
North Edition 

From the Director: 

June/July  2009 

Important Reminders: 

End of the year party June 12th 

Get your Re-enrollment in by June 1st 

ILPs open July 14th 
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Parent to Parent 
America the Beautiful 

Schoolõs out for summer! Or, is 
it?  For many parents school 
just becomes less formal in the 
summer.  I think some of the 
best less formal opportunities to 
educate our children, happen in 
summer; any time, any place, 
when- ever, or where- ever op-
portunity knocks!   

Independence Day, July 4th, 
what a great time to teach 
some American History! 
The most common symbol 
of Independence Day is the 
American Flag.   This makes 
a perfect time to teach the 
history of the American 
Flag; as well as flag folding. 
Flag folding isnõt rocket sci-
ence, yet not many Ameri-
canõs can fold the American 

Flag into that small triangle 
properly.  With the knowledge 
of a few rules of flag etiquette 
and the help of a friend your 
kids can master the art of flag 
folding!  Here are the step by 
step instructions. http://
www.spartacraft.com/
flagfolding.pdf 

Over the holiday families and 
friends will get together for 
picnics, barbecues with décor 
of Red, White and Blue; and 
fireworks.  Fireworks the key 
word- bombs bursting in air!  
The Star- Spangled Banner, our 
national anthem came from a 
poem written by Francis Scott 
Key.  An amateur poet during 
the war of 1812.  Most Ameri-
cans are familiar with the first 
verse of The Star-Spangled 

Banner, but what about the 
other two versus? One can 
hardly touch on this song 
without teaching some his-
tory on the war of 1812.  
http://
americanhistory.si.edu/
starspangledbanner/ 

Above all, this it is a time to 
express and give thanks to 
those that have fought to 
keep our great Nation free. 
What will òpatrioticó mean to 
kids if we donõt teach it?  

Karen Ashenbrenner ~  

I-DEA           
Community              
Coordinator 
North Region 

Hello, 

Time has flown, as it often does.  It 
seems like just yesterday when 
you were developing ILPs and 
choosing the curriculum you 
would be using for the year.  Now 
ƘŜǊŜ ƛǘ ƛǎΧǘƘŜ ŜƴŘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ нллу ς 
2009 school year. 

In reflecting on this past year, I 
feel very proud of the parents, 
students and staff of I-DEA.  
Whenever I visited a Resource 
Center, a special event or a testing 
session, I was always impressed by 
the conversations I had with par-
ents and students regarding teach-
ing and learning.  I-DEA parents 
have continued to demonstrate 
their commitment to provide their 
child/ren with the best educa-

tional experience possible; our 
students worked hard throughout 
the year and have shown im-
proved academic growth; and 
each I-DEA staff member took an 
active role in supporting the ef-
forts of both parents and students.  
It is truly amazing to me every 
time I look at a regional calendar 
and see the wide range of activi-
ties I-DEA has provided for our 
families over the year ς talent 
shows, school activities, special 
events, field trips, portfolio confer-
ences, workshops and much, much 
more.   

If you have a minute, take a quick 
ƭƻƻƪ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ Ψ{ǘǳŘŜƴǘ /ŜƭŜōǊŀǘƛƻƴǎΩ 
section on our website 
www.idahoidea.org under Parent 

Information.  As you scroll down 
the page, you will find a wide 
variety of experiences our I-DEA 
students were involved in this 
year, ranging from college schol-
arships and Future City Team 
winners to athletics and service 
ǇǊƻƧŜŎǘǎΦ  LǘΩǎ ƛƳǇǊŜǎǎƛǾŜ ǘƻ ǘƘƛƴƪ 
this is just a small sampling of 
what I-DEA students have accom-
plished this year. 

We have taken this journey to-
gether, and have worked to cre-
ate a quality education tailored to 
unique needs of each student 
enrolled in I-DEA.  I thank you and 
wish you continued success. 

Enjoy the summer  

Sincerely, 

Linda Sterk 

http://www.spartacraft.com/flagfolding.pdf
http://www.spartacraft.com/flagfolding.pdf
http://www.spartacraft.com/flagfolding.pdf
http://americanhistory.si.edu/starspangledbanner/
http://americanhistory.si.edu/starspangledbanner/
http://americanhistory.si.edu/starspangledbanner/
http://www.idahoidea.org


Community Events for PFRC! 

