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Parent to Parent 

Treasure Valley  
Community Coordinators  

 
Jill Call  

Kathi Manning 
Lisa Bown 

 
Make sure you check out 

the Upcoming  
Community Events 

Listed on page 
 2 of the Newsletter 

 

IDEA’s mission statement 
Through technology and partnership between parents and 
educators, the Idaho Distance Education Academy pro-

motes and supports a modern education system that delivers 
innovative, relevant, and rigorous education to each child. 
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Do you ever find yourself searching for 
opportunities to let your child shine? I 
do! Kids show such pride in their ac-
complishments, and when they are 
given the chance to show something 
they are excited about, a whole room 
ƻŦ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ǿƛƭƭ ǘŀƪŜ ƴƻǘƛŎŜΦ ¢ƘŀǘΩǎ ǿƘŀǘ 
happened during our first Spring Show-
case on May 7th. We heard kids play 
piano, including an original composi-
tion, as well as a fiddler, singers, recita-
tions, a karate demonstration, and 
skits. It was also a great chance to look 
at creative projects displayed by I-DEA 
students,  

from original art to science displays and kid 
activity tables where kids made balloon ani-
mals! As a parent, it was a special experi-
ence to watch my kids share what they were 
excited about and beam at the response. I 
ƘƻǇŜ ȅƻǳΩƭƭ ŀƭƭ Ǉƭŀƴ ǘƻ Ƨƻƛƴ ǳǎΣ ǿƘŜƴ {ǇǊƛƴƎ 
Showcase rolls around again next year! As 
this school year nears its end, I want to en-
courage you to keep your children reading 
and finding opportunities that inspire and 
motivate them. Check out our library trips 
that are planned for all over the Treasure 
Valley, during the first week of June! 

Lisa Bown 
Community Coordinator 

Hello; 
Time has flown, as it often 
does.  It seems like just yester-
day when you were developing 
ILPs and choosing the curricu-
lum you would be using for the 
ȅŜŀǊΦ  bƻǿ ƘŜǊŜ ƛǘ ƛǎΧǘƘŜ ŜƴŘ 
of the 2008 ς 2009 school year. 
 
In reflecting on this past year, I 
feel very proud of the parents, 
students and staff of I-DEA.  
Whenever I visited a Resource 
Center, a special event or a 
testing session, I was always 
impressed by the conversations 
I had with parents and students 
regarding teaching and learn-
ing.  I-DEA parents have contin-
ued to demonstrate their com-
mitment to provide their child/
ren with the  
best educational experience 
possible; our students worked 
hard throughout the year and 
have shown improved  

academic growth;  and each I-
DEA staff member took an active 
role in supporting the efforts of 
both parents and students.  It is 
truly amazing to me every time I 
look at a regional calendar and 
see the wide range of activities I-
DEA has provided for our fami-
lies over the year ς talent shows, 
school activities, special events, 
field trips, portfolio conferences, 
workshops and much, much 
more.   
 
If you have a minute, take a 
ǉǳƛŎƪ ƭƻƻƪ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ Ψ{ǘǳŘŜƴǘ /ŜƭŜπ
ōǊŀǘƛƻƴǎΩ  
section on our website 
www.idahoidea.org under Par-
ent Information.  As you scroll 
down the page, you will find a 
wide variety of experiences our I
-DEA students were involved in 
this year, ranging from college 
scholarships and Future City 
Team winners to athletics and 
service projects.   

LǘΩǎ ƛƳǇǊŜǎǎƛǾŜ ǘƻ ǘƘƛƴƪ ǘƘƛǎ ƛǎ Ƨǳǎǘ ŀ 
small sampling of what I-DEA stu-
dents have accomplished this 
year. 
 
We have taken this journey to-
gether, and have worked to create 
a quality education tailored to 
unique needs of each student en-
rolled in I-DEA.  I thank you and 
wish you continued success. 
Enjoy the summer J 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Linda Sterk 
I-DEA Director 

http://www.idahoidea.org


 

Library Tours  
Take the opportunity to familiarize your family with the resources, volunteer opportunities and summer reading programs available at your local 
branch library! Your children will benefit from reading through the summer! If you don’t already have library cards, parents can bring their 
driver’s license and proof of address (a utility bill showing name/address) and you’ll be able to get cards for you and your children. Please RSVP 
with your name, the names/upcoming grades of your children (guests are welcome too!) and which tour(s) you will be attending to Lori at lori-
foley@idahoidea.org .   

