment when they hear continue learning and looking for-
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Using Webquests

~Contributed by Gwynne Fleener, Post Falls Contact Teacher

A s winter rapidly approaches, Here is one procedure for finding aeduscapes.com/sessions/travel/
our students tend to be inside webquest in the subject you might k3webquests.htm This is a won-
much more. In this era of using  want your student to research: derful site with many webquests on
technology in the classroom, web- 1. Go to webquest.organd select it and links to other places. The
quests have become very popular. 3 Fi nd We b que st s skpisthelimiton whatis available
What is a webquest you may ask. 2. Scroll down to QuestGarden oyt there.

A webquest is an inquiry based Search.

project set in the web so students 3. You can either use the Free Tex
can answer questions using web  search or the Curriculum X
based resources. The students aresearch. In the Curriculum X
given the tools to transform their ~ search you can select a subjec
learning into meaningful under-  area and the grade you would likefor VP/U- Here are a few:
Gwynne Fleener standings and realorld projects.  to search for. This will pull u :

" They do not have to use a search every webquest in that gubjegt an .dadsworksheets.90m/2008/0£
engine to find information because grade level. For example, there 03/rocketmathsirategies/- .
almost all of the information is are 1750 webquests available in KTt_wese r_na_th worksheets Whlc_h
found on preselected websites. 2 Science with the newest ones alﬂ]['ght aid in your math teaching:

o tp://www.bookadventure.com#
. the beginning and the older ones — = :
Do not confine All webquests use the same format.On the last pages. If you use the This is similar to RAZ kids, but

They have an Introduction, a Task, Free Text search you can then pu ponsored by Sylvan Learning:

your children to Process, Evaluation, and in descriptors that are more de- ttp://www.spellingcity.comy/ This
Conclusion. They are available for tailed such as Dinosaurs, Five 1S @ free spelling online resource

incgll subjects and in all grade levels. . that allows your students to plug in
your own learnin ne thing to remember is that Senses, Thanksgiving, etc. their spelling words and have
for they were borrihese are often written with a classAnother way to find webquests, is games, activities, and even
room in mind which means that as to Google the subject or grade youhandwriting sheets:
in another time. home educators you might have towould like to select a. One of the
modify the assignments somewhatsites which came up isattp:/

]! also wanted to share some of the
online resources that parents have
shared with me in the last two

 years. Use the ones that will work

Cont. p. 5

Hebrew Proverb  Online Programs with Diane i Learn 360

~Contributed by Diane Neal, Online Curriculum Supervisor

Many of you have already begun They dve read t helotearlvseconaeptdinal i st ejned
using our great new online to Mrs. Campbel |diferenvwaye: kSbryetines, e s efn -
resource, Learn 360, to supplementation, but just need a little more  especially in math, a student just
your curriculum. | hope you are  reinforcement. They cansearchord oes ndt 0get 6 a |new
finding this to be a valuable tool in Learn 360 for video clips from teacher has presented example
enhancing your lessons. Here are Hamlet Sometimes watching ac- after example, and the student is
some good ways to incorporate thetors portray the characters helps fillperplexed. If this happens, search]
resources in Learn 360 into your  jn gaps of understanding. on Learn 360 for a video lesson on
lesson plans: the concept. | searched for

To introd T To ent;l:?\lzc_e a pri_sentatlon :tlf multiplication of fractions and found
o introduce a concept : If you  your child is creating a reportor 4o in0 o C“‘%ﬁ | could use.

ar e _b eginning a aneewpoim preésentation, heﬁn&hegomgtiﬂq& st having the concep
idea to give your students some can use pictures from Learn 360. : :
o background knowledge by watchingVhen you are looking for pictures presented in a different way helps
U< g ge by v Y/ giorp -
' avideo on that topic. For exampletype your topic in the search bar, Cclick-
Diane Neal if your fourth grader is going to then select 0i malgsuppementrycur y ou will |
|l earn about t he gethlfoktletimageflipsfdurd omeouniculdira : Occasionally,
gravity on tides (science, standard the site related to your topic. curriculum is missing lessons
4) they could watch a video clip  These images can be downloaded.pertaining to a particular standard.
entitied,How the Moon affects the The best thing of all is that Learn If that is the case, you can search
Earth. Watching the clip before 360 will help your child properly  Learn 360 by standard. Often,
. reading the textbook can give the cite the picture reference. Once along with a video, there are teachg
Apanqea Learn MY student a visual and auditory head you click on the image, you can going resources which you can print
start on understanding the concepto the citations tab and select eithegnd add to your lesson.

