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From our Director

~Contributed by Jason Bransford, {DEA Director

I recently had the chance to
spend some time at another

students in many states do not havever 100 dual credi

access to, such as Mandarin

charter school observing how they Chinese, Military History of the

implemented their educational
philosophy, what they did to reach
struggling students, and what
opportunities they offered to
students who academically
excelled. | found that they used

Civil War, and Astronomy.
About a year ago;DEA

Issue 5

courses. The
amount of money
that a family can

teachers set out to write a series ofadvantage of these courses is

Suggested Portfolio Activities for
each core class in-8"grade. As
the name implies, parents who

innovative ways to accomplish eachhoose to have their children
complete these activities have greatourses, contact Secondary

task they had before them. This

caused me to reflect on what
I-DEA does to meet the needs of

fodder for their portfolios.
Parents who wish to use these

these same students. One thing thaictivities should simply ask their
contact teachers for them. These only a few thatdDEA has made

I-DEA does differently than any
other school is offer a wide
variety of
education. | would like to talk
about some of the resources
available to families iADEA.
Through our partnership with
Idaho Digital Learning Academy
(IDLA), we are able to offer a
wider variety of classes to our
7"-12" grade students. These
courses are certainly not for
everyone, but they do giveDEA
students an opportunity to take

standardsbased activities give

not only save them a significant
amount of preparation time, but
also provide high quality

save on college expenses by takinr

phenomenal, in addition to giving
students the opportunity to get a
Ojump startoé on
information on Dual Credit

Principal Deb Pence.
The resources and

opportunities mentioned above arg

available to students. Just ask youf
c h oi oparents a greattrésauice thascouldabretactitesatier to find out about

other resources, including online

programs. o
I'am proud to live in Idaho

assignments that they can give to where our children are valued and

their children.
Dual Credit courses are

available to eligible $and 12"
grade students. These courses
allow students to earn college

most lawmakers understand that
one size does not fit all when it
comes to chil dr ¢
through their actions that-DEA
exists and is able to offer these

credits while simultaneously earningpportunities to students to

high school credit. This year, we

support their individual academic

advantage of online courses that already have students enrolled in needs.

Parent to Parent

~Contributed by Community Coordinator Susie MacPherson

Some of the threads holding
together the fabric of a family
are traditions. The holidays are
a celebration of family traditions
dold and new. Perhaps one or
more of these ideas will become
a treasured tradition in your
family this year.

Family Holiday
Make the annual holiday letter a
newsletter with each child con-
tributing t htheir
past yearf6s acco

their favorite writing, recipe,
joke, future plans.

Make o0gi ft
gift is a service by the giver da
dinner to be made for the family,
a back rub, one free vacuuming
of the living room, 5 compliments
to be given out that day, one
sidesvalksshow shoveling) a batch
of homemade cookies, an after-
noon of fishing, one early morning
owalk in thecphrle én evening bike
migel on thehlawg etct s ,

Family gift exchange 0 put fam-
ily names in a hat and draw one.

c ar d Sidesewéed to ke giftsmade by

the giver & a friendship bracelet,
a bead buddy to hang on a back-
pack, a T-shirt with a

A family service project
adopt an elderly person who
doesnd6t have fa
areaéjust to mak
visits, bring food, etc. Work at
the local thrift store that relies
on volunteers to
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Gwynne Fleener

Do not confine

your children to
your own learnin
for they were bor

in another time.

Hebrew Proverb
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Using Webquests

~Contributed by Gwynne Fleener, Post Falls Contact Teacher

A s winter rapidly approaches, want your student to research: sky is the limit on what is available
our students tend to be inside 1. Go to webquest.organd select gyt there.
much more. Inthiseraofusing o Fi nd Web quests
technology in the classroom, web- 2. Scroll down to QuestGarden
quests have become very popular. search.
What is a webguest you may ask. 3.You can either use the Free Tex
A webquest is an inquiry based search or the Curriculum X
project set in the web so students search. In the Curriculum X for you. Here are a few:
can answer questions using web  search you can select a subject mp_/(/j d ksh d
based resources. The students arearea and the grade you would Iike}’vav' i sworhs eetS'FOT/ZOOS/O‘
given the tools to transform their  to search for. This will pull up O3/rocketmathsirategies/- .
learning into meaningful under- every webquest in that subject ana—hese r_na_th worksheets Wh'(_:h
standings and reaVorld projects.  grade level. For example, there Might aid in your math teaching:
They do not have to use a search are 1750 webquests available in .r{wrttp./{ wvyw:bookadventgre.com,i
engine to find information because 2 Science with the newest ones at his is similar to RAZ kids, *?“‘
almost all of the information is the beginning and the older ones Sponsored by Sylvan Learning:
found on preselected websites. ~ on the last pages. If you use the _hstt;).f/r/(\;vgv;/v.sl?.ell|nqc|!tv.com/Th|s
Free Text search you can then pu petling oniiné resource .