 

Boise Public Library - Friday, June 5, 9:30ð11:00am:  Library tour, a puppet show and sign up for summer reading programs.  The library 
does not open to the public until 10:00am so weõll meet at the south doors outside the childrenõs library, across from the Log Cabin Center. 

Garden City Library - Thursday, June 4 at 3:30 ð 5:00pm:  Library tour and sign up for summer reading programs. Students ages 6 and 
above may attend a special program put on by the Idaho Dance Company from 4:00-5:00pm.   (6015 Glenwood Ave., Garden City)   

Meridian Public Library - Tuesday, June 2, 1:00-3:00pm:  Library tour, volunteer opportunities and sign up for summer reading pro-
grams. (1326 W. Cherry Ln., Meridian) 

Meridian Silverstone Library - Thursday, June 4, 12:00-2:00pm:   Library tour, volunteer opportunities and sign up for summer pro-
grams. (3531 E. Overland Rd., Meridian) 

Caldwell Public Library - Thursday, June 4, 2:30-4:30pm:  Library tour, volunteer opportunities and sign up for summer reading pro-
grams.(1010 Dearborn St., Caldwell)  

Star Branch Library - Tuesday, June 2, at 2:30-4:30pm:  Library tour, volunteer opportunities and sign up for summer reading programs. 
(10706 West State Street., Star)  
Eagle Library- Tuesday, June 2, 1:30-3:00pm:  Library tour, volunteer opportunities and sign up for summer reading programs.  (100 N. 

Stierman Way, Eagle) 
Nampa Library - Tuesday, June 2, 2:30-4:30pm:  Library tour, volunteer opportunities and sign up for summer reading programs. 
(101 11th Ave. S. Nampa)  
Ada Community Library:  – Thursday, June 4, 1:00-2:00 p.m.  Library tour, volunteer opportunities, and sign up for summer reading 

programs (10664 W. Victory Rd., Boise) 

 

Graduation  
Compass Public Charter School Auditorium, 2511 W. Cherry Ln., Meridian (just W. of Linder Rd.)  
   Friday, June 5th, 7:00pm-9:00pm: Everyone is welcome to share in the celebration as six of our Treasure Valley students are awarded their 
high school diplomas.  The ceremony starts at 7:00pm and will be followed by a cake/punch reception and a chance to visit with the graduates 
and enjoy their personal displays.  Come and be a part of this important milestone! Questions? Contact Kathi at kathiman-
ning@idahoidea.org 

 

Meet & Greet Open House  
Boise Resource Center, 8620 W. Emerald, Ste. 190, Boise (between Maple Grove and Benjamin)  

   Tuesday, July 14 th , 4:00pm ð8:00pm:  ²ŜΩŘ ƭƛƪŜ ǘƻ ƎŜǘ to know you and your family! Drop by at your convenience and visit with 

the contact teachers, community coordinators, and administrative and technical support staff who will be partnering with you to make the up-
coming school year a successful one for you and your children! We’ll show you our computer lab and how you’re family can check out books 
and videos from our on-site library.  If you’d like, you can review curriculum samples with your contact teacher, to see which ones are best 
suited for the learning styles of your children.  We hope to see you here! For directions or more information, call Lori at 672-1155. 

 

PENpalsI - DEA Yahoo Group  
          Log onto  http://groups.yahoo.com/group/PENpalsI -DEA and join the conversation!  Ask questions, share your opinion, trade 
home educating tips, offer ideas for future activities and enjoy getting connected with other I-DEA parents! Questions? Contact Lisa at 
lisabown@idahoidea.org. 
 

 

Rocky Mountain West Aviation Expo  
Expo Idaho, Western Idaho Fairground (N.E. corner of Chinden & Glenwood in Boise)  

Western Aircraft Tarmac, 4444 West Aeronca (south on Orchard, left on Aeronca).  
Saturday, May 30th and Sunday May 31st: A free event for all aviation enthusiasts, featuring exhibits, educational seminars and air-

craft / equipment displays. You can also learn about local aviation companies, charter services, how to buy, lease and maintain aircrafts 
and career opportunities. A shuttle will be provided to transport guests between the two locations. For more information, go to 
www.idahobusinessleague.com. 
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ON-LINE PROGRAMS WITH BRENDA 

Hello to all families, 
Preparing for college: 

 
 
As your students get further along 
with their educational goals I would 
like to bring to your attention some 
information to consider.  Admission 
to college and scholarship awards are 
getting more and more competitive 
every year.  When your children apply 
for admission to college and scholar-
ships, one of the criteria they will be 
assessed and scored on is being well 
rounded. Clubs, sports and commu-
nity service are a few of the areas 
examined.   My best recommendation 
is to start early and document all the 
events your child participates in. This 
is not something you want to start as  

a senior. The scholarship officials are 
looking for students who have estab-
lished early on in high school or before 
that they are community minded and 
have given time to others and are capa-
ble of being part of a team.   
 