Student Activities  

Summer  

Reading  

Program 
Check out 

your local 

libraries for 

their summer 

reading 

program.  

They always 

have a lot of  

neat  activities 

and books to 

read! 
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Love and Logic give par-
ents easyðtoðlearn tips for 
raising kids who can think 
for themselves and make 

wise decisions, even when adults arenõt 
watching. Parents can raise responsible, 
selfðdisciplined kids, enjoy a happier 
family, and strengthen our great nation 
at the same time.  Teach the value of 
selfðdiscipline to your kids by following 
these tips: 
Tip 1: Model self-discipline. When 
your kids can hear you, model selfð
control by saying things like:"I sure 
would like to go faster, but I better stick 
to the speed limit."  
Tip 2: Give your kids a small taste of 
democracy at home. Kids who have 
never been allowed to make decisions 
when they are young lack the skills es-
sential for making wise ones when they 
are older. Give your children plenty of 
opportunities to practice by providing 
many simple choices, such as: "Would 
you like apple juice or grape juice?" 
"Would you like your curfew to be 9 or 

Letõs Celebrate  

the end of                

another great year !  

Location: Finucane Park 

Intersection of Prairie & 4th~                  
in Hayden 

Date: June 12, 2009 

Time: 10AM-2PM 

We will be celebrating the end 
of the school with a Park Day 
this year.  New and returning 
I-DEA families are invited to 
join us for the big event.  A 
variety of surprise activities 
are in store!   Donõt miss it! 
Bring a sack lunch 
and come meet us.  

 

For questions: Contact kare-
nashenbrenner@idahoidea.org 

9:30 p.m.?"  
Tip 3: Allow your children to make 
plenty of "affordable" mistakes.  As 
children grow larger, so do the conse-
quences of their poor decisions. Love 
and Logic parents pray for their chil-
dren to make plenty of small mistakes 
when they are young, so theyõll have 
the wisdom to avoid larger ones when 
theyõre older. "The road to wisdom is 
paved with mistakes." 
Tip 4: Lockðin self-discipline with 
the "Empathy + Consequence" 
formula. The seeds of wisdom and 
self-discipline are planted when chil-
dren see their poor decisions lead to 
uncomfortable consequences. Some 
parents destroy the teaching value of 
consequences by delivering them with 
anger. Parents who make this mistake 
raise kids who reason, "When I act 
irresponsibly, it makes other people 
really mad. Next time, Iõd better not 
get caught." Not surprisingly, these 
children lack selfðcontrol and require 
constant supervision. 

 
Wise parents deliver consequences 
with sincere sadness or empathy. As a 
result, their children reason, "When I 
act irresponsibly, it makes my life sad. 
The quality of my life depends on the 
decisions I make." Therefore, these 
kids understand freedom and responsi-
bility go hand-in-hand. 
 
Donõt wait until itõs too late! Get 
started with Love and Logic and join 
the thousands of parents who are rais-
ing more responsible kids, building 
happier families, and strengthening our 
nation 

(Adapted from RAISING PATRIOTIC KIDS: Teaching Selfð
discipline with Love and Logic by Dr. Charles Fay; 

www.loveandlogic.com) 

Event:  

SCHOLASTIC BOOK 

FAIR  

Warehouse Sale!!! 

Parents visit the web site for a  

coupon!  

www.Scholastic.com 

Address:  

3808 N Sullivan Road,  

Building 35, Suite 3  

Spokane Valley, WA 

99216 

Date /Time:  

Sat., 6/13/09  through  

Sat., 6/20/09  
Mon -Fri, 10am - 8pm 

Sat,  9am - 5pm 

Re-enrollment 

Have you re-enrolled for the new 
2009-2010 school year?  Kudos to 
those who have!  Here is a re-
minder for those of you who have 
not.  If you have any questions or 
concerns, feel free to contact Soni 
at 877-1513.  Re-enrollment dead-
line to secure 
a spot in our 
school is June 
1st 

New families 

Do you have any 
friends or relatives 

that are interested in enrolling in 
I-DEA?  Please feel free to give 
them my contact information so 
that I can visit with them and tell 
them about our unique school.  
For each family that you bring 
into our school you will receive a 
$20 gift certificate to Barnes and 
Noble 

mailto:karenashenbrenner@idahoidea.org
mailto:karenashenbrenner@idahoidea.org
http://www.Scholastic.com


store. To further extend the 
activity, have your child alpha-
betize the list. 