% and Vocabu|ary in the lesson. MLA, APA, or Chicago Manual of | hOpe you will find this a valuable
Bl - To reinf ¢ Let Style, for gour reference.-DEA educational tool. If you have not
DE@B@J%G@@M O [einforce 8 Concent . € L?SGSS thg M|_yA format. yet set up your family account, and

your tenth grader is having a

difficult time understandingamlet need help with ghat

hesitate to call me.
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Ask a Teacherldaho Reading Indicator Preparation Grades K-3
~Contributed by Amber Stimpson, Southeast Contact Teacher

- How can | better prepare my take the place of your regular increased fluency. Using it once a
student for the upcoming IRI? Language Arts instruction. Secondweek, is simply a waste of time an
Il i ke most ©6goodd otuhdilngss eien Iliitftd
-1f youdre usi q-,_q_Ln 4 tp ema thQi_pc ipR & tfleency. @hgsusltraerfor any reaging
curriculum, schooling everydafight as well not participate at all. srategy.
for the suggested amount of time, Whether your child is doing AIMS Donot forget yo
then youdre pro HDQ{IbR|A%K|d%ﬂgqnq,y? wepsjte, (prvleLsend out IRI test preps weeks
thing you can to prepare your childone of séveral other strategies  before the actual test. Review thes
for the upcoming IRI. But, if your © f 11 ered, youbdl I cavefuliyt Contarct yomatdxaehgréf u
child received d P56 dPM €y £P NS Soyg@ve dnyquestiomsmbout thes
last I RI, youodovd fpryPpddiey coddf inearse b ewmrgk tcers t
asked, or itdos Herdyency tﬂé@.&@d% iga)  tp gisgyss the format of the test
your child participates in one of simple, yet effective tool. But, in  with your child. This is especially

N rder for. it to be useful, it should _true for a kindergarten, or other
moa\llvncgn E)?teEdXecti F?egd?nge h%|p?Fgg Sasé% 'a ﬁni%i%umepo}] tfére@%in?ez@ ahild who is new to the public

First you want to remember that Week, for no less than X320 min-  school system c
ER (extended readinglpes not  Utes. Using it this way will ensure ontp 5

Amber Stimpson

Ask a Community Coordinator i Measuring Growth
~Contributed by Lisa Bown, Community Coordinator, Boise

-How do you measureyour f gr jnstance. | trélased te artsmyusid, @ otliee €t h e
childés growt hyolbrdkd Rt g, ahdR& activity? And | et d \ fo
year? encouraging as we look back. The one of the greatest indicators of S
-1 always love this type of same idea can be appliedtomath gr owt h: a chi | dds; in
question, and consider it minutes and so many other dence. When | watch my chil- &

carefully throughout our 0school 6 ar eas . dtehténsativelyg approdchy

experience. At our house, my important to look at our children assomething, it is generally some-

children are often motivated by whole people, not just academic  thing new to them or a struggle,
seeing charts that reflect growth in students. Have they set and attaindslit when | see them sit down
measurable terms. For reading goals in sports, such as joining a and tackle something with
fluency, we chart words per minuteteam, gaining endurance, etc? Haveonfidence, | can see that they
they learned a new skill, whether really understand the idea.

Ask An Administrator i
~Contributed by Jason Bransford, Director, IDEA

OWith state legislators talking February, the Post Falls Resource we have to send via US Mail, but

about more financial cuts for ~ Center will be moving to a new most of the things we need to send
K-12 education, what willDEA do location in Post Falls. The rate of to families will be through email. We
with decreased funding? leasing this new office will be ask that you check your email daily

. . significantly lower than our current so that you promptly receive these

A - I-DEA administration has Pgst Falls szice and will represent aitems. 'therg haspbgen a number of

antlglpated further CUt.S‘ by the substantial savings over the next feussues creep up when families do no
state legislature for some time. We

have already begun to look at ways years. frequently check their email.

to further reduce our costsin Much as we did last year, we will askVe appreciate all you have done to
addition to those that were made at families to promptly return their help IDEA be a financially sustain-

the conclusion of last school year. curriculum at the end of this school able school. The financial cuts that