This may be a challenge as you are 
schooling at home but I encourage your 
family to seek out feasible opportunities 
and get involved.  
 IDEA offers Idaho Drug Free Youth 
(IDFY), this is an opportunity for stu-
dents to get leadership training, learn 
about health and safety and have fun 
while committed to being drug free. For 
more information about IDFY please 
contact Karen Ashenbrenner at 
208.661.5099. IDEA also offers Student 
Council; these students are leaders in 
our school and play an important role as  

a liaison between the students, staff and 
community. For more information call 
Jason Bransford, 208.238.1388.  IDEA  
also has a future cities team that is based 
out of the Boise office, for more informa-
tion contact Sean at 208.672.1155.  
you are interested in other programs you 
may look into opportunities at your local 
high school as far as clubs, groups and 
sports and your local church.  I am certain 
that with some vigilance you will be able 
to find many opportunities in your com-
munities to get involved. Remember the 
colleges and scholarship authorities are 
looking for well rounded and civic minded 
students.   Please contact me if I can be of 
further assistance with these important 
decisions and choices you and your family 
will make through the course of your edu-
cation. 

Summer Resources 
 

LΩǾŜ ƘŀŘ ǎŜǾŜǊŀƭ ŜƳŀƛƭǎ ŀōƻǳǘ ǘƘŜ ŀǾŀƛƭŀōƛƭƛǘȅ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƻƴƭƛƴŜ ǊŜǎƻǳǊŎŜǎ ƻǾŜǊ ǘƘŜ ǎǳƳƳŜǊΦ IŜǊŜ ŀǊŜ ǎƻƳŜ ƎǊŜŀǘ ǿŀȅǎ ǘƻ ƪŜŜǇ ȅƻǳǊ students 
from totally disengaging this summer and have fun at the same time. 
 
 
  If you have students entering the 5th ƎǊŀŘŜ ŀƴŘ ŀōƻǾŜΣ ƘŜǊŜΩǎ ŀ Ŧǳƴ ǿŀȅ ǘƻ ƪŜŜǇ ǘƘŜƛǊ ƳŀǘƘ ǎƪƛƭƭǎ ŀŎǘƛǾŜ ƻǾŜǊ ǘƘŜ ǎǳƳƳŜǊ 
break. Apangea offers online tutors to help students work through interesting real-world problems. Through mid-August students earn 
points that can be redeemed in a variety of ways. Students might use their points to make a contribution to a charitable organization or 
even obtain gift cards to their favorite stores. Just talk with your contact teacher about trying Apangea now. And for those of you who are 
![9Y{ ŦŀƴǎΣ ǿƘȅ ƴƻǘ ǘǊȅ ƻǳǘ !ǇŀƴƎŜŀ ŦƻǊ ŦǊŜŜ ǘƻ ǎŜŜ ǘƘŜ ŘƛŦŦŜǊŜƴŎŜ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǘǿƻ ǇǊƻƎǊŀƳǎ ŀǎ ȅƻǳ Ǉƭŀƴ ŦƻǊ ƴŜȄǘ ȅŜŀǊΚ LǘΩǎ ŀ ƎǊŜŀt way to see 
which type of tutor works best for your student. Both resources will be available next year. 
 
 
  Your contact teacher can set up your students in Raz-YƛŘǎ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ǎǳƳƳŜǊ ƛŦ ȅƻǳ ŘƻƴΩǘ ŀƭǊŜŀŘȅ ƘŀǾŜ ȅƻǳǊ ƻǿƴ ǎǳōǎŎǊƛǇπ
tion. This is a fantastic way to try out this interactive reading fluency software that allows your student to hear a book, practice reading it 
and recording himself, and then use points earned to decorate their very own Raz Rocket online. Raz-Kids will be available to all students K
-6 next year at no allotment charge through their contact teacher. Summer is a great time to work with this fun online reading program 
that allows students to access it anytime, anywhere through a computer. Give it a try over the summer and watch your students get ex-
cited about reading.  
  