Check out the free summer 
reading programs at your local 
library. Many libraries allow 
students to sign up on-line. 

Use sidewalk chalk to write 
sight words, spelling words, or 
stories on your sidewalk or 
driveway. 

Start a book club in your 
neighborhood. Have the chil-
dren read a different book 
each week and take turns 
bringing popsicles or ice cream 
bars. 

Make a punch card. Every time 
your child reads a book, give 
him/her a punch. When the 
card is full take your child for 
an ice cream cone or treat of 
choice. 

Throw a book party. Plan ac-
tivities and prepare food cen-
tered around the book of 
choice. For example you could 
use the book, If you Give a Pig a 
Pancake. After reading the 

book serve pancakes and have 
your children write their own 
version using their name ( ex. If 
you give Mike a million dollars 
he will __________).  Compile 
the pages for you own family 
book. 

Have your child use the Raz-kids  
program (  http://www.raz-
kids.com/) a couple times a week 
to keep their reading fluency 
sharp. This program is wonderful 
and it will be available until the 
middle of August. Ask your con-
tact teacher for log in informa-
tion. 

 

Visit Scholasticõs website  http://
www2.scholastic.com/browse/

collection.jsp?id=608  to sign up for their  
Summer Reading Challenge. This site also 

includes many free reproducibles and 
great suggested reading lists. 

Another good website is   

http://www.readwritethink.org/beyondt
heclassroom/summer/. This site gives 

many summer literacy activities according 
to age and grade level. 

 
Pag

We are on the 

Web! 

www.idahoidea.

PF Resource Center  

Contact information: 

Rachel Happeny, Receptionist 

208-457-1019 

rhappeny@idahoidea.org 

Post Falls Regional Staff: 

Deb Pence: Admin/Secondary Principal deborahpence@idahoidea.org  

Melissa Johnson: Counselor  melissajohnson@idahoidea.org  

Stephanie Childress: Secondary Foreign Language/Contact Teacher stephaniechildress@idahoidea.org  

Rachel Reed: Contact Teacher rachelreed@idahoidea.org  

Joanie Shultz: Contact Teacher joanschultz@idahoidea.org  

Gwynne Fleener: Contact Teacher  gwynnefleener@idahoidea.org  

Karen Ashenbrenner: Community Coordinator  karenashenbrenner@idahoidea.org 

Lois Bly: Contact Teacher  loisbly@idahoidea.org  

Mary Thompson: Contact Teacher marythompson@idahoidea.org 

Keith Myers: Secondary Math/ Contact Teacher keithmyers@idahoidea.org  

Amy Clark: Secondary Health/PE/ Contact Teacher  amyclark@idahoidea.org 

Summer Reading Fun  
With summer vacation just around the 
corner, Iõm sure most of you are ready for 
hot weather and a break from your regular 
routine. However, itõs very important to 
have your kids continue reading during the 
entire break. Here are some easy ways to 
incorporate reading and language arts into 
your lazy days of summer so your child 
doesnõt experience the all too familiar 
òsummer slide.ó 

Have your child learn a new 
hobby or skill. Go to the local 
library and check out books relat-
ing to the skill. 

Go on a picnic and take books 
along. After you enjoy lunch, 
spread out and have everyone 
enjoy some reading time in the 
shade. Mom benefits as wellñ
who doesnõt enjoy a little peace 
and quiet?? Plus, itõs always a 
good idea for children to see their 
parents reading. 

Have your child write out your 
shopping list. Have him/her help 
you find the items at the grocery 

http://www.raz-kids.com/
http://www.raz-kids.com/
http://www2.scholastic.com/browse/collection.jsp?id=608
http://www2.scholastic.com/browse/collection.jsp?id=608
http://www2.scholastic.com/browse/collection.jsp?id=608
http://www.readwritethink.org/beyondtheclassroom/summer/
http://www.readwritethink.org/beyondtheclassroom/summer/


Hello to all families, 

Preparing for college: 

As your students get further along 
with their educational goals I would 
like to bring to your attention some 
information to consider.  Admission 
to college and scholarship awards are 
getting more and more competitive 
every year.   