All webquests use the same format.; : that allows your students to plug in
They have an Introduction, a Task m_descrlptors thgt are more de- thei lli d dh

y - ’ ' tailed such as Dinosaurs, Five €Ir spefling words and have
Process, Evaluation, and . games, activities, and even
Conclusion. They are available for S€Nses, Thanksgiving, etc. handwriting sheets:

Il subjects and in all grade levels. Another way to find webquests, is http://www.coolmath.com/énath-
ne thing to remember is that to Google the subject or grade youpracticeproblems.htm} This is a
rihese are often written with a classwould like to select a. One of the free math resource which includes
room in mind which means that as sites which came up isattp:/ math facts, math definitions, and
home educators you might have toeduscapes.com/sessions/travel/ math gameswww.starfall.conand

modify the assignments somewhatk3webquests.htm This is a won-  www.carlscorner.comare two
Here is one procedure for finding aderful site with many webquests orearly literacy programs that kids
webquest in the subject you might it and links to other places. The |ove for early reading.

t a0 wanted to share some of the
online resources that parents have
t'shared with me in the last two

years. Use the ones that will work

Diane Neal

Apangeal earning

Raz-Kids.com

Online Programs with Diane i Learn 360

~Contributed by Diane Neal, Online Curriculum Supervisor

Many of you have already begun They dve r ead t h ediffitrtemtovay :aSondetinies, s t eIn ed

using our great new online to Mrs. Campbel |ledpecialynenkth, g stpdenejsse
resource, Learn 360, to supplementation, but just need alittte more doesndt ogetd a
your curriculum. | hope you are  reinforcement. They can search onteacher has  presented example
finding this to be a valuable tool in Learn 360 for video clips from after example, and the student is
enhancing your lessons. Here are Hamlet Sometimes watching ac- perplexed. If this happens, search]
some good ways to incorporate thetors portray the characters helps fillon Learn 360 for a video lesson on
resources in Learn 360 into your  in gaps of understanding. the concept. | searched for

lesson plans: multiplication of fractions and found
10 video clips | could use.

To enhance a presentation : If

To introduce a concept_: Ifyou your chilq is crt_eating a r_eport~or Sometimes just having the concep
are beginning a Povwewointprdsdantation, he®rsshe #J :

. . . Bresgnfé(? in a different way helps
idea to give your students some can use pictures from Learn 360.
background knowledge by watchingVhen you are looking for pictures,
a video on that topic. For exampletype your topic in the search bar, To supplement your
if your fourth grader is going to then sel ect 0i macgrécslwn :®ccdsionallyu wi |l
|l earn about t he gettlfoktleimageflipsfdurd omougicul@re is missing lessons
gravity on tides (science, standard the site related to your topic. pertaining to a particular standard.
4) they could watch a video clip  These images can be downloaded.If that is the case, you can search
entitied, How the Moon affects the The best thing of all is that Learn Learn 360 by standard. Often,
Earth. Watching the clip before 360 will help your child properly  along with a video, there are teachg
reading the textbook can give the cite the picture reference. Once ing resources which you can print
student a visual and auditory head you click on the image, you can go and add to your lesson.

start on understanding the conceptto the citations tab and select eithet hope you will find this a valuable
and vocabulary in the lesson. MLA, APA, or Chicago Manual of educational tool. If you have not

. . Style, for your  reference.-DEA yet set up your family account, and
To reinforce a concept : Letos h LyAf need help with t
your tenth grader is having a uses the ormat.