Some areas that we will look to for year. The prompt returns we got  are made for next school year will

further reductions are communica- from families last year that allowed have an impact orDEA, but we will | o 21

tion expenses, staff travel, workingis to reissue materials in a timely work to ensure that their impact on Jason Bransford

with families to return itemsina  manner. students is minimal. We are
timely manner for reissue, office | ffort to red ffi I confident that despite the economic
supplies, and reducing office rental N an eflort to reduce ofice SUPPIES o 10 ms with school funding, that

costs. expglrlses, wehare asklngl staf'fdto USGhe strength of IDEA is a committed
. email as much as possible and MiNlgag  jegicated parents, and willing
| would like to elaborate on a cou- mize mail outs and printed items to
. - o . students.
ple of the items mentioned above. Irfamilies. There are some things that

cCr ea
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From our Regional Director - Christmas Break Schooling

~Contributed by Jason Bransford, Director of the Southeast Resource Center

It is no secret that kids all over
the country look forward to the
two week break over the holidays.
Parents and teachers are no ex- o

ception.
There is one downside to all that

time off spent playing in the snow
and sleeping iloss of routine and

forgetfulness.

I am by no means suggesting that
you continue to school through

the holiday break but there are
things you can do to keep your o

kids in the learning mood.

e Encourage your kids to read
something fun during the

|I-DEA Boise Newsletter November 2009

easy Christmas books and
the older kids can read si
books.

Have your kids pitch in by
helping to cook the big holi-
day family meals. They can

figure out measurements as a

math refresher. If you are
going to be traveling, have
your kids figure out the time
you will arrive at your desti-
nation or the gas mileage

throughout the trip.
Traveling is a good time to

learn about the area your are

visiting or going through. Thi
is good for history and geog-

e Keep kids active by having
them help to shovel snow
covered driveways and side-

walks.
e  Try to keep your kids as
close to their routine as pos-
sible. Make sure they get up
about the same time every-
day so when school start
back you are not fighting a

sleepy child.

Remember that this time is a
break for both you and your chil-
dren. With just a few simple tricks
hough, you can keep your child
earning through the holidays and
ease back into the new school

break. Younger kids can read  "@Phy. year with little fuss.

Counsel oriSchol@rships e r
~Contributed by Melissa Johnson, IDEA Guidance Counselor

| promised several of you that this Newsletter would contain information on Scholarship Information.

best thing | could do to assist with this very important task would be to send you straight to the source.

There are several tools to utilize when searching for scholarships and college information.
Collegeboard.com- http://www.collegeboard.com/
Idaho Career Information System http://idcis.intocareers.org/index.aspx?FileID=Aid&TitleLetter=
Idaho State Website- http://www.boardofed.idaho.gov/

he

A

The advantage to these sites is the scholarship opportunities have already been screened for accuracy. The

sites are valid. Please beware when searching for scholarships that you may come across companie
tising that they can assure you of receiving scholarships and that they will fill out the AFSA form and
arship applications for you (for money). There are many-tegitimate entities with this ruse. You can

sch

always check with the Attorney General who recently sent out a press release about this before you pay

someone to assist your family in this.

adver-

ol-

Please drop me anmail or call for assistance with your scholarship and Financial Aid (FAFSA) questipns.

melissajohnson@idahoidea.or?08.457.1019

The following information is from the Board of Education Public Website
SCHOLARSHIP APPLICATIONS NOW ACCEPTED
(Boise). The fall weather brings about many items onche o lisdaoddnow, add one more: Submit your

scholarship application online. For current high school seniors, the window to complete online scholarship

applications is now open. Hi gh school seniors
www.boardofed.idaho.gov/scholarshgred follow the links provided. The deadline for completion of the
on line application is January 15, 2010.

The State of Idaho, through the Office of the State Board of Education, provides an online application
high school seniors for the following scholarship opportunities including:

Governords Cup Scholarship Academic
Governords Cup Sc-eghnieat shi p Professional
Robert R. Lee Promise 0A6 Academic
Robert R. Lee Pr dJeohnckatd A6 Professional

Robert C. Byrd Scholarship

To learn more about each scholarship, including eligibility requirements and deadlines, please visit th
Boar dd&s wwevihaiddfes.idaho.gov/scholarshiy®u may contact either Dana Kelly at
208.332.1574dana.kelly@osbe.idaho.gor Carolyn Hiatt at 208.332.1578arolyn.hiatt@osbe.idaho.gov
if you need further assistance.

@D

800-871-5057 (District Office) 208-672-1155 (Boise Resource Center)

nee
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