When your children apply for admis-
sion to college and scholarships, one 
of the criteria they will be assessed and 
scored on is being well rounded. 
Clubs, sports and community service 
are a few of the areas examined.   My 
best recommendation is to start early 
and document all 
the events your 
child participates 
in. This is not 
something you 
want to start as a 
senior. The schol-

arship officials are looking for students 
who have established early on in high 
school or before that they are community 
minded and have given time to others 
and are capable of being part of a team.  
This may be a challenge as you are 
schooling at home but I encourage your 
family to seek out feasible opportunities 
and get involved. 

 IDEA offers Idaho Drug Free Youth 
(IDFY), this is an opportunity for stu-
dents to get leadership training, learn 
about health and safety and have fun 
while committed to being drug free. For 
more information about IDFY please 
contact Karen Ashenbrenner at 
208.661.5099. IDEA also offers Student 
Council; these students are leaders in our 
school and play an important role as a 
liaison between the students, staff and 
community. For more information call 
Jason Bransford, 208.238.1388.  IDEA 
also has a future cities team that is based 
out of the Boise office, for more infor-

mation contact Sean at 208.672.1155. 
If you are interested in other pro-
grams you may look into opportuni-
ties at your local high school as far as 
clubs, groups and sports and your 
local church.  I am certain that with 
some vigilance you will be able to 
find many opportunities in your com-
munities to get in-
volved. Remember the 
colleges and scholar-
ship authorities are 
looking for well 
rounded and civic 
minded students.   

 Please contact me if I can be of fur-
ther assistance with these important 
decisions and choices you and your 
family will make through the course 
of your education. 

 

Melissa Johnson, M.ED.             

School Guidance Counselor 

Counselors Corner 
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Online Programs with Brenda! 

   

 

 

If you have students entering the 5th grade and 

above, hereõs a fun way to keep their math 

skills active over the summer break. Apangea 

offers online tutors to help students work 

through interesting real-world problems. 

Through mid-August students earn points that 

can be redeemed in a variety of ways. Students 

might use their points to make a contribution 

to a charitable organization or even obtain gift 

cards to their favorite stores. Just talk with 

your contact teacher about trying Apangea 

now. And for those of you who are ALEKS 

fans, why not try out Apangea for free to see 

the difference in the two programs as you plan 

for next year? Itõs a great way to see which type 

of tutor works best for your student. Both 

resources will be available next year. 

 

 

 

Your contact teacher can set up your stu-
dents in Raz-Kids for the summer if you 
donõt already have your own subscription. 
This is a fantastic way to try out this inter-
active reading fluency software that allows 
your student to hear a book, practice read-
ing it and recording himself, and then use 
points earned to decorate their very own 
Raz Rocket online. Raz-Kids will be avail-
able to all students K-6 next year at no al-
lotment charge through their contact 
teacher. Summer is a great time to work 
with this fun online reading program that 
allows students to access it anytime, any-
where through a computer. Give it a try 
over the summer and watch your students 
get excited about reading.  

 

TumbleBooks  

 

And speaking of summer reading ééé 
many of the public libraries around the 
state are providing a great online resource 
called TumbleBooks for their patrons. The 
online collection of TumbleBooks con-
tains  animated, talking picture books 
which teach kids the joy of reading in a 
format they'll love. Many public libraries 
are using TumbleBooks as part of their 
summer  programs. Check with your local 
library to see what they are offering for 
summer reading programs. They just 
might have Tumble-
Books available in your 
area.  

Summer Resources                                                                                                                              
Iõve had several emails about the availability of the online resources over the summer. Here are some great ways to keep your students 
from totally disengaging this summer and have fun at the same time. If you have questions about these or any of our online resources, 

please contact me at brendahayes@idahoidea.org or call my office at 208-877-1513.  Happy summer reading!!  

mailto:brendahayes@idahoidea.org
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of  4th  
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End  

of Year  

 Party  

15 
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Closed 

29 30    
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