. . . To teach a conceptin a hesitate to call me.
difficult time understandingamlet L

click.

n -

new

hat


http://eduscapes.com/sessions/travel/k3webquests.htm
http://eduscapes.com/sessions/travel/k3webquests.htm
http://eduscapes.com/sessions/travel/k3webquests.htm
http://www.dadsworksheets.com/2008/09/03/rocket-math-strategies/
http://www.dadsworksheets.com/2008/09/03/rocket-math-strategies/
http://www.dadsworksheets.com/2008/09/03/rocket-math-strategies/
http://www.bookadventure.com/
http://www.spellingcity.com/
http://www.coolmath.com/0-math-practice-problems.html
http://www.coolmath.com/0-math-practice-problems.html
http://www.starfall.com
http://www.carlscorner.com
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Ask a Teacherldaho Reading Indicator Preparation Grades K-3
~Contributed by Amber Stimpson, Southeast Contact Teacher

- How can | better prepare my take the place of your regular increased fluency. Using it once a

student for the upcoming IRI? Language Arts instruction. Secondweek, is simply a waste of time an

Il i ke most ©6goodd otuhdilngss eien Iliitftd

-1f youdre usi q-,_q_Ln 4 tp ma rrtoipc ipp & tRleency. Fhisusltraerfor any reagling
curriculum, schooling everydafight as well not participate at all. srategy.

for the suggested amount of time, Whether your child is doing AIMS Donot forget yo

then youdre pro HDQ{IbR|A%K|d%ﬂgqnq,y? wepsjte, (prvleLsend out IRI test preps weeks

thing you can to prepare your childone of séveral other strategies  before the actual test. Review thes

for the upcoming IRI. But, if your © ffered, youdl | caefuliyt Contactyouat&aehersfu

child received d P56 dPM €y £P NS Soyg@ve dnyquestiomsmbout thes
last | RI, youévéfpryd)UJaPHIeé_CH‘_e'érp'rteemed)ewmrgktoem

asked, or itéds mgrélqenqé t{}e@ﬁl $igd tp_q!jsgqss th_e format_ of the test
your child participates in one of simple, yet effective tool. But, in  with your child. This is especially

many OExtended Fggjear g)ri itrlio%bl%usepfu}], %:Qc%ulg migue for a kindergarten, or other

Amber Stimpson

How can Extended Reading help? P€ used a minimum-of three times ahild who is new to the public
First you want to remember that Week, for no less than $80 min-  school systemTell them a single
ER (extended readingioes not utes. Using it this way will ensure teacher will be testing Contp 4
Ask a Community Coordinator i Measuring Growth
~Contributed by Lisa Bown, Community Coordinator, Boise
-How doyoumeasureyour f or jnstance. | tréasedteatsmusid, arotee e t h -

childés growt hyolbrdkd Rt g, ahdR& activity? And | et

year? encouraging as we look back. The the greatest indicators of growth: a
-l always love this type of ~ same idea can be appliedtomathc hi | dds gains in c
question, and consider it minutes and so many other watch my children tentatively
carefully throughout our 0school 6 ar eas . approach something, itis generally —,
experience. At our house, my important to look at our children assomething new to them or a strug- ¥
children are often motivated by whole people, not just academic  gle, but when | see them sit down
seeing charts that reflect growth in students. Have they set and attainesthd tackle something with Lisa Bown

measurable terms. For reading goals in sports, such as joining a confidence, | can see that they
fluency, we chart words per minuteeam, gaining endurance, etc? Haveeally understand the idea.
they learned a new skill, whether

Ask An Administrator i
~Contributed by Jason Bransford, Director, IDEA

OWith state legislators talking February, the Post Falls Resource we have to send via US Mail, but

about more financial cuts for ~ Center will be moving to a new most of the things we need to send
K-12 education, what willDEA do location in Post Falls. The rate of to families will be through email. We
with decreased funding? leasing this new office will be ask that you check your email daily

. . significantly lower than our current so that you promptly receive these

A - I-DEA administration has Pgst Falls szice and will represent aitems. 'therg haspbgen a number of

ant|<_:|pated further CUt.S‘ by the substantial savings over the next feussues creep up when families do no
state legislature for some time. We

have already begun to look at ways years. frequently check their email.

to further reduce our costsin Much as we did last year, we will askVe appreciate all you have done to
addition to those that were made at families to promptly return their help IDEA be a financially sustain-

the conclusion of last school year. curriculum at the end of this school able school. The financial cuts that