TumbleBooks  !ƴŘ ǎǇŜŀƪƛƴƎ ƻŦ ǎǳƳƳŜǊ ǊŜŀŘƛƴƎ ΧΧΧ Ƴŀƴȅ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǇǳōƭƛŎ ƭƛōǊŀǊƛŜǎ ŀǊƻǳƴŘ ǘƘŜ ǎǘŀǘŜ ŀǊŜ ǇǊƻǾƛŘƛƴƎ ŀ ƎǊŜŀǘ ƻƴƭƛƴŜ ǊŜπ

source called TumbleBooks for their patrons. The online collection of TumbleBooks contains  animated, talking picture books which teach 
kids the joy of reading in a format they'll love. Many public libraries are using TumbleBooks as part of their summer  programs. Check with 
your local library to see what they are offering for summer reading programs. They just might have TumbleBooks available in your area.  
 
 

If you have questions about these or any of our online resources, 
 please contact me at brendahayes@idahoidea.org or call my office at 208-877-1513.  Happy summer reading!! 

mailto:brendahayes@idahoidea.org
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Boise Resource Center Regional Staff 
Laurie Wolfe: (DirectorτBoise Resource Center) 
lauriewolfe@idahoidea.org  
 
Mary Whitworth: (Administrative Assistant) 
mwhitworth@idahoidea.org 
 
Diane Neal: (Lead Teacher)  
dianeneal@idahoidea.org  
 
Lyn Beighley: (Contact Teacher) 
lynbeighley@idahidea.org 
 
Jared Bissen: (Special Ed Teacher) 
jaredbissen@idahoidea.org 
 
Kendal Fleshman: (Contact Teacher) 
kendalfleshman@idahoidea.org  
 
MiRanda Foley:(Contact Teacher)  
mirandafoley@idahoidea.org 
 
Theresa Foster :(Contact Teacher)  
theresafoster@idahoidea.org 
 
Jana Schaefer: (Contact Teacher)  
janaschaefer@idahoidea.org 
 
Laura Sharek: (Contact Teacher)  
laurasharek@idahoidea.org 
 
Sean Short: ( Secondary Teacher) 
seanshort@idahoidea.org 
 
Ivan Tulilov: (PE Teacher) 
ivantulilov@idahoidea.org 
 
Regina Turner: (Contact Teacher)  
reginaturner@idahoidea.org 
 
Dallas Hartshorn: (Systems Engineer) dhartshorn@idahoidea.org 

Andy Archer: (Computer Technician) aarcher@idahoidea.org 

 
With summer vacation just around the 
ŎƻǊƴŜǊΣ LΩƳ ǎǳǊŜ Ƴƻǎǘ ƻŦ ȅƻǳ ŀǊŜ ǊŜŀŘȅ ŦƻǊ 
hot weather and a break from your regular 
ǊƻǳǘƛƴŜΦ IƻǿŜǾŜǊΣ ƛǘΩǎ ǾŜǊȅ ƛƳǇƻǊǘŀƴǘ ǘƻ 
have your kids continue reading during the 
entire break. Here are some easy ways to 
incorporate reading and language arts into 
your lazy days of summer so your child 
ŘƻŜǎƴΩǘ ŜȄǇŜǊƛŜƴŎŜ ǘƘŜ ŀƭƭ ǘƻƻ ŦŀƳƛƭƛŀǊ 
άǎǳƳƳŜǊ ǎƭƛŘŜ  
 

Have your child learn a new 
hobby or skill. Go to the local 
library and check out books relat-
ing to the skill. 
 
Go on a picnic and take books 
along. After you enjoy lunch, 
spread out and have everyone 
enjoy some reading time in the 
shade. Mom benefits as wellτ
ǿƘƻ ŘƻŜǎƴΩǘ ŜƴƧƻȅ ŀ ƭƛǘǘƭŜ ǇŜŀŎŜ 
ŀƴŘ ǉǳƛŜǘΚΚ tƭǳǎΣ ƛǘΩǎ ŀƭǿŀȅǎ ŀ 
good idea for children to see their 
parents reading. 

Have your child write out your 
shopping list. Have him/her help 
you find the items at the grocery 
store. To further extend the activ-
ity, have your child alphabetize 
the list. 

Check out the free summer reading 
programs at your local library. 
Many libraries allow students to 
sign up on-line. 

 

Use sidewalk chalk to write sight 
words, spelling words, or stories on 
your sidewalk or driveway. 
Start a book club in your neighbor-
hood. Have the children read a dif-
ferent book each week and take 
turns bringing popsicles or ice 
cream bars. 