Some areas that we will look to for year. The prompt returns we got  are made for next school year will :
further reductions are communica- from families last year that allowed have an impact orDEA, but we will | SR A
tion expenses, staff travel, workingis to reissue materials in a timely work to ensure that their impact on Jason Bransford
with families to return itemsina  manner. students is minimal. We are

timely manner for reissue, office ' .__confident that despite the economic

supplies, and reducing office rental In an effort to reduce office supplies roblems with school funding, that

costs. expglrlses, wehare asklngl staf'fdto USGhe strength of IDEA is a committed
. email as much as possible and MiNlgag jegicated parents, and willing
| would like to elaborate on a cou- mize mail outs and printed items to

. - o . students.
ple of the items mentioned above. Irfamilies. There are some things that

cCr ea

cher
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From our Regional Director - Christmas Break Schooling

~Contributed by Jason Bransford, Director of the Southeast Resource Center

It is no secret that kids all over

the country look forward to the
two week break over the holidays.
Parents and teachers are no ex- o
ception.

There is one downside to all that
time off spent playing in the snow
and sleeping iloss of routine and

forgetfulness.

easy Christmas books and o
the older kids can read si

books.

Have your kids pitch in by
helping to cook the big holi- o
day family meals. They can
figure out measurements as a
math refresher. If you are
going to be traveling, have
your kids figure out the time
you will arrive at your desti-
nation or the gas mileage

throughout the trip.

Keep kids active by having
them help to shovel snow
covered driveways and side-

walks.

Try to keep your kids as
close to their routine as pos-
sible. Make sure they get up
about the same time every-
day so when school start
back you are not fighting a

sleepy child.

Remember that this time is a

L . break for both you and your chil-
Traveling is a good time to L ) .
learn about the area your aredren' With just a few simple tr!cks
visiting or going through. This{hough’ ygu car;] kﬁeaylc_);r Ch'ldd
. : _learning through the holidays an
Is good for history and geog ease back into the new school

raphy. year with little fuss.

I am by no means suggesting that
you continue to school through
the holiday break but there are
things you can do to keep your o

kids in the learning mood.
e Encourage your kids to read

something fun during the
break. Younger kids can read

Counsel oriSchol@rships e r
~Contributed by Melissa Johnson, IDEA Guidance Counselor

| promised several of you that this Newsletter would contain information on Scholarship Information.

The best thing | could do to assist with this very important task would be to send you straight to the

source.

There are several tools to utilize when searching for scholarships and college information.
Collegeboard.com- http://www.collegeboard.com/

Idaho Career Information System http://idcis.intocareers.org/index.aspx?FilelD=Aid&TitleLetter=A

Idaho State Website- http://www.boardofed.idaho.gov/

The advantage to these sites is the scholarship opportunities have already been screened for accuracy.
The sites are valid. Please beware when searching for scholarships that you may come across companies

advertising that they can assure you of receiving scholarships and that they will fill out the AFSA forn
scholarship applications for you (for money). There are manylagitimate entities with this ruse. You

pay someone to assist your family in this.

Please drop me anmail or call for assistance with your scholarship and Financial Aid (FAFSA) quest
melissajohnson@idahoidea.org?08.457.1019

The following information is from the Board of Education Public Website

SCHOLARSHIP APPLICATIONS NOW ACCEPTED

(Boise). The fall weather brings about many items ondhe o lisdaoddnow, add one more: Submit your

can always check with the Attorney General who recently sent out a press release about this before Iou
i

and

ns.

scholarship application online. For current high school seniors, the window to complete online scholarship

800-871-5057 (District Office) 208457-1019 (Post Falls Resource Center)

applications is now open. High school seniors nee
www.boardofed.idaho.gov/scholarshgred follow the links provided. The deadline for completion of the
on line application is January 15, 2010.

The State of Idaho, through the Office of the State Board of Education, provides an online application to
high school seniors for the following scholarship opportunities including:

Governords Cup Scholarship Academic

Governords Cup Sc-hegHnieat shi p Professional

Robert R. Lee Promise 0AO6 Academic

Robert R. Lee Pr deoinged A6 Professional

Robert C. Byrd Scholarship

To learn more about each scholarship, including eligibility requirements and deadlines, please visit the
Boar dos wwnevibaiddfeel.idahd.gov/scholarshiy®u may contact either Dana Kelly at
208.332.1574dana.kelly@osbe.idaho.gow Carolyn Hiatt at 208.332.1578arolyn.hiatt@osbe.idaho.gov
if you need further assistance.