Make a punch card. Every time your 
child reads a book, give him/her a 
punch. When the card is full take 
your child for an ice cream cone or 
treat of choice. 

 

Throw a book party. Plan activities 
and prepare food centered around 
the book of choice. For example 
you could use the book, If you Give 
a Pig a Pancake. After reading the 
book serve pancakes and have your 
children write their own version 
using their name ( ex. If you give 
Mike a million dollars he will 
__________).  Compile the pages 
for you own family book. 

Have your child use the Raz-
kids  program (  http://
www.raz-kids.com/) a couple 
times a week to keep their 
reading fluency sharp. This 
program is wonderful and it 
will be available until the mid-
dle of August. Ask your con-
tact teacher for log in informa-
tion. 

 

±ƛǎƛǘ {ŎƘƻƭŀǎǘƛŎΩǎ ǿŜōǎƛǘŜ  
http://www2.scholastic.com/
browse/collection.jsp?id=608  
to sign up for their  Summer 
Reading Challenge. This site 
also includes many free repro-
ducibles and great suggested 
reading lists. 

 

Another good website is  
http://
www.readwritethink.org/
beyondtheclassroom/
summer/. This site gives many 
summer literacy activities ac-
cording to age and grade level. 

 . 

Congratulations 
Seniors  

Class of 2009  
 
 

Carly Allen  
Joel Hunt  
Josh Lee  

Brooke McKenzie  
Kristen Orien  

Julio Perez 
Ashley Whitman 

 

òGo confidently in the direction of your dreams. 

Live the life you have imagined.ó 

Henry David Thoreau  

Summer Reading Fun 

http://www.raz-kids.com/
http://www.raz-kids.com/
http://www2.scholastic.com/browse/collection.jsp?id=608
http://www2.scholastic.com/browse/collection.jsp?id=608
http://www.readwritethink.org/beyondtheclassroom/summer/
http://www.readwritethink.org/beyondtheclassroom/summer/
http://www.readwritethink.org/beyondtheclassroom/summer/
http://www.readwritethink.org/beyondtheclassroom/summer/


June 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri  Sat 

 1 2 3 4 5 6 

7 8 9 10 11 12 13 

14 15 16 17 18 19 20 

21 22 23 24 25 26 27 

28 29 30     
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K-6 Portfolio Conferences (June 1 ς5) 

MONHLY PROGRESS  
UPDATES DUE 

 
 

4th quarter grades 
 

IDEA  
GRADUATION 

 
Boise Public  

Library 
9:30-11:00 

Last  Day 
BRC Open 

LAST 
DAY 
OF 

SCHOOL 

BRC CLOSEDτNO TEACHERS- NO TECH SUPPORT 

BRC CLOSED-NO TEACHERS-NO TECH SUPPORT 

BRC CLOSED 
NO TEACHERS 

NO TECH  
SUPPORT 

Meridian Library1:00-3:00 

Star Branch Library 2:30 

Nampa Library 1:30-4:40 

Caldwell Library 
2:30 

Garden City  
Library 

3:30τ5:00 

Eagle Library 1:30-3:00 Meridian Silverstone 
Library   2:30 

Central Services Open for Curriculum Returns 
8:00τ4:30 

Central Services Open for Curriculum Returns 
8:00τ4:30 

Central Services Open for Curriculum Returns 
8:00τ4:30 



Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri  Sat 

   1 2 3 4 

5 6 7 8 9 10 11 

12 13 14 15 16 17 18 

19 20 21 22 23 24 25 

26 27 28 29 30 31  

July 

COMING 
IN AUGUST 

PENpals 
8/11/09 
7:30-8:30 

BRC CLOSEDτNO TEACHERSτNO TECH SUPPORT 

BRC CLOSEDτNO TEACHERS 
NO TECH SUPPORT 

BRC CLOSED 
NO TEACHERS 

NO TECH SUPPORT 

Central Services Open for Curriculum Returns 
8:00τ4:30 

Central Services Open for Curriculum 
Returns 8:00τ4:30 

Central Services Open for Curriculum Returns 
8:00τ4:30 

BRC CLOSED 
NO TEACHERS 

NO TECH SUPPORT 

BRC CLOSED 
NO TEACHERS 

NO TECH SUPPORT 

Central Services Open for Curriculum Returns 
8:00τ4:30 

Central Services Open for Curriculum Returns 
8:00τ4:30 

Meet & Greet 
Open House 

BRC 
4:00-8:00 

ILP/Orders 
Open 

Teacher 
Inservice 