and If you need to practice before the test, have the child read for
Ask a Teacher-cont fromp 3 an aunt, grandparent, or neighbor to help them feel comfortablé

with someone besides the O6teaching parentd injstru


http://idcis.intocareers.org/index.aspx?FileID=Aid&TitleLetter=A
http://www.boardofed.idaho.gov/
mailto:melissajohnson@idahoidea.org
http://www.boardofed.idaho.gov/scholarships
http://www.boardofed.idaho.gov/scholarships
mailto:dana.kelly@osbe.idaho.gov
http://www.boardofed.idaho.gov/press_releases/2009PressReleases/carolyn.hiatt@osbe.idaho.gov
http://www.idahoidea.org/Main/Calendars.aspx
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Attention kids in grades  K-3¢

Letds get togetheré
Letds get creativeé
Letds build A GI NGERBREAD HOUSE!
Location: Post Falls Resource Center
Date: December 11, 2009
Time: 1:30PM
Cost: $2 along with one bag of candy to be shared
~Sign up by DECEMBER 7™, contact Karen at karenashenbrenner@idahoidea.org _or, call 661 -5099~

North
Community Coordinators

LOVE AND LOGIC PARENTING CLASSES
Relax, Reduce Stress, and Keep Your Cool!

In February, the.ove and Logic Parenting Coursecoming to IDEA! Parents are invited to attend the classes that offer tips,
techniques, and resources that help raise responsible kids, while keeping the joy in parenting alive!

® Love and Logic Parenting Course

Dates: February 2&16, March 2, 16 & 30, and Apri'13
Classes 6 classes, every other week, 2 hours in length

ine Time: 6:30PM8:30PM
LUVE ﬂ“ﬂ L“": Cost: $5 for the essential parent handbook

SIGN UP AND RESERVE YOUR SEAT TODAY

PFRC Extended Reading

MM . .
b '.3 Love and Logic parent materials have been added to the Post Falls Resource Center Librar
“/ v~ and are available for check out!

If you would like information on Love and Logic, or the Love and Logic Parenting Classes that afe
coming this spring; contact Karetxarenashenbrenner@idahoidea.ang call 6615099

Science and Math Help
and‘mEEN EET

Attention Students in grades"gL2"! Mar k your calend@ar
What: BON FIRE with food, and fun!
WHEN: December 15
LOCATION: Ashenbrenner Home

Time: 35PM
Hel p | DEAds F
Parent to Parent~ Cont from p 1 come in to sort through and price items. These proceeds go to Team Raise Funds
families who need help with utility bills, medical bills, food, etc. Through Gift Card
Participate in Operation Christmas Child, Thanksgiving Food Drive, Thanksgiving Meals for the Homeless or Purchases

numerous other charities that need help during the holidays.

Game night 8 Turn off the TV and play games. Have a designated game night. Or have a tournament
throughout the entire vacation.
One common oO0threaddé in all these gifts is the giving
at home is the chance to spend more time together. When you spend enough quality time with your children,
they dondt think about the o0thingsé they di dn ddtimegveth
us.

~Love and Logic~
Woul dné6t it be nice to have fewer hassles with
over? Love and Logic is dedicated to providing practical -ealgarn techniques for creating homes where
kids enjoy cooperating and working hard toward personal goals.

Love and Logic is a parenting program that is designed to give parents practical skills that can be us
mediately; skills that help parents deal calmly with real life situations. It is never too early, nor too late tc
embrace the Love and Logic philosophy and the techniques that offer guidance to help raise loving, resp
responsible kids.

Take the headache out of creating responsible kids; consider attending the Love and Logic parenting
that will be offered to IDEA parents this spring. If you are interested in more information regarding Love &
Logic and/or the parenting classes that are being scheduled, please contact your Community Coord
or Karen Bartlettkarenbartlett@idahoidea.orgr call 2529597.

www.idahoidea.org 800-871-5057 (District Office) 208457-1019 (Post Falls Resource Center)


https://idahoidea.ilinc.com/join/fpjjktt
https://idahoidea.ilinc.com/perl/ilinc/lms/vc_launch.pl?activity_id=pwytkhr&user_id=
mailto:karenashenbrenner@idahoidea.org
mailto:susiemacpherson@idahoidea.org
mailto:karenbartlett@idahoidea.org
mailto:BWells@idahoidea.org
mailto:karenashenbrenner@idahoidea.org
mailto:karenashenbrenner@idahoidea.